THE BOOK OF PROVERBS #9      
Higher Education – Proverbs 4:10-27   
HIGHER EDUCATION  

DATE: 6/7/2015 pm 

TEXT: Proverbs 4:10-27

INTRODUCTION

Often when we talk about Higher Education, we are thinking about going on to college 

But tonight as we continue to look at Proverbs 4 we will not be thinking about public, private or even Christian Education 

Education is an experience that develops skills through the learning process 

A “Higher” Education is not limited to a college degree or to post graduate study 

Our “Higher” Education should come directly from God

II Peter 3:18 – “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”

John 14:26 – “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you”

Growing in Grace demands a continual effort 

Education has no end and those who stop learning lose it  

Retaining what we have learned requires a person to stay on top of it

Let’s read our text, than pray 

And think on this thought 

“Higher” Education 

vs. 10-27 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

God’s Education has Great …

I. “WORTH” – vs. 10-13 

Holding on to God’s Education takes effort and an understanding of what it is Worth 

Worth – the value one places on something, something considered important  

God promises, when we hold on to His Education … 

We will have a life worth living  

The days that are lived, add up to real and everlasting value 

Let’s look at what the Bible says about the Worth of Higher Education 

A. An Increased Life Span – v.10 

“Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many” 



Psalm 90:10 – “The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away”  

Hearing and Receiving (Applying) God’s Truth will lengthen someone’s life (Both in quality & quantity) 

It will guard against mistakes, that bring us harm 

When God’s laws are Established, our lives are Extended 

We need to Focus on...

B. The Lessons that will be Instilled – v.11

“I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths”  

Learning is a life-long process 

The things taught are not just recent lessons 

But a prolonged process of education

Experience   

Over a long period of time the instructions are instilled 

The things taught have a Double effect  

“taught thee”  

“led thee” 

Precepts must be followed by … Practice 

Hearing and Seeing the lessons provide a better learning experience 

The things Declared are also Demonstrated 

The knowledge that is Shared is backed up by a life that is Shown 

“right paths” 

These paths are the ways of Righteousness and Truth 

Psalm 23:3 – “He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake” 

Our attitude should be …

Psalm 25:4, 5 – “Shew me Thy ways, O LORD; teach me Thy paths” “Lead me in Thy Truth, and Teach me: for Thou art the God of my salvation; on Thee do I wait all the day” 

These are paths of wisdom 

These are paths that are paved with the highest principles in mind for the believer  

A firm grip on what has been received will result in...

C. The Legs that will be Invigorated – v.12 

“When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened;

“goest” “steps” - indicate Common Movement
                                                                                                 Every day living  

“straitened” - made very difficult, restricted, or narrow

Allowing God’s Truth to do its job will keep our everyday lives less difficult  (“not”)

The Ways of God are sufficient for everyday needs 

There is new strength for every step that will keep us going and guarded as we go

“and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble”

“runnest” - This word indicate Crisis Management

To Run means to make haste, get help, something needs immediate attention   

“Stumble” - The word indicates something in the way that causes someone to fall or weakness 

Jude 24 – “Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,”  

The wisdom of God is enough for every situation 

In walking or running, legs get tired, obstacles show up  

But in the Lord’s ways there is confidence in whatever is required

The human tendency is to relax ...

D. The Looseness that is Implied – v.13 

“Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life”

“Take fast hold” 

The idea here is holding on with all our might 

Someone acts as if everything depends on it 

A strong grip is needed on God’s Truth because there are many enemies that world try to take it out of our hands

There are many things that cause a loosened grip  

-- Neglect can do it  

-- Worldliness can do it  

-- Doubt can do it  

-- Wrong associations can do it  

-- Sin will certainly do it  

To hold on … the grip must be tightened 

Higher Education is of Great …

“WORTH” 

Holding on to a Higher Education demands Restraint and...

