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INTRODUCTION 

A discouraged pastor came home one day and told his wife he was going to quit. When she asked why, he replied, “I just feel so used.”     She replied, “I don't see why you are so upset about that. I have heard you say many times you wanted to be used.”

I am sure that if you are like me you Don't want to be used by people, but Do want to be used by God!

The great news is that God wants to use us 

Now you’re probably thinking – “Not me” 

A lot of folks think that God can’t use them 

I want to say that there is not one believer, regardless of who we think we are, that cannot be used of God 

In this wonderful passage, God tells us that He can take the Nobody and make them a Somebody 

He can take the Zeros and make them Heroes

Let me tell you this story I found on-line 

We are all familiar with “Post's Its.” As with many innovations, the originator of 3M's sticky Pad didn't know what he had at first. Researcher Spence Silver was curious about what would happen if he mixed an unusual amount of monomer into a polymer-based adhesive he was working on. The result was an adhesive that would "tack" one piece of paper to another and even re-stick, without leaving any residue on the second piece of paper. 

3M had no use for the new adhesive until 3M chemist Arthur Fry began having problems in the choir loft. The slips of paper he used to mark pages in his hymnal often fluttered to the floor, leaving him frantically searching for his place. Then he remembered Silver's adhesive. Fry's better bookmark soon transformed into the handy Post-Its that we have all become a custom too in offices & Homes.

God can take what seems useless and transform it into something useful 

He can take the person that seems unusable and make them into someone usable 

In fact, in v. 26, we see that God Wants to use us 

We read the words - “for ye see your calling, brethren” 

The word “calling” speaks of an invitation 

God is inviting, calling, to let Him use us  

Who does God want to use? It’s the “brethren” 

