THE BOOK OF PROVERBS #4   
The Profit of Proverbs  
THE PROFIT OF                                  THE PROVERBS 

DATE: 12/7/2014 pm   

TEXT: II Timothy 3:16, 17; Proverbs 30:5, 6;      

INTRODUCTION

Song: There’s a Children’s song that goes something like this … “My God is so Big, so Great and so Mighty there is nothing My God Cannot do”

- God is so Big; the universe cannot contain Him

- God is so Great; the devil cannot defeat Him   

- God is so Mighty; man’s biggest weapon cannot stop Him

God is All Powerful, therefore being on His side … 

… Is to our Profit / Benefit  

I’m thankful God is God! 

I can’t image living among people the way they are, and not having some form of refuge 

The Proverbs teach us about the Power and Profit of Knowing God 

We are going to use II Timothy 3:16, 17 as a natural outline to demonstrate this

So, let’s pray and look at …


“THE PROFIT OF THE PROVERBS”  

~~~Prayer~~~

First, II Timothy 3:16 says … 

I. “All Scripture is given by Inspiration of God …”

The Bible is God’s Revelation of Himself to man 

We would have never know of the existence of God; 

If it weren’t for the Bible  

I know there is Creation and Conscience, but both are limited 

“Scripture” are the Holy Writings of God 

 “Inspiration” literally means God-breathed 

The Bible is a God-breathed book 

In all the annals of time there has never been a book as precious as the Bible 

The 66 books of the Bible were penned by approximately 40 different men from all walks of life 

They range from a king on his throne to a fisherman in his boat, a shepherd with his sheep, a Physician who walked with Jesus, and many others 

From the time Moses wrote the Pentateuch in about 1500 B.C. until John was given the book of Revelation about 94 A.D., the work was spread over a period of 1,600 years 

A distance of about 1,500 miles separated the writers, yet all 40 writers wrote in perfect harmony 

You say – “How can that be?” The answer is simple  

While there were many penman, there was but one Author  

God Himself is the Author of the Bible 

Yes, He used men to pen down His Words 

II Peter 1:21 – “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost”

God is the Author 

The inspiration of the Scriptures does not erase the writers' personalities 

They retained all their personalities and peculiarities 

God often used their personal experiences, but He is the Author 

Apart from the Inspiration of God such a book as the Bible would be impossible 

The Bible confirms itself, it is the Perfect book 

God guarantees it and backs it with His Name 

The Psalmist said – “I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise Thy Name for Thy lovingkindness and for Thy truth: for Thou hast magnified Thy Word above all Thy name” – 138:2

This is a plain truth - “All scripture is given by inspiration of God”

We find the Book of Proverbs declaring this in …

Proverbs 30:5, 6 – “Every Word of God is pure: He is a shield unto them that put their trust in Him” “Add thou not unto His Words, lest He reprove thee, and thou be found a liar” 

The author of this Proverb is a man called Agur 

Nothing more is known of him other than what is found in vs. 1-3 of chapter 30

Of interest is the name Agur 

It literally means gathered or perhaps gatherer

It may be that this is more of a title than a name 

Implying that this sacred writer gathered or compiled together the proverbs of this chapter 

It may be that he was essentially the ‘editor’, gathering wise sayings of his day 

The Holy Spirit undoubtedly impressed upon Solomon to include the proverbs of Agur in the greater book of Proverbs 

The individuals Ithiel and Ucal may have been the sons of Agur, or at least were his associates 

Let break down what he says in vs. 5 & 6


First, Agur tells us … 

A. “Every Word of God is pure:” 

To help us understand vs. 5 & 6; 

Let’s first, look back at v. 4 … 

“Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended?
who hath gathered the wind in His fists? who hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what is His name, and what is His Son’s name, if thou canst tell?” 

With poetic eloquence, Agur commences to ascribe all wisdom and knowledge to God 

To do so, He asks 4 Rhetorical questions 

Rhetorical - questions in which the answer is apparent 

-  It’s clear that no one has ascended up to heaven or has come down from there but God Himself 

- Only God has gathered the winds in His fists 

-  It is God who has set the boundaries of the seas below and of the clouds above 

-  It is God who has established the extent of the continents – “who hath established all the ends of the earth?”

-  Only He fully knows His various names and titles including that of His son 


It’s interesting that Agur understood God has a Son

This is a remarkable statement for an OT saint 

The greater point is that though Agur did not profess
wisdom or understanding as he has told us – vs. 2, 3  

He did know the One who was the author of wisdom and understanding  

To this day, God is the ultimate source of wisdom and understanding on the issues of life 

Agur now get very specific in vs. 5 & 6  

He tells us the source of Divine Wisdom is contained specifically within God’s Word 

And it’s readily available for all who will search it 

1. “Every Word of God …”  

Notice that he speaks of “every Word”

It is clear that the inspiration of the Bible is verbal  

The very words of the Scripture have been given by God 

Inspiration extends to far more than just the thoughts and principles of the Bible 

The very words are inspired / every Word 

2 . “…is pure” 


Moreover, each and every Word of God “is pure” 

