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INTRODUCTION

This final chapter records the final leg of Paul’s journey to Rome and the beginning of his first Roman imprisonment 

After a traumatic two weeks of being caught up in a violent Mediterranean storm, the great cargo ship was finally run aground on the shores of an unknown land (Acts 27:26)

Let’s look back at Acts 27:39-44  

In keeping with God’s Promise of Acts 23:11; 27:24 …  

Paul is that much closer to arriving at his destination 

From this situation we can learn that God even directs and leads through seemingly insurmountable odds 

Because of this shipwreck Paul enjoyed a 3 month Ministry on (probably) what was up to this point an unreached field 

Genesis 50:20 – “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive” 


Esther 4:14 – “For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 

God's protective hand in looking after His servant is clearly seen in this passage 

As believers we can study this passage and be rest assured of God's protective hand through all the trials of life, no matter how severe they may be 

~~~Prayer~~~
 
[bookmark: link708]I. THE “DELIVERANCE” – v. 1 

God's messenger was shipwrecked, but safe 

God had promised to keep Paul safe and He had, 

God also saved everyone else on the ship 

This was a situation that only God could orchestrate 

There was...

• The violent storm which mercilessly drove the ship under its own ferocious power for fourteen days 


• The utter hopelessness of the situation: everyone (except Paul) had lost all hope of being saved - Acts 27:20

• The attempted abandonment of the ship by the sailors to save their own lives, which would have doomed all passengers to shipwreck and death - Acts 27:30, 31  

• The soldiers' plan to kill the prisoners, including Paul, to prevent their escape - Acts 27:42

The point is that God promised to deliver Paul … 

And God kept His promise as He always does!

Acts 23:11 – “And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome” 

Acts 27: 21-26 
 
I Corinthians 1:8, 9 – “Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
“God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord” 
 
I Corinthians 10:13 - “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; …


but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it”  

II Samuel 22:1, 2 – “And David spake unto the LORD the words of this song in the day that the LORD had delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul:” 
“And he said, The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer” 

Psalm 34:4 - “I sought the LORD, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears” 

Psalm 56:13 – “For Thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt not Thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of the living?”

THE “DELIVERANCE” 

[bookmark: link709]II. THE “KINDNESS” – v.2    

Paul and the others are marooned and faced with uncertainty  

Notice two things 

A. The natives were called “barbarians” 

But this does not mean they were an uncivilized people 




In the ancient world anyone who did not follow Greek customs and speak the Greek language were called barbarians 

All non-Greeks and non-Romans were foreigners, or barbarian people 

I Corinthians 14:11 – “Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me” 

B. Also the island natives were isolated on a somewhat insignificant and poor island  

They could have easily...

• felt threatened by the shipwrecked victims 

• taken advantage of the situation and killed and stolen whatever valuables the survivors had 

But instead we see God's overruling protection 

The natives showed a kindness beyond the ordinary 

The word “kindness” is the word from which we get our word philanthropy 

It means a love for mankind, the kind of love that reaches out in special ways 

Apparently, the natives helped the shipwrecked victims by extending many kindnesses to them 

“no little kindness” – “out of the ordinary”

The point to see is how God takes care of those who believe His promises and follow His instructions

I want you to notice something here 

Through Paul, God said in 27:21-26 that He would save him and everyone else with him 

But the crew almost ruined it – 27:30 

They set out to save themselves, not accepting God's Word 

Only the strong warning of God and the destruction of the lifeboat saved the crew and perhaps the others 

Truth: Strong preaching will do the same for us! 

There are things in our lives that must be destroyed or they will destroy us!   

And note: it was from this point on that things began to go well for everyone  

When there was nothing on board to save the ship's crew and passengers, 

When their only hope and trust was in Paul's God, 

Then God was able to take over and begin to bless them 

They were saved, gloriously so, and welcomed Kindly by the natives of the island 

God again fulfilled His wonderful promise 
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God's messenger was snake bitten, but healed 

Why did God let His dear servant be snake bitten? 

Had he not already suffered and gone through enough? 

A. “When Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks …” - v.3a 

It doesn’t matter where you find Paul 

He is always laboring that the Gospel won’t be hindered 

II Thessalonians 3:8-10 

