THE BOOK OF PROVERBS #13     
Guarding Ourselves – Proverbs 6:20-35    
GUARDING OURSELVES  

DATE: 7/26/2015 pm 

TEXT: Proverbs 6:20-35 

INTRODUCTION

We saw last time that Wisdom's precepts …

-- Gives us fiscal common sense 

It warns against Suretiship  

-- Guide us, showing us clearly the behavior of the wicked man 

We should guard against those kinds of behaviors … 

If for no other reason, because the Lord hates them 

And tonight we will see that Wisdom …

-- Guards us from Adversity and Adultery 

Blessed is the person who heeds these warnings

Let’s stand and read vs. 20 -35 and then pray 

Let’s think on this thought … 

“GUARDING OURSELVES”

~~~Prayer~~~   

First let’s look at Guarding ourselves against …


I. “ADVERSITY”  - vs.20-23 

Wisdom Guards us against Adversity 

Proverbs 4:7 declares – “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding”

Quote: Lockyer says that wisdom in the Biblical sense, is the “ability to judge correctly and to follow the best course of action, based on knowledge and understanding” 

Adversity – hardship and suffering

And comes in all shapes and sizes  

A.  The ‘Call’ – vs. 20, 21

When someone calls, we ought to listen 

Ought- indicates that somebody has a duty or obligation to do something or that it is morally right to do something, indicates that something is important or a good idea

The Call is to Hear and to Heed

“My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother:” “Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck” 

To Hear and Heed the “Commandment” / “Law” 

Again names describing God’s Word 

The Commandments give us Direction 

The Law shows us the Details 

The Attitude toward Instruction – 3 fold 

1. Submission 

“keep thy father's commandment”

Proverbs 1:8 – “My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:”

Proverbs 4:1 – “Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding” 

But our text now says to “keep” what we hear 

Which means … to guard, to protect, maintain, obey, preserve 

The thought is that you “Keep” what you cherish, value, and consider important   

Ephesians 6:1 – “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right”

Colossians 3:20 – “Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord”

Hebrews 13:7, 17 – “Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation” “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you” 

All God can do is warn 

James 1:22 – “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves”

Most people don’t plan on doing anything with what they are taught at home / church 

For it is in the doing / keeping of what you hear that proves what’s in the heart  

If we really want to guard ourselves than we will embrace what we are taught from the Godly influences in our lives 

2. Steadfast 

“forsake not the law of thy mother:”

We are encouraged to be faithful to the instructions given us from our parents / godly influences 

Never depart from them

II Timothy 3:15 – “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus”  

3. Sturdy  

“Bind them continually upon thine heart,”

As the physical heart is the focal point for the body 

So the spiritual heart is the focal point for our souls  

Training taken to heart will keep us / Guard us 

Proverbs 3:3 – “Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:”

“bind” – to tie something firmly to something else

II Cor. 3:2, 3 – “Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men:” 
“Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart” 

Ps. 119:11 – “Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee”

B. The ‘Consequence’ – vs. 22, 23 

The Consequence of Heeding God’s Word 

“When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee” “For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:”

Parental Instructions from godly parents gives some great benefits 

1. The Constant ‘Presence’ of Heeded Advice – v.22

“When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee”  

“It shall” repeated 3 times

“it” – is referencing God’s Word  

“Shall” – means it will happen in the future

The consequences of embracing wisdom is that it will be our …

a. Guide – v.22a 

 “When thou goest, it shall lead thee;”

Every day in every way 

b. Guard – v.22b 

“when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee;”

When is someone the most vulnerable?

That’s why we need to be careful not fall asleep spiritually  

c. Govern – v. 22c 

“and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee”  

Asleep or awake, at home or away, at all times and in all places, the person who has listened to the godly counsel of wise and loving parents is hedged about with sound advice that will keep them from adversity 
 
The Next is … 

2. The Constant ‘Protection’ of Heeded Advice – v.23