The word “pure” refers to being refined or purified 

The inspiration of the Scripture involved only pure words

God has providentially preserved His words, 

They have been refined or purified

Psalm 12:6, 7 – “The Words of the LORD are Pure Words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times” “Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever”
 
Implied is the implication that impurities have crept into the text over the centuries  

Yet, the Providential Preservation of God has refined those impurities out 

And that what we have in our hands today is the perfect, preserved, pure words of God 

B. “He is a shield unto them that put their trust in Him”

Not only is God the source of Wisdom and the giver of
the inspired Word  

But because we have the Source of all Wisdom 

That wisdom now becomes a shield to all who will place their trust in Him 

Those, who by faith, live out their lives by the Word 

Psalm 18:30 – “As for God, His way is perfect: the Word of the Lord is tried: He is a buckler to all those that trust in Him”  
 
“Buckler” – a small round shield 

What a wonderful truth! 

God Protects those who trust in Him 

This is true when someone first trusts Christ as Saviour and is saved 

It is further true in their service for Him  

God becomes a shield of protection for those who trust Him  

Again we see the Power of God, and the Profit to the Believer 

How we find a warning 

C. “Add thou not unto His Words,” – v.6a  

Warning is made against tampering with the inspired and preserved words of God 

Cultists and critical text editors have routinely tamper with the written words of God 

Notice once again that the very words of God are noted  

“His words” – showing possession, ownership; plural  

1. “lest He reprove thee,” – v.6b

It is a serious thing to tamper with the Words of God 

Deuteronomy 4:2 – “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you” 

Revelation 22:18, 19 – “For I testify unto every man that heareth the Words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:” “And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book” 

And …

2. “thou be found a liar” – v.6c

Someone who with impunity adds to (or takes from) the inspired and preserved words of God, becomes a liar 

He claims to present the very words of God when in fact he has lied  

Adding (or removing) words from the sacred text is the essence of deception 

To pass off a text as the Word and words of God,

…when in fact human hands have tampered with it is nothing more than lying 

“All Scripture is given by Inspiration of God …”

II. “And is Profitable …” 

So often when we think of something profitable … 

We only think of it in terms of money 

But there are other things that can bring great advantage / benefit into our lives

Understanding the Word of God and its Wisdom is a far greater advantage then all the gold or silver you’ll ever obtain

Psalm 19:8-10 – “The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes” “The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether” “More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb” 
 
Thought: Someone has pointed out that if we could make $25,000 a yr. for 40 yrs. we would have handled $1,000,000 

There are 4 things that are mentioned in II Timothy 3 that are called “Profitable” (and they are not related to money)  

Doctrine, Reproof, Correction and Instruction 

- The word “doctrine” has the sense of teaching

- The word “reproof” essentially means conviction 

- The word “correction” speaks of restoration

- The phrase “instruction in righteousness” as the thought of training someone in something that is right 

Truly the Word of God is Profitable 

It should be the source for every aspect of the Christian life, 

Ranging from Doctrine & Theology … to Right Living 

Its Source is directly from God 

That’s why it is “Profitable”  

What do the Proverbs say about these 4 Benefits    

A. For ‘Doctrine’ – Proverbs 4:1, 2 

“Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding” “For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law” 

Indeed, God’s Word provides excellent teaching for the issues of life 

Therefore, God directs us to not forsake His law 

How oft do His people do exactly that? 

Perhaps not on purpose but by neglect, yet just the same, they forsake His Law 

Have you ever wondered why life is not working out? 

It could be that you are neglecting God’s Word 


Most people don’t have convictions, just preferences

Profitable …  

B. For ‘Reproof’ 

Proverbs 1:23 – “Turn you at My reproof: behold, I will pour out My spirit unto you, I will make known My Words unto you” 

The counsel of God here is to “turn” at his “reproof”

The idea is of repentance—turning back to God 

That call remains to this day 

A wicked and Christ-rejecting world to this day is called to turn to God 

And for the minority that does, God promises to pour out the blessing of His Spirit and teach His Word to them  

Proverbs 15:31, 32 – “The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise” “He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding” 

Here we see the matter of how someone Receives
Criticism

One who accepts criticism …“reproof of life” is wise 

Implied is that fools do not Receive it well

Those who refuse correction despise their own soul 

I think of the sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas in                          I Samuel 2:22-25 …  

The word “instruction” has the sense of advice 

In short, fools do not receive even constructive criticism 

Fools bristle when corrected 

But the wise absorb it and are thankful for it

Despite … it being adverse to our egos   

