THE BOOK OF GALATIANS #7    
The Family of Faith – Galatians 3:6-18   
THE FAMILY OF FAITH 

DATE: 7/29/2015 Wed. 

TEXT: Galatians 3:6-14; Genesis 12; Hebrew 11;  

INTRODUCTION

At the center of the issue in the lives of the Galatian Believers was the question of salvation, through Works or through Grace 

Ephesians 2:8, 9 – “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:” 
“Not of works, lest any man should boast”

That Debate continues today 

To show the importance of Grace, Paul takes them back to Abraham and his Faith in following God 

In fact Paul will refer to Abraham 8 times in this chapter 

Abraham was the physical father of the Jewish race 

He was highly respected by the Jews and would carry a lot of weight in Paul's argument

Why is Abraham so important? Why not use some other Old Testament character? 

Two reasons are suggested 

1. The first is that Abraham became the father of the Jewish people when God established an unconditional covenant with him


From that historic event on, God identified Himself to Israel as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob  

2. The second is that the first mention of faith and imputed righteousness is attributed to Abraham in Genesis 15:6

“And he believed in the LORD; and He counted it to him for righteousness”

Thus the issue of Abraham's justification is very relevant 

How was he saved? 

Did he exercise faith only, or did he have to be circumcised in order to inherit the divine blessing?

Let’s stand to read God’s Word and then pray 

I’d like to preach on this thought …

“The Family of Faith” 

