THE BOOK OF ACTS #30 
A World-Wide Ministry – Part One - Acts 11 


A WORLD –WIDE MINISTRY  
DATE: 

TEXT: Acts 11:1-18 

INTRODUCTION 

Chapter 11 begins with a defense and an explanation of why the Gospel was preached to the Gentiles and ends with an introduction to second great evangelistic church of the first century, the church at Antioch 

What happened in this chapter is of critical importance to church history 
The event needs to be carefully studied by every body of believers 
We will be taking several weeks to look at this chapter as I preach on “A World-Wide Ministry”
The first thing we will be looking at is Peter’s Defense of the Gospel to the Gentiles 
~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~
                                                                                                                      I. A NARROW VIEW – vs.1-3 
A. Man’s Shock  
The church at Jerusalem, heard about Peter's preaching mission to the Gentiles and about their having received "the Word of God." 
The news was bound to travel fast, for it was unheard of that a Jew would fellowship and eat with the Gentile 
And to top it off, Peter had baptized the Gentiles without first requiring them to be circumcised

Remember: most if not all the believers at Jerusalem were Jews 
They were circumcised as small children and had been committed to the Law of Moses since childhood 
When they accepted Christ, they did not forsake their Jewish religion
They saw Christianity as an extension of Judaism 
In their minds Christ had only added new teachings to their existing law and religion 
Therefore, if a person wished to accept Christ, he had to become a Jew first...

To be circumcised, commit himself to the Law of Moses and
then observe all the ceremonies and rituals of Judaism
Once a person had done these things, that is, become a Jew, then and only then could he receive Christ and be baptized  
Then and only then could he be accepted into the church 
Peter had gone contrary to these beliefs and practices 

The news was bound to travel fast 
The early believers, who were still loyal to their Jewish religion, were shocked 
The Jerusalem church was being shaken to its foundation 
The basic belief of so many of the early believers—that Jesus had come only to enlarge and extend Judaism—was being challenged 
Peter had to give an answer, and it had to be clearly explained and understood 
Man’s Shock 

B. God’s Answer 
Notice that “they of the circumcision contended with Peter"
The word "contended" means to stand against, to take an opposite position, to take sides against, to oppose, to create a division 
It is creating strife, struggle, and discord 
They readily and willingly opposed Peter, and the idea is that it was repeated; it went on and on; the issue was prolonged
Application: We need to be careful not to come into situations with a pre-determined idea 

1)  Some hang on to their religious form, ceremony, rituals, rules, and regulations 
These are placed before the lives and salvation of men

2)  Note the true spirit of these legalists (the Self-righteous) 
Their spirits should have been rejoicing that some people were now saved and brought to the knowledge of Christ 
Instead their spirits were full of contention and divisiveness because some religious practices were violated 
3)  Prejudice, discrimination, rituals, and rules can blind us to God's purpose to reach out to all men in salvation 

All men are to be reached no matter who they are 
No church should exclude anyone 
The church's mission is to reach both the dirty and the clean, both the lower and the upper class 

Matthew 24:14 – “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come” 

Revelation 14:6 – “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,” 

The disciple is called to do the Lord's will, to reach and teach the world 
He often has to break tradition and buck the tide of doing things the way they have always been done 
When he does, he can expect criticism and contention from the legalist and the traditionalist 
Nevertheless, the true disciple of Christ remains faithful even as Peter did 
He does what God says 
He does all he can to reach out and share Christ with a world filled with desperate needs
Some churches commit a terrible crime: they monopolize the gospel, seldom if ever sharing it 
They take the gospel and keep it to themselves, shutting all others out, never reaching out to bring others in 
They build barriers of exclusiveness and prejudice, shutting themselves off from the rest of the world
Remember what Peter said in 10:34 – "Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons”

This contention would come up again 

But notice God’s answer to men’s contention –  
Acts 15:8, 9 – “And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us;” 
”And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith” 

James 2:4 – “Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?” (When we show partially)
Job 13:10 – “He will surely reprove you, if ye do secretly accept persons” 

A NARROW VIEW
II. A WORLD-WIDE VIEW (or God’s View) 
God's will for the church's vision was a world-wide ministry
“All Nations” 

