 THE BOOK OF GALATIANS #12      
Liberty or Slavery – Galatians 4:19-31   
LIBERTY OR SLAVERY   

DATE: 10/7/2015 Wed.

TEXT: Galatians 4:19-31 

INTRODUCTION

We saw last time that …

The tactic of the False Teachers was to separate the new believer from the congregation by their false teaching 

The False Teachers were zealous in their effect to get the Galatian believers back under works 

And when some of these believers showed some response to their efforts …

The False Teachers became even more enthusiastic 

In Paul’s day the Legalist or False Teachers were mainly Jewish 

Today, they could be Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, Charismatics, Catholic or others (even Baptist) 

But it is always someone who says they have more knowledge and understanding to add to Bible Faith

Quote: C. H. Spurgeon said – “It is a remarkable fact that all the heresies which have arisen in the Church have had a decided tendency to dishonor God and flatter man”  

Quote: Vance Havner said – “The early Christians condemned false doctrine in a way that sounds almost unchristian today” 

We need to “earnestly contend for the faith” – Jude 3

I Corinthians 4:14-15 – “I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you” “For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel” 

Romans 16:17, 18 – “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them” 
“For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” 

Paul now draws upon the Old Testament account of Sarah and Hagar to further illustrate his teaching concerning Law and Grace / Faith and Works 

Let’s stand to read God’s Word 

And think on this thought tonight 

“Liberty or Slavery” 

