THE BOOK OF ACTS #14 
The Church At Jerusalem – Acts 5:12-16

THE CHURCH                                           AT JERUSALEM
DATE: 

TEXT: Acts 5:12-16 

INTRODUCTION: 

In our text we again are learning more about the Church that existed in Jerusalem
Acts 1:8 – “and ye shall be witnesses unto Me (both) in Jerusalem,” 

We have already learned from:  

Acts 1:14 the church prayed together – 

“These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication,” 

Acts 2:42 they gathered together to be edified – 

“And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” 

Acts 4:24, 33 – we see them Worshipping and Witnessing together - 

“they lifted up their voice to God with one accord,”                             
“the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.”

The Biblical description of a church is “A Called out Assembly” 
The church is local and visible, not universal and invisible

Each of the 7 churches mentioned in Revelation chapters 2 & 3 are local

The church is not the building, but the people   

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~
I. ITS “SITUATION” – v. 12 
“And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch.”

That early church did not have its own property 
A. It met in various homes 

Acts 5:42 –“(And daily in the temple), and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” 

Acts 12:12 – “he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying.” 
B. And at the Temple 
This was its regular general meeting place 

Specifically an area called “Solomon’s Porch” 

Solomon’s Porch was an area along the eastern outer wall 

Within its colonnades were the places that the scribes held their schools and debates, and the merchants and money-changers had their stalls 
It was somewhat a public gathering place 

Two thoughts: 

1st - The fact that they meet in the Temple does not suggest any attempt of Christians to continue with the Mosaic ceremonies and worship 

2nd – The fact that they meet in homes does it mean there is something called the “Home or House Church” 

In China they meet in secret locations because of persecution 

The modern day “Home or House church” movement just wants to circumvent the Authority of The Bible and Local Church   (I Corinthians 16:19 Matthew 18:20)   
C. A Place 

It is important to note that the church met at a “Place” 

Acts 4:31 – “And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together;” 

                                                                                                                   The reason is because by definition, a New Testament church is an “Assembly”, and for an assembly to exist there must be a definite locality
ITS “SITUATION”
II. ITS “SEPARATION” – v. 13

“And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified them.” 
The Christians made Solomon’s Porch at the Temple their meeting place because they needed the space because of the size of the church 

Note: One of the problems that a pastor has as the church grows is keeping it small

( The stand that this church took brought about separation 
 “And of the rest durst no man join himself to them:”
In other words, there were other people also in the Temple, but those who weren’t saved / born again didn’t venture to join the meeting

They left the church to itself 

“but the people magnified them.” 
Multitudes admired the Christians for the mighty miracles they had seen and heard, but they didn’t join them (at first) 
There were church members and there were non-members
Remember back to when Jesus healed the Man Born Blind in the Gospel of John chapter 9

John 9:22 – “These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue.”

John 12:42 – “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on Him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:” 

Jesus said Matthew 10:34-36 - “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.” 
35 “For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.” 
36 “And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.” 

II Corinthians 6:17 – “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,” 
When the Church stands true to the Lord, it will have the respect of the lost – 

Proverbs 16:7 – “When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him.” 

ITS “SITUATION” and “SEPARATION”
III. ITS “SUCCESS” - v.14

“And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.”
The Church continued to grow

Note the phrase – “added to the Lord,” 

Acts 2:47 –“Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” 

( Each member of a true local New Testament Church is a spiritual “temple” 

I Corinthians 3:16 - “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” 

But / together we are the church victorious!   
Look at Ephesians 2:22 – “In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” 
( The members (you & I) are also called “living stones” 
I Peter 2:5 – “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” 

To be “added to the Lord,” means to be added to the Church 

Acts 2:41 tells us this is accomplished through receiving baptism - 

“Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.” 

According to I Corinthians 12:18, it is God Who places members in His body 

“But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased Him.” 
Notice also that it is “believers” who were added – not the lost

This helps disprove the false notion that a person is baptized (added) into the Body of Christ (so-called universal, invisible church!) by the Holy Spirit at the point of conversion 

When the Local Church is determined to do it God’s way …
( i.e. by being a Faithful Witnesses, carrying out the Great Commission thru World Mission etc.) 

… God will make that Church a successful Church 
ITS “SITUATION” “SEPARATION” and “SUCCESS”    
IV. ITS “SERVICE” - vs. 15, 16 

The ministries of the Local Church should be people-oriented 
To the saved and unsaved 
Not only to its members but to the community

Not to meet the physical needs, but to meet the spiritual needs 

“Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them.” 
16 “There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one.” 

We need to always be careful not to make the by-product the goal (the goal must always be salvation) 
Many were healed / but v.28 indicates much more than just healing was done  

It’s interesting to see people actually wanted to come to church! 

Why? Because of the Church’s Testimony! 
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