Peter reached out to the contentious 

He explained as clearly and straightforwardly as he could 

He simply shared what had happened 
A. Peter’s Review – vs. 4 - 17
“But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and expounded it by order unto them,” 

( The trance and vision from God – v.5 
( A vessel or sheet descending from heaven to him – v.5
( The content of the vessel – v.6  
( The Lord speaking to him – vs. 7, 8 
( The Lord commanding him three times – v.10a 
( The vessel ascending back into heaven – v.10b 
( The supernatural timing in the arrival of Cornelius' servants – v.11
(  The Holy Spirit's instructing him to go to the Gentiles – v.12 

(  The angel's visit to the Gentile and his instructions to send for Peter – v.13 
( The Holy Spirit falling on the Gentiles even before he had finished – v.15a 
                                                                                                           (  The Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles just as "on us" – v.15b 
( The Holy Spirit fell just as the Lord promised – v.16
( God gave the Holy Spirit to Gentiles just "as He did to us"
     - v.17
B. God’s Pre-view

Everything that happened to Peter in opening the door to the Gentiles was of God, initiated and controlled by God, planned before by God!  
Peter was merely the instrument God used 
It was God's will, God's work, God's activity, God's carrying of the gospel to the world (Gentiles), not Peter's 
C. The Witness’s View – v.12 

There were six witnesses (actually 7, including Peter) to what happened, each one verifying that the event was all of God 
And note: they were Jewish believers themselves 
D. The Trusting View 
The words "nothing doubting" in v.12 means making no distinction 
God tells Peter in no uncertain terms, "Go with them [the Gentiles] making no distinctions."
Application: The same command is given to believers of our generation 
Believers are not to make distinctions, not to discriminate in proclaiming the Gospel 
What an indictment against so many! 
How many withdraw from those we deem unworthy? 
How many do not reach out to people of other races and social classes?
John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” 

A NARROW VIEW
 A WORLD-WIDE VIEW (or God’s View) 

III. OUR VIEW - v. 17, 18 

“When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life”
Let’s see what the church's response should be to God's will for a world-wide ministry
A. Peter’s Conviction 

He was convinced of three Divine Truths 
1.) That the Lord fulfills His promises 
V.16 – “Then remembered I the Word of the Lord, how that He said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.” 

It seems that Peter didn’t recognize the promise the first time around on the Day of Pentecost 
Jesus had made this promise in Acts 1:5 just prior to His ascension 

2.) Peter was convinced of another truth: 
He would not stand against God 
“Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God?” 

Peter had absolutely nothing to do with giving the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is God's doing, and one thing is sure: no man is going to stop God from doing what He purposes to do 
It was God's will that the door of salvation be opened to the Gentiles and God was doing it
3.)  It is not circumcision—not some ritual, not some ceremony, not religious works 

(Some work of righteousness) 
Titus 3:5— “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;” 

But rather belief that caused the Holy Spirit to fall on Cornelius and his family  
Look again what Peter says - "God gave them [the Holy Spirit]...[they] who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ"
Ephesians 2:8, 9 – “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:” 
”Not of works, lest any man should boast” 

B. The Church’s Convictions 

There also was the church's conviction: God grants repentance to all men
1.) Repentance is a gift of God 

V.18 says that God “granted repentance”

Men have the privilege of repenting, of actually turning from their sin to God
Isaiah 55:7 – “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon”
                                                                                                                  Acts 3:19 – “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;” 

2.) Repentance is “unto life”

Eternal Life, Abundant Life 
The person who repents experiences life immediately, and lives on experiencing life to the fullest—forever 

He never has and never will taste death
3.) God has thrown open the door of salvation to the world  
This is the church's first magna charta of missions, its first stamp of approval to world-wide evangelism 
Note: the battle is far from over 
Selfishness and self-centeredness are difficult to erase from depraved human hearts 
The battle had to be constantly fought in the early church
The struggle has continued on down to the present time 
How many churches and believers still resist world missions and evangelism either through simple neglect and unconcern or through direct opposition? 

CONCLUSION: 
- 1 -
- 12 -

