THE BOOK OF JUDGES #7   
Gideon’s Challenge – Judges 6:33-40
GIDEON’S CHALLENGE  

DATE: 8/11/2013 pm – 8/18/2013 pm 

TEXT: Judges 6:33-40

INTRODUCTION

1. God is in the process of training Gideon 

As part of his training, God commanded Gideon to destroy an altar to Baal, and to build an altar to Jehovah  

Gideon passed that test with flying colors 

His village is not so pleased though …

They want to kill him for what he does 

Gideon's father steps in and defends his son's actions 

It would appear that Gideon's father was 

- Challenged by his son's Courage 

- Convicted by his own Compromise

2. After this Public Test, came a time of Private Testing 

This second test was not instigated by God … 

… But by Gideon 

-  He had demonstrated great bravery in his Public Testing  


-  But he shows a clear lack of Faith in this Private Testing 

Someone has said that, “who you are in private, is who you really are” 

Sometimes it is easier to put on a public face and appear to be one person when we are someone totally different in private 

Has there been times when that has been true in your life? 

In this passage, we will see that it is true in Gideon's life 

3. When Gideon destroyed that altar to Baal, it was a step of great faith 

Even though Gideon did what he did at night - v.27 

He still did what the Lord told him to do 

In this passage (removed from the public eye) 

We will see that Gideon is still Afraid and Unsure 

His family and those living in his village have witnessed his courage in public; 

But God will show us his fear in private

4. - We will see the courageous public personality of Gideon 

- We will also see the fearful private personality of Gideon  

- We will see him challenge the people to follow him into battle 

- Then we will see him challenge the call of God in private  

- Before we are finished, we will see ourselves in Gideon 

Let's watch Gideon as he wavers between Faith and Fear 

Let’s pray and then I want to preach on this thought – 

“Gideon’s Challenge” 

