THE BOOK OF PROVERBS #11      
Drinking from your own Well – Proverbs 5:15-23   
DRINKING FROM                                YOUR OWN WELL 

DATE: 7/5/2015 pm 

TEXT: Proverbs 5:15-23

INTRODUCTION

Last time we look at the Folly of Fornication 

This time we will look at the Freedom in Fidelity 

Let’s stand and read vs. 15-23 together and then pray

And think on this thought 

“Drinking from your own Well”  

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. “DRINKING” – vs. 15 – 17

Drinking from your own Well 

These verses seem to be very poetic, metaphorical 

What is Solomon referring to in these verses?

First he is talking about …
 
A. Procreation – v.15

Beginning in this verse he turns from a Warning to an Admonition (strong advice)  


The metaphors used are that of marriage 

The advice is simple … faithfulness to one’s spouse  

God has clearly declared that man is to procreate 

Genesis 1:28 – “And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth …” 

Genesis 9:1 – “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth”

By the way, you need a man and a woman to fulfil this command 

Any other combination just doesn’t work!

But the world could care less whether it obeys God or not  
 
“Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well”

Key word “own” – emphasizes possession 

In days gone by, people routinely had a cistern in their home to collect rain water for household uses such as washing  

They may also have had a well to draw drinking water  

Solomon’s metaphor was to enjoy and use your own water and not that of your neighbor 


The allusion clearly is to fidelity in marriage versus fornication

Why the specific allusion to a cistern / well? 

Not sure … but purity comes to mind  

And when you do … you have …

B. Your (own) Children – v.16, 17a 

“Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets” “Let them be only thine own,”

Solomon calls the children that are the result of a godly marriage … “fountains” (kinda like “seed”)

We see Israel (the children of Jacob) called this 

Deuteronomy 33:28 – “Israel then shall dwell in safety alone: the fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land …” 

Psalm 68:26 – “Bless ye God in the congregations, even the Lord, from the fountain of Israel”

Beginning, and growing a family, is one of the most blessed thing someone can do 

And “fountains” turn into “rivers” flowing from them 

Psalm 104:10 – “He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run among the hills”

Something small … becomes something very great! 


Two become one, who … become many

Ps 128:3 – “Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants round about thy table”

Proverbs 17:6 – “Children's children are the crown of old men; and the glory of children are their fathers”

Psalm 78:6 – “That the generation to come might know them,(God’s Words) even the children which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children:”

Psalm 127:3 - 5 – “Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is His reward” “As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth” “Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate”

And Children, become as rivers in respect of their parents, 

So when they grow up, they also become “fountains” to their children

As compared to …

C. Other Children – v.17b 

“and not strangers' with thee” 

His point is, let your children be your own and not those of some ‘strange’ woman (illegitimate)


The greater point once again is the wisdom of being intimate with one’s wife and no one else 

The purity of the marriage relationship / fidelity  

The thought is to have plenty of children, but all by the same woman – “the wife of thy youth” 

Psalm 127:5a – “Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them:” 

God has ordained a blessedness in the Biblical martial relationship 

One Man, One Woman, “till death do you part” 

“DRINKING” FROM YOUR OWN WELL 

II. “DEVOTION” – vs. 18-20 

Devotion to your Wife 

Let me read v.18 a little differently

“Let (That) thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth” 

If our families (children) are going to be Blessed, 

Then we need to learn to rejoice (be happy) with the wife of our youth 

The happiness of a family is in direct proportion to how a Husband treats his wife  

The responsibility of a husband is to bring joy to her 

If his affections for her, are as strong as they ought to be 

There will be no attraction able to break it 

Let the husband always be devoted to his wife, loving her more and more as the years go by 

God’s Perfect Will for marriage is for it to be permanent  

Divorce is never God’s will

With that said, if it has happened, it is also not the unpardonable sin either 

First, let’s look at … 

A. The ‘Examples that are Presented’ - v.19a

“Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe;”

The “hind” is the female deer and the “roe” is the female mountain goat 

These animals represent the images of Beauty and Grace

I don’t think we should attempt to describe our wives that way today  

He’s pointing to the attractive features about his wife 

Two thoughts are clearly in view  

1. A husband should only have eyes for his wife

2. A wife ought to keep herself physically attractive

Ephesians 5:28, 29 – “So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself” “For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:”

