THE BOOK OF ACTS #64
Paul’s Ministry in Rome – Acts 28:11-31
PAUL’S MINISTRY IN ROME
All Roads Lead There 

DATE:

TEXT: Acts 28:11-29

INTRODUCTION:

Review vs. 1-10  

We left off last time in v.10 were the Bible says – 

“Who also honoured us with many honours; and when we departed, they laded us with such things as were necessary”

Paul and his party remained on Malta for three months; 

And, thanks to Paul, they were treated graciously and sent on their way with generous gifts 

Since they had lost everything in the shipwreck, the passengers were grateful to have their needs supplied 

Luke says nothing about evangelism on the island, 

But we must believe that Paul shared the Gospel with anybody who would listen 

His miraculous deliverance from the sea and from the viper, and his power to heal, would certainly arouse the interest of the people; 


And Paul would have wanted to give the glory to the Lord 

Matthew 5:16 – “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” 

So as we leave Malta with Paul …

Let’s continue this evening by looking at – 

PAUL’S MINISTRY IN ROME – vs. 11-29 

~~~Prayer~~~

I.     PAUL’S “ARRIVAL TO” ROME – vs. 11-16 

A. A New Ship – v.11 

1. v. 11a - This was a vessel similar to the one they had been shipwrecked and mentioned in Acts 27:6 - 

“And there the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us therein” 

Its captain had had the good sense to stay in port during the poor sailing season 

2. v. 11b – “Castor and Pollux” represents the pagan “good luck” charm that was either painted on the ship or its sails, or carved as its figurehead (on the bow) 


In mythology, Caster and Pollux were twin sons of Zeus (Jupiter) 

It was said that Poseidon gave them power over the winds and the waves 

The pagans believed that these twins were translated to the heavens to become the constellation known as Gemini 

They were supposed to be the gods that watched over sailors 

I’m sure the shipmaster thought by putting a likeness of these twins on their ship, they would find favor with the gods

Luke may have been a little sarcastic in mentioning this 

In light of their recent experience 

Where only the grace of God could have brought then through that storm (not good luck)  

B. From Malta to Sicily – v. 12 

1. v. 12a – “And landing at Syracuse” 

Syracuse was the main city on the Island of Sicily



Located on the east coast, about 80 miles north of Malta 

It was in the direct route from Malta to Rome 

Thus it would have been one of the scheduled stops along the way 

2. v. 12b – 3 days were spent in port, of which we are given no details   

C. From Sicily to Italy – v. 13 

1. v. 13a - Luke presents an accurate record of travel by sea in a sailing vessel 

He notes, after leaving Syracuse, they “fetched a compass”

The phrase literally means they wandered in heading  

Specifically, it means the ship had to tack back and forth into a contrary wind 

(in this case northerly, as they were heading north toward Italy)

(Note: a lot of people wander around in life) 

2. v. 13b – “and came to Rhegium”                                                        


This was an Italian city in the Kingdom of Naples,    
	
Located on the coast near the SW extremity of the mainland (the tip of the boot)

The ship remained one day there and then – 

“the south wind blew” – a favorable wind which made for good sailing 

This area was known as the Straits of Messina and was dangerous to sail through

Therefore ships would frequently wait at Rhegium for the south wind 

(Note: we need to learn to wait for the right wind)

3. v. 13c – “and we came the next day to Puteoli”

Puteoli was a harbor located in the Bay of Naples 

It was the closest commercial harbor to Rome 

The journey from Rhegium to Puteoli took 2 days and covered a distance of over 200 miles 

They made good time aided only by the favorable southerly wind on the 2nd day 

The city was widely known for it Hot Springs 

People would come from all over to bathe for their health 

It was for these hot springs that the city was named 

Puteoli means “the wells” 

D. The Encouragement of “Brethren” – v. 14 

1. v. 14a – “We found brethren” 

Evidently there was a church at Puteoli 

Notice that it says that they “found” 

Means that they had to go looking 

(Note: whenever we travel, we should look for a sound church and the fellowship of other believers) 
				
It would be interesting to know something about these “brethren” 

→ Who they were 

→ How they came to believe 

→ Who brought the Gospel to them 

But the Holy Spirit does not see fit to give us these details 

One thing we can be sure of, however …

Is the blessing and joy of the Christian Fellowship Paul and the others found in these “Brethren” 
 
Such is the relationship between true believers, wherever someone goes 

2. v. 14b – “and were desired to tarry with them seven days:”

For 7 days Paul and his companions “tarried” with the Christians at Puteoli 

Evidently, the Roman officer Julius, in appreciation for what Paul had done in saving him in the shipwreck, allowed Paul to spend a week there 

It must have been a great time of fellowship as well as rest after the arduous voyage by sea 

Though no record is made by Luke, the question could be posed: 

Did Paul, through his lengthy association with Julius, lead him to Christ? 

The Roman certainly showed him courtesy and kindness in their journeys together 