I want to share a few observations from this text that I hope will speak to your heart  

~~~Prayer~~~

I. GIDEON AND “HIS FAITH” – vs. 33 -34b 

As this scene opens, we see a young Gideon energized and excited from his recent victory  

We find him Calling Israel to prepare for war 

This is the Gideon we first saw when the Lord commissioned him for his ministry back in v.12 

Let's consider this Gideon for a moment

A. Gideon’s ‘Enemy’ – v. 33 

“Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east were gathered together, and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel”

1. v. 11 – Tells us it’s harvest time in Israel   

Gideon was Threshing Wheat   

v. 1 - For the past seven years the Midianites and their allies have used Israel as their own private farmer’s market  

vs. 3-7 - They would come in and take the harvest for themselves, leaving the people of Israel destitute and broken 

This is what is taking place in v. 33 

The invaders were significant in number 

Judges 7:12 gives us some idea of the size of this vast army 

“like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea side for multitude” 

According to Judges 8:10 their army numbered around 135,000 men

2. We are told that the enemies of Israel made their camp in the “Valley of Jezreel” 

This valley was the largest and most fertile valley in all of Israel 

Many of the crops that sustained the nation were produced here 



So, having the enemy invade and take the harvest from this area would have been a serious blow to the food supply of the nation

3. Just a side note, the Valley of Jezreel is also known as the Valley of Megiddo 

Many great battles have been fought on this piece of property 

It is here that Earth’s final battle will be waged 

It is here, on this same ground, that the Lord Jesus will defeat the Antichrist and his armies at the end of the Tribulation Period (aka Armageddon)

Gideon’s ‘Enemy’

B. Gideon’s ‘Engagement’ – v. 34b 

“and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer was gathered after him”

When the enemy comes, Gideon has the courage to do what no man has done for seven years …

Gideon blows the Trumpet, calling Israel to war 

No one in the land had possessed the courage to do what Gideon now does   

Gideon appears ready for the task he has been assigned  

He places his hand on the trumpet, licks his lips and calls Israel to gather for battle


Gideon’s ‘Enemy’, ‘Engagement’ … 

C. Gideon’s ‘Energy’ – v. 34a 

1. Where did he get this kind of courage? 

We are told that “the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon” 

God took control of Gideon and caused him to sound the trumpet 

2. This man blowing the trumpet, calling Israel to war, is not that same men we met back in vs. 11-24 

- That man was Defeated, Disillusioned, Discouraged and full of Doubt 

- This man is Decisive, Daring, Defiant and Determined  

Something has happened to Gideon and that something is the power of the Spirit of God!

3. - Gideon had a personal encounter with God in                         vs. 11-24

- He made a decisive commitment to obey the Lord in vs. 25-32

- Now, he allows the Spirit of God to lead him

When those things take place in a person's life, that person will not be the same 

Gideon met God and his life changed

Gideon’s ‘Enemy’, ‘Engagement’, ‘Energy’ …

D. God’s ‘Empowerment’ 

The same principle holds true for us   

If we want power to serve the Lord … 

That power comes only through the Holy Spirit 

We are His temple 

I Corinthians 3:16; 6:19 

“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” 

“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” 

Ephesians 2:21, 22 – “In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord:” “In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit” 

We are to yield control … of our lives … to His will  

Ephesians 5:18b – “… but be filled with the Spirit;” 

1. While the Spirit of God still empowers people for service …

The way He operates is different, than the way He operated back then


-  In the OT, the Spirit of God did not indwell the believer

-  The Holy Spirit anointed people for special tasks

-  The Spirit of God did not dwell in people permanently  

We are told that the Spirit departed from Saul in                   I Sam. 16:14 and from Samson in Judges 16:20 

-  When the Spirit did move on a person in those days, 

They were given great strength and courage to accomplish God-sized feats through His power 

2. Let’s Contrast the 2 Eras 

It’s worth the time to consider the contrast between how to Spirit of God operated in the OT and how He operates today

- Today, every believer is indwelt by the Spirit of God

Romans 8:9 – “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His” 

- He does not merely anoint us for a specific task   

He gives us His help for daily living

Romans 8:14 – “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” 


Galatians 5:16-25 … 

- The Holy Spirit does not depart from God's children  

But He takes up permanent residence in our hearts  

John 14:16, 17 – “And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever;” “Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” 

His presence guarantees our eternal security   

Ephesians 1:13 – “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,” 

- When the Spirit of God is in control of our lives, 

We are changed inwardly first  

This inward change manifests itself outwardly in godly living and good works  

II Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are” 

Ephesians 2:10 – “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” 

James 2:18 – “Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works” 

GIDEON AND “HIS FAITH”

II. GIDEON AND “HIS FOLLOWING” – vs. 34c, 35  

When Gideon sounds the trumpet, the people begin to rally around  

Let's take a moment to consider the people who responded to Gideon's call

A. His ‘Family’ – v.34c 

1. “…and Abiezer was gathered after him” 

This is a reference to Gideon's own Family (v.11)

These are the people who wanted to kill him in v.30 

There has been an obvious change in attitude 

2. Evidently, his family and those who lived around him adopted Gideon's reforms 

They are a changed people 

Instead of wanting him dead … 

They are ready to follow his leadership

- You never know what a step of obedient faith will accomplish in the lives of those around you