II. “WITHDRAWAL” – vs. 14-19 


There are 5 appeals in vs. 14 & 15 to Reject the way of the wicked …

“Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men” “Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away” 

… To Withdraw ourselves from them 

II Corinthians 6:17 – “Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,”

“Enter / go not” 

There are only 2 paths from which to choose  

The path of the wicked and the path of the just 

By default we will follow the wicked path  

We need to make every effort to change that  

The danger of continuing on this path is enslavement 

II Timothy 2:26 – “And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will”

“Avoid it” 

This phrase means to let go, to ignore something

We are to pay no attention to any appeals 

Don’t even give it a glance 

Do not give temptation a second thought 

“Pass not by it”

Put as much distance as possible between you and the temptation 

Walking too near the edge can result in a fall 

In Proverbs 7:7 a young man went near an immoral woman’s house, he went the way to her house 

Curiosity killed the cat  

“Turn from it” 

Resist the temptation by running from it  

I think of Joseph with Potiphar’s wife in Gen. 39: 12 

“And (he) fled and got him (self) out” 

“Pass away” 

The phrase means to go on 

Do not hesitate or hang around 

There is danger in any delay

The Repetition here … emphasizes the danger 

Consider (now) these dangers in vs. 16-19 … 

Here’s why we are to “Enter not”, “Avoid”, “Pass not by”, “Turn from”, and “Pass away” 

Because of … 

A. The Wicked Unholy Cause - v.16 

“For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall”

It’s pretty sad to think that the wicked lose sleep unless they cause someone to sin

The Righteous lose sleep if they have done something wrong  

The wicked lose sleep if they have not done something wrong 

They cannot Lie-down until they have done something Low-down 

Look at …

B. The Wicked Unsatisfied Case –v.17 

“For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence”

Eating and drinking are things people do every day 

We are identified by what we eat 

Our meat reveals our makeup 
                                                                                                             John 4:34 – “Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work” 


Wickedness is an everyday part of some people’s lives   (scary)

It is just a part of who they are  

Once started … sin does not stop 

It has an appetite that is never satisfied  

The Just feed on what is good, but the Wicked find their nourishment in evil 

In contrast to the wicked there is...

C. The Just Condition– v.18

“But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day”

This light is not the light of the Sun …

“is as the shining light”

… But rather it is brightened by the “Sun of righteousness” 

Malachi 4:2 – “But unto you that fear My name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in His wings;” 

“the shining light” - refers to the light increasing throughout the day 

“more and more” 

As things get darker and darker, 

The Light of Christ shines Brighter and Brighter 

“The Path of the Just”  

“The just” are those who are justified by faith

“The just shall live by faith” – Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38 

He does right because he has been made right 

-- It is a Straight way 

Light travels along a straight line 

-- It is a Slow way

Although light travels at 671 million miles per hour  

The light you are seeing today from the objects in the sky began some 6000 yrs ago 

This shows you how vast the universe is and how great the Creator is who made it  

(So … is God’s Long suffering for us) 

-- It is a Steady way 

It does not stop until the destination is reached 

- It is a Safe way 

As compared to those who stumble along a dark path 

Because there is...

D. The Wicked Way – v.19 

“The way of the wicked” … is their own way 

“The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble”

They are obedient to no laws but their own 

Their driving desire is the fulfillment of their own appetites 

The wicked stumble over the Ways and Word of God 

They are blind to His Methods and to His Message  

They stumble over their own sins and have no idea what makes them fall

Light has come but they love darkness more than light 

John 3:19 – “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil”  

The way of the wicked is darkness because they are blind to the light of the gospel  

2 Corinthians 4:4 – “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them”

God’s Education is of Great “WORTH” 



God’s Education Teaches us to “WITHDRAW” from Wickedness 

A Higher Education puts things to the test and finds...

III. “WHOLENESS” – vs. 20-22 

I’ve often said that if you don’t have your health your hurting 

A lot of times this is true because we mistreat our bodies 

If you truly want to be whole … 

Then we need more then the Physical aspects of life 

v. 22 - “For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh”

The “they” are found in vs. 20 & 21 and we will look at them in a minute   

1. The Spiritual Aspect 

Wisdom (God’s Truths) “are life” giving  

As Jesus said in John 6:63 – “The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life”

John 4:14 and the woman at the well 

“But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give 
him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life”


2. The Physical Aspect 

“And health to … their flesh”

When we are Whole … Saved, and living Sanctified 

It will deliver a person from the sins and stresses that cause so much illness 

Following after God’s Truth (Wisdom) brings health to both the body and soul 

Proof of this is seen in those who have completely committed themselves to them 

And this physical and spiritual health is not limited to a few but is open “unto those that find them” 

That word “find” doesn’t mean something that is found by chance, stumbled upon

But rather something found by diligent search 

This is why we must “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth” – II Tim. 2:15  

Without Wholeness, life at best, is only fragmented  

This Wholeness comes to us though the use of our ear and eye gates 

First, let’s look at ...

