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INTRODUCTION
In our previous studies, we found all that had been prophesied about the apostle Paul had come to pass  
He was taken by a mob that almost killed him, 
But was rescued by the chief captain 
He then was brought before Sanhedrin that didn’t care a thing about justice  
When he saw that the council was composed of both Pharisees and Sadducees, 
He divided the group by stating he was a Pharisee 
Since the Sadducees did not believe, they began to quarrel over the point 
And the argument became so heated, that Paul had to be withdrawn again lest he been killed  
As strong as the bitterness was against Paul in the Council  
It was even stronger on the outside
Let’s look at our text tonight and I would like to preach on the thought – 
“THE PLOT” - Paul’s Escape from Jerusalem  

~~~Prayer~~~  
First, let’s consider:

I.  THE PLOT THAT WAS “DISCUSSED” 
A. The ‘Scheme’ – vs. 12, 13  

Notice the phrase, “banded together”   
This is one thing you can give Satan's people credit for, banding together  
I don’t wish to sound negative, but in most cases the devil's people seem to know more about how to band together than God's people do  
You’ve see this on the news reports all the time 

They report on the large numbers of abortionists, homosexuals, etc., gathering and marching, trying to sway public opinion 
Seldom do Christians band together in large numbers to accomplish anything for Christ  
When it does happen, Do you think it’s reported?  
Not very often, and not very loudly  
However, we can’t let that discourage us  
It didn’t stop the apostle Paul 
Truth: We need to use the strength God provides when joining with other Christians in our goal of winning the lost to Christ! (In our families, community) 

It would be a good thing for God's people to understand the value of banding together so that Satan can’t enter in 
We find a very special phrase in the Book of Acts  – 

“One Accord” (7xs) 
Acts 1:14, 2:1, 46, 4:24, 5:12, 8:6, 15:25 

With one mind; united; unanimously 
There were no schisms, no divided interests, no discord 
This is a beautiful picture of devotion -

→To the Lord Jesus Christ 

→And to on another 

Psalm 133:1 – “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” 

A church can enjoy a tremendous revival in which 
sins are confessed and repented of, souls are saved, and lives are made right    
But then there is also the obligation of living in “one accord” in the Lord  
Because that is the only way to keep Satan from hindering the Lord's work!
Galatians 6:2 – “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” 
Ephesians 6:13 – “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand” 

The Holy Spirit as taught us that there is only one way for His children to overcome Satan as we march forth to win the lost  
And that is – Together

Exodus 19:8 –  “And all the people answered together, and said, All that the Lord hath spoken we will do” (Hear the preaching of the Word together)
Psalms 34:3 - “O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together” (Worship together) 
Romans 15:30 -  “Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me;” (Praying  together) 
I Corinthians 1:10 – “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (Get along) 
I Corinthians 3:9a – “For we are labourers together with God:” (Soul winning together) 
I Thessalonians 5:11 -  “Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do” (comfort one another together) 
We cannot win battles all by ourselves
One of the reason God instituted the Church was because of the strength of numbers  
A Church is a group of believers that have voluntarily banded together for the cause of Christ, to carry out the Great Commission   
The devil's crowd knows this strategy too 
We see a perfect example of this in Acts 16, when Paul and Silas were in Philippi  
Let’s look at these unbelievers’ determination vs.12, 13  
“...saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul”                                                                        “ And they were more than forty which had made this conspiracy” 

Those men were so fanatical they were willing to face the spears of the Roman soldiers who were holding Paul  
They felt it was their religious duty to kill the apostle Paul  
When men and women are motivated out of religious duty, 
Nothing will discourage them from accomplishing what they want to accomplish  

Paul was able to relate to that type of motivation  
For before He knew the Lord as his personal Savior, he thought it was his religious duty to stamp out Christianity single-handedly  
Can you imagine what could be done for the Lord if forty Christians would band themselves together … 
And be so determined to win souls that they would vow not to eat until souls were saved  
Just the thought of such a conspiracy is exciting!    
And, Satan knows if such a group ever got together … 
he would not stand a chance of stopping them! 
The ‘Scheme’ 

B.  The ‘Strategy’ – vs. 14, 15
Not only did they recognize they had to cooperate … 
But that they had to have a Plan  
Once again we see what Satan's crowd is capable of  
They knew how to Band together and Plan together   
And again, at the risk of sounding negative I must say 
That at times it seems that God's people do not know how to Band or Plan together  
Now, I am not saying that the church does not do this at all 
Generally, any church that is doing something for the Lord, is planning  
Every member should recognize no one can do the job alone  
God placed the church, which is a collection of believers, to Band together and Plan together to do His Work  
When believers will Band and Plan they will be successful in doing God's work 
However, in talking to most Christians you would think that everyone is to do their “own thing” 
They think that everyone else is going to do something so they don’t have to be concerned   
If you examine the churches that operate on this principal year after year  
You will probably find that nothing every gets done

You could come back in a year or two and it still would be just those few   
It is our prayer that the Lord will teach us the importance of banding and planning together  
Those forty men in our text had banded together and made the plan to pretend to want to ask Paul more questions  
And when he was brought out they planned on killing him! 
