THE BOOK OF ACTS #35
The Adventure Continues – Acts 14

THE ADVENTURE CONTINUES
PAUL’S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY
              11/04/09 Wed. – vs. 1-6
DATE:  11/11/09 Wed. – vs. 7-
TEXT: Acts 14 

INTRODUCTION: 

Luke here presents the fulfillment of Paul’s first missionary journey to the region of Lycaonia 
In this chapter he travels to Iconium, Lystra and Derbe, once again facing opposition 
He then retraced his steps to ‘confirm’ the young believers and churches before returning to the sending church at Antioch in Syria 

In this chapter we will see the Methods of Paul and Barnabas 
We will see the Manifestation of the Power of God that accompanied their Preaching 

And we will see their Perils that threatened their lives in the midst of a successful ministry 

In the first part of the chapter we will follow Paul and Barnabas to the farthermost limits of their first missionary journey 

The last part of the chapter is occupied with their revisitation of the already established churches as they made their return journey back to their home church
~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~

I. THE GOSPEL MINISTRY AT ICONIUM – vs. 1-6 

When we last left the apostles they were being “expelled” from Antioch at Pisidia (v.50)
Acts 13:51, 52 – “But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium.” 
”And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.”
Iconium was the chief city of Lycaonia (Although some historians try to place it in Galatia to the NE) 

It was one place in the province that was fertile and productive 

(due to water retention and irrigation) 

Iconium was about 75 miles SE of Antioch of Pisidia 
Iconium was at the spot of the modern Turkish city of Konya 

A. The “Pattern” for Evangelism – v.1a

“And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews,” 

Barnabas and Paul were consistent in their evangelistic strategy 
Preaching first to the Jew, usually in the synagogue

Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

B. The “Fruit” of Evangelism – v.1b 

“and so spake, (they) that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed.”
The Bible says “a great multitude… believed” 
 “Both of the Jews and … Greeks” (Gentiles) 
Note: There is a distinction to be made between “Grecians” and “Greeks” 

The Grecians (Acts 6:1; 9:29 & 11:20) were Greek-speaking Jews; the Greeks were Gentiles, distinguished from the Jews 

C. The “Opposition” to Evangelism – v.2 

“But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren.”
Whenever God opens a door, there is a battle just waiting to happen as Satan tries to close it 

                                                                                                                                 I Corinthians 16:9 – “For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries” 
Here the opposition comes from the religious people 

Notice that these “unbelieving Jews…stirred up … and made their minds (The Gentiles) evil affected”

This indicates that the town’s people ordinarily had no issue with Paul and Barnabas 

But these unbelievers turned them against the faith! 

The word “unbelieving” conveys a sense of more than a lack of faith 
Rather, it has the idea of ‘willful resistance’ or ‘rebellion’ 
It at times is translated as ‘disobedient’ 
The phrase “stirred up” essentially means to ‘incite’
These Jews willfully rejected the message of Christ and went about inciting the gentiles 
No doubt through the use of scare-tactics and falsehoods

Remember back in Acts 13:50 – “But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts.” 
This is the same tactic the Devil always uses
                                                                                                                    Acts 6:12 – “And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council,” 
And we’ll see it is the same he will continue to use

Acts 17:13 – “But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, they came thither also, and stirred up the people” 

Acts 21:27 – “And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews which were of Asia, when they saw him in the temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him,” 

Notice also that these attacks were directed against “the brethren” 
Not just Paul and Barnabas but also the new converts 

D. The “Tenacity” of the Evangelists – v.3 

“Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the Word of His grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.”
It has been estimated that they spent up to six months preaching at Iconium, giving “testimony unto the Word of His grace”
1. Their “Persistence” 

They didn’t give up, even though they were fiercely opposed 

2. Their “Preaching” 

At no time did they Tone Down their message 

“speaking boldly”

Also note the source of their boldness 
They spoke boldly "in the Lord"
3. Their “Proof” 