Read vs. 6-14 

~~~Prayer~~~

I. THE “FAITH OF ABRAHAM” – vs. 6-9 

The Legalist and the Galatians had failed to realize that Abraham had been justified by faith and not by works 

Paul's argument is that since Abraham was the first Jew, 

And God justified him by faith … 

God unquestionably will justify those who do the same 

Paul presents 3 Facts about Abraham's Faith here

A. The ‘Practice’ of Abraham's Faith – v.6a 

“Abraham believed God”

Paul drives home his point with a direct quote from the Old Testament 

Again Genesis 15:6 – “And he believed in the LORD; and He counted it to him for righteousness”

This is a passage that the Legalist would have been familiar with 

The words “even as” in our text are important 

It means according as, as well as
 
The idea that Paul is presenting, is that all people are saved the same way Abraham was saved

OT and NT saints are all saved alike, by Faith 

The OT Saints’ Faith was based on the revelation of Truth that God had given them concerning salvation up to that point  

Abraham's salvation is the pattern of salvation for all people throughout all ages 

Some folks teach that God saves different people in different ways 


This is just not true, according to Paul’s argument here  

Everyone who ever was saved or ever will be saved … 

…are saved by the same principal as Abraham was saved

Now when it comes to Abraham’s Practice, we see …

1. ‘How’ Abraham showed faith in God 

Genesis 12:1-3 …

This was a tall order for Abraham 

He was to leave everything and set out as a pilgrim  

He wasn't even told where he was going 

Leaving Ur meant that Abraham was to abandon his roots, sever all ties, leave the comforts of home and set out on a journey to a place that only God knew 

But all of that was ok with Abraham because God was everything to him 

Stop & think about it, could you do that? 

Not only How but Whom …

2. ‘Whom’ Abraham’s faith was in 

Notice again that the text says …

“Abraham believed God”


It is important to understand that the basis of Abraham's faith was not the promise  

But, rather the God of the promise 

True faith, is believing in the Person of God 

Too often folks talk about what they believe rather than Who they believe 

Yes, Abraham believed in the promise and he fully expected everything that God promised him

(We see that by how he responded)   

However, Abraham's basis for expecting the promise was his faith in the God who promised 

Abraham had a spiritual mindset 

His focus was on the eternal rather than the temporal 

What God promised Abraham was far more than a piece of land and an extended family 

Abraham understood that the land of Canaan was not the End of God's promise

Hebrews 11:8-10 … 

The point is that his faith in God kept him looking for what God had promised / What faith!

The ‘Practice’ of Abraham's Faith


B. The ‘Placing’ of Abraham’s Faith - v.6b 

“and it was accounted to him for righteousness”

Romans 4:3 – “For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness”

These Scriptures clearly teach that Abraham was justified by faith 

“He believed God” and that is how he was justified 

Faith is the vehicle by which we are saved 

The word “accounted” is a financial term and has the idea of crediting an account 

It would be like going to the bank and depositing $1000.00 

The bank applies that money to your account 

So when Abraham believed God, God in effect got out His book and credited Abraham's account for righteousness 

This is what we call imputed righteousness 

When we believe God and by faith trust in Christ, 

God takes out His book and credits Christ's righteousness to our account

Romans 9:23 – “And that He (Our Father) might make known the riches of His (Our Saviour) glory 

… on the vessels of mercy, (us) which he had afore prepared unto glory, 

II Cor. 5:21 – “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him”

That is how He saved Abraham and that is how He saves today

The ‘Practice’ of Abraham's Faith

The ‘Placing’ of Abraham’s Faith

C. The ‘Posterity’ of Abraham’s Faith –vs. 7, 8 

1. For His Promised People – v.7

“Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham” 

The Jews prided themselves in being the children of Abraham 

The Jews caustically ask Christ in John 8:53 … 

“Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom makest thou thyself?”

Think about it 

There stood the Messiah in their midst 

He was trying to reach them with the Truth but they would rather hold on to their Tradition 

The Jews loved to identify themselves with Abraham  

Paul says - “they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham” 

If you are going to be a son of Abraham, you must be justified before God the same way that Abraham was 

Salvation is a matter of Faith 

Those who come to God by Faith, in Christ, are Abraham's decedents

2.  For All People Potentially – v.8  

“And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed”

In His dealings with Abraham, God foresaw the salvation of the Gentile nations as well

Abraham's faith and relationship with God was an illustration or a type of New Testament salvation 

How the hyper-dispensationalists read the Bible and come up with a half a dozen or so plans of salvation is beyond me

v. 9 closes out this portion perfectly 

“So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham”



THE “FAITH OF ABRAHAM” 

II. THE “FACT OF THE LAW” – vs. 10 – 12

Paul now moves on to the Law by pointing out the impossibility of sinful men to satisfy the Demands of the Law and the consequences for attempting to get to God by way of the Law

The subject of the Law, in this Epistle, was first introduced in 2:16  

It subsequently becomes a major theme in the book, being mentioned 29 times in the last five chapters

Excluding Romans, there are more references to the Law in Galatians than in all of Paul’s other Epistles combined 

A. The ‘Letter’ of the Law –v.10 

“For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them”

No one except Jesus Christ has ever kept all the Law 

He obeyed it perfectly to the letter 

Matthew 5:17 – “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil” 

However, we are not able to do that 

We have broken the Law over and over 

Not only have we violated the Law, we are habitual offenders 

Paul points out that no one can get to Heaven by obeying the Law …

Because no one is capable of Perfectly obeying the Law 

v.10b - “for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them”

This is a quote from Deuteronomy 27:26 – “Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them. And all the people shall say, Amen”

James Dealt with the same issue in 2:10 and said – 

“For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all”

The Law’s standard is perfect obedience all the time 

It is perfect obedience “in all things which are written in the book of the law” 

This isn't just the Ten Commandments

That means every Law of God along with the ceremonies, sacrifices, and Holy days, right down to the letter 

No man can keep and perfectly obey the Ten Commandments, let alone the whole Law of God 



Yet the Letter of the Law requires continual and perfect obedience 

All it takes is one infraction 

Just one simple violation results in a person being a lawbreaker 

Just one lie, one unrighteous thought, stealing one small item, taking the Lord's name in vain 