A. The Sounds – v.20


The Sounds the Ears Hear 

“My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings” 

Again the direction is to the child 

The advice is to attend, incline 

Attend – pay close attention  

Incline - to lean toward a particular course of action

This is an invitation to pay close attention to God’s course of action (Higher Education) 

The use of the “ear” is the means with which we listen 

The “They” found in v.22 are “my words & sayings” 

There are going to be many voices that compete for our children’s attention  

They are affected by the things they hear 

And it is imperative that they lend their ears to those who say the right things 

I Corinthians 14:10 - “There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification”

II Corinthians 10:5 – “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;” 

To hear what we ought to hear … every thought must be …

-- Compared to the Word of God

-- Filtered through the presence of Christ

What goes into the ears goes into the mind and what is heard either helps or hinders our life 

In addition to The Sounds that the Ear Hears we have...

B. The Sight – v.21

The Sights that one Sees  

“Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart”

Again the “them” here is referencing the “words” & “saying” found in v.22  

We see the heart being bound to the eyes here

Job 31:1 – “I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?”

Although Job 31:1 is dealing with adulterous thoughts  specifically  …

There is a principle here of guarding our eyes in general from things that will harm us 

We are to be careful what we watch  


What we view has a direct affect on our hearts 

David said in Ps 101:3 – 

“I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes:”  

To hold on to a Higher Education, the ways of wisdom must be held in the heart 

The strongest grip is the one which is held by the heart

I Thessalonians 5:23 – “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” 

God’s Education makes us “WHOLE” 

God’s Education is of Great “WORTH” 

God’s Education will help us “WITHDRAW” 

And the last thought we want to look at is …

IV. “WATCHFULNESS” – vs. 23-27 

God’s Education will help us to be Watchful 

v.23 - “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life”

The heart must be kept because of its tendency to deceit 

Jeremiah 17:9 says - “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” 


The heart cannot keep itself 

Watchfulness is the primary thing for the heart 

Without watchfulness it will wander 

1. Guard the Heart 

How to Guard the heart …

-- Keep the right company 

-- Think the right thoughts 

-- Read the right literature  

-- Go to the right places   

-- Look at the right things  

Ill. Keep the heart as a garden is kept. A garden is kept with continual attention. Watering and weeding is not a one time act. It has to be done over and over. There is never a time when nothing needs to be done. This calls for strenuous work but anything worth keeping is worth the work required to keep it. 

Water the garden of the heart with the water of God’s Word 

Pull out the weeds whenever and wherever they are found 

-- Love will weed out hate 

-- Faith will weed out unbelief  

-- Obedience will weed out stubbornness  

-- Humility will weed out pride  

-- Contentment will weed out restlessness  

-- Longsuffering will weed out impatience  

-- Gentleness will weed out unkindness  

-- Peace will weed out rebellion  

-- Goodness will weed out evil 

-- Purity will weed out uncleanness  

Want a good garden? Pull out the weeds!

2. Give Your Heart 

Give the heart to God 

God wants the heart and He is the best keeper 

God will not lose what is placed in His hands 

II Timothy 1:12 – “For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day” 

Jude 24 – “Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy” 

We need to Keep our …


A. Speech – v.24 

“Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee”

We need to guard against wrong words 

“Froward mouth” is - Perverse speech, speech that is contrary to truth, opposed to love and foreign to goodness. It is a hateful, lying and sin loving tongue

What you say … comes from what you think 

Pro. 23:7 – “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he”

What you think comes from what you listen to and watch  

B. Sight – v.25 

“Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee”

Our attention needs to be focused 

We can’t let ourselves be distracted 

Hebrews 12:2 – “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God”

Guarding / Watching what we watch and listen to will protect our hearts 


C. Direction – v.26 

“Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established”

When our hearts are right they will lead us the right way 

“ponder” - We must be thinking about things 

“established” – continuing to grow successfully, strongly in the right ways 

Hebrews 13:9 – “Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace;” 

D. (No) Deviation – v.27 

“Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil”

The way of wisdom is strict 

It should allows for no deviation from the path it has laid out  

The hand that is laid to the plough must keep a strict line of separation or will result in crooked rows 

Luke 9:62 – “And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God”

CONCLUSION 


Hanging on to a Higher Education will take all we can give it all the time 

Whenever there is a letup there will be a letdown 

God’s Education is of Great “WORTH” 

God’s Education will help us “WITHDRAW” 

God’s Education makes us “WHOLE” 

God’s Education takes WATCHFULNESS”

God’s Education is a Higher Education 
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