THE BOOK OF JUDGES #12  
Some Little Known Judges – Judges 10:1-5
SOME LITTLE KNOWN JUDGES 

DATE: 10/27/2013 pm   

TEXT: Judges 10:1-5   

INTRODUCTION 

Thus far in our study of the Judges, 

We have considered the ministries of Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah and Gideon 

Each one, with the exception of Shamgar, led Israel to outstanding military victories 

In this list, one man stands out as being different 

I’m referring to Shamgar 

He is considered to be known as one of the Minor Judges 

There are six Judges that are classified as Minor 

They are:  

Shamgar – Judges 3:31 

Tola & Jair – our text today  

Ibzan – Judges 12:8-10  

Elon – Judges 12:11, 12  

Abdon – Judges 12:13-15 


The reason these men are called Minor Judges is because they were not great military leaders like Deborah and Gideon 

Instead they were men who helped maintain the peace in Israel 

While they might not have won military victories   

They were just has important to the nation of Israel as those that did 

Today, as we continue our study of the Judges of Israel, 

We are going to consider the lives and ministries of 2 of the Minor Judges 

Today, we will examine the lives of Tola and Jair 

While the Bible has very little to say about these 2 men, 

Their lives speak volumes  

Truths to be learned: 

-  We do not have to be well known to make a difference for the glory of God 

-  God delights in using the unknown servant to help His people, glorify His name, and build His kingdom 

- God can and will use you if you will make yourself available for Him 

Let's pray and then look at couple of … 


“Unknown Men Who Made A Difference” 