3. v. 14c – “and so we went toward Rome”

Finally, Paul’s company took their leave of the Brethren and “went toward Rome”  

E. The ‘Approach’ to Rome – v. 15

1. v. 15a – “And from thence” 

Between Puteoli and Rome ran the great Appian Way, 

A major fully-paved Roman highway over which commerce, communication, and military traffic passed daily 

It would be the ancient equivalent to a modern interstate highway 

Portions of this highway still exist in Italy 

Word had reached Rome of Paul’s arrival on the Italian mainland 

Couriers traveled regularly along this arterial route 

I believe as soon Paul found the brethren, that communiqué was sent to the other churches in Italy 

2. v. 15b – “When the brethren hear of us” 

Speaks of the Brethren in the Church at Rome  

In some way, the message reached them that Paul was on his way to the city

Paul had several years before, written his epistle to them and they were well aware of who he was

Paul had written to the Romans from Corinth (Acts 20) 

Also in the epistle Paul mentions a large number of brethren with whom he is personally acquainted

Romans 16:3-15 

The Church met in the house of Aquila and Priscilla 

Romans 16:5  

3. v. 15c – “they came to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns 

Brethren from the Roman churches therefore, upon hearing of his arrival, 

Journeyed to meet Paul before he arrived in the city 

(they did not want to wait!) 

They met him at two different locations, 

Implying two different groups traveled to meet him


Maybe two different churches  

The first met him at “Appii Forum”, 

A market city along the Appian Way, about 40 miles south of Rome 

Evidently, another group joined them at “The Three Taverns”, 

This was a wayside area along the highway approximately 30 miles from Rome 

4. v. 15d – “whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage”  

It no doubt was a joyous time 

Eager men from the church at Rome got to meet the great apostle and the beloved brethren 

Luke wrote that when Paul saw them – 

“he thanked God, and took courage”

Long had the Apostle yearned to preach the Gospel in Rome 

In the Book of Romans Paul wrote in 1:9-15 (Turn there)  

Let’s read in Romans 15:23, 24 

Now his “great desire” was to be granted 

He was nearing Rome; he was meeting and greeting the brethren from the city 

And he thanked God and took courage  

Their welcome and their presence brought him strength, and gave him confidence and new courage 

A new courage, with the realization of his cherished hope that he would now preach the Gospel in Rome  

F. Paul’s ‘Arrival’ in Rome – v. 16 

1. v. 16a – “And when we came to Rome” 

Rome was the capital of the world 

It was a sprawling city of about one million inhabitants when Paul arrived there 

The emperor was Nero 

2. v. 16b – “the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard:”

The long journey ended, the prisoners who had been placed in the centurion’s care in Caesarea were now – 

“delivered…to the captain of the guard:” 

“but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him”  

CONCLUSION 

Paul was afforded a great deal of liberty 

This would enable him to spread the Gospel even though he was bound 

As a Roman citizen he was treated with respect 

Proverbs 16:7 – “When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him” 

Paul may have been bound, but his message wasn’t 

II Timothy 2:8, 9 – “Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel:” 
“Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound” 

Philippians 1:12, 13 – “But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel;” 
“So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places;” 




PAUL’S “ARRIVAL TO” ROME – vs. 11-16 

II.   PAUL’S “MINISTRY IN” ROME – vs. 17-29 

After a long, tiring, and traumatic journey, 

Paul waited only 3 days before calling for the Jewish leadership to meet with him

He was anxious to preach the Word of God in Rome 

Romans 1:9-15 

A. Paul’s Explanation of his Situation – vs. 17-19 

Paul begins the meeting by explaining why he is in Rome, under guard

A man seen to be under arrest naturally arouses thoughts that he must have done something wrong 

Paul sought to calm any such suspicions 

1. v. 17b – I have not violated any Jewish law 

2. v. 18 – I have not violated any Roman law 

3. v. 19 – I am here because I was forced to appeal to Caesar 



B. Paul Shares His Real Burden – v.20

The “Hope of Israel” is the hope of the World 

The Hope of the World is the Lord Jesus Christ  

Without Him there is No Hope 

Ephesians 2:12, 13 – “That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:” 
“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ” 

Paul took this approach to establish a common-ground relationship with these Jews 

C. The Interest of the Jews – vs. 21, 22 (their response)

1. They had not heard anything troublesome about Paul 

2. They had heard a lot about Christianity, all negative 

Thought: Acts 28:22c summarizes the next 2000 yrs. of Baptist history 
Most of which has been recorded in the negative reproached of our enemies and written in a “trail of blood”




D. Paul’s Ministry to the Jews – vs. 23, 24 

Having gained the interest of the Jews, a day was set up for Paul to speak to them 

v.23b – “there came many to him into his lodging”

Many showed up – “there came many to him”