God wants to use all those who are saved and make up the Body of Christ  

He is inviting every believer to let Him use them

Let’s stand to read vs. 26-29 and pray   
  
Then we’ll look at our text and see how God takes the Zeros and makes them Heroes

~~~Prayer~~~ 

First, let’s look at … 

I. THE “POSITION GOD DOESN’T REQUIRE”


Most People think that God Only uses the Most Talented, the Most Skilled, and the Most Able 

We have this “all-star” mentality 

We think that we have to be someone special to be used of God 

-- Now if you were going to be a professional basketball player you would have to be among the tallest 

-- And if you were going to be an Olympic runner you would have to be among the fastest 

-- And if you were going to be Miss America you would have to be among the prettiest 

-- And if you were going to be a rocket scientist you would have to be among the smartest 

But God’s qualifications are totally different then the world’s qualifications 

You don’t have to be the Tallest, Fastest, Prettiest, or Smartest, to be used of God  
  
Matter-of-fact we see in v. 26, that What the world often considers a qualification is not what God requires 

First, we see that being used of God is Not …

A. According to One's Proficiency

A person who is Proficient is competent or skilled  

We read again in v. 26 – “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that Not many Wise men after the flesh … are called”  

--  God is speaking about those that are intellectuals, those with high I.Q.’s 

--  He’s talking about people who are Well-Educated and Learned and Proficient 

A person Does Not have to have a Master's Degree from Yale or a Ph.D. from Harvard to be used of God 

You don't even have to have a 6th grade education like Jethro to be used of God 

Wisdom after the flesh is Not one of God's requirements 

Now, at the same time God is also Not saying that the learned Can't be used of God 

What God is saying is that it’s Not one of His Qualifications 

Also, God is Not condoning Ignorance

Ignorance is the womb of the monster 

All of us ought to read & Study our Bibles

Be faithful to a place where it’s taught Faithfully 

We need to continually Grow in the Knowledge and Wisdom of the Lord  

Ignorance is Not a Commendation, but at the same time, Wisdom after the Flesh is Not a Qualification 

It’s not Scholarship, but Relationship

Next, we see that being used of God is Not … 

[bookmark: _Hlk531602571]B. According to One's ‘Prestige’ 

Prestige is Respect and Admiration given someone

Again, we read in v. 26 – “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that … not many Mighty … are called” 

The word “mighty” is referring to those people who have Power, and Possessions, … Prestige 

God is saying that you don’t have to be a Millionaire or a Movie star to be used of God 

Again, God is not saying that He can’t use those kind of people 

But, again, that it’s Not a qualification for being used 

Quite often we are Awed by those with Power, Possessions, and Prestige 

I thank God for those with Prestige who use their opportunities for the Lord 

But we don’t have to feel intimidated or inferior by them either  

They are Not being used of God because of their Status but their Submission 
  
The third thing we see that being used of God is Not …  

C. According to One's ‘Pedigree’

Your Lineage, your Heritage, to whom you were born 

Again, we read in v. 26 – “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that … not many noble, are called” 

The word “noble” means well-born 

It’s referring to those who are born into Nobility  

It’s usually referring to those born into Wealth 

We would think of the Kennedy's, Vanderbilt's, or Rockefeller's 

Now, if you wanted to be the king or queen of England, 

Then the one qualification would be your Pedigree 

But if you want to be used of God, your Posterity, Lineage, or Pedigree is Not a qualification 

It doesn’t matter if your ancestors came over on the Mayflower or were among those who came out of the woods to meet them  

God does not require that someone be a blue-blood 

Now once again, I want to say that God is not saying that the Wise, Mighty, and Noble cannot be used 

Three times in v. 26, it says “not many” 

It does not say “not any” 

Ill. The story is told of Lady Huntingdon, one of the richest ladies in England in the 1800’s, a well-to-do socialite. She was saved under the ministry of Rowland Hill. When she would give her testimony, she would say, “I was saved by one letter: the letter M.” People would wonder what she meant. Then she would say, “I'm so glad that the Bible says, 'Not Many noble,' rather than not Any noble.” 

God is not saying that such people cannot be used, … 


But that it’s Not a Qualification for Being Used 

THE “POSITION GOD DOESN’T REQUIRE”

Next, we see … 

II. THE “PEOPLE GOD DOESN’T REJECT” 

We now read in vs. 27, 28 – “But God hath chosen the Foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the Weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;” “And Base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are” 

In v. 26, we are told What God Does Not Require … 

Now, we are told Whom God Does Not Reject 

And in v. 27, He mentions 5 Classes that are Not Rejected, 

Or simply put, the People that God uses 

First, we see God uses … 

A. The ‘Foolish’ Ones 

You are probable thinking – “really?”   

“I thought God didn’t like Foolishness?” 

Yet, we read in v. 27 – “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise” 

So, what is God saying here? 

We get our word “moron” from this word “foolish” 

You could say that God uses the morons to put to shame the wise  

Now God is not saying that He blesses ignorance or stupidity (we’ve already dealt with that) 

But what He is saying is that, He often takes those whom the world Considers Foolish and Unqualified and uses them in His work 

God uses those that the world does not use

1. I think of Amos, the Old Testament prophet 

He was a country farmer without an education, 

But God made him one of the great prophets of the Bible  
  
2. I think of D.L. Moody

Moody had Little education and a poor command of the English language when he preached 

Someone who had heard him said he was the only man he had ever heard that could say the word Mesopotamia in two syllables 

Yet, God used him to shake two continents for the glory of God and the effect of his ministry is still felt today  
  
God has often taken those whom the world considers foolish and uses them in His work 

Maybe we don't have a Ph.D. or at the top of our class, 

But God can use us 

Not only does God use the Foolish Ones, but also …  
  
B. The ‘Weak’ Ones   

Again, we read in v. 27 – “… and God hath chosen the Weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty” 

The word “weak” is referring to those that are “physically weak, or handicapped” 

It describes those with some physical infirmity or a frail body 

Now the world may not have a place for those that are handicapped and are physically weak, 

But God has a place for us in His plan and he will use us

1. I think of Fanny Crosby 

Fanny Crosby, as you may know, was a Great Hymn writer who was Blind 

On her grave is a simple marker that reads, “Aunt Fanny -- She Hath Done What She Could” 

