THE BOOK OF ACTS SERMON SERIES #4 
The Business of the Church – Acts 1:15-26 

THE BUSINESS OF THE CHURCH
DATE: 

TEXT: Acts 1:15-26 

INTRODUCTION: 

In our text we have the “minutes” of a pre-Pentecost church business meeting. 

This meeting was called to elect a successor to Judas Iscariot. 

We learn some very important principles on how to conduct a scriptural church business meeting.

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 

There are seven steps to note:  
I. PASTORAL INITIATIVE –v.15a
“And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples,” 
A. Peter was the presiding pastor among the apostle, who also served as pastors.
It was to Peter that the first Pastor (the Lord Jesus Christ) committed the care of His sheep – 
I Peter 5:4 – “And when the chief Shepherd shall appear,”
(If you look at the context of I Peter 5 you would see that he is talking to elders, or pastors.) 
John 21:15-17 - ( 
B. Here it is Peter who raises a matter for consideration. 

The initiation of church business should come from those in God-appointed leadership positions. 

C. We see this principle presented clearly in other texts – 

Acts Chapter 6 - (   (Explain the context) 

V. 2 – “Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables.” 

Acts Chapter 15 - (  (Explain the context) 
V. 7 – “And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren,” 

V. 13 – “And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me:” 

PASTORAL INITIATIVE
II. BIBLICAL PURPOSE – vs.16 -20 
“Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.”…
The Scriptural Mandate – 

In v.20 Peter is quoting Psalm 109:8 – “Let his days be few; and let another take his office.”  
Peter was taking the INITIATIVE to fulfill a scriptural mandate. 
Many problems have come about when churches conduct business meetings just for the sake of having a business meeting. 

Any meeting of God’s people needs to have a clear purpose –

including a business meeting! 

Peter clearly presents the criterion – “this scripture must needs … be fulfilled”

The local church meets to pray, plan, pursue the Lord’s work only as it is commanded by the Word of God. 

Having a scriptural basis for a business meeting will do away with having to vote on numerous petty decisions which can (and ought to) be made by pastors. 

Which can otherwise (and often do) lead to problems – 

II Corinthians 12:20 – “For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults:” 
PASTORAL INITIATIVE   BIBLICAL PURPOSE
III. PASTORAL LEADERSHIP – vs. 21, 22 
“Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,” 
22 “Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection.” 

A. One of the distinctive of a true Baptist church is its form of government. 

Unlike the many man-made religious organizations – 

New Testament church government is not “autocratic”; that is ruled by one. (i.e. a pope or a pastor) 

Nor is it “aristocratic”; that is ruled by a select few.                        (i.e. a deacon board, committee, synod or session) 

B. Three essential elements to scriptural church government: 

1. The Rule of Christ, the Head – (Final Authority) 
Ephesians 1: 22, 23 – “And hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the head over all things to the             

church,” 

“Which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all.” 

Ephesians 5:23, 24 – “For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and He is the saviour of the body.” 
24 “Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.” 

Colossians 1:18 – “And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.” 

2. The Rule of the Pastor, the Shepherd – (Leadership Authority) 
I Timothy 5:17 – “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.” 

Hebrews 13:7, 17 – “Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.”

“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.” 
I Peter 5:1-3 – “The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:”
                                                                                                           2 “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;” 
3 “Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.” 

3. The Rule of the Church, the Congregation - (Ecclesiastical Authority) 

Matthew 18:17 – “And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.” 

                                                                                                              Scriptural church government is neither a democracy (the rule of the people) nor a dictatorship (the rule of the pastor) 

It would be best defined as – 

Scriptural church government is the execution of the laws of Christ by congregational rule under pastoral leadership. 

While pastors do not decide matters outside of the expressed will of the church, they must give the church leadership and guidance before it makes a decision. 

Here, Peter instructs the people about what to vote for – 

Not who to vote for.

This same pattern is seen in Acts 6:3 – “Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.” 

                                                                                                       PASTORAL INITIATIVE   BIBLICAL PURPOSE
PASTORAL LEADERSHIP
IV. QUALIFIED PROPOSALS – v.23 
“And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.”

