THE BOOK OF GALATIANS #14           
Stay in the Race – Galatians 5:7-15 
STAY IN THE RACE   

DATE: 11/11/2015 Wed. 1/8/2017 am  

TEXT: Galatians 5:7-15 

INTRODUCTION

Paul was fond of athletic illustrations and used them often in his letters 

His readers were familiar with the Olympic Games as well as the other athletic contests that always included foot races 

A contestant in the Greek games had to be a citizen before he could compete 

It is important to note that Paul never uses the image of the race to tell people how to be saved

Whenever Paul uses this type of Illustration it’s always talking to those who he believed were saved  

We become citizens of heaven through faith in Christ; 

Then the Lord puts us on our course and we run to win the prize 

Philippines 3:14 – “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

We don’t run to be saved; we run because we are already saved and want to fulfill God's will in our lives 

Acts 20:24 – “But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, … 

… so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God”

Humor: Olympic runner Bernard Lagat from Kenya was being interviewed and asked why so many from his countrymen were world class runners. He paused briefly and then suggested it may be the road signs in Africa – “Beware of Lions” 

Let’s stand to read God’s Word and then pray 

And think on this Thought … 

“Stay in the Race” 

vs.7-15 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. THE “FALSE PERSUASION” – v.7, 8 

“Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?” “This persuasion cometh not of Him that calleth you”

What was hindering the Galatians’ spiritual progress? 

The Problem was 2 – fold …

But before we look at the Problem, first let’s look at …

A. Their ‘Purpose’ – v.7a  

“Ye did run well”  

The Christian’s Purpose (after Salvation) 


I Corinthians 9:24-27 …

The Word “run” is speaking about those who run a race  

By using this metaphor it is referencing how someone must strive hard, exert themselves to run

Before the False Teachers came to Galatia, they were doing great 

Running hard, serving the Lord 

Their Christian Race was going well 

Now let’s look at the Problem …

B.  The ‘People’ – v.7b 

Paul asks a simple, but convicting question

“Who did hinder you” 

The word “hinder” means the cause of someone stumbling or falling 

Quite often in races, a runner will suddenly dart in front of another, causing the second athlete to break stride, to stumble, or to be pushed off the track  

Spiritually, this happened to the Galatians 

The question “who did hinder you” shows that someone had cut in front of them causing them to fall or to stumble 

Although many false teachers troubled the churches 

1:7 – “… but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ”  

The emphasis here is on the specific person(s), peddling their perversion

C. The ‘Persuasion’ – v. 8

“This persuasion cometh not of Him that calleth you”

In v.8 Paul uses the word “persuasion” which is talking about something treacherous or deceptive 

Paul is warning these young believers that what they were being persuaded with, was not right or good! 

And it definitely was not of God! 

“this… cometh not of Him that calleth you”

Proverbs 1:10 – “My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not” 

The result of the interference was disobedience to the truth 

“that ye should not obey the truth” 

If you won’t believe the truth, you will always fall into error 

They were now, trying to finish the race they started by 

-- Faith and in the power of the Holy Spirit 

-- By works and self-effort 

THE "FALSE PERSUASION” – The Who, False Teachers 

II. THE “PERILOUS LEAVEN” – v. 9 

 “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump”

Leaven is often used in the Word of God to illustrate corruption and impurity 

When put in dough, leaven (yeast) ) has a permeating affect, 

Working from within, it spreads throughout the whole 

Cancer in the human body acts the same way

So can … False Doctrine within a church  

Matthew 13:33 – “Another parable spake He unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened”

Matthew 16:6, 12 - “Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees... Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees”

I Corinthians 5:7 – “Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:”

Paul used leaven as an illustration of the corrupting influence that the False Teachers had on the Churches in Galatia 

No amount of heresy should ever be permitted to exist within a local church 

It only takes a little sin or a little false doctrine to begin the leavening process that will soon permeate the whole 

THE "FALSE PERSUASION” – The Who, False Teachers 

THE “PERILOUS LEAVEN” – The What, False Doctrine 

III. A “FIRM CONVICTION” – vs. 10 – 12  

Although the Galatians had been hindered in their spiritual progress, 

Paul had confidence that they would receive his warning and return to a Life of Grace 

