THE BOOK OF ACTS #42
Daily Christianity – Acts 17:15-17

DAILY CHRISTIANITY
The Apostle Paul in Athens 
DATE: 2/17/2010  Wed. 
TEXT: Acts 17:15-17 

INTRODUCTION: 

Paul has again been driven out, this time from Berea

V.14a – “And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul to go as it were to the sea:” 

V.15a – “And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens:”
They escorted Paul safely by boat (we believe) to Athens 

Athens, though not the political capitol of the region … 
Was the cultural, educational, and philosophical center of the then known ancient world and the birthplace of democracy
Subsequently, it has greatly influenced the development of western civilization 

It was a city of liberal pagan elitism 
It was a city of universities, the arts and the historical base of the Greek philosophers of the past such as: 

Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and other notable Greeks  
It was the city of the Acropolis, the Parthenon, and Mars Hill  
It was the academic, cultural, elitist city of the Roman Empire  
And it was pagan to its very core 
Today Athens is the capital of modern Greece

You know although Paul’s daily schedule may have been interrupted - his daily routine wasn’t 

Paul lived his life as a Christian every moment of every day exactly the same, surrendered to the Lord’s will for his life 

Wouldn’t it be great if you and I would do the same? 
I’d like to preach on this thought – 

“Daily Christianity” 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 
I. PAUL’S “JOURNEY”– v.15a 
“And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens:”

Our text tells us that while Paul was taken to Athens, Silas and Timothy stay for a short time in Berea 

V.14b – “but Silas and Timotheus abode there still”
More then likely to help establish the church there in Berea 

II. PAUL’S “HELPERS” – v.15b
The second half of v.15 shows us something very important 

“and receiving a commandment unto Silas and Timotheus for to come to him with all speed, they departed” (the Bereans)
Upon Paul’s arrival he sees that Athens is – 

V.16b – “wholly given to idolatry” 
And asks the Bereans to tell Silas and Timothy to come to him quickly 
Paul’s commandment to the men of Berea shows two things: 

1. Paul’s Leadership 
Ministry is not run by committees, where everybody gets a say or has a vote 

Leadership is essential to order and effective ministry 

But Paul was NOT a “One man show” 
2. Paul was also dependent upon others to help in the ministry 

Paul was not planning anything without his co-workers 

v.16a – “Now while Paul waited for them”
III. PAUL’S “HEART”  - v.16 (the true heart of a Soul-Winner) 
“Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry” 

Lamentations 3:51a – “Mine eye affecteth mine heart…”  

That word “stirred” literally means “provoked” or “irritated”
I believe Paul’s soul was vexed (tortured) 
II Peter 2:8 – “(For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)” 

It was said that it was easier to find an idol in Athens then it was to find a man, idolatry was rampant 

In his epistle to the Corinthian church the Apostle urged believers to I Corinthians 10:14 – “flee from idolatry” 

John cried out against idolatry I John 5:21 – “Little children, keep yourselves from idols” 
The Church at Jerusalem declared Acts 15:20 – “But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood” 
Revelation 21:8 tells us that “and idolaters, … shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death” 

Paul would later declare that in the last days – 

II Timothy 3:4, 5 – Men would be “lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;” 
”Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:” 

Did you know that idols are not needed for people to be idolatries?
I Samuel 15:23 says – “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” 

Colossians 3:5 – “…covetousness, which is idolatry:” 

No small wonder that Paul’s spirit was stirred as he looked upon a society “wholly given to idolatry” 

What is an Idol? 

It is any thing that has precedence before God 

Ourselves, family, education, money, pleasure, comfort etc.  

How sad it is today to see the many Christians who are unaffected by the condition of the lost 

We see others and are not moved with compassion and concern 
John 4:35, 36 – “Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest” 
”And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together” 

Matthew 23:37 – “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!” 

Matthew 9:36 –“But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd” 

IV. PAUL’S “ACTIONS” – v.17 
“Therefore disputed (reasoned) he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him” 
Because of what Paul saw (and felt) in v.16, we have the “therefore” found in v.17 

Both the condition and the end of unsaved humanity ought to motivate us to service for the Saviour 

This is the only recorded instance where Paul worked apart from his co-workers 

He couldn’t wait until the others arrived

He saw the immediate need and set out to do something  
V. “DAILY CHRISTIANITY” – vs. 11, 17 
The word “daily” occurs twice in Acts 17
v. 11 –“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” 
v. 17 – “Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him” 

This serves to remind us that Christianity is not a Sunday option …

But an every day life to be lived out for the Lord 

1. Daily Bible Reading – 
v.11 – “They … searched the scriptures daily” 

2. Daily Prayer – 

Psalm 55:17 – “Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and He shall hear my voice” 

Psalm 86:3 – “Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I cry unto thee daily” 

3. Daily Witnessing – 
Acts 5:42 – “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ” 

v.17 – “Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him” 

4. Daily Surrender – 
Luke 9:23 –  “And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me” 

5. Daily Blessing – 
Psalm 68:19 – “Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation”  

CONCLUSION 
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