THE BOOK OF ACTS #22 
The Ministry of Ananias – Acts 9:10-19 

THE MINISTRY                                  OF ANANIAS
DATE: 7/1/09
TEXT: Acts 9:10-19 

INTRODUCTION: 

In John 10:3-5 Jesus taught His disciples that the Good Shepherd –   

“calleth His own sheep by name,” … “and the sheep follow Him: for they know His voice.” 

5 “And a stranger will they not follow, …for they know not the voice of strangers.” 

God knows His children by name, and the obedient child of God listens for His voice 

Little is known about this Ananias other than what we find here in the Book of Acts 

Paul mentions him again in Acts 22:12 as – 

“a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there,(Damascus)” 
He was a disciple (v.1a) of the Lord Jesus Christ and was the instrument through whom God instructed Saul of Tarsus after he was brought into Damascus 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~  

   I. THE CHURCH AT DAMASCUS 

Based on the fact that Saul was going after definite groups of believers, we can conclude that their was a church at this time in Damascus (vs. 1, 10, 19) 
Furthermore, it seems unlikely that this was merely a “refugee church” that had gathered as a result of the persecution of the church in Jerusalem 

Notice, Ananias is called a Disciple, and that he has only “heard” of the events (v.13) he hadn’t personally experienced them 

Therefore, we can conclude that this church was in existence for some time 

The Lord Jesus didn’t preach in Damascus 

No one from Damascus is listed in the crowd at Pentecost in                              Acts 2:9-11
So, I’m assuming that this church was established out of the Church at Jerusalem 
The point here is that every thing must be done thru the Local New Testament Church 

God’s agency for all ministries  
 II. THE “READINESS”  - v.10
“And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.”

V.10a - Ananias hears the Lord call his name 

V.10b - Notice the immediate response  
We find a similar account recorded in Isaiah 6:1-8 – (
Ananias stood at the ready to serve his risen Saviour 

Too often, when we are called to follow and obey the Lord, we have excuses as to why we can’t 

Luke 9:57-62 – (
Faith without obedience is no obedience at all! 
III. THE “ASSIGNMENT”  - vs. 11, 12 
“And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,” 
12 “And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.” 

V. 11 - Living in Damascus Ananias knew the city, so the Lord directs him to a specific house on a specific street 

And when he got there he was to enquire about “one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold he prayeth,” 
Ananias was about to become someone’s answer to prayer 

Psalm 50:15 – “And call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.” 

Psalm 91:15 – “He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.”

Jeremiah 29:12 – “Then shall ye call upon Me, and ye shall go and pray unto Me, and I will hearken unto you.” 

Do you realize there is a time when God will NOT answer 
Turn to Proverbs 1:28 – “Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me:” 

The very first prayer after Saul’s conversion was –  

“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” – v.6a 
“And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.” – v.6b 
He immediately obeys without question, so v.12 must have been a reassuring experience for Saul (read v.12)  
God continues to answer Saul’s prayer  

 IV. THE “DISBELIEF” - vs. 13, 14 
“Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to Thy saints at Jerusalem:” 
14 “And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on Thy Name.” 
Here we note a touch of misgiving and hesitation on the part of Ananias 
I think this is a natural reaction 

Saul’s activities were known to the Church at Damascus 

No wonder that he enters into a brief discussion with the Lord 

Don’t mistake this for refusal, or argument, but only seeking assurance that God would actually direct him to call on a man who recently had been “breathing out threatenings and slaughter” – v.1 

Examples of the contrast between: 

Zacharias - Luke 1:18-20  

Mary – Luke 1:34, 37 

Just be careful to ask in faith!  
It is easy for Christians to think that God will never save certain people 
Yet, Paul was the “chiefest of sinners” and the Lord Jesus Christ saved him 

I Timothy 1:15 – “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief” 

  V. THE LORD’S PLAN – vs. 15, 16 
“But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:”  

“For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my Name's sake.” 
The Lord revealed to Ananias His will for Saul
He would become a: 

A. Great Preacher – v.15

Paul was destined to become the great evangelist and apostle to the Gentiles 

II Timothy 1:11 – “Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.” 

He would also have an effective ministry among the Jews 

Romans 10:1 – “Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.” 

B. Great Sufferer – v.16 
II Corinthians 11:24-28, 33 – (
 VI. ANANIAS MINISTERS TO SAUL – v.17
“And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.” 

The tenderness of Pastor Ananias helped prepare Saul for his lifelong ministry 
He did not treat him as an enemy, but recognized him as a brother in Christ 

Saul was ministered to: 

A. Physically 
He received his sight back and perhaps the seeds of his “thorn in the flesh” – 

An eye disease, to remind him of his past and the need to totally rely upon the Lord 

Galatians 6:11 – “Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand.” 

II Corinthians 12:7-9 – (
B. Spiritually 

He was filled with the Spirit 

This is the duty of each of us

Ephesians 5:18 – “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;” 

A prerequisite for effective service 
VII. SAUL’S OBEDIENCE  -  vs. 18,19 
“And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.” 
19 “And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus.” 

We see here a good example of the immediate duty of every Christian: 

A. To Be Baptized – v.18 

Baptism is to be the first step (after salvation) of obedience for a Christian 
Note also this was believer’s baptism

Saul was a saved man 

B. To Unite with a Real Church – v.19 

It is not the will of God for someone to be baptized and then to drift around from church to church 

Baptism always unites the new believer with the church that baptizes them

Note also that there was a scriptural authority for Saul’s baptism 

The Church at Damascus 

Paul was baptized into the church and remained with them for some time 

Hebrews 10:25 
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