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INTRODUCTION

We left off last time with Paul setting out on his third missionary journey – v.23
“And after he had spent some time there, he departed, and went over all the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples”              ( frij'-e-a) 

Luke now interjects in his narrative to fill in another important development happening in the early church  
That is the introduction of a Great Preacher by the name of Apollos
Now there are two different schools of thoughts about Apollos and his salvation 

Some comment that he was not saved at the time we are introduced to him

Others believe he was - but had only limited knowledge of the coming of Christ

Whatever way you conclude – one thing is certain by the time he is discipled by Aquila & Priscilla – He is saved – v.28    

I John 4:15 – “Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God” 

So I would like to Preach on this thought – 

Apollos – A Great Preacher for Christ 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 
I.  HIS “BACKGROUND” 
He was:  
A. A Jew 

“And a certain Jew named Apollos …”
Those that believe that Apollos wasn’t saved at this point mention that the Holy Spirit calls him “a… Jew” 

And that neither - Paul nor the Apostles are ever called Jews after there conversions 
B. Hellenistic (Greek Cultured)
This is evident from his Grecian name 

Apollos was the name of a Greek false god 

C. From Alexandria (founded by Alexander the Great and named for him) 
Alexandria in Egypt had a very large Jewish population 
It had become so after the fall of the southern kingdom in 606 B.C. 

Alexandria was also the home of many Greek and native Egyptians thus having a strange mixture of cultures 

It was a well-educated city with a great university and library 
It was the banking center of Egypt – which made it a city of wealth and influence 
We know very little about Apollos beyond what is given in this passage 

In I Corinthians 1:12 and 3:5, 6 Paul mention him in connection with the ministry in Corinth 

From Titus 3:13 we know he later became an outstanding and distinguished minister of the Gospel 
Because of Alexandria’s emphases on philosophy and education some believe he was strongly influenced in the wrong way  
Acts 6:9 – “Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen”                            (si-lish'-e-a)
Among the notable Alexandrian Jews was the philosopher Philo (20-50 A.D.) who produced a blend of Judaism and Greek philosophy 
II. HIS “CHARACTER” 
Apollos appears to be a remarkable man 

There are several desirable qualities for a faithful man of God found in the life of Apollos 

A. ‘Eloquence’ – v.24 
“…an eloquent man, …”

This doesn’t just mean a ‘silver-tongued oratory’ 

But rather he was gifted with God-given abilities 

Proverbs 16:1, 10a – “The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the LORD”

“A divine sentence is in the lips of the king: …” 

v.25 – “…he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord…”

The word “eloquent” has two senses: 
First - someone  that was articulate and forceful of speech  
Secondly – someone who had a sharp mind and ideas 
Both were present in Apollos life
B. ‘Mighty in the Scriptures’ – v.24b
Reference to him being “mighty in the scriptures” speaks of one who was powerful in his knowledge of the Old Testament 
(The New Testament had not been written yet)
II Timothy 2:15 – “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”

There are no short cuts here 

If we are to grow in our love and knowledge of the Lord it is going to take time and effort
Time – it doesn’t happen over night (years)
Effort – Faithfulness – everlastingly at it   

Again v.25 speaks of “diligences” – persistent effort – hard working – with a goal in mind (to bring glory to God)
Colossians 3:23 – “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;” 

Philippians 3:10 – “That I may know Him,…” 

C. ‘Instructed in the Way of the Lord’ – v.25a 
“This man was instructed in the way of the Lord;”

Educated – he was a man who had been taught 

As the children of God we need to be faithful to the teaching of the Word of God 

II Timothy 2:2 – “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also”
Titus 1:9 – “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers”

D. ‘Fervent in Spirit’ – v.25 (middle)  

“…and being fervent in the spirit,…” 
The word “fervent” means ‘to boil over’ 

It’s where we get our English word ‘zealous’ and ‘zeal’ 
He was zealous and enthusiastic in his message – 

urgent – earnestness – calling for immediate action or attention  
Apollos was undoubtedly a zealous – fiery preacher 

Romans 12:11 – “Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;” 

E. ‘Single Minded’

He did not preach some philosophy – he did not teach some religion 

“…he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord,…” 

F. ‘Teachable’ –v. 26    
“And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly”

Unfortunately – this is a quality that is missing in most churches today 

To many know-it-alls 

Proverbs 20:6 – “Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?” 