“For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:”  

a. It Imparts ‘Light’ – v. 23a

Light is always a revealer / protector 

What we see we can Guard against 

What about the Devil?   Can’t see him 

Psalm 119:105 – “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” 

No one should want to live in the dark

There has always been a division between light and dark 

Genesis 1:4 – “And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness”

John 12:35 – “Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth”

b. It Imparts ‘Life’ – v.23b

The opposite of Life is death 

No one likes the idea of dying 


Therefore the Bible says that the “reproofs of instruction are the way of life”

1. “reproofs of instruction” 

No one likes to be reproved, because it’s harsh 

It goes right against pride

Proverbs 1:21 – 32 …

2. “the way of life”

Life is so much more than just existing

The here today / gone tomorrow philosophy 

Some say there is no conscience existence after death

Luke 16:22b, 23a – “…the rich man also died, and was buried;” “And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments…”  

I guess they are Wrong! 

Proverbs 15:24 – “The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath”

Acts 2:26 -28 – “Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:” “Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption”


“Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance”

“ADVERSITY”

Next we see that Wisdom keeps us from 

II. “ADULTERY” – vs. 24-35

Wisdom Guards us against Adultery 

We looked at this topic in chapter 5 and we will return to it again in chapter 7 

Adultery maybe popular, but it’s not very smart  

This sin accounts for much of the sad condition America is in today 

And Don’t you think that Satan doesn’t knows that 

A. The ‘Protection From’  - v.24 

“To keep thee from the evil woman”

The instructions of godly parents will promote purity amongst their children / young adults (Pro. 7:7) 

Such instruction is to warn us about the “stranger” 

Stranger danger! 

Again, it is Wisdom / knowing and applying God’s Word to your life that will “keep” you “from” harm


The reason we are warned is because of … 

B. The ‘Persuasion For’ 

For some reason immorality (sin) is very attractive 

From the very beginning man has been attracted to the forbidden! 

Genesis 3:6 – “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat”

Romans 7:19 – “For the good that I would, I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do”

There are 4 things the stranger will use to Persuade someone 

1. Conversation – v.24b 

“…the flattery of the tongue…”

Remember Paul, in dealing with the Galatians asked 

“who hath bewitched you,”

The word “bewitched” means to charm or fascinate by false representation, flattery  

Proverbs 29:5 – “A man that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth a net for his feet”



Webster defines Flattery as False praise; a commendation bestowed for the purpose of gaining favor and influence...  

II Cor. 11:3 - “(But I fear,) lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ” 

Most encounters start with innocent conversation

2. Countenance – v.25b 

  “her beauty” 

The exhortation here is that beauty is used to make immorality attractive 

Don’t think for one minute that women don’t know what makes them attractive 

And she knows how to use it 

v.26b – “the adulteress will hunt for the precious life”

3. Cosmetics – v.25b 

“neither let her take thee with her eyelids”

Make-up / I’m not against it … but it needs to be used sparingly

I Peter 3:3-5 – “Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;” 

“But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price” 

Anything  other than that, will come to trouble  

The first 3 Persuasions produce this last 

4. Craving 

“lust not”

This word speaks of desire / All desire is not bad  

What is bad is when the desire is focused on the wrong thing 

The desire (cravings) of our old nature is very strong and that makes the temptation to immorality very persuasive 

A woman on the prowl can make herself very seductive in her appearance 

Through provocative clothing or the lack thereof coupled with body language and makeup … 

A woman intent on being tempting can easily provoke lust in a young man (or any man) 

The wise counsel of God’s Word is to resist such lust  

The advice of Jesus is to not even look at such a woman 


Matthew 5:28 – “But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart” 

If someone doesn’t look, lust is not as easily ignited 

C. The ‘Poverty Incurred’  - v.26a 

“For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread”

Immorality will put someone in the soup line 

It breeds poverty 

Much of the welfare poverty of our land is a result of immorality 