Let’s consider the principles that are revealed in the lives of these 2 basically unknown men 

~~~Prayer~~~

I. THE “MESS THEY INHERITED”  

v. 1 mentions a man by the name of Abimelech 

His story is found in Judges 9 

First let’s look at Judges 8:31 …

Abimelech was the son of Gideon by his concubine 

After the death of his father, Abimelech determines that he should be the ruler of Israel 

He convinces his mother's people, the Shechemites, to support him in his quest to become the king of Israel 

A. The ‘Review’ (of chap. 9)  

Vs. 1-3 – Abimelech goes to the men of Shechem  

They then confer among themselves and decide to help Abimelech

In v.4 they give him 70 pcs. of silver 

“And they gave him threescore and ten pieces of silver out of the house of Baalberith,” 

Using this money, Abimelech hires a group of thugs 

“Abimelech hired vain and light persons…” 

In v. 5 Abimelech takes these men to his father's house and kills 69 of his 70 half-brothers

“And he went unto his father's house at Ophrah, and slew his brethren the sons of Jerubbaal, being threescore and ten persons, upon one stone:” 

But the youngest brother, named Jotham, escapes 

“…notwithstanding yet Jotham the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left; for he hid himself” 
 
After this in v.6 we see the men of Shechem declaring Abimelech their king

“And all the men of Shechem gathered together, and all the house of Millo, and went, and made Abimelech king …” 

After his anointing, Abimelech ruled as the king for three years

v.22 – Then “… Abimelech … reigned three years over Israel” 

In the end, the men of Shechem turned on Abimelech and there was a civil war – vs. 23-49 

In the midst of an attack upon the walls of Thebez, 

Abimelech got too close and a woman threw a piece of a millstone from the wall and hit him in the head 



v.53 – “And a certain woman cast a piece of a millstone upon Abimelech's head …” 

Knowing that he was dying, Abimelech commanded one of his young men to kill him 

v.54 – “Then he called hastily unto the young man his armourbearer, and said unto him, Draw thy sword, and slay me, that men say not of me, A woman slew him. And his young man thrust him through, and he died”

B. The ‘Results’ 

1. The Problems Israel Faced 

- By the time Abimelech is dead, the nation of Israel is left in tatters from this vicious civil war 

-  Military upheaval isn't the only problem the nation faced 

The Bible tells us that as soon as Gideon died, 

The people of Israel turned their backs on God and worshiped the Canaanite fertility god, Baal  

Judges 8:33, 34  

2. The Mess Israel was in

As a result of all these problems, the nation of Israel is in a mess 

This was the nation inherited by Tola and Jair 


3. God always has a Remnant

In Israel, things were bad 

The nation is at war with itself, and the majority of the people are worshiping false gods & idols 

In the midst of all that, God still has a faithful remnant

C. The ‘Remnant’  

God had a Remnant then, and …

God still has a remnant today! 

We all see the increasing immorality and rampant wickedness, 

But God still has a faithful people who Love Him, Serve Him and Live for Him 

- There are still people who have a prayer closet 

- There are still people who believe the Bible is the Word of God 

- There are still people who love to go to church 

- There are still people who will tell a lost world about Jesus  

- There are still people who sing, shout, testify and honor God  

While this remnant might not be in the majority, 

They are still here for the Glory of God

That fact has not changed! 

When Elijah entered the valley of depression, he came to believe that he was the only person in the country that was living for God and doing right 

He soon found out that God has a remnant in Israel  

Elijah is told that there still 7,000 that had not bowed their knees to Baal

I Kings 19:18 – “Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him” 

1. Serving the Lord is not easy 

But it’s always right 

It must have been difficult for Tola and Jair  

- As they dealt with the problems left behind by Abimelech  

- As they dealt with the idolatry of the nation 

It was not an easy day to minister in  

But they ministered anyway 

We could learn a lot from their example 

- It's not always easy to walk in the old paths when everyone else is looking for something new, 

But it’s right! 

- It isn't always easy to live for the Lord when every- one else is living for the world, the flesh and the devil, 

But it’s right! 

- It isn't always easy to do the right thing when others are acting in a bad way, 

But it’s always right! 

The fact is, we can make a choice to live for God, 

Even when everyone else seems to be doing their own thing and living for themselves …  

Our duty is not to look at them, but to Him! 

Who perfectly ran His Own race and will enable us to runs ours as well 

Hebrews 12:2 – “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God” 

Phil. 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” 

John 15:4 – “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me” 


2. The World is still a Mess

No one would argue with that 

We can lay the blame for that anywhere we like 

- We can blame Washington  

- We can blame the modern, contemporary churches  

- We can blame one another 

But, at the end of the day, the blame rests right here 

The people of God are (partially) to blame for the condition of the world around us 

Many have ceased to do right, and we have stood by silently while the world has embraced evil! 

It's time for the Remnant of the Lord to stand up and fight for the things we have left, 

Romans 13:11-14 …

It's time to fight for the Family, the Home, the Church and the Community 

If we fail to stand for what is important today, 

We can’t complain when it is taken from us tomorrow! 

THE “MESS THEY INHERITED”   



II. THE “MINISTRY THEY PERFORMED” 

- These 2 men may not have led any great military campaigns 

- They might not have commanded great armies 

- They may not have left a legacy of great spiritual achievements 

But, what they did accomplish deserves consideration  

What they did, still challenges us today

What did they do? 

These men helped maintain peace for nearly 50 years in a nation split by war, rebellion, and pagan worship  

That in itself is no small feat 

When there were no attacks from the outside, 

They helped prevent the nation from being ripped apart from the inside 

Theirs was a ministry of Peace in a time of Turmoil

These men also helped to Preserve the Heritage of their nation 

They ministered to the faithful remnant in Israel in a time when that fading remnant needed consistent leadership

Tola and Jair did in their day exactly what we are supposed to be doing in our day 

They acted like salt

Jesus said in Matt. 5:13 that His people are to be “the salt of the earth”

Salt, as you know, purifies, adds flavor to bland foods, and helps preserve meat 

In Bible times, salt was more valuable than money 

