THE BOOK OF ACTS #48
The Church at Ephesus – Acts 19:8-20

THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS
DATE:

TEXT: Acts 19:8-20
INTRODUCTION 

In Acts 18:18-28 we saw the FOUNDATION of the church at Ephesus 

Paul started with just a small group of Believers 
Aquila and Priscilla were left to Disciple those who were saved 

Now Paul as return to continue what this couple began 

The Bible tells us in vs. 9 that Paul “…departed from them, and separated the disciples, …”
The disciples were separated and organized into a distinct body 

The Body of Christ – A NT Church 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 
I.   THE “ESTABLISHMENT” OF THE CHURCH 

A. An Evangelistic Campaign 

The first step in establishing any church is to go out soul winning 
1. The ‘Nature’ of Paul’s Effort – v.8 

“And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God”
a. It was Practical – He went to where people could be found – “the synagogue”
b. It was Bold – he was plain and frank in his Gospel presentation – “he…spake boldly…” 
Boldness requires the power of the Holy Spirit 

Acts 1:8 – “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” 

c. It was Persuasive – he used the Scriptures to dispute the unscriptural practices of the Jews and convince them of Christ 
Acts 17:2 – “And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, (and three sabbath days) reasoned with them out of the scriptures,” 

d. It was Focused – “concerning the kingdom of God” (salvation thru the New Birth) 
2. The ‘Results’ of Paul’s Effort – 9a 
“But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude”
a. Some ‘Rejected’ Christ 

The word “divers” means ‘some’ 
Whether they were a minority or majority is not

known - Likely, it was a vocal minority 
Nevertheless, hearts became hardened, they “believed not” 
And they began to sow discord within the synagogue concerning Paul’s preaching by

speaking “evil of that way before the multitude”
I’m afraid for people when I hear that they are complaining 

Turn with me to Hebrews 3:7-19

Not everyone that hears the Gospel will be saved 
It’s our responsibility to sow the seed 

Acts 13:46 – “Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of 
God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles” 

b. Some ‘Believed’ on Christ – v.9b 
“he departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus”

There were those who were truly converted -  

(Those Paul won during his brief layover 

(Those subsequently won and discipled by Aquila and Priscilla

( Those who believed under the preaching of Apollos 

( The 12 false disciples who were truly saved 

( Those who did believe on Christ during Paul’s 3 month campaign  

B. A Church is Organized 

The disciples were separated from the synagogue crowd 
This is what happens when a NT church is organized 

The Baptized Believers are organized into a separate and distinct entity 

A Church is an “ekklesia” 

The idea behind this Greek word is a select group of people called out to meet together at a specific time and place 

Hebrews 13:13 –“Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach” 

The first meeting House of that Church was a rented schoolhouse 

The name “Tyrannus” means “the Tyrant” 

He must have been some schoolmaster! 

A CHURCH IS “ESTABLISHED”

II. AN “OUTREACH” IS BEGUN  - v.10 
“And this continued by the space of two years; so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the Word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks”
In v.10 we find a declaration of what is one of the most notable achievements found in Paul’s Ministry 

The Scriptural Model for present-day churches to reproduce themselves 

Over the space of only two years the Bible says – 

“ all they which dwelt in Asia heard the Word of the Lord Jesus,” 

Acts 8:4 – “Therefore they( that were scattered abroad) went every where preaching the Word” 

We know from other scripture that at least nine churches were established in that province

They were: Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, Hierapolis, Miletus and Colosse 

The natural conclusion would be that Paul went to each of these cities and established a church 

However, this was not possible 

Look with me a the end of v.9 – Paul was “disputing daily” 

And that for 2 yrs. and 3 months – vs. 8a & 10a
So - if Paul stayed at Ephesus - then how did this happen? 