Two men who were eminently and equally qualified were put forward as candidates. 

As a principle of church government, it is well to note that all decisions should be made over properly (scripturally) qualified men and/or matters. 

(We are not going to vote on the color of the carpet, and we are not going to vote in men only because they are popular, etc.)  

Many a church has put a man into a position – not because he was suitably qualified, but because there was a vacancy that “had to” be filled! 
This is a highly dangerous practice! 

PASTORAL INITIATIVE   BIBLICAL PURPOSE
PASTORAL LEADERSHIP   QUALIFIED PROPOSALS
V. FERVENT PRAYER – v.24 
“And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen,”

A. Prayer is the difference between a scriptural (Holy Spirit led) business meeting and a worldly (human wisdom) one. 

Church members are to pray and seek God’s will with each and every matter that comes before the church. 

Without prayer, the whole pattern of scriptural church government breaks down. 

How many times does this happen? 

The Head cannot control the Body when pastors and church members are prayer-less!! 

B. Notice the church’s absolute dependence upon the Lord in this matter. 
Having appointed two qualified men as suitable candidates, they do not pray – 

(“shew ‘which’of these two thou hast chosen”, 
But rather…  
(“shew ‘whether’ of these two thou hast chosen,”

So many times in our decision making, we give God a limited, rather than an open-ended, option! 

Application: 

We pray to an all-knowing God – 

II Chronicles 16:9 – “For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.”
I John 3:20 – “For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.” 

He knows all about man – 
I Chronicles 28:9 – “And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.” 

And since God already knows the end from the beginning – 
Acts 15:18 – “Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.” 

Why wouldn’t we want to seek all His guidance in the affairs of life?? 
PASTORAL INITIATIVE   BIBLICAL PURPOSE
PASTORAL LEADERSHIP   QUALIFIED PROPOSALS
FERVENT PRAYER
VI. CONGREGATIONAL DECISION – v.26a 
The expression - “And they gave forth their lots;” does not mean a ‘sanctified toss of the coin’ 

In the Bible, the use of lots can refer to either:

A. A God-Ordained method of division or selection 

Leviticus 16:8 – “And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat.” 

Joshua 19:51 – “These are the inheritances, which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel, divided for an inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. So they made an end of dividing the country.” 

This kind of lottery relies upon divine intervention – 

Proverbs 16:33 – “The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD.” 
And most be commanded by the Lord 

It is a way of preventing or settling disputes – 

Proverbs 18:18 – “The lot causeth contentions to cease, and parteth between the mighty.” 

B. An act of Gambling 
John 19:24 – “They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did.” 

This kind of lottery is wicked because – 

1. It leaves everything to chance – God’s will is never in consideration 

2. It takes what belongs to others

Christians should never be involved with raffles, lotteries, bingo, casinos, or any form of so-called ‘legalized’ betting. 

We are to look to the Lord for the supply of our needs – 

Matthew 6:33 – “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”

II Corinthians 9:8 – “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things,”

Philippians 4:19 – “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

 We are to be content with what He gives – 

Philippians 4:11 – “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” 

The Lord most generally supplies our needs through hard work – 

II Thessalonians 3:10-12 – “For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.” 
11 “For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.” 
12 “Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.” 
C. A personal decision
Proverbs 1:14 – “Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse:” 

The expression - “Cast in thy lot among us” is figurative, and denotes decision made to do something. 

It is this last definition that applies to the decision of the church here in our text. 

Notice the Bible does not say they “cast” lots, but rather - 

“they gave forth their lots;”
This indicates a congregational vote was taken. 

The significance of a church vote is seen in the expressions: 

“they appointed” in v.23

“they prayed” in v.24  and

“they gave forth” in v.26 

PASTORAL INITIATIVE   BIBLICAL PURPOSE
PASTORAL LEADERSHIP   QUALIFIED PROPOSALS
FERVENT PRAYER                                                               

CONGREGATIONAL DECISION
VII. HEAVENLY RATIFICATION – v.26b
“And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.”
I’m of the persuasion that God honored the disciples chose here but God’s intended choice was to be the Apostle Paul. 
CONCLUSION: 
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