The ancient Romans used to give a soldier his pay in salt rather than money 

The word “salary” comes from the Roman word “salarium”, which speaks of a soldier being paid in salt  

The phrase “not worth his salt” comes from this practice 

When Jesus called His people “the salt of the earth”, 

He uses it as a metaphor that teaches about the influence His people are to have in the world   

A. Our ‘Preserving’ Influence

Salt wards off rot and decay!

It was rubbed into meat in an effort to preserve it 

Sodom and Gomorrah in Gen. 19 

Abraham’s Prayer to God (Covenant of Salt)  

They could have been saved by the Preserving influence of just 10 righteous men 


So it is in America today! 

I am convinced that the presence, and the prayers, of “salty” Christians has done more to preserve this nation than anything else we could do 

It is the righteousness of God's children that made America great and it is what keeps this country from being judged today 

Prov. 14:34 – “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people” 

‘Preserving’ Influence

B. Our ‘Penetrating’ Influence 

Salt will Penetrate and Infiltrate whatever it touches 

It is an aggressive substance

The early church in Acts 8:1, 4  

When persecution came, they didn’t hide they went out

I believe that we have been called by the Lord to be an active force in a lost world  

The church should be a militant army charging the very gates of Hell  

Matt. 16:18 – “I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” 

Unfortunately I don’t see a whole lot of that going on around here

Our ‘Preserving’, and ‘Penetrating’ Influence 

C. Our ‘Purifying’ Influence 

Salt has remarkable cleansing ability

In II Kings 2:19-22 Elisha cleansed the waters at Jericho with salt  

In ancient times, newborn babies were washed in salt water to cleanse their bodies and to give firmness to their skin  

Ezekiel 16:4 – “And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all” 

Salt in a wound can cleanse it (and hurt it)  

Christians are to have a Purifying effect on those around them  

They ought to behave differently when the child of God walks up 

Don't be offended if they stop talking when you come around 

Just thank God that you are acting as a Purifying force in the world around you

Every meat offering was to be made with salt – 

Lev. 2:13 – “And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt; …

… neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt” 

So it is with our lives  

We are to offer our lives as an offering to the Lord, 

Romans 12:1, 2 – “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service” “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” 
 
When we do, it proves that we are worth our salt!

Our ‘Preserving’, ‘Penetrating’, ‘Purifying’ Influence 

D. Our ‘Pleasing’ Influence 

Salt blends and adds flavor to food

It brings out the best 
 
In fact, there are some foods that are better off not eaten, if there is no salt! 

So too, the Christian should flavor the world around him 

As salt, we are to live our lives in such a way that we bring out the best in those around us 

That is what Jesus did time and again,  

That’s what you and I are supposed to be doing for His glory! 

Phil. 1:27 – “Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;” 

Our ‘Preserving’, ‘Penetrating’, ‘Purifying’, ‘Pleasing’ Influence 

E. Our ‘Poisoning’ Influence 

Salt kills some things! 

Ever poured salt on a slug? 

Slugs and salt don’t mix! 

Salt poured on a lawn will kill the grass 

Too much salt is not good for your blood pressure 

In Judges 9:45, Abimelech took a city and then sowed the city with salt to prevent the ground from being used to grow crops 

He killed the fields with salt 

By the same token, when true Christianity is sowed into the lives, homes and communities of the world, some things will be put to death 

We can make an impact on our world by the very fact that Christianity is pure poison to sin 

When Jesus comes into a life … 

… Drinking, cussing, fighting, hating, killing, drugging, loose living, etcetera, 

Are all put to death as we yield to Him in sanctification 

II Cor. 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” 

Our ‘Preserving’, ‘Penetrating’, ‘Purifying’, ‘Pleasing’, ‘Poisoning’ Influence 

F. Our ‘Promoting’ Influence 

Salt creates a thirst for water in those who are exposed to it! 

As salt, the Christian has the wonderful opportunity to promote a thirst for Jesus in those who are lost  

Remember what the Lord told us? 

He said that out of our bellies would flow rivers of living water 

John 7:37, 38 … 

When we live as Christians should live 

When we take the call of Jesus seriously and …

Live right, look right, act right, talk right, worship right, dress right, etc. 


Then we have the ability to create a thirst for Jesus in the hearts of those around us 

When that happens, we can point men to Jesus and share with them The Water of Life 

Sadly, most Christians do not promote thirst, but ridicule (instead) 

Too often, we live substandard immoral lives and the world sees it and says, 

“Why should I receive Jesus? I live just as good as that crowd down at the church!” 

The sad truth is, they are often right! 

Let's live in such a way that we prove them wrong 

We must never give anyone cause to say, 

“If that is a Christian, then I never want to be one” 

Instead, our lives ought to motivate people to say, 

“That is what I want my life to be”

Our lives must be above reproach if we are to create a thirst for God in the world around us!

Our ‘Preserving’, ‘Penetrating’, ‘Purifying’, ‘Pleasing’, ‘Poisoning’, ‘Promoting’ Influence 

G. Our ‘Proven’ Influence 

Salt changes nearly everything it touches (Food, ice etc.)

We are called to be thermostats and not thermometers 

We are to be the instruments that God can use to implement change 

When genuine, NT Christianity touches this sinful, wicked world, there will be change of some variety

They will either Love us or Hate us   

We just need to be sure that we are changing the world and not the other way around! 

There is a modern mentality which says, 

“We have to be like the world to win the world” 

We'll see more people saved when we are like Jesus! 

Tola and Jair carried out a very important ministry in Israel 

God used them to touch a nation 

God used them to Maintain Peace 

God used them for His glory, and that is the mark of a successful ministry! 

By the same token, if we can simply glorify God and hand down old-fashioned worship to the next generation, 

Our lives and ministries have been successful  

Let’s pray that we will honor God throughout the days of our lives!

THE “MESS THEY INHERITED”   

THE “MINISTRY THEY PERFORMED” 

III. THE “MESSAGE THEY PREACHED” 

Tola and Jair served for a total of 45 years 

- They did not lead armies  

- They did not build cities 

- They did not write books 

What they did was far more important 

These men stood for God in an evil day 

Their lives, though little is recorded about them, still preach to us today 