The ‘Scheme’ and the ‘Strategy’
THE PLOT THAT WAS “DISCUSSED”  
II.  THE PLOT THAT WAS “DISCOVERED”
A. The ‘Revelation’ – v.16 
In Daniel 2:47 the Bible says that God is “a revealer of secrets,” (Psalm 44:21)
What are the chances that Paul’s nephew just happened to be around when these men were discussing the plot

Often adults say things in front of children they should never say  
In this case, we can be glad that this young man heard what (I’m sure) they did not want anyone to hear  
The Bible tells us Paul's sister's boy was nearby and heard what they were going to do  
So he went and told Uncle Paul  
Truth:  Children often are criticized for what they say and do  
But adults often forget their children are what they are because they watch and listen to them  

Ill.  Someone said,  “The kind of person your child is going to be, he or she is already becoming” 
I’m sorry to say this, but the problem with most children are their parents   
Ill. Someone else said,  “Children are natural mimics - they act like their parents in spite of every attempt to teach them good manners”
As your Preacher I often quote -  
“Train up a child in the way he should go...” 
But what I fail to mention is – 
The way our children should be going is the way we should be going!

It’s good to see that Paul’s Nephew had been properly trained  
He knew what he heard was (very) wrong  
He ran and told Uncle Paul  
Those men who were plotting against Paul made the same fatal mistake that many other adults make … 
They think children are not paying attention  
But, children hear and see more than we think  
They will mimic and will tell what adults Say and Do!
The ‘Revelation’ 
B.  The ‘Result’ – vs. 17-22 
Notice, God used a young man to save the life of the apostle Paul   
So many times 2 very important age groups in the church are overlooked:

→ The elderly

→ The youth and children 

This is 2/3 of God's work force being eliminated, because they are being overlooked 
There is a tremendous amount of potential in our young people and our Senior Saints 
Why is it we seem to have the notion that God cannot use people until they are 21 and will only use them until they are 45?  
Could it be that we are so influenced by worldly philosophy 
Ill.  Uncle Sam calls out those who are 18, and will use them only until they reach a certain age, or give a certain number of years in the service.  This is only one example...

However, God will use those of any age who are willing to do His will 
Do you know who brings more people to church than anyone else in most churches?  
Check it out - young people and children will bring more visitors to church than anyone else in the congregation  
God uses children to bring their friends and families to church  
And many times these young people are the vessels God uses to win them to Himself   
In our text, God used Paul's young nephew to save his life 
The ‘Revelation’ and the ‘Results’
THE PLOT THAT WAS “DISCUSSED” 

THE PLOT THAT WAS “DISCOVERED”  
III.  THE PLOT THAT WAS “DETOURED”
A. The ‘Extradition’ – vs.23, 24  

We begin to realize the danger Paul was in when we see the large number of soldiers that were ordered  to protect him 
The chief captain sent for:

→ Two centurions

→ Two hundred soldiers

→  Seventy horsemen

→  Two hundred men with spears

Let’s look back to v.11 

“And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome”

I can almost picture Paul as he rode out of Jerusalem surrounded by four hundred seventy body guards  
Truth: No one can ever accuse God of not taking care of His own   
Another thing this passage teaches us is that God's people who will take a stand, and live by God's Word, 
Still need  the  Holy “Body Guard” to protect us from the evil that is being perpetrated by Satan to try and stamp out the work God is trying to do
The ‘Extradition’ 
B. The ‘Explanation’ – vs.25-30    

Notice this captain, in his explanation, only told part of the truth in his letter  
He said that Paul was about to be killed when he came along and rescued him when he heard that Paul was a Roman citizen  
The fact was, when he first came along to rescue Paul from the mob, he accused him of being an Egyptian   
Look back at Acts 21:38 -  
“Art not thou that Egyptian, which before these days madest an uproar, and leddest out into the wilderness four thousand men that were murderers?”  

At that point he did not know Paul was a Roman citizen 
He did not  learn that until he had given orders to have him beaten and Paul asked him if he had authority to beat a Roman citizen  
When he asked that the chief captain became frightened because he did not have that authority, 
And he knew that if Felix found out he would be in serious trouble  
Now, writing to Felix to explain, he wanted to be sure that he looked right in Felix's eyes, 
So he stated that he stopped the violent mob from killing Paul, who was a Roman citizen   
Truth: It is always interesting how people can give their explanations and make themselves look so good
CONCLUSION – vs. 31-35  

From there Paul was taken to Rome, never again to return to Jerusalem  
From Rome he went to his eternal home 
INVITATION
We’ve covered a lot of different truth in tonight’s message

The Truth about being of one accord – 

→ In our Families 

→ In our Church 

The Truth is that our children are just a reflection of the parents 
The Truth that God takes care of His own
The Truth that we tend to always put our own slant on situations  
THE PLOT THAT WAS “DISCUSSED”
THE PLOT THAT WAS “DISCLOSED”
THE PLOT THAT WAS “DETOURED”
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