The ‘Examples that are Presented’  

B. The ‘Enjoyment that is Provided’ – v.19c

“…be thou ravished always with her love”

“Ravished” - to overwhelm somebody with deep and pleasurable feelings or emotions 

This speaks about something that is permanent, not momentary   

He must “always” be satisfied with her charms 

Wives need to learn to be charming / attractive 

We need to learn to keep some mystery in marriage 

The ‘Examples that are Presented’

The ‘Enjoyment that is Provided’  

C. The ‘Embrace that is Prohibited’ – v.20

“And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger?”

The thought returns to a warning against immorality


This is a rhetorical question for which is expected a negative response (he is reasoning) 

There is No good reason for immoral behavior 

To do so is like leaving the pure refreshing water at home to drink from a mud puddle in the street 

Stupid! 

We need to recognize the temptation when it comes 

We need to stop allowing it to fill our minds 

II Corinthians 10:5 – “Casting down (out) imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” 
 
I Corinthians 10:13 – “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it”

“DRINKING” FROM YOUR WELL

“DEVOTED” TO YOUR WIFE 

III. “DISCERNMENT” - v.21 

The Discernment of the Lord 

People make every effort to hide their sins 



They try to tell themselves that there is nothing to worry about because it will never be discovered 

However, we see from v.21 that what is unknown to man is known to God 

A. The Way of Men - v.21a  

“For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD,”

“ways” – is our course in life, what we do  

“before” - The idea here is a fixed focus 

We are never out of God’s sight

God doesn’t miss a thing 

Not only doesn’t he miss something 

B. The Means of God - v.21b 

“He pondereth all his (our) goings”   

Ponder – means to consider carefully 

God considered with care what we are doing

Ps. 40:17 – “But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me”  

Apart from whatever miserable consequences occurs from immorality 

There is a final consequence 

God witnesses such sin and the guilty parties will someday answer to God

God’s Great White Throne Judgment 

Revelation 20:11-13 …  

“DRINKING” FROM YOUR WELL

“DEVOTED” TO YOUR WIFE 

“DISCERNMENT” FROM THE LORD 

Lastly he speaks about …

IV. “DEATH” - vs. 22, 23 

The Death that comes from Living Lawlessly 

Solomon closes the topic of the Folly of Fornication with the outcome of such behavior 

A. The Arresting of the Sin - v.22 

“His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins”

Sin arrests the sinner  

Sin, (and here it is especially the immoral sin that is the subject) will apprehend the sinner and expose him  

The betrayal of sin is built in – “His own iniquities”  

Romans 1:28 – “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, 

…God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;”

A “reprobate mind” is a mind destitute of reason 

They choose not to retain God in their knowledge 

They totally disregard anything God has to say

Therefore God gives them up … to do as they please

Their way of thinking is wrong and God has said He disapproves of it 

Therefore the consequences of their headstrong ways is a reprobate mind 

They are determined to forget Him 

So we see … 

B. The Anathema from God - v.23 

“He shall die without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray”

Anathema is a term that denounces something or excludes somebody, it’s a curse 

1. Its ‘Fatality’ 

“Die without instruction” 

To “die without instruction” means the sinner dies without heeding the warning, he does not correct his course 

James 1:15 – “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death”

In every age, so many die in ignorance of the most important matter of life, namely, salvation 

Failing to listen to instruction is their own fault 

They did not want instruction, so they die ignorant of salvation and thus perish for eternity

2. It’s ‘Folly’

“in his folly … He shall go astray” 

“Folly” – misguided, irrational, thoughtless  understanding, thinking Not based on Truth 

They go on their ways, happy as larks, thinking everything is just fine 

When in reality they are heading off into a Christ-less eternity   

CONCLUSION 

“DRINKING” FROM YOUR OWN WELL

“DEVOTED” TO YOUR WIFE 

“DISCERNMENT” FROM THE LORD 

“DEATH” FROM LIVING LAWLESSLY 
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