A. Paul Reproduced Himself in other Men 

It doesn’t matter how energetic, driven or productive a preacher may be 

There is only so much any one man can do 

Paul reproduced himself in others 

This is God’s way 

II Timothy 2:2 – “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” 

1. Paul trained Men as Pastors

How do we know? 
When Paul stopped at Miletus some time after he left Ephesus – he called for the Elders (Pastors) out of the Church at Ephesus to come meet with him 

Acts 20:17 – “And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church”  

Where did these men come from? 

According to Paul – he trained them 
Acts 20:20, 27, 31 – “And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house,”

“For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God”

 ” Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears” 

Titus 1:9 – “Holding fast the faithful Word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers” 

2. Paul trained Men as Evangelists (Church Planters) 
One of the Churches established in Asia was Colosse 

Paul never personally was there and he never saw the believers 

But he had heard all about them 

Colossians 1:3, 4 – “We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,” 
”Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints,” 

Colossians 2:1 – “For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;” 

The man who is credited with the evangelization of this area was Epaphras (ep'-a-fras)
Colossians 1:5-7; 4:12 

He may have had a hand also in the church that met in Philemon’s home 

Philemon 23 

3. Some other notable Ephesian Preachers 

In addition to Epaphras the Bible identifies two other notable preachers out of the church at Ephesus

Tychicus (tik'-i-kus) – means “chance”  
Ephesians 6:21 – “But that ye also may know my affairs, and how I do, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, shall make known to you all things:” 

Colossians 4:7 – “All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful minister and fellowservant in the Lord:” 

Trophimus (trof'-it-mus) – means “foster child” 
Acts 20:4 – “And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus” 

Acts 21:29 – “(For they had seen before with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian, whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple)” 
In accomplishing this training ministry, Paul did not work alone 

The Bible mentions four other men who served with Paul to train others 

Timothy and Erastus (e-ras'-tus) - means "beloved"
Acts 19:22 – “So he sent into Macedonia two of them that ministered unto him, Timotheus and Erastus; but he himself stayed in Asia for a season” 

Gaius and Aristarchus (ar-is-tar'-kus) 

Acts 19:29 – “And the whole city was filled with confusion: and having caught Gaius and Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, Paul's companions in travel, they rushed with one accord into the theatre” 

This plan for Ministry was instituted by the Lord Jesus Himself 

Luke 10:1, 2 – “After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before His face into every city and place, whither He Himself would come” 
”Therefore said He unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He would send forth labourers into His harvest” 

B. A ‘Base’ of Operations

Ephesus became the Center of Operations for that area 
The men who were saved and trained - would then win and train others also 

II Timothy 2:2 – “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” 

Who in turn would go out together to win and train others 

Ill. In 432 A.D. – the son of a Scottish Baptist Deacon returned to Ireland with a team of 12 men. In a remarkable way, Patrick brought the pure Gospel of Christ to that pagan nation. 

100 yrs after the death of Patrick, an Irish preacher by the name of Columba established a preaching base on the Hebrides Islands of Iona, off the west coast of Scotland. From Iona, teams of preachers – independent of Rome – evangelized Scotland, England, then Normandy(Coast of French), Friesland (Holland), Denmark, and parts of Germany. 

A CHURCH IS “ESTABLISHED”

AN “OUTREACH” IS BEGUN  
III. AND A PEOPLE ARE “EFFECTED” - vs. 11-20   

A. ‘True’ Miracles – vs. 11, 12 
These miracles belong to the category of the “Sign Gifts” 

They were promised to the Apostles for the purpose of convincing unbelieving Jews and Confirming the Preached Word 

The New Testament had not been completed as of yet 

II Corinthians 12:12 –  “Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds” 

Hebrews 2:4 – “God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to His own will?” 