It’s my conviction -  

That you cannot live for God without positively impacting Family and Friends 

That when we demonstrate a bold commitment to follow God's will for our life, others will be challenged  (Acts 2:37; 7:54)

We should never underestimate how God can use our lives to touch others for His glory

Asa - II Chronicles 15:1-15 (v.9) …    

Even your enemies will have to acknowledge that God is with you

Acts 4:13 – “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus” 

Proverbs 16:7 – “When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him”

- We ought to thank God for the people around us who possess a bold faith 

God is still using that kind of individual to change the world for His glory 

We should all pray that God will make us into that kind of person for His glory!


His ‘Family’  

B. The ‘Faithful’ – v.35 

“And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh; who also was gathered after him: and he sent messengers unto Asher, and unto Zebulun, and unto Naphtali; and they came up to meet them”

Gideon calls the other tribes living around them to come to the battle 

Several of the tribes respond to Gideon's call 

Judges 7:3 tells us that Gideon now has an army of some 32,000 men 

This seems like a small number when it is compared to the 135,000 man army of their enemies, 

But as we will see later, God doesn't even need that many  

1. We are living in a time when it appears that the enemy outnumbers the people of God

It seems that way, because it is that way 

Satan has far more servants then the Lord does 

We should not be disturbed by this fact 

We simply need to remember that when God's Spirit is in control of God's people … 

He enables them to accomplish amazing victories 

Samson is a good example in Judges 15:14, 15 

We must not fear the power of the enemy

2. We must rest in the power of our Great God!

Look at the many ways He has proven His power 

For example – 

- The 3 Hebrew boys 

- Daniel 

- The widow of Zarephath 

- Stilling the Storm 

- Multiplying the loaves & Fishes 

- Walking on water 

- Raising the dead 

With a God of such great power leading us, 

We are able to do everything He calls on us to do

The attitude of Caleb and Joshua in Num. 14:6-9 …

- Don't fear the enemies we face! 

- Rest in the power of Almighty God  

Luke 1:38 – “And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to Thy Word” 
 
Job 42:2 – “I know that Thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from Thee” 

Jeremiah 32: 17, 27 – “Ah Lord GOD! behold, Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee:” “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for Me?” 

Ephesians 3:20 – “Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,” 

GIDEON AND “HIS FAITH”

GIDEON AND “HIS FOLLOWING”

III. GIDEON AND “HIS FLEECE”- vs. 36-40 

Gideon has displayed great courage in calling the people to war and gathering together this army 

That was the Public Gideon … But …

In Private, Gideon is still filled with doubts  

In these verses we will see the Doubt of Gideon on Display 

Let's look at what he did and learn why we need to avoid doing the same

A. Gideon’s ‘Doubt’ – v.36 

“And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as Thou hast said,”


The key word here is the word “if” 

God had already told Gideon repeatedly What He wants him to do in vs. 12, 14, & 16  

Gideon is not content to simply trust the Lord and take Him at His Word 

Gideon wants some kind of visible proof that this is God's will 

In other words, Gideon is not willing to walk by Faith  

He wants to walk by Sight too 

II Corinthians 5:7 – “For we walk by faith, not by sight”

Gideon’s ‘Doubt’

B. Gideon’s ‘Demand’ – vs. 37 

Gideon comes up with a test to determine God's will

“Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as Thou hast said”

He places a piece of sheepskin on the ground and asks the Lord to make the fleece wet and the ground dry 

God does exactly what Gideon asks him to do – 




v.38 – “And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water”

Gideon’s ‘Doubt’ and ‘Demand’

C. Gideon’s ‘Disobedience’ – v.39 

However, this does not satisfy the mind of Gideon, 

Even though he was able to wring a bowl full of water from the fleece, he is still not convinced

The next night he asks God to reverse the conditions of the test 

“And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak but this once: let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew”

God honors this request also 

v.40 - “And God did so that night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground”  

Gideon’s ‘Doubt’, ‘Demand’ and ‘Disobedience’

D. Gideon’s ‘Direction’ 

Apparently, this satisfies Gideon because he does not question God's call again 

Of course, he could have just taken God at His Word  


He would have arrived at the same place two days earlier 

Gideon wasted precious time playing the fleece game 

E. No Peace in a Fleece! 

I think it would be worth our time to talk about this matter of “putting out a fleece” 

I am sure that people do this all the time 

They set up a test to prove the Lord 

They dictate the terms and then expect God to do exactly what they want Him to do 

I want you to see that our practice of “putting out a fleece” is not something that pleases the Lord 

Let me show you the problems with the fleece 

1. Gideon faced the same problem we all face  

He simply lacked the faith to take God at His Word 

God told Gideon what He wanted him to do in vs. 12, 14 & 16

But Gideon was not willing to simply trust the Lord 

God expects His people to walk with Him in humble faith …

… In His Word and His Promises 


Romans 1:17 – “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith” 

When we seek some sign to determine God's will, 

(instead of taking Him at His Word) 

- It displeases God

Hebrews 11:6 – “But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” 
 
- It causes us to fall into sin  

Romans 14:23 – “And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin” 
 
We can trust His Word because He has promised to lead us

Psalm 32:8 – “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with Mine eye” 

Psalm 37:23 – “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in His way” 

2. Another problem I see in Gideon's fleece is that Gideon dictated the terms  

Gideon's responsibility was not to tell the Lord how things would be  

