THE BOOK OF HEBREWS #5 
Spiritual Slipping – Hebrews 2:1 
SPIRITUAL SLIPPING

DATE: 7/24/2013 Wed. 

TEXT: Hebrews 2:1; II Peter 1:1-9 

INTRODUCTION

One of the Main Features of the Book of Hebrews is a series of 5 Warnings (Advise to be careful) 

They are found in Chapters … 

… 2 - The danger of slipping 

… 3, 4 - The danger of not entering into rest 

… 5, 6 - The danger of not going on to maturity 

… 10 - The danger of willful sin 

… 12 - The danger of indifference, to the point of denial 

- These 5 Warnings are parenthetical (pauses)   

We will see these Warning interjected throughout the letter   

- These Warnings are “a word to the wise …”  

Wisdom that every Christian would do well to heed  

In 2:1-4 we have the first of these Warnings  

I want to look at this 1st Warning and think on this thought

“The Danger of Slipping”  

In v. 1 we read – 

“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip” 

Let’s look at 2 words here 

“lest” – means in case of, in order to prevent something from happening, especially something causing fear

“slip” -  This is the only time that we find the word used in the NT  

- The word literally means to flow by 

Like a river flows by, 

It was used figuratively to describe letting something carelessly pass  

- The word was sometimes used to speak of a leaky vessel 

And the loss of the contents due to carelessness    

- The word was also used to describe a ship that had not been moored properly

Thereby drifting away from the dock or shore

The Warning of Hebrews 2:1 is that of …  

Being Careless in our Spiritual Lives 

Why? So that the things of Christ are not taken lightly (or) 

Allowed to go by without careful consideration  

If we are not careful as believers, we will “let … slip” the things of Christ  

Eternal things become commonplace and we begin to treat them carelessly   

Like a flowing river, we let them go by without being impacted or affected   

You’ve probably never heard the word ha*bit*u*ate  

A simple definition would be - getting used to something so that we no longer act or react to it  

For Example – 

It’s kinda like a person who has grown up in the country and then moves to the city 

At first all the activity and new sounds would be hard to get used to

But after a while you grow accustom to what’s going on 

What’s the difference? Habituation! 

Tragically, we can come to the same place, in our Christian life!  

After years of associating with the things of God  

We can get to where we are no longer moved 

II Peter 1:1 – 9 … (esp. v. 9)  

Peter’s not talking about forgetting something 

(like where you left your car keys) 

He talking about forgetting where you came from

The truth is, we are no longer moved by the glorious truth that our sins have been forgiven 

