THE BOOK OF JUDGES #9 
God Has the Best Plans – Judges7:1-23
GOD HAS THE BEST PLANS 

DATE: 9/1/2013 – 9/15/2013 pm  

TEXT: Judges 7:1-23 

INTRODUCTION 

1. In James 4:13-17 …

James council’s men against the foolishness of making plans without first considering the will of God 

James is saying that we can make any plans we want …   

But God will always have the final say in any matter 

Therefore we must find out what God has planned 

And make our plans based on His plans, 

Why? Because God Always as the Best Plans!

We love to make plans, don't we? 

We want things to go the way we want them to go 

But, did you ever stop to think, that God might have a better plan?

2. In Luke 5:4-8 …

We find Peter and the others fishing all night without catching fish   



Jesus tells them to launch out into the deep and they would catch fish 

Peter's plan was to quit fishing and go home 

But, when he obeys, he finds out that God had another plan!

3. In Matthew 16:21-23 … 

Jesus tells His disciples that He was going to die, 

Peter rebuked the Lord; Peter thought he had a good plan  

But when Jesus went to the cross and paid sin’s Debt, 

Peter found out that God had the Best Plan 

4. When Goliath saw David coming to Fight, 

According to I Samuel 17 he had plans to kill David and feed his body to the birds  

But when that stone sank deep into his forehead, and he fell to the earth dead, he found out that God had another plan!

5. When Israel sent spies into Canaan  

And saw the giants that lived there in Numbers 13 & 14  

They made plans to find themselves a new leader to go back to Egypt 



But, over the next forty years, as they died one by one in the wilderness, they learned that God had another plan

I could give you example after example from the Word of God …

But we are going to see this truth is revealed clearly in our text    

When Gideon and his army went to battle, 

They must have had a Plan, 

But before the battle began and the victory was won, 

They found out that God had Another Plan 

I would like to consider this thought … 

“God Has the Best Plan” 

And as we do, let's learn this lesson: 