Faithful to their Savior and His Word, the Lord did two amazing things through His servants: 

a. God testified of His Grace  

“which gave testimony unto the Word of His grace”

As a result, souls were saved and lives changed! 
b. God permitted the use of signs and wonders 
“and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands”
This was another instance in which God allowed the use of the interim “sign gifts” of the Spirit to the early church in the absence of a New Testament 
When the canon of the New Testament was complete, these various gifts, in part, were done away with 

They for all practical purposes died with the apostles 
Notice who was present – unconverted Jews and an Apostle  

Hebrews 2:4 – “God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to His own will?” 
E. The “Effects” of Evangelism at Iconium – v.4 

“But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with the Jews, and part with the apostles”

1. The “Gospel” divides men 

Satan loves to divide along sectarian grounds 
Luke 12:52 – “For from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, and two against three”

2. Not everyone will be saved  

In any evangelist outreach with the Gospel, not everyone will turn to Christ 

F. The “Departure” from Iconium – vs. 5, 6 

“And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their rulers, to use them despitefully, and to stone them,” 
                                                                                                                  

”They were ware of it, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth round about:”

Under the threat of death, Barnabas and Paul were finally forced to depart 
Matthew 10:23a – “But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: …” 

While every true Christian should be willing to lay down their life in the cause of Christ, there is generally no value in an untimely death 

Upon every Child of God is a “Necessity” 
I Corinthians 9:16 – “For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!” 

We must do what is “Necessary” 

Acts 13:46 – “Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the Word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles” 

Paul says “woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel!” 
Paul would later recall their troubles as he wrote to Timothy 

II Timothy 3:11 – “Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me” 
By – the –way it would be in Lystra that Paul finds Timothy! 

II. THE GOSPEL MINISTRY AT LYSTRA – vs. 7-18

The town of Lystra was a small Roman colony located about 20 miles south of Iconium 

It was the home town of Timothy 

Acts 16:1 – “Then came he (Paul) to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek:”

A. The “Simplicity” of Biblical Evangelism – v.7 
“And there they preached the gospel”

1. Evangelism is simply preaching the Gospel 

Acts 13:5 – “And when they were at Salamis, they preached the Word of God”
Acts 14:21 – “And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many,”
I Corinthians 15:3, 4 – “For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures;” 
”And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures:” 

a. The Gospel is Powerful 
Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

I Thessalonians 1:5 – “For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.” 

b. The Gospel is to be preached regardless 
II Timothy 4:2 – “Preach the Word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine”
2. Great Fruit will come from Gospel preaching 

Paul had no idea that his preaching under such hazardous conditions would yield him a precious “son in the faith” 

I Timothy 1:2 – “Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

I Corinthians 4:17 – “For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church.” 

I Thessalonians 3:2 – “And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith:” 

Timothy was a next generation preacher! 

B. The “Healing” of the Cripple – vs. 8-10 

“And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb, who never had walked:” 
”The same heard Paul speak: who(Paul) stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed,” 
”Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked”  

1. This is a Biblical example of “Faith” healing 
A careful comparison with Acts 3:2-8 will reveal a notable difference in that healing of the man had no “Faith” 
They were both unsaved at the time of the healings
This is a confirmation that in all cases of healing, God is the healer (No healers – James 5:14 – elders [plural])

More importantly though I want you to notice: 
2. This man was ‘impotent in his feet…who never had walked:” 
God never does miracles simply for the sake of the miracle or physical healing (in this case) 

There is a much deeper spiritual truth to be had here 

This impotent man who never had walked is a perfect picture of a sinner before they are saved 

“Walking” in the scriptures speaks of character, conduct and manner of life 

( Unbelievers walk in darkness 

This crippled man was helpless 

Job 12:25 – “They grope in the dark without light, and he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man.” 

Isaiah 59:9, 10 – “Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness.” 
”We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men.” 

Just like all sinners are helpless in their bondage of sin

The Bible says they are “blinded”, II Corinthians 4:4 – 

“In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not,” 

The Bible says they are “taken captive”, II Timothy 2:26 

“And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.” 