Proverbs 1:5 – “A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:” 

Proverbs 9:9 – “Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning” 

G. ‘Able to work with others’
His ministry would complement Paul’s ministry 

I Corinthians 3:6, 7 – “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase” 

”So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase”
III. HIS “DOCTRINE” 

A. Was ‘Limited’ (at first) – v.25 (end of the verse)  
He knew “…only the Baptism of John…” 

John the Baptist - of course - was the forerunner of Christ  
( At some point Apollos had come into contact with either John’s ministry years earlier in Judaea or

( Had been influenced by someone who had heard John preach 
First – Let’s look at the Baptism of John 
What exactly was it? 

Some say that the baptism that John performed was different then the baptism we practice today 

For example – the Scofield Reference Bible relegates John the Baptist’s baptism as some kind of proselyte baptism 

However – it is clear from scripture that the baptism that John performed and the baptism practiced today by Bible –believing Baptists are one and the same 
( John only baptized regenerated (saved) people 

Turn to Matthew 3:6-8 (
( He baptized by immersion 

( John 3:23 – “And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized” 

The word “baptizing” is a transliterated and not a translated 
It literally means to ‘immerse,’ ‘plunge,’ or ‘dip’ 
This is indisputable 
The idea of sprinkling or pouring is completely alien to the historic etymology (the study of word origins) of the word 
Moreover, John made a point to baptize at a place where there was much water 
In the summer in Israel - water is at a premium - especially water deep enough to immerse an adult 
John resorted to a place where he could find adequate public water to baptize 
The circumstantial evidence clearly points to immersion - apart from the etymology of the word 
Mark 1:5 – “And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins” 

( John’s baptism represented the Death, burial and resurrection of Christ 
John 1:31 – “And I knew Him not: but that He should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water” 

Acts 10:37-40 (  (Peter preaches Christ to Cornelius and his company)
B. Was ‘Expounded’ – v.26 
“whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly”

His instruction in “the way of God” may have been

a reference to an imperfect and limited knowledge he had of Christ and the Church 
Apollos was ignorant of the completeness of the Christian message that was revealed after John the Baptist through the Apostles 

Ephesians 3:2-6 ( 

I believe Apollos was well-informed about the coming Messiah  

Also consider the graciousness of Aquila and Priscilla 

“they took him unto them”
So many others would have been quick to condemn him for not being straight in all his doctrine 

They took him aside - perhaps for a meal - and 
“expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly”

The phrase “more perfectly” has the sense of more accurately or more precisely 
Apollos had zeal without complete knowledge of what he

spoke 
They evidently sat down with this bright zealous preacher

and expounded to him that Jesus was the King of which John had foretold 
They no doubt then proceeded to inform him of Christ’s life – ministry - and most importantly - His work on the

cross and the resurrection 

Where the Old Testament Saints saved? 

Did they have a complete understanding? 

C. Became ‘Effective’ – v.27, 28 

“And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: 
who, when he was come, helped them much which had 
believed through grace:” 
”For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publickly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ” 
How long Apollos remained in Ephesus - we are not told  
However - when business or other concerns drew him to go “into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him” 
It’s interesting to note that the churches communicated with each other – “the brethren wrote”
Achaia was the region of southern Greece across the Aegean Sea from the region of Ephesus 
It would include Corinth - where he evidently went   (Note Acts 19:1) 
Upon arriving in Achaia - Apollos “helped them much which had believed through grace” 

As in Ephesians 2:8 - grace and faith are closely linked 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith;” 

It is because of the grace of God that we have the privilege to believe 
Works by their very nature do not lend themselves to belief 
Grace – however – “is the dew which causes the seed of the gospel to spring forth in one’s heart by faith”
In Corinth - Apollos “mightily convinced the Jews” 
The word “mightily” has the sense of ‘forcefully,’
even ‘vehemently’ 
As Apollos evidently went to the synagogue of Corinth which had expelled Paul earlier 
He powerfully preached and debated the Jews there 
It may have been under his preaching that Sos-the-nes the new chief ruler of the synagogue – v.17 - was converted 
(I Corinthians 1:1) 
He publicly showed “by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ” 
It was customary for Jews to argue from the Talmud                 (the traditions)

Whereas Apollos forcibly argued from the Scriptures  
Indeed -the Word of God is quick and powerful 
CONCLUSION 

Apollos truly became the Man God wanted him to be 

Will you become what God wants you to be? 

I Peter 2:10 –  “Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy” 

The Making of the People of God! 
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