That God's Plan …

- May not be the Easiest  

- May not be the most Popular  

- May not even seem like the Smartest  

But “God Always has the Best Plan!”

~~~Prayer~~~



I. THE “REALITIES” 

There are some things we need to understand when it comes to the Realities of God’s Plan … 

God’s Plan is … 

A. ‘Different’ – vs. 2-8 … 

Gideon planned to march into battle with 32,000 (v.3) soldiers, but God had a Different Plan! 

(The Context of vs. 2-8 and how God whittled down the army of Gideon)

1. When we make our Plans 

We try to stack the deck in our favor 

That’s human nature! 

2. However, God usually has a Different Idea!

- David was just a shepherd, but God had a Different Plan  

- Job was a wealthy man, who just wanted to Worship his God, Love his family and Enjoy his wealth, but God had a Different Plan  

- Joseph and Mary were a young couple who wanted to get married and raise a family, but God had a Different Plan  

- Saul of Tarsus just wanted to destroy Christianity, but God had a Different Plan! 

3. The test of a truly consecrated life 

Is that we are Willing to Submit to the Plans of God 

… Even when His plan, Contradicts our Plan 

Paul in Acts 16:6-9 and the Macedonia Vision  

Luke 22:42 – “…not My will, but Thine, be done” 

A ‘Different’ Plan

God’s Plan is … 

B. ‘Declared’ – vs. 9-15 … 

Gideon has now seen his 32,000-man army reduced to just 300 men 

He is getting ready to attack a force that is much larger than his own 

God is not asking for a leap in the dark, he is asking for a clear step of faith 

God knows Gideon's Fears and Concerns

Therefore God dispels Gideon’s Fears

1. The Lord expects you & I to be obedience 

But He never asks for blind obedience  

He always asks His children to respond to His Plans by Faith …


- According to the Directions of His Word

- Based on the Eternal Nature of God 

- Based on our experience of His work in our lives in the past! 

2. God uses many means to speak to His children!

- He Speaks though His Word 

Romans 10:17 – “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” 

- He Speaks though the Holy Spirit

Acts 13:2 – “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them” 

- He Speaks through other Believers

Acts 9:17 – “And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost” 

- He even speaks through the circumstances of life

Genesis 24:12-16 … (Abraham’s servant finding a bride for Isaac) 

3. The bottom line is this; 


God will always direct your feet plainly! 

He will not leave you in doubt 

His Plan is a Declared Plan! 

Knowing His Plan requires Prayer, Holiness and Patience  

But be sure, in His time, He will reveal His Plan 

When He does, you will see that it maybe ‘Different’ 

But it will definitely be ‘Declared’   

God always has the Best Plan! 

The surest way of knowing His Plan is to Practice … 

… Romans 12:1, 2 …

A ‘Different’ Plan

A ‘Declared’ Plan 

God’s Plan is … 

C. ‘Distinct’ – vs. 16-23 …

Gideon's men were to surround the enemy 

300 hundred against 10’s of thousands! 

They were to sounds their trumpets, shout for the battle and break a little clay pitcher containing an oil lamp  


God said that this would give them the victory! 

What a Distinct Plan! 

No man would ever have come up with a plan like that!

1. Had these men not been willing to follow God's Plan, 

They would have missed out on God's best for their lives!

2. So it is, with the Plans of God for us  

There are times when the Lord will lead you in Directions you never Imagined 

He can come up with Plans for our lives that are very Distinct! 

Yet, when we go His way, we find out that He always has the Best Plan!

The Realities of God’s Plan is that it is Different, Declared and Distinct 

THE “REALITIES”

II. THE “REQUIREMENTS” 

If a person or a church is going to follow God’s Plan 

Then there are 3 necessary steps

God’s Plan Requires … 

A. ‘Surrender’ 

Think about this … 

Gideon was a man with 32,000 followers! 

But, by following God's Plan, he saw his Army Reduced, his Rank Lowered and his Pride Crushed 

He was Reduced from General Gideon to Gideon the Barley Cake - v.13 …

(He went from being a great leader to a dog biscuit!)

1. That will do something to your ego! 

What Gideon learned, was that this fight was not about Gideon, his Army, or even the Enemy 

This battle was about the Lord! 

Gideon had to come to the place where he was willing to lay his plans, his goals, his dreams, and his will, aside 

Why? So that he might surrender to the will of God!

2. That is what the Lord still Requires! 

Those who see the reality of the fact that God has the Best Plan …

Are those who turn from their plan to go with His Plan  

God's Plan is always the Best Plan! 

You can trust Him to look out for your best interests  

Romans 8:28 – “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose” 

Jeremiah 29:11 – “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end” 

‘Surrender’ 

The 2nd Requirement is …

B. ‘Submission’ 

1. For God's plan to Succeed, 

Gideon and his army had to Submit to God's Plan 

Gideon had to watch when 22,000 and then 9,700 men turned and went home  

(Taking their weapons and their potential with them) 

Gideon and the 300 who remained had to walk in obedience to God's Plan 

Or none of them had a chance to survive!

2. If you want to see the Lord's best for your life, 

Then it will require obedience to His Plan on your part 

You may not like what the Lord is telling you to do, 

But you do it anyway 

Obedience is important to the Lord

I Samuel 15:22 – “And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams” 
   
It is His command for each of us  

Ephesians 6:6 – “Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;” 

Obedience to His will proves our love for Him 

John 14:15 – “If ye love Me, keep My commandments” 

‘Surrender’, ‘Submission’

The 3rd Requirement is …

C. ‘Stedfastness’ 

1. ‘Gideon’s’ Great Faith 

- It took great faith for 300 to go out against thousands! 

- It took great faith for them to take no weapons! 

- It took great faith for them to blow their trumpets, break those pitchers and shine those lights, 

But God always honors Faith!

2. ‘Our’ Great Faith 

If we are going to see God's best Plan for our life,

It will also require Faith! 

God is going to ask you to take some steps that will be difficult and unsure 

But, the path to God's best is always the Path of Faith! 

God always honors faith because faith always honors God!

Hebrews 11:6 – “…He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” 

THE “REALITIES”

THE “REQUIREMENTS” 

III. THE “RESULTS” 

When God's People submit to God's Plan and carry it out for His glory, there are certain results they can expect!

A. God's ‘Enemies are Vanquished’ – vs. 21, 22 

1. Gideon’s Enemies thought they had a Plan 

Israel saw their enemies defeated because Israel followed God's Plan!

The Midianites and the Amalekites turned on one another in fear and fled the scene 

2. Satan, also has a plan for our life? 

Our enemy wants us to be defeated, unhappy and miserable! 

But, when we choose to walk in the Lord's Plan 

We can be confident that it is the Best Plan and that it will gives us the victory over Satan! 

God's ‘Enemies are Vanquished’

B. God’s ‘People are Victorious’ – v. 23

1. Israel enjoyed a great victory because they chose the best plan! 

By the way, they already had the victory before the battle ever began according to vs. 7 & 8 … 

2.  God's Plan for our life is the ability to walk in victory

Romans 8:37 – “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us” 

II Corinthians 2:14 – “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ …”  

I Corinthians 15:57 – “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” 

But, we will only experience victory when we walk in His Plan and not our own! 


If you walk in God’s Plan, which is the Best Plan, you will never walk in Defeat! 

Paul – 

II Corinthians 4:7-10 …

II Corinthians 12:7-10 … 

How could he say what He did? 

He knew that he was walking in the will of God and that even though it might be hard, God always has the Best Plan!

God's ‘Enemies are Vanquished’

God’s ‘People are Victorious’

C. God’s ‘Name is Venerated’ – vs. 2, 15-23 

1. Because the victory was won without a great army 

Without a fierce battle  

God got all the glory for the victory! 

Neither Gideon, nor his army, could go home, and brag about what they did on the battle field  

(How that story might have gone!)

2. When we turn away from our plan and embrace His, 

We are assured of the victory, and we are assured that He will receive all the glory for all that happens   

After all, that's what life as a believer is all about anyway! 

I Corinthians 10:31 – “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” 

Matthew 5:16 – “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” 
 
Our Lives, our Obedience, ought to point to Him and not to ourselves!

CONCLUSION

Is God messing around with your plans? 

The best thing you could ever do is submit to His Plan, 

Because His Plan is the Best Plan!

1. He has the Best Plan for Living – 

His will, when followed, always produces victory in the life of the believer!

2. He has the Best Plan for Leaving – 

His plan is for you to receive Jesus as your personal Saviour  

If you do, then you need never fear the fires of Hell, 




THE “REALITIES”

THE “REQUIREMENTS” 

THE “RESULTS” 
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