“Single-parent” is almost a status symbol today  

Yet most single parents have been and are still immoral 

We live in a generation in which living together, one night stands, promiscuity, not to mention the industry of strip clubs and pornography are virtually the norm  

Yet involvement in fornication has a tendency to impoverish those foolish enough to engage in it 

Whether it be paternity suites, child support of
an illegitimate child, medical attention for STD’s, the high costs of divorce, or pouring money into pornography and the like; illicit behavior is costly

D. The ‘Persistency Of’ – v.26b

“the adulteress will hunt for the precious life” 

Immorality is often aggressive / Sin is aggressive 

There are more people advocating immorality today than are opposing it 

The same is true of abortion and homosexuality and gambling 

Satan has many of his evangelists preaching his gospel

C. The ‘Prediction About’ – vs.27, 28 

Solomon then asks several leading, rhetorical questions 

“Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?” “Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?”

One who plays with fire will eventually get burned 

He who plays around with his neighbor’s wife will eventually get burned as well 

There is no innocence in adultery 

Immorality is one thing / Adultery is another 

The latter is not only fornication, but it is a violation of
a sacred trust 

It is a violation of a binding contract 

It will bring terrible repercussions for all involved 


To commit adultery with a married woman (regardless of how willing she is) is to literally place lives in danger 

F. The ‘Pronouncement Against’ –v.29 

“So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; whosoever toucheth her shall not be innocent”

Sin has a powerful pull and the natural tendency is to give in to it  

However, sin is not irresistible / It can be denied  

“Going in” is the result of Giving in 

It is Permission given to the Pull 

It is Agreement that is Allowed

G. The ‘Price Paid’ – vs.30, 31 

“Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry;” “But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house”

A starving thief pilfering food is understandable 

If caught, he only will be forced to repay what he stole and then some 

H. The ‘Pain Gained’ – v.32, 33a  

“But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul” “A wound and dishonour shall he get;” 

The word “understanding” literally means heart 

Here the idea likely is speaking of wisdom 

The greater thought again is that an adulterer is stupid  

The word “soul” though more often rendered as “soul” can also refer to life 

The thought is that adultery destroys someone’s life 

Moreover, it is a spiritual cancer which eats at the very soul of a man 

Hosea 4:11 again says –“Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the heart”  

Adultery often prompts divorce 

And, divorce in those circumstances can mean financial ruin 

And, as will be described below, adultery brings other bitter results 

I. The ‘Prestige Lost’ – v.33b 

“and his reproach shall not be wiped away”

The immoral person gets some unwanted prestige in the process 

Shame and reproach is the lot of the immoral 

The prestige of shame will always cling to the immoral 


Though the world jokes and snickers at adultery; 

When adulterers are exposed, even the world considers their reputations tainted 

Moreover, an adulterer at the least may get punched in the nose by an angry and jealous spouse  

But the tarnished reputation of an adulterer lasts a long, long time, even out in the world 

People never forget what you did 

J. The ‘Provocation Produced’ –vs. 34, 35 

“For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance” “He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou givest many gifts”

A husband discovering another man with his wife, in rage, may become violent and even murder 

Many a murder has been motivated by the enraged spouse of an adulterer 

Men will commit acts of vengeance when motivated by a jealousy generated by adultery that has no equal  

Adulterers beware!

No amount of apologies or monetary reparation may remedy such jealousy 

Even as lust can start a fire hard to put out … 


… so the fires of jealousy and vengeance ignited by adultery can smolder for years 

Adultery is sure fire way to Self-destruction 

Immorality and especially adultery is not only morally wrong, it STUPID

CONCLUSION 

Adultery is Destructive 

Adultery has Physical Consequences 

Adultery has Psychological Consequences 

Adultery also has a Spiritual Consequence

Adultery is Dishonorable 

Adultery is Distressing 

Adversity and Adultery 

God tells us how to Avoid Adversity and Adultery 
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