THE BOOK OF GALATIANS #9      
The Family of God – Galatians 3:26-29   
THE FAMILY OF GOD 

DATE: 8/26/2015 Wed.  

TEXT: Galatians 3:26-29 

INTRODUCTION

Depending on your experience, thinking of family can either be comforting or emotional 

Regardless of the quality of our relationships with our earthly family

We can always be thankful for our inheritance in Christ and that we are in God’s family 

Let’s stand and read vs. 26-29 

Let’s pray and think on this thought 

“The Family of God” 

~~~Prayer~~~

I. THE “INVITATION” –v.26 

Invited to a Family

A. God is the Author of all of Creation – v.26a

“For ye are all the children of God…” 

Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth”



Revelations 4:11 – “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were created”

Genesis 1:27 – “So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He them”

While God is the Author of all Creation, He is not the Father of all people redemptively 

I Corinthians 8:6 – “But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by Him”

1. “But to us…” – those who are saved 

2. “there is but one God” – not like the all the world’s religions with their many different god’s

3. “the Father, of whom are all things,” “and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things” 

Colossians 1:15-18 … 

Not only is God the Author of all of Creation 

B. God is the Spiritual Father of the Saved – v.26b 

“by faith in Christ Jesus”

1. Before Christ, we were the children of wrath



Ephesians 2:3 – “Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; 
and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others” 
 
2. Through Christ, we become the children of God 

John 14:6 – “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me”

A person who has not trusted Christ is not a child of God 

God has no sons who are not identified by faith in Jesus Christ 

No one comes to the Father except through His Son 

John 1:12 – “But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name:”

3. By the Holy Spirit, we Know we are saved  

Galatians 4:6 – “And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father”  

Romans 8:16 – “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:”

 “For ye (we) are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus” 


“INVITED” INTO GOD’S FAMILY  

II. OUR “IDENTIFICATION” – vs. 27, 28 …

These verses are not primarily speaking of water baptism 

Rather, he is speaking of our faith that has placed us in Christ (positionally) 

To identify with someone or something is to consider yourself the same as that to which you identify  

A. Our ‘Placement’ –v.27 

This verse describes two events 

1. The Putting In – v.27a 

“For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ…”

There are those who teach that a child of God does not receive the Holy Spirit at the time of salvation 

This is their take on the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

They are famous for asking - Have you been baptized with the Holy Spirit? 

Every born again child of God can answer that question with an unequivocal … yes 

Paul wrote in I Cor. 12:13 - “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit”

John the Baptist said - Mark 1:8 – “I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost”

According to the Scriptures, how many of the Corinthian believers were baptized in the Spirit? 

The answer is clear! 

“For by one Spirit are we ALL baptized” 

The teaching that someone must reach some mystical level of holiness to be baptized with the Holy Spirit is false 

All of the Corinthian believers were baptized by the Holy Ghost 

And they certainly were not the holiest bunch around 

In fact they were just the opposite! 

They were carnal … 

I Corinthians 3:1 – “And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ”  

They were not dealing with immorality …

I Cor. 5:1 – “It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles”  



They were at odds with one another even to the point of going to court …

I Cor. 6:1 – “Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints?”  

They were quarreling with one another …                  

I Cor. 11:18 – “For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it”

They were abusing the Lord's table, some to the point that God dealt with them …                                

I Cor. 11:20 – “When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper”

They were a self-centered, self-seeking, worldly group of people with a miserable testimony 

Yet, the Bible says that they ALL were baptized by the Spirit of God

The word “baptized” means to immerse or dip 

It is a word that was used in the secular realm for dyeing a garment by dipping it into dye 

The idea is that of complete immersion  

To be baptized in the Holy Spirit is to be immersed into the body of Christ, which are the churches of God  


Every Christian receives the Holy Spirit at the moment of conversion 

Eph. 1:13 – “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the Word of Truth, the Gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise”

Not only does every believer receive the Holy Spirit, but He comes to stay permanently 

Eph 4:30 – “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption” 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the act whereby the believer is placed into the body of Christ

The Putting In 

2. There is a Putting On – v.27b 

Paul speaks of having “… put on Christ” 

The words “put on” means to be clothe with 

So then to “put on Christ” is to clothe ourselves in the likeness of Him  

How do we accomplish this? 

Paul said in Eph. 4:22-24 – “That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;” “And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;” “And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness”

Col. 3:8-10 – “But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth” “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;” “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him”

In the terminology of putting off and putting on …

Paul compared the Christian life to stripping off the filthy clothes of a sinful past and putting on the white robes of Christ's righteousness  

So to “put on Christ” is to strip ourselves of the sins and habits of the flesh and live the way He lived

B. In our ‘Position’ – v.28 

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus”

This speaks of unity and equality 

We are one in Christ 

Our position in Christ surpasses all racial, social and gender boundaries 

We are all one in Him

“INVITED” INTO GOD’S FAMILY  

“IDENTIFIED” WITH CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR  


III. WE ARE “INCLUDED” – v. 29 

We are Included in the Promises 

“And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise”

Just as Abraham received eternal life by faith, so do we  

v. 8 – “And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed”

A. The Promise ‘Concerning Christ’ – v.29a 

“Abraham’s seed” here is referring to Christ 

The phrase “and if ye be Christ’s” follows what Paul said at the end of v.28  

“… for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” 

When we come to Christ for salvation by Faith …

We are placed “in Christ” 

And being “in Christ” makes us a descendant of Abraham  

This sums up the common position we have “in Christ” whether Jew or Gentile 

And …

B. The Promise that is ‘To All Who Believe’ – v.29b  

We are “heirs”

Heirs – are those who hold the right to receive property, position, or title of somebody else when that person dies

“according to the promise”

According to the promise made to Abraham 

Genesis 12:3 – “… and in thee (Abraham) shall all families of the earth be blessed” 

I Peter 1:4  - “To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,”

CONCLUSION 

Our Christian lives ought to take on a new wonder and meaning as we realize all that we have “in Christ” 

And that we have has come to us by Grace, Not a keeping of the Law 

God’s covenant with Abraham was unconditional 

Heirs of God 

Romans 8:17 – “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together”

We are sons and daughters in God’s Family 





“INVITED” INTO GOD’S FAMILY  

“IDENTIFIED” WITH CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR 

“INCLUDED” IN THE PROMISES OF GOD  
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