C. For ‘Correction’ – Proverbs 3:11, 12 

v.11 – “My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of His correction:”

Clearly implied is that God chastens His children  

Hebrews 12:5, 6 quotes vs. 11, 12 and clearly shows correction comes from God

“And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him:” “For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth” 

The word “chastening” has the sense of discipline
instruction, or correction 

God disciplines and corrects His children as a good father would do 

Children at times may rebel at the discipline of a parent – That’s folly

Folly is stupid or careless behavior 

Proverbs 22:15 – “Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him”  

It is even greater folly to resist the correction which God brings into our lives 

v.12 - “For whom the LORD loveth He correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth”

The Motivation of God’s correction is His great love for us 

As a father will discipline a son for his own good, 

So God corrects and chastens us for our own good  

Fools resist such correction; a wise son will receive it 

The application is true not only for earthly fathers, but ultimately of our Heavenly Father 

D. For ‘Instruction in Righteousness’ – Proverbs 8:6-9 

The thought is of training in that which is right 

Proverbs 22:6 – “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it”

Training speaks of consistency 

Train (verb) - To exercise; to discipline; to teach and form by practice, by repeated actions 

v. 6 – “Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right things” 

The phrase “excellent things” has the sense of high class or regal  

The point is that wisdom is not found in base, coarse, crude, or vulgar lifestyles  

It is high and lofty; it is elegant and high class  

v. 7 - “For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips” 

Another characteristic of wisdom is in regards to the Truth  

Wisdom is honest and not deceitful 

The word “wickedness” in this context refers to
that which is unethical 

Wisdom is honest and abhors that which is unethical 

v.8 - “All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them” 

Again, there is a direct correlation between wisdom and righteousness 

In v. 6, the phrase “right things” refers to practical righteousness, the doing of right 


Here the word “righteousness” is the Hebrew word for righteousness as a principle 

The principle of righteousness is a part of the foundation of wisdom  

Thus, to do that which is right is to do that which is wise 

Or conversely, to do that which is wise is to do that which is right 

Here, the specific context is to what we say 

Wise advice or comments will embrace the principle of righteousness 

There is nothing “froward or perverse” in wise comments (No jesting only edification)

The latter thought is that there is nothing crooked or troublesome in true wisdom 

v. 9 - “They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge” 

The subject “they” is referring to the wisdom spoken of in vs. 6-8  

The word “plain” has the sense of straight (in contrast to crooked) or upright 

Wisdom is straight and not devious (cleverly dishonest)  

Those who have understanding recognize wisdom


“All Scripture is given by Inspiration of God …”

“And is Profitable …” 

The Results are …

III. “that the Man of God May be …” 

The overriding purpose of God’s Word is that God’s People may be Perfected and thoroughly Prepared unto every good work 

Paul thus continues 

A. ‘Perfect’ – Proverbs 11:5 

The word “perfect” has the sense of complete 

The thought likely is of spiritual maturity 

Which comes only through obedience to God’s Word 

“The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness” 

The thought is not of sinless perfection 

Rather, the idea is of being wholly dedicated or of a
heart wholly given to God 

Implied is a direct correlation between being dedicated to God and being upright in life 

Thus, the upright character of a dedicated person will provide direction in life  


In contrast, a wicked man will fall by his own sin 

A “wicked man” is someone hostile to God 

The greater thought is how Righteousness and Dedication to God leads to Direction and Stability  

Whereas Ungodly and Sinful living leads to Serious Trouble 
 
B. ‘Throughly Furnish unto all Good Works’

Proverbs 10:16a – “The labour of the righteous tendeth to life:” 

The diligent work of a just man indeed tends to prosperity

Proverbs 14:23 – “In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury” (poverty) 

Hebrews 11:6 – “But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” 

Proverbs 21:8 – “The way of man is froward and 
strange: but as for the pure, his work is right” 

The thought here pertains to the old human nature 

The idea is of the “natural man” or the sinful nature of
mankind 

It is crooked and naturally inclined to do evil 


However, for the one whose heart has been made pure by God, his work is upright 

(i.e., a born-again Christian committed to serving God)  

From holiness of heart, comes right actions 

The natural man or the carnal man is inclined to sin  

The spiritual man (someone saved and surrendered to God) is inclined to do what is right

Ephesians 4:22-24 …

Proverbs 11:30a – “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life;” 

The Word of God will thoroughly and perfectly prepare us for whatever need should arise in the ministry 

CONCLUSION


“All Scripture is given by Inspiration of God …”

“And is Profitable …” 

“that the Man of God May be …” 

‘Perfect’

‘Throughly furnished’
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