His responsibility was to simply obey the will of God   

Our duty is the same  

We are not called to tell the Lord how He should answer our prayers  

We are commanded to obey His Word and His Will  

Romans 12:1, 2 …

3. Gideon learned that seeking a sign does not solve the problem

Gideon was no better off after the fleece than he was before 

He still had the same promises from the Lord, 

But he still possessed the same problem of doubt

When we throw out a fleece, and we set the conditions, we are setting ourselves up for disappointment 

Even when things go almost like we ask, we are still prone to doubt 

If you can't take God at His Word, you will not be able to trust a fleece either 

Gideon learned that truth and so must we  

There is no peace in the fleece!



4. The real problem with “putting out a fleece” is that a fleece is always placed out of doubt and not faith

“Putting out a fleece” is not the biblical method for determining the will of God 

It is a method used by people like Gideon who lack the faith to simply trust the Word of God

5. So How does God guide His people? 

The Bible tells us exactly how God leads us to know His will for our lives 

- God guides through His Spirit 

John 16:13 – “Howbeit when He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will shew you things to come” 

- God guides through His Word  

Psalm 119:105 – “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” 

- God guides through His peace  

Colossians 3:15 – “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful” 

- God guides through the desires He gives us  



Psalm 37: 4 – “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart” 

- God also guides through the godly counsel of His people  

Proverbs 11:14 – “Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety” 

All of these will be in agreement

When God guides, the leadership of the Spirit will line up with the Word of God

These two assurances will produce peace in your heart 

The Spirit of God, the Word of God and the Peace of God will combine to give you a Desire to do what the Lord is leading you to do 

Others around you will see the hand of God in your decision

You do not need a fleece to determine God's will for your life

You merely need to listen to the Lord 

He will speak to you through His Word, by His Spirit, giving you a Desire for His will and He will provide peace about doing it 

Forget the fleece and just walk by faith!


6. Some will argue that God honored Gideon's fleece

Some would even say that God has honored their fleece too 

God did honor Gideon's fleece 

He did it because He was still developing Gideon's faith in the Lord 

He did it because He understands our human weaknesses

Psalm 78:38, 39; 103:14 

But He, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and destroyed them not: yea, many a time turned He his anger away, and did not stir up all His wrath”  “For He remembered that they were but flesh; a wind that passeth away, and cometh not again” 

“For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust” 

CONCLUSION

While God honored Gideon's fleece, it is not His will that we should determine the direction of our lives by seeking signs from the Lord 

v. 39 - Even Gideon knew that what he was doing was wrong  

“And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be hot against me…”

We have something Gideon did not possess 

We have the completed Word of God 

God's will is that we …

- Take His Word  

- Saturate our lives with its truth 

- Trust Him to take us where He will for His glory 

In my opinion, God gets far more glory from someone who simply obeys His Word …

Than He does from someone who seeks a sign 

If you will remember, Jesus condemned those who always had to have a sign

Matthew 12:39 – “But He answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas” 

Ill. When a traveler in the early days of the west, came to the Mississippi, he discovered there was no bridge. Fortunately it was winter and the river was covered with ice. But the traveler was afraid to trust himself to it, not knowing how thick it was. Finally with infinite caution, he crept on his hands and knees and managed to get halfway over. And then he heard—yes he heard singing from behind. Cautiously he turned, and there, out of the dusk, came another traveler, driving a four-horse load of coal over the ice, singing as he went!

Gideon, and each one of us, are just like that traveler 


We are afraid to take a step of faith and obediently serve the Lord 

Have you ever stopped to think about what could be accomplished for the glory of God if every believer simply did what God wanted him or her to do? 

There would be more power and glory in the church 

There would be more souls saved  

There would be more of the miraculous manifestations of God's presence and power in the world  

Far more would be accomplished than we could ever imagine, 

If God's people would merely take Him at His Word and step out on faith!

Where does this message find you? 

Are you faithfully doing what the Lord has called you to do? 

Or, are you holding back, out of a lack of faith in Him? 

Are you guilty of looking for signs instead of simply taking God at His Word? 


GIDEON AND “HIS FAITH”, “FOLLOWING” AND “FLEECE” 
1 | Page

10 | Page


TH

E

 

BOOK OF JUDGES #7

 

 

 

 

1

 

| 

Page

 

 

GID

E

ON’S CHALLENGE 

 

 

 

DATE:

 

8/11/2013 pm 

–

 

8

/

1

8

/

2

0

1

3

 

p

m

 

 

 

TEXT: 

Judges 6:33

-

40

 

 

INTRODUCTION

 

 

1. 

God is in the process of training Gideon 

 

 

As part of his training, God commanded Gideon to 

destroy an altar to Baal

,

 

and to build an altar to Jehovah  

 

 

Gideon passed that test with flying colors 

 

 

His

 

village 

is

 

not

 

so

 

pleased 

though …

 

 

They want to kill him for what he 

d

oes

 

 

 

Gideon's father step

s

 

in and defend

s

 

his son's actions 

 

 

It would appear that Gideon's father was 

 

 

-

 

Challenged

 

by his son's 

Courage 

 

 

-

 

Convicted

 

by his own 

Compromise

 

 

2. 

After th

is

 

P

ublic 

T

est

,

 

came a time of 

P

rivate 

T

esting

 

 

 

This second test 

was not

 

instigated by God

 

…

 

 

 

… 

B

ut by Gideon 

 

 

-

 

 

He had demonstrated great bravery in his 

P

ublic 

T

esting

 

 

 

 