vs. 19-31 

~~~Prayer~~~

First, let’s look at … 

I. PAUL’S “COMPASSION” – vs. 19, 20 

“My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,” “I desire to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in doubt of you”


Paul shows us his great Compassion for the Galatians here 

First … 

A. By his ‘Devotion’ – v.19  

“My little children”

These words show Paul's Compassionate Devotion to these converts 

It is the language of endearment 

“…of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,”

Paul's Compassion and Concern for the Galatians is so heartfelt that he compares it to labor pains 

Paul was just as concerned for them now, as he was before they had professed Christ 

Paul was heartbroken over the sad spiritual condition of the Galatians

Then … 

B. By his ‘Desire’ –v.20a  

“I desire to be present with you now”

When you love someone, you want to be with them 

So Paul wants to be with the Galatians

Next … 

C. By his ‘Display’ –v.20b 

“To change my voice”

Paul did not want to sound like he was scolding   

Changing his voice would involves speaking softly and kindly  

When he is with them, his true intent would be seen  

He wants to be able to speak amiably with them 

Lastly he shows his Compassion …

D. By his ‘Doubt’ – v.20c

“I stand in doubt of you”

Because of their falling into error …

Paul expresses his doubt of them 

Were they really saved? 

It would crush Paul to know they were not 

But their behavior makes him question 

PAUL’S “COMPASSION” 

II. PAUL’S “COMPARISONS” – vs. 21-30

Now we come to the central thought of Paul’s argument 

Paul now begins an allegory to further his point

An Allegory is a figurative sentence or discourse, in which the principal subject is described by another subject resembling it, a comparison  

But before he begins his Comparisons, he starts with … 

A. A ‘Plea’ – v.21 

“Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law?”

This question is simply a Plea for the Galatians to truly examine the Scriptures  

Have the Galatians really listened to what the Bible says? 

Do they really know what they are getting into by adhering to the Legalistic Teachers? 

The principle in this Plea is, look before you leap 

People act like they know what the Bible says; when in reality they have no clue

II Timothy 2:15 – “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth” 

Paul now begins the allegory with …

B. ‘Persons’ – vs. 22, 23 

Here we begin to note the ingredients of the allegory  

The allegory focuses on Abraham's 2 Sons & Mothers  

1. v. 22 - “For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman” 

a. Ishmael - “The one by a bondmaid”

He was born of Hagar, Sarah's slave maid in Genesis 16

b. Isaac - “The other by a freewoman”

He was born to Sarah in Genesis 21 

God promised Abraham a son, but his wife Sarah was barren so she invented a plan whereby Abraham could father a son 

As a result, Abraham fathered a child with Sarah's handmaid, Hagar 

Hagar was the bondmaid and Sarah the freewoman

God rejected Abraham and Sarah's pitiful attempt at fulfilling His promise 

In His mercy, God miraculously gave Abraham and Sarah their son Isaac, the child of promise 

Isaac was born of the freewoman, Sarah, and represents Grace / Faith 

Ishmael was born of the bondmaid, Hagar, and represents the Law / Works 

Paul contrasts these two women and uses them as an allegory to teach a lesson on Law vs. Grace 

2.  v. 23 - “But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise”

Paul states that Hagar's son, Ishmael, was born after the flesh 

That means that he was born entirely by the will of man / Works 

Ishmael was the result of Abraham and Sarah taking the promise of God into their own hands 

Ishmael was a product of unbelief 

Isaac, however, was born by Promise 

As always, God delivered on His promise and Isaac was born in fulfillment of God’s Promise 

We can always trust the Promises of God 

We just need to understand them and how they apply 

His next Comparison is with …

C. ‘Places’ – vs.24-26 

“Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar” “For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children” “But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all”

Paul now tells us that …

These Two Women represent the Two Covenants 

One speaks of the Law which makes the blessing dependent upon man carrying out his part of the covenant – conditional / Works (From Man’s view) 

The other is a covenant of Promise in which the fulfillment rests entirely upon the Grace of God – Unconditional / Faith   

Isaac and Ishmael suggest the 2 Conditions that result from these 2 Covenants … 

-- The one is Bondage and Slavery  

-- The other is Freedom and Liberty 

Also, these 2 Covenants are Connected … 

-- With Mount Sinai  

Where the Law was given

-- With Jerusalem 

2 Jerusalem’s are listed here

One on earth – “Jerusalem which now is”  

Notice that Mount Sinai “answereth…”

One in heaven – “Jerusalem which is above”, from which Grace is received 


His third Comparison is with …

D. “Pleasure” – v.27 

“For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband”

Again, Paul draws upon the Old Testament and quotes from Isaiah 54:1  

These words were originally given to encourage the Jewish exiles who were in bondage in Babylon 

However, Paul applies it to the allegory to further illustrate the superiority of Grace 

Though Sarah's bareness seemingly hindered the fulfillment of God's promise to Abraham, 

She ultimately became the mother of more children than Hagar 

Likewise Christianity is destined for greater glory as God calls out from among the Gentiles a bride for His Name 

The next Comparison is with …

E. ‘Promise’ –v.28 

“Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise”  

Paul explains to the Galatians …

… that believers in Jesus are the “children of promise” 

Like Isaac, Christians are born into the family of God by the miraculous regenerating power of the Holy Spirit 

Once Abraham and Sarah, by Faith, Rested in the Promise of God, Isaac was born 

So, by Faith someone becomes a child of God through His Promise to save anyone who will come to Him 

The emphasis here is that, those who by Faith come to Christ are the spiritual descendants of God's Promise to Abraham 

Another Comparison is found in …

F. The ‘Persecuted’ – v.29 

“But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now” 

Paul continues with the account of Ishmael’s mocking of Isaac found in Genesis 21:8-10

This is where the Arab/Israeli conflict began and even continues to this very day 

It cannot be denied that the Arab nations, for the most part, have persecuted Israel 

Down through the ages, the Arabic peoples certainly have fought against Israel 

However, Paul's application was to the Galatians … 

… who were suffering for their Faith in Christ 

Like the Arabs had persecuted the Jews, so the Jewish Legalists were now persecuting the Church

The last Comparison is found in … 

G. A ‘Percept’ – v.30 

“Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman”  

Like Abraham rejected and cast out Hagar and Ishmael, 

It is the responsibility of New Testament believers to reject Legalism 

We must cast it out of our midst 

Legalism and Grace are direct opposites and cannot coexist together 

There will never be harmony between the two 

One contradicts the other 

PAUL’S “COMPASSION” 

PAUL’S “COMPARISON” 

III. PAUL’S “CONCLUSION” – v. 31 

“So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free”

Because we are saved by Grace, we are not descendants of Hagar bound under the Law 

We are free in Christ and destined to enjoy the Liberty that can be found only in Him 

John 8:36 – “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed”

CONCLUSION 

In terms of the Galatian error, Paul uses an allegory  

Hagar represents Law Keeping / Works, and Ishmael represents its sorry results 

The Law, as a means of salvation and sanctification, might offer the soul something, but it will be counterfeit 

Sarah represents Faith and the Promises of God in Christ as a means of salvation and sanctification 

This is the real thing 

So, then, let these Galatians, and all Legalists since, decide which it will be:

Hagar or Sarah, Sinai or Zion, the earthly Jerusalem or the heavenly Jerusalem, Law or Grace, Faith or Works, Carnality or Christ 

Let them decide! / Let us decide! 

There can be no compromise 

We must cast out the Legalists and all that they stand for 
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