In this first Warning (of the Book of Hebrews) … 

The writer Warns about the Danger of Spiritual Slipping

~~~Prayer~~~

The first thing we see about this Warning is - 

I. HOW WE “HONOR” CHRIST

Notice carefully the word, “Therefore” in v.1

You’ve heard of this simple rule of Bible interpretation? … 

When you see the word therefore, see what it is there for   

The word means on account of 

When the word is used, it is calling our attention back to a previous statement  

The writer is connecting what he is about to say to what he has already said  

As we have seen, in chapter 1, the emphasis was on the Superiority of the Lord Jesus  


Jesus is Better!  Better than the Prophets, 1:1 the Angels 1:4 

In chapter 1, Christ is seen as -

A. The ‘Eternal’ One

In 1:2 He is declared to be the Creator of the Universe   

“by whom also He made the worlds” 

Since He is the Creator all things, He Preceded all things  

The Lord Jesus is the One without Beginning or End  

He had a Earthly Birth, but He had no Eternal Beginning  

- There has never been a moment in Time that He has not existed 

- There has never been a moment in Eternity that He has not existed 

Jesus is Eternal! 

The thought of Eternity is hard to conceive  

We think of it in the form of the Immeasurable Time  

But Eternity is much more, Eternity is Timelessness  

It reaches Outside of Time 

Time is but a speck within Eternity  

When we speak of Christ as the Eternal One 

We are speaking of the Timeless self-existence of Christ  

Christ is … 

The ‘Eternal’ One!

Christ is …

B. The ‘Exalted’ One

In 1:4 we read that Jesus is – 

“… so much better than the angels, as He hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they” 

He has been given a name that is Unique to Himself 

It is given to no other; no angel, no man  

That “more excellent name” is the Son of God  

Only to Him did God say - “Thou art my Son” (1:5) 

Both Angels and men have been called “sons of God” 

But the name The Son of God is exclusively His and His alone  

He is Greater than both the Prophets and Angels … 

Because He is exalted above them all …

By “a more excellent name than they”

The ‘Eternal’ One!

The ‘Exalted’ One

C. The ‘Enthroned’ One

In 1:8 we read – 

“But unto the Son He saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of thy kingdom” 

He now abides on the Throne and holds a scepter of righteousness  

Christ sits at the right hand of the Father  

- He Reigns in glory and majesty  

- He Rules over all and over all things  

- He is Lord of everything and everyone 

The word “therefore” connects us to Christ, 

Who He Is and What He Does 

It calls for Reverence and Adoration from every heart 

It speaks of the Honor we should give to Him 

Ill. Some years ago, a distinguished publishing house brought together a panel of 28 educators and historians and asked them to select the 100 most significant events of history, and then list those events in order of importance. After months of labor, the panel reported that they considered the most significant event of history to be the discovery of America. In 2nd place was the invention of movable type by Gutenberg. 11 different events tied for 3rd and 5 for 4th. The events that tied for 4th were the writing of the Constitution of the US, the development of ether … 

…the development of the x-ray, the discovery of the airplane, and the life of the Jesus of Nazareth.

Jesus may come in 4th to a group of educators and historians … 

But He should be 1st in the heart and life of every believer  

The significance of Whom and What He is … 

Places Him in a class without a Rival or Competitor 

Christ is the ‘Eternal’, ‘Exalted’, and ‘Enthroned’ One

“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip”

HOW WE “HONOR” CHRIST

The second thought in this Warning is the thought of -  

II. HOW WE “HEAR” CHRIST

In 2:1 the writer speaks of – 

“the things which we have heard” 

To have Heard something, indicates … 

That Someone is Speaking and that Others are Listening 

In this case, the One who has spoken, is the Lord Jesus  

What He has said, calls for our Earnest Hearing and Complete Attention

Unfortunately most people are “Dull of Hearing” 

Matthew 13:15a – “For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing”

Hebrews 5:11 – “Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing” 

Both writers had Isaiah 6:9, 10 in mind  

In 1:2 the writer declares that God –

“hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son” 

Humor: The TV commercial said - “When E. F. Hutton speaks, everyone listens” 

When God speaks everyone SHOULD listen 

It has been said that it is important that we be a Good Listener    

It is even more important Who we Listen to  

Since Christ, the Eternal, Exalted, and Enthroned One has spoken, 

It behooves us to Listen Attentively to His every Word  

How should we hear Christ? 

First, we should -

A. Listen ‘Carefully’

It has been said that God gave us one tongue but two ears that we might listen twice as much as we speak  

If we were honest, we Talk a lot more then we Listen 

Listening is a lost art, and Listeners are rare  

Humor: President Franklin Roosevelt got tired of smiling and saying all the usual things at the White House receptions. So, one evening he decided to find out whether anyone was paying any attention to what he was saying. As each person came up to him with extended hand, he flashed his big smile and said, “I murdered my grandmother this morning.” People would automatically respond with comments such as, “How lovely,” or “Just continue with your great work.” Not one listened to what he was saying except one foreign diplomat who responded softly, “I’m sure she had it coming.”

When it comes to what Christ has said, 

We should give Him our Undivided Attention 

We should be all ears, hanging onto His every word

The words of Jesus are Best described by Peter in - 

John 6:68 - as “the words of eternal life” 

Everything He says is eternal in it nature and gives life to those who hear them 

In Mark 4:24 Jesus said “take heed what ye hear” 

In Luke 8:18 He said “take heed how ye hear”  

Since they are His Words they should not be taken lightly 

Since they are His Words we should …

Listen ‘Carefully’

The 2nd thing, when it comes to Hearing is that we are to  

B. Listen ‘Constantly’

If His words are of an Eternal Nature, and therefore of the Utmost Importance …  

Then it only stands to reason that we should constantly be listening to what He says  

His Words should be the constant Guide Of, and Authority In, our lives   

His Words are not like a book that is read once and then on to the next  

What He says must be listened to; again and again 

Why? so we completely understand what He is saying 

Hebrews 1:3 tells us that He “by Himself purged our sins” 

We should listen not only because of Who He is  

But also because of What He has done  

He has the right to demand our complete Attention  

Therefore, should we not? … 

“give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard”

HOW WE “HONOR” CHRIST


HOW WE “HEAR” CHRIST

Lastly, let’s look at - 

III. HOW WE “HEED” CHRIST

Notice the words “give the more earnest heed” 

Again let’s look at 2 specific words here 

“Heed” means - serious attention paid to somebody or to something such as a warning, piece of advice, or request

What we Hear, we Heed  

We listen and then respond to what He says  

Our spiritual ears affect our feet  

We carefully listen to what He says and then we obey what He tells us to do 

“Earnest” means – intensely or excessively serious and grave in manner or attitude, undertaken or made in a spirit of deep sincerity and conviction, or with deep feeling

It speaks of doing that which is above normal  

When it comes to Heeding His Words, they call for a unique response from each of us  

It calls for -

A. Obedience without ‘Hesitation’



When God spoke to Abraham and told him to offer his son Isaac as a burnt-offering …                                                        

Found in Genesis 22:3 -  

“And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him” 

… There was no hesitation on his part  

God spoke one day and early the next he was acting obediently to what God had told him

Obedience without ‘Hesitation’

B. Obedience without ‘Reservation’ (No holding back)

The words “and Isaac his son” reveal that there was no Reservation in the obedience Abraham displayed  

Genesis 22:9, 10 says – 

“And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid on the altar upon the wood” “And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay him” 

It was while the knife was raised to cut the throat of his son, that God intervened and provided a lamb for a sacrifice  



Abraham was, fully ready, to carry out God’s command without Reservation (As extreme as it may have seemed) 

Hebrews 11:19 – “Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure”

Now the Lord is not asking us to do something like that today

That was an event unique to Abraham 

But the Question is - How do we respond to what Jesus says? 

How we answer that question, says a lot about how we feel about the Lord Jesus!

CLOSING

Are we in Danger of Slipping? 

Are we letting the Truths of God Carelessly pass? 

Therefore it matters …

It matters, How we Honor Christ  

Do we recognize that He alone is the Eternal One?

Do we Exalt Him and Enthrone Him in our Hearts?  

Are we deliberately putting ourselves in a place to Hear Him? 

And then when we do … 

Do we Listen Carefully and Constantly?  

And once we have heard, how well do we Heed?

Are we Obedience?  

- without Hesitation? 

- without Reservation?  

Spiritual Slipping can be very dangerous

Spiritual Slipping can destroy your life! 

Hebrews 2:1 – “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip” 
 

ARE WE “HONORING”? 

ARE WE “HEARING”? 

ARE WE “HEEDING”?   
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