In Acts 18:3 when Paul came to Corinth, he found Priscilla and Aquila – “And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought: for by their occupation they were tentmakers” 
  


Paul had been under as much strain as had any of the others during their days at sea 

Yet, here we fine him doing his share of the work 

The natives kindled a fire and when wood was needed, Paul set out to gather sticks for it, and laid them on the fire, and  

B. “there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand”- v.3b  

This was a horrifying sight to the natives of the island

They knew the bite of that deadly viper meant certain death

And with minds steeped in heathen superstitions, jumped to a conclusion 

v. 4 -“No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live”    

Their conclusion was drawn solely from their superstitions … 

And from the great original principle written in their conscience at creation



Deuteronomy 32:35 – “To Me belongeth vengeance, and recompence;” 

You don’t have to be saved to understand Sowing and Reaping 

(Romans 1:19, 20; 2:14, 15, Genesis 4, Cain & Able)  

We are all Snake Bit by Sin 

The Devil as lured us into his lair  
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Truth: The same is true today in this the Age of Grace 

Most carnal Christians look at the misfortune of others as Divine Judgment 

But nothing is further from the truth

John 9:1-3 and the man born blind 

John 11:1-4 and Lazarus 

I’m not saying that God won’t judge sin in a Christian’s life 

But we are not to judge our fellow men when tragedy strikes 

We are not to assume that God is dealing with them 


Sin has already been judged on the Cross! 

Sin will be judged one day, by the Righteous Judge …

For those who have not applied the Blood!

V.5 – “And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm” (Mark 16:18) 

THE “DELIVERANCE”

THE “KINDNESS” 

THE “SNAKE BITE” 

IV. THE “GREAT OPPORTUNITY” – vs. 6-10 

God's messenger faced superstition and heathenism, 

But he was given a unique opportunity for evangelism 

V. 6 – “Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a 
great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god”

The question was presented: Why did God let Paul get bit? 

Here’s the answer

That Paul would be given an open door to preach the Gospel 

We don’t know what gods these folks worshipped …

But they attributed Paul’s preservation to them, even calling Paul a god 

This wasn’t the 1st time – Acts 14:11, 12 

In Lystra, when Paul and Barnabas ministered there, Paul healed a lame man 

The crowd said – “… the gods are come down to us in the likeness of men!”

Paul was about to introduce to them … 

(Paul on Mar’s Hill in Athens)

Acts 17:23 – “For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you” 

… The True and Living God 

Look first at: 

A. Publius’ Father Healed – vs.7, 8 

It seems the head Honcho took a liking to Paul and the others with him 


v. 7 – “In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the island, whose name was Publius; who received us, and lodged us three days courteously”

Publius was the chieftain of these Island people 

Our verse says that he had “possessions”

That is property, with buildings 

No doubt he was wealthy 

The name Publius is Latin, he may have been appointed governor of his people by the Romans 

2 inscriptions bearing his name have been found in Malta 

(Tradition has it that Publius later became the 1st pastor of a church on the Island) 

V.8 – “And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him”  

The Greek word for “bloody Flux” is the word we get our modern English word Dysentery from 

This was a potentially fatal illness, as Dr. Luke so carefully notes 


The remarkable thing here is that the healing was done by the preacher, while the doctor looked on 

Paul’s kindness opened up the opportunity for him and his folks to present the Gospel!

This was always Paul’s goal! 

Romans 15:18, 19 – “For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed,” 
“Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ” 

Not only was Publius’ father healed but:  

B. Others Were Healed – vs. 9, 10 

Through the calamity of a shipwreck, the Lord had opened a door for the Word of God to be preached 

So often, 

“Our disappointments are God’s Appointments”

I Corinthians 16:9 – “For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries” 



v.10 – “Who also honoured us with many honours; and when we departed, they laded us with such things as were necessary”

There is a special (though often intangible) reward for those who preach the Gospel 

Romans 10:15b – “… as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” 

The greatest of which is the abiding present of Christ 

Matthew 28:19, 20 - “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” 
“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen” 

It appears from v.10 that Paul and his company received material honors

And when it came time to leave they were well supplied by the people  

CONCLUSION 

Following a stay of 3 months on Malta, the journey of Paul to Rome is almost finally completed 


If the shipwreck took place at the end of October (Yom Kippur + 14+days), then the journey resumed at the end of January, 61 A.D. 

Shipping lanes on the Mediterranean usually opened up in late February or early March    


THE “DELIVERANCE”

THE “KINDNESS”

THE “SNAKE BITE” 

THE “GREAT OPPORTUNITY” 
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