And it took place -“in(to) his lodging”   

v.30 – “And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him,”

1. The Preaching – v.23 (What did Paul Preach?) 

a. His Message

Was the “Kingdom of God” 

Paul often preached this message to the Jews 

Acts 14:22 – “Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God” 

Acts 19:8 – “And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God” 

Acts 20:25 – “And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more” 

The “Kingdom of God” is found at both the beginning and ending of the Book of Acts 

Opening with Acts 1:3 – 

“To whom also He shewed Himself alive after His passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:” 

Ending with Acts 28:31 – 

“Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him” 
  
The “Kingdom of God” is the rule of God in the Hearts of His willing subjects

It’s entered into through salvation 

Colossians 1:13 – “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son:” 

Matthew 3:2 – “And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 

John 3:3 – “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” 

b. His Means 

“The Law and the Prophets” 

Paul is referring to the Word of God 

Paul went from the known to the unknown to preach Jesus Christ  

c. His Method

“From morning till evening, persuading” 

(And you thought I preached long) 

Paul was untiring when it came to preaching about the One Who saved his soul! 

His ministry was Intensive and Extensive  

2. The Response – v.24 

Every time you present the Gospel it will cause a response! 

a. “Some Believed” 


b. “Some Believed Not” 

This is the experience of all who will dare give out the Gospel 

Regardless of how strongly we believe the message or how eloquently or intently we may give it

Man has a free will to either accept or reject Jesus Christ 

Acts 17:32, 34 – “And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter”
“Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed:” 
Matthew 13:3-8 - The parable of the sower and the seed
E. Paul Turns to the Gentiles – vs. 25-29

1. The Jews again fulfill Isaiah’s Prophecy – vs. 25-27 

This Prophecy is found in Isaiah 6:9, 10 – 

“And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not” 




“Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed” 

Matthew 13:14, 15 – “And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:” 
“For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them” 

Romans 8:7, 8 – “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be” 
“So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God” 

John 12:37-41 

Note: v.25 is another clear demonstration of the Divine Inspiration of the Scriptures 

II Peter 1:21 – “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” 


2. The Gentile will now heard the Gospel – v.28

a. This was in keeping with God’s Plan 

To the Jew first

Luke 24:47 – “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” 
 
Acts 1:8 – “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” 

Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” 

Everything as to have a starting point 

With the Gospel it is the Jews 
  
b. This was in keeping with Paul’s Practice 

Acts 17:2 – “And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures,” 
 

Acts 13:14-47 

III. PAUL’S “IMPRISONMENT AT” ROME – vs.30, 31  

The Book of Acts comes to an end with a brief summation of Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome 

The evidence from the NT is that, after his 2 yr. confinement here, Paul was released 

He spent the next 4 or 5 years traveling, preaching …

Before enduring a 2nd imprisonment in Rome and eventually being martyred (II Timothy 4:13-18; II Timothy 2:9)  

A. Paul’s Hired House – v.30 

This shows the liberty that Paul enjoyed 

While technically under “House-Arrest” 

He, obviously was able to conduct an extensive 2 yr. ministry 

His home became is church building 

According to Ephesians 6:19, 20; Philippians 1:7, 13; Colossians 4:3, 18 and Philemon 9 he was always chained to a Roman Guard 



The question may be asked – “How could Paul afford to rent a house?

The obvious answer is money send from the churches   

B. Paul’s Consistent Message – v.31 

The Book of Acts begins and ends with the same Message 

Acts 1:1 – “The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,”

Acts 28:31 – “Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him” 

That Message is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Philippians 1:6 – “Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:” 

Paul preached it with “all Confidence” 

“And no man forbade him” 

THE CONCLUSION OF THE BOOK OF ACTS 

If Paul arrived in Rome in the late winter of 61 A. D. ,  

Then Luke’s narrative takes us to 63 A.D. 

Since Luke remained with Paul to the end of his life 

Colossians 4:14 – “Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you” 
 
II Timothy 4:11 – “Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry” 

He must have penned the Book at about this time 

Hence, we can date the writing of Acts at 63 A.D., most likely from Rome 

Theophilus, to whom this Book is written, (Acts 1:1) was probably someone in the Roman gov’t 

It was during this confinement that Paul wrote what are known as his “Prison Epistles” – 

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon  
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