Fanny Crosby was blinded from six weeks of age because of the poor treatment by a man claiming to be a doctor 

Yet God used her to write more than 9000 hymns

Some believe even more 

Her music is still cherished and sung today 


Someone has said – “It doesn't take much of a man to be used of God. It just takes all of him”  

2. I think of Jonathan Edwards

He was the primary instrument that God used to kindle the fires of the Great Awakening 

In Enfield, Connecticut, he preached a message entitled – “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”  

Which may be the most famous sermon in American history  

Yet, Jonathan Edwards was marked by physical weakness 

-- He was a frail man. He was asthmatic 

It was not unusual for him to wheeze, cough, and hack while preaching 

He read his sermons from a prepared manuscript 

He read them at a very low volume because his voice was so weak 

People often had to strain to hear him 

-- He had horrible eyesight 

His eyesight was so poor, that not only did he have to wear thick glasses, but to read, he had to hold his message about an inch from his nose 

Yet, in spite of his disabilities, when he preached,  the power of God fell in such a manner, that people often writhed in conviction 

He, as much as any other, was the instrument that God used to bring revival to America in the mid-1700's 
  
We may be weak, but God does not reject the weak 

He can and will use us

Next, we see that God uses … 

C. The ‘Base’ Ones 

We read in v. 28 that God uses the – “base things of the world” 

The word “base” is the opposite of “noble” in v. 26 

It speaks of the familiar, the common, ordinary  

Those born without a silver spoon in their mouth  

Those without a Pedigree (one’s recorded ancestry)

Most of us have never had the finer things in life 

Most of us were never able to wear the newest clothes and styles, own the newest toys and gadgets  

Most of us where born on the wrong side of the tracks 

Yet, God can use us

I think of Gideon 

The Lord appeared to him one day and called him a mighty man of valor and told him that he would save Israel from the hands of the Midianites 


Listen to Gideon’s response in Judges 6:15 – 

“And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? Behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house”  
  
Abraham Lincoln once said –“God must love the common people, because He made so many of them” 

We may be just common ordinary people, but God can use us

Next, we see that God uses … 

D. The ‘Despised’ Ones 

Again, we read in v. 28 that the – “things which are despised, hath God chosen” 

The word “despised” speaks of something that is contemptible, least esteemed, or set at nought 

It speaks of those that are treated with contempt and scorn 

The people that God is speaking of are those who others say will never amount to anything 

It describes those who are looked down on by others and written off as no good 

Ever been told that you would never amount to anything?  

Maybe you have grown up feeling that you were worthless 

I have some good news 

God can use us 

Lastly, notice that God even uses …  

E. The ‘Forgotten’ Ones 

Finally, we see in v. 28 – “yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are” 

The ones that are not refers to … are those who are completely overlooked  

They are not only Not listed in Who's Who, 

But they are Not even listed in Who's Not

Now you may be someone who is never recognized, never mentioned, and never heard of, 

But God can use you 

You may not be qualified by the world’s standard 

But God can use you 

He can take a Nobody and make them a Somebody 

He can take a Zero and make them a Hero 

We all can be used of God! 

THE “POSITION GOD DOESN’T REQUIRE”                                                                                                             

THE “PEOPLE GOD DOESN’T REJECT” 

Lastly, let’s look at … 

III. THE “PRIDE GOD DOESN’T RESPECT” 

Now God gives us the Reason … He uses the kind of people that He does 

Notice v. 29 says – “That no flesh should glory in His presence” 

When God does His work through these kinds of people, 

Everyone realizes it was God who did the work 

He alone gets the Glory, Honor, and Praise

I heard a preacher tell this story … 

He was out golfing when they meet up with Gibby Gilbert the professional golfer. The fellow he was with introduced them. Now he had always played golf with a set of hand-me-down golf clubs. And his game, was terrible. Yet, he had always said that if he could get a good set of clubs, he would play better. He was always blaming his poor game on his old set of clubs. As they talked that day, He asked Gilbert a question about his swing. Gilbert said, “Hand me your driver.” The first thing he thought of was that nasty looking driver. He was somewhat embarrassed to hand it to him. As He handed it to him he said, “This is not much of a club. You probably won't be able to hit with it.” He took the club, teed a ball up, swung, and he hit that ball out of sight and straight down the fairway. He had never seen anybody hit a golf ball like that in his life and he did it with that old, beat up driver of his. He learned something that day, he said. It was not the club but the golfer. It was not the driver, but the golfer who had a hold of the driver. 

One of the greatest lessons we can ever learn in life, is this, 

It’s not the vessel, but God in the vessel 

It is not my abilities, but God's ability  

When you look at the vessels God chooses for His use, 

(People like you an I) 

That it doesn't take someone long to realize that it’s not the vessel, but God 

God gets all the Glory 

Therefore …
  
  A. There is No ‘Reason for our Pride’ 

Many are like the woodpecker who was pecking away on a tree when it was struck by lightning. The tree was split from top to bottom. The woodpecker flew off and in a little while, came back leading nine other woodpeckers. He said, “There it is fellas, right over there!” 
  
When we realize Who and What we are … 

Then there is no reason for our Pride 

God does not use us because of our Intellect, Influence, or Inheritance 

No, we were but Foolish, Feeble, Familiar, Forsaken, and Forgotten  

We have nothing to our credit 

He is the only One Who can get any credit  

Therefore … 

B. There should be No ‘Refrain to our Praise’ 

Notice v. 31 – “That, according as it is written, he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord” 

We ought to be praising Him day and night, 


That in spite of Who and What we are, He would still use us 
  
Probably one of the greatest composers of all time was Johann Sebastian Bach. He would often put the letters S-D-G on his compositions. No one knew what they meant until later in his life. It was discovered that the letters stood for the Latin words soli deo gloria, which means … “to God alone be the glory”  
  
When I think that God in His grace would use me, 

All I can say is, TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY!

CONCLUSION 

THE “POSITION GOD DOESN’T REQUIRE”

THE “PEOPLE GOD DOESN’T REJECT”

THE “PRIDE GOD DOESN’T RESPECT”
 

[bookmark: _GoBack]II Timothy 2:21 – “If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work”
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