Let me show you a few lessons we can learn from these unknown men

A. There is a Lesson in their Names

1. Tola

“Tola” means Crimson Worm 

This speaks of the Coccus worm found in oak trees  

These worms were used to produce the red dye that was used in the articles made for the tabernacle 



It comes from a Hebrew root which means to be clothed in scarlet 

Tola is the son of “Puah” – v. 1

Puah’s name means light 

Thus, Tola was the son of light 

In his name, Tola is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ 

Tola was a man who through humble service and self-surrender became the saviour of Israel 

He reminds us of Jesus Who is “the Light of the World”  

John 8:12 – “Then spake Jesus …, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” 

Our Saviour was literally clothed in scarlet when He gave His life for the sins of men

Isaiah 52:14 – “As many were astonished at thee; His visage was so marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men:” 

Isaiah 53:5 – “…He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed” 

Jesus even called himself a “worm” 



Psalm 22:6 – “But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people” 

Tola reminds us of the Lord Who humbled Himself so that He might save lost sinners from their sins  

Phil. 2:5-8 …
 
2. Jair 

“Jair” means the enlightener 

He reminds of our Lord Who is the 

“Sun of righteousness”  

Malachi 4:2 – “But unto you that fear My Name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in His wings;”  

We are told that Jair was a wealthy man who was able to give all 30 of his sons their own donkeys  

He was also able to give each son their own city  

In this he reminds us of the Lord Jesus Who owns everything and shares everything He owns with us, 

Romans 8:17 – “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together” 

Jair is associated with donkeys  

The donkey is an animal associated with peace  

Unlike the horse which is associated with war  

Jair was a man of peace in a world filled with turmoil  

He speaks of our Saviour, Who is “The Prince of Peace” 

Isaiah 9:6 – “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace” 
 
God raised up Jair to bring peace to a nation 

God raised up Jesus to bring peace to our souls and to reconcile us to Himself 

Jair had sons who were ambassadors of peace to the nation of Israel  

Jesus has brethren who are His ambassadors of peace and salvation to the entire world  

II Cor. 5:20 – “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God” 

The Lesson in their Names 

B. There is a Lesson in their Lives

1. You do not have to be famous to make a difference  

Tola and Jair are not well known, 


But their lives made a difference for thousands of people living in Israel in that day 

The same is true for you and I  

Some people think they can't be used of the Lord because they are not well known 

Just remember that God has placed you exactly where He wants you 

He knows where you are and when He has something else for your life, 

He will come for you and use you in ways you can never imagine  

Your duty is to grow where you are planted and to keep doing the last thing He told you to do until He tells you to do something different! 

David with his sheep; Moses with his flocks; Peter, Andrew, James and John with their nets; etc

2. You do not have to accomplish great deeds to live an extraordinary life 

Tola and Jair never did anything extraordinary, 

But their lives still testify today  

Most of us will never be famous, nor will we accomplish great things after the world's standard  

Even though you may not accomplish things this world calls great, your life can still be extraordinary  

If you live for Jesus, faithfully serve His church and His people, raise your family to honor Him and His Word and tell lost sinners about Jesus, your life is extraordinary!

3. God can help you make the best of a bad situation 

Tola and Jair inherited a country in trouble 

God gave them the ability to hold their nation together for nearly 50 years  

There will be times of crisis that will come your way as you walk with the Lord 

He has designed those times just for you 

His goal is to make you more like His Son

Romans 8:28, 29 – “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose” 
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did  predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren”

Eph. 4:13 – “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:” 

He will give you the grace to stand in the hard times 

II Cor. 12:9 – “And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: …

… for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” 

He will give you grace to thrive in the midst of hardship 

Ex. Joseph and his trials and ultimate promotion 

4. God is honored by, and He will honor, a consistent life 

Tola and Jair did not accomplish anything that stands out, 

But just a look at the length of their judgeship reveals that they were consistent 

They stood for the Lord for many years and God honored their faithfulness  

Few things honor the Lord like our being faithful to Him  

It is His desire that every one of His children live a faithful, consistent life before Him, 

I Cor. 4:2 – “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” 

Luke 18:8 – “Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?”

So, let me encourage you to keep living for the Lord regardless of what is going on around you  

- Keep living for Him even when times are lean  

- Keep living for Him even when others fall away  

- Keep living for Him even when you are persecuted  

- Keep living for Him even when it is unpopular  

- Keep living for Him even when others walk away  

At the end of a life of faithful, consistent love for the Lord you will hear these words  -  

Matt. 25:21 - “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord,” 

Those words from our blessed Savior will make every mile of the trip worthwhile!

CONCLUSION

Tola and Jair lived and died basically in obscurity  

But their lives continue to speak to us about our own walk with the Lord  

Thus, their lives were not in vain 

Neither is your life in vain  

- You matter to God  

- You matter to your family  


- You matter to this church  

- You matter to your community  

- You matter!

Stay the course as a child of God! 

There is a pay day someday  

One day, you will reach the end of your earthly journey  

- When that day comes, it will not matter whether you were famous or not  

- It will not matter what you achieved in life  

All that will matter is your relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ  

All that will matter is you love for Him, your labor for Him and a life lived for Him.

Are their needs in your life that should be addressed today? 

Are you faithful and consistent in your walk with the Lord? 

THE “MESS THEY INHERITED”   

THE “MINISTRY THEY PERFORMED” 

THE “MESSAGE THEY PREACHED” 
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