Notice with me v.11 – “And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul:”
The Bible says these were “special miracles” 

Which removes any precedent for the present-day                             so-called “Faith Healers” 
B. ‘False’ Miracles –vs. 13-17a 
II Corinthians 11:14 – “And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light” 

The word “vagabond” means “wanderer” 
These were the sons of a local Jewish priest who had some kind of traveling sideshow 

They were 1st Century “fake-healers” whose specialty was exorcism 

1. The Bible summary of Exorcism
Exorcism is an occult practice

It is an attempt to use incantations and magic formulas to remove evil spirit 

Such practices usually only substitute one devil for another 

Matthew 12:43-45 
Again the ability to cast out devils was a “Sign Gift” given to the Apostles 
2. The Sons of Sceva used the name of Jesus 

Like Simon of Acts 8 – they observed God’s power working through the Apostle Paul 

They considered Jesus name to be some magic formula 

Notice the wording at the end of v.13 – 

“We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth”

3. The Evil Spirit gives answer to the Exorcists – vs. 15, 16 

The devil most assuredly knew the name of Jesus  - 

“And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know”

Matthew 8:28, 29; Luke 8:28-31 
The Evil Spirit knew Paul – 

“…and Paul I know;…”  
Now note their question to these so-called exorcists 

“…but who are ye?”
This is question that we need to ask ourselves 

Is our life and what we do for Christ getting the attention of the kingdom of darkness? 

Is our church known and feared because it prevails against the gates of hell? 

Matthew 16:18 

The possessed man then attacks these would-be exorcists 

Demon possession accounts for super-human strength 

Mark 5:1-4  (the demonanic of Gadeara) 
4. Satan’s Counterfeit is turned to God’s Glory – v.17a 
“And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus;”

This attempt to duplicate the power of God was nothing more then a satanic ploy attempting to discredit the Gospel in the minds of the unsaved 

However – God uses this remarkable event to bring about the salvation of many in Ephesus 
C. The Change of True Salvation – vs. 17b, 18

“and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified”
”And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds”  

When a person is genuinely saved there is a change that takes place 

II Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” 

True repentance is evidenced by actions – visible fruit

Matthew 3:8 – “Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:” 

There are some things pertaining to our past life that a believer must literally put away – not “tuck away” 

V.19 – “Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver”
It’s interesting to note that the Bible tells us the cost of these folks repentance 
This was a very expensive bonfire 

The term “pieces of silver” is thought to be the equivalent of four denarii or one shekel 

This was about 224.5 grains of silver or about a ½ troy 

ounce

In Bible days a denarius was a days pay for a day’s labor 

Matthew 20:2 – “And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard” 
Fifty thousand pieces of silver was the equivalent of 550 years of work! 

Christians ought to destroy any thing from their old life 

Notice also that it was done publicly 

Public profession of Christ always strengthens a man spiritually 

Romans 13:11-14 (
1. The Word of God ‘Grew’ – v.20a 
“So mightily grew the word of God”
Matthew 13:23 – “But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and 
understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty” 

The only way God’s Word can grow is in its effect in a believer’s and a church’s life 

2. The Word of God ‘Prevailed’ 

“…and prevailed”

CONCLUSION 

In this struggle for the eternal souls of men – the Word of God ‘Prevailed’
This means that it won out over the opposition 

God has promised prevailing power to the Lord’s churches as they advance the Gospel 

Matthew 16:18 – “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” 
To accomplish God’s eternal work of redemption we have at our disposal – 
( Holy Ghost power – Acts 1:8 – “But ye shall receive power,” 

( Word of God power – Hebrews 4:12 – “For the word of God is quick, and powerful,” 

( Gospel power – Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation”

( Prayer power – Acts 4:31 –“And when they had prayed, the place was shaken”

( Preaching power – I Corinthians 1:18 – “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God” 

A Great church was born out of a Great Struggle – with much opposition 

Satan fights for every inch of ground he is losing 

Every one of us needs to have a B.A. & D.D. after their name 
“Born-again” and “Devil Disturber”! 

Won’t we determine to be that kind of Church! 

A CHURCH IS “ESTABLISHED”

AN “OUTREACH” IS BEGUN  
AND A PEOPLE ARE “EFFECTED”
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- 19 -