It doesn’t matter what the sin is, how great or how small, if any part of the Law is violated, the whole is violated 

It is the breaking of God's Law which renders the offender a criminal and guilty before God 

Paul says that the one who is guilty of breaking the Law is “cursed” 

The word “cursed” means doomed to punishment 

The Law cannot save, it can only render someone guilty and condemned 

Such is the present condition of all who do not know Christ as Saviour 

The ‘Letter’ of the Law 

B. The ‘Limitations’ of the Law – v.11, 12 

1. The Law Cannot Justify - v.11 



“But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith”

This verse contains both … 

Paul’s Observation - “it is evident” (and a) 

Authoritative Proof from the OT – the word “for” followed by the quoting of Habakkuk 2:4   

The stated principle is … “that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God” 

Four assertions are made 

1. The phrase “no one” shows that there are no exceptions 

Both Jews and Gentiles before and after the crucifixion are included 

There is only one system of justification for both the OT and NT saint 

2. “is justified” means now and always 

3. “by the law” designates the means by which no man could be justified 

v.21b – “... for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law”

The Law was never given by God to be a means of personal salvation 


Romans 3:19, 20 – “Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God” “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin”

4. Man may convince themselves that legalism is the proper approach to God, but it has no place “in the sight of God” 

Since Justification is the judicial act of God whereby He declares a sinner to be righteous, 

Ultimately what He has decreed is what counts, 

Regardless of the majority opinion of unbelieving men 

To substantiate his claim Paul quotes from the OT passage of … 

Hab. 2:4 – “The just shall live by faith”

This prophetic verse is quoted 3 times in the NT 

In our text , Romans 1:17 and Hebrews 10:38 

Since the prophet Habakkuk lived after the giving of the Law but before the crucifixion of Christ, 

His declaration takes on added significance 

In his day obedience to the Law was not viewed as necessary for a justified standing before God 

Again Paul argued for the continence of the plan of redemption throughout the ages

In all dispensations, justification had its source in faith, not in works 

This teaching is totally compatible with OT revelation 

Romans 4:5 – “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness”

To prove that principle, the apostle pointed to the experiences of Abraham who lived before the Law was given and to Habakkuk after the Law given

The Law Cannot Justify

2. The Law is Contrary to Faith – v.12

“And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them” 

Legalism, as the method of justification and sanctification, has nothing to do with Faith

“And the law is not of faith” 

Faith does not express itself in legalism 

Faith and the Law are Not two sides of the same coin  

Faith says that man must live before he can do, 

But Law says that man must do before he can live 


Faith charges - Believe and live 

Whereas the Law commands - Do and live 

Romans 10:3 – “For they (Jews) being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish 
their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God”

Their strength became their weakness 

They had the Law which the Gentiles did not possess  

Instead of developing a greater consciousness of sin and condemnation, 

They became proud in their perceived understanding  of the Law 

It gave them a sense of superiority over the Gentiles  

Romans 9:30-32 – “What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith” “But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness” “Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone;”

Their dilemma became compounded 

The more they tried to obey the Law in order to gain justification, the farther away they went from the principle of faith 

Faith sets men free to become all that God wants them to be; 

However, Legalism becomes a fence which restricts a man’s spiritual development

A Legalist spend all of his time doing and obeying 

He cannot rest in what someone else has done 

Faith says Done, but the Law cries, Do 

The more he works, the more work there is to do 

The harder he works, the more futile his effort becomes 

THE “FAITH OF ABRAHAM” 

THE “FACT OF THE LAW” 

III. OUR “FREEDOM IN CHRIST”  - vs. 13, 14 

Paul now goes on to remind them that Christ paid it all 

He fully satisfied the righteous demands of the Law and as our sacrifice, took upon Himself our punishment 

A. Christ has Redeemed us - v.13 

“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:”

Deuteronomy 21:23 describes this curse 


“His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance”  

The word “redeemed” is a familiar one 

It means to buy or rescue 

It carries the idea of paying a satisfactory price for a person or thing 

The word was used in Bible times of purchasing a slave from the auction block 

That slave was in bondage / He had nothing 

He could not purchase his own freedom 

He was bound to whoever paid the price for him 

That is a picture of all of us 

Mankind is bound by sin and can do nothing to freed himself 

He is a slave and cannot make a satisfactory payment for his sin 

Therefore, Christ was made a curse for us  

Jesus stepped in and took the curse upon Himself 

Christ paid the redemptive price and redeemed us 


The purchase price was His blood 

I Peter 1:18, 19 –“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;” “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot”

That is why the text declares that Christ hath redeemed us 

Not the law / Not our good works/ Not our baptism, not church membership, not even our religion, 

But Jesus Christ 

Christ has Redeemed us  

B. The Spirit has Secured us – v. 14 

“That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith”

It is interesting that in the context of Law and Faith Paul gets into the doctrine of the Holy Spirit 

It is by His power that we live the Christian life 

Zechariah 4:6 – “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts”

Ephesians 1:13-14 – “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the Word of Truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, 

… ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,” 
“Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory”

CONCLUSION 

As part of Abraham’s Family of Faith, we have the Truth 

It’s the same Truth that was given to Abraham, the same Truth that Paul preached, and the same Truth that we are saved by 

That Truth is that Salvation is by Grace through Faith alone 

Christ’s Perfect work on the Cross justifies everyone that believes in His name 

Our feeble attempts at working for our salvation is lame at best 

We only need to trust in the shed blood of our High Priest Jesus Christ 

It is this Truth of Faith that we must share with those still using their works to justify them 

Hebrews 9:11-12 – “But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;” “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us”



THE “FAITH OF ABRAHAM” 

THE “FACT OF THE LAW” 

OUR “FREEDOM IN CHRIST”  
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