( Believers are to walk in the Light

God is Light – I John 1:5 –  

“This then is the message which we have heard of Him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.” 

Ill. Did you know that there is no such thing as darkness? 

Darkness is simply the absent of light 

Did you know there is no such thing as cold? 

Cold is simply the absent of heat 

Jesus said in John 8:12 – “…I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 

God requires His people to “walk in the light, as He is in the light,” – I John 1:7  
Deuteronomy 5:33 – “Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye may 
live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess.”

Deuteronomy 10:12 – “And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul,” 

Those that walk in God’s ways are happy and blessed 
Psalm 128:1 – “Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD; that walketh in his ways.” 

But until man believes on the Lord Jesus Christ and is saved he has no ability or strength to walk in God’s ways

Romans 8:7 – “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” 

“carnal mind” – worldly reason, based upon the senses
Jeremiah 13:23 – “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.” 

We are to live by faith in the Word of God

Notice v.10a – (Paul) “Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet.”  

V.9a – “The same heard Paul speak:”
Romans 10:17 – “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 

V.10b –“And he leaped and walked”
This is the whole analysis of saving faith – faith that forgets self and believes God simply on the authority of God’s Word 
C. The “Reaction” of the People – vs. 11-13 

I don’t know if you noticed or not but the evangelists had no synagogue to go to  
Here is something different! 

1. These folks were not Jewish 

v.11 – “And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men.” 
They were idol worshipping pagans 

v.12 – “And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief speaker.” 

a. Jupiter = Zeus (the supreme deity of the Greeks) 

b. Mercury = Hermes (the messenger of the gods of the Greeks) 
2. This Sign gift did not confirm the message 

Instead of believing the preached Word and the miracle healing, these unsaved Greeks got the wrong impression! 

Why?  Because the sign gifts were specifically for the Jews
I Corinthians 1:21, 22 – “For after that in the wisdom of God the world by (their) wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe”
“For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:” 

Matthew 12:38 – “Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee.” 

3. The Absents of the sign gift of Tongues 

We have here two Spirit-filled, Spirit-led, Spirit-controlled men of God who didn’t understand what the people were up to – 

V. 11 – “…they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, …” (another dialect or language) 
V.14a – “Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, (understood)  
Whether by careful listening or someone else 
I Corinthians 14:21 – “In the law (Word) it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.” 

D. The Restraint of the Apostles – vs.14, 15, 18 

This would have been a great opportunity for the two preachers to receive great honor and recognition! 

Think what could be accomplished for Christ if they allowed the Lystrans to set them up as someone special

What influence for good they may have had 

BUT, Paul and Barnabas new better! 

This is NOT God’s way 

People, we need to be weary of “good receptions” especially among the unsaved 

Luke 6:26 – “Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets” 

V.14 – “Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out,”
When the preachers realized what was going on they: 

1. Ran in among the people 

They had to get the peoples attention 

Satan was attempting to divert them from the True Gospel 
Satan doesn’t mind if people are religious – 

Just as long as they don’t get saved 

2. Preached against the idolatry
They used a bad situation for good 

We should always be ready to take any opportunity to give out the Gospel 

E. The Message of Paul – vs. 15-17 
There is a noteworthy contrast to the sermons previously recorded in Acts 2:14-40; 3:12-26; 7:2-53; and 13:15-41 

All of which were preached in the presents of the Jews 

The feature of each is OT Israeli history, from Abraham to Christ 

This message is to the Gentiles and is of an entirely different theme – Creation 
God is presented as the Creator not as the Covent God of Israel 

The hearers are pointed to His creation 

Romans 1:14-20 – (   
All preaching most go from the known to the unknown

There is a serious decline in ‘Biblical Knowledge’ today 

Evolutionary (pagan) thought as permeated our society 

More and more we need to take the same approach Paul did in reaching an increasing secular society 

However, regardless of our starting point and foundation of the Gospel message one thing to be preached is for sure – 

V.15 – “And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God,” 

Repentance and Faith 
- 11 -
- 17 -