A. The Choice of the Galatians – v. 10  

“I have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded: but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be” 

The word “confidence” means the feeling or belief that one can rely on someone or something; firm trust; the state of feeling certain about the truth of something

Paul was Confidence, or was Convinced, that the Galatians would not be further persuaded 
 
This was “through (from) the Lord”

This is what Paul wrote to the church at Thessalonica 

II Thessalonians 3:4 – “And we have confidence …

… in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you”

Ultimately everyone’s choice is up to them

So let me remind you, be careful what choices you make 

You future is dependent on what you choose today  

B. The Offense of the Cross – v.11, 12  

Paul gives 2 examples to point to the supremacy and sufficiency of the Cross of Christ 

1. He points out that if he were still preaching circumcision (As he did before he was saved) … 

A rhetorical question 

“And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision,” 

… Then why was he being persecuted for his message and life? 

“why do I yet suffer persecution?”

Jesus said in Luke 21:17 – “And ye shall be hated of all men for My name's sake”

Paul asked the question in I Corinthians 15:30 – 

“…why stand we in jeopardy every hour?” 

The obvious answer to that is that he is not preaching circumcision

Paul was persecuted, as the Galatian churches would have know 

He had been stoned on his first missionary journey during the time he was establishing the Galatian churches 

In fact, he had been persecuted by the very ones who were now troubling the Galatians 

2. Paul states that if the Cross was no longer offensive, then it wouldn’t be under attack 

“then is the offence of the cross ceased” 

But the Cross was / is offensive and therefore attacked 

It is attacked because it speaks of Grace and not of Works 

Of done not do 

Lost men are bent on earning their own merit 

He closes this section with strong statement …

“I would they were even cut off which trouble you” 

THE "FALSE PERSUASION” – The Who, False Teachers

THE “PERILOUS LEAVEN” – The What, False Doctrine

A “FIRM CONVICTION” – Our Hope, The Cross 



IV. OUR “FAITHFUL MISSION” – vs. 13 – 15 

Like Christ, Paul always had the believer’s best in mind 

There was a distinct reason Paul wanted the Galatians to Stay in the Race

And that was to fulfill their God-Given mission to live and serve in the Liberty of Grace  

A. Our ‘Calling’ – v.13a

“For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh” 

Through salvation, we are called to a life of Liberty 

This Liberty, of course, is not to be used “for an occasion to the flesh” 

“Occasion” – a chance or opportunity 

To live fleshly, carnal, to fulfill natural desires  

Some think, just because they are saved they can do whatever they want 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Peter (Paul as well) knew the tendencies of the natural man, therefore the warning 

I Peter 2:16 – 19 – “As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God” “Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king” “Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the forward” …

“For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully”   

Our ‘Calling’ 

B. Our ‘Purpose’ – vs. 13b -15 

Through salvation, we are given a Holy Purpose 

And that is to Serve, Love, and Help one another 

1. To Serve – v.13b 

“…but by love serve one another”

6:2 – “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ”

The Law of Christ is to Love one another has He loved us 

John 15:12 – “This is My commandment (Law), That ye love one another, as I have loved you”

Liberty gives us the ability to have the mind of Christ and so fulfill this commandment 

To stop living subjectively and to start living objectively 

2. To Love – v.14 

“For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself”



I John 3:16 – 18 – “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren” 
“But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?” “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth”

Quote: Amy Carmichael (Well-known missionary to India for 55 yrs.) said – “You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving” 

3. To Help – v.15 

“But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another”

The legalism and the misuse of liberty combined to produce an atmosphere of destructive criticism

Everyone was being critical because they were not living up to one another’s expectations   

Instead of serving each other, Christians were being served as food for gossip 

They became Christian cannibals!

Acts 20:29 – “For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock”

Paul explains in this verse that God’s people are not to devour one another 



I Corinthians 3:3 – “For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?”

Instead, we are to help each other survive the Race

Instead of allowing personality divisions, we are to Love and serve one another  

CONCLUSION

Without a doubt, the Christian Race, is at Best, a Difficult one 

Why make it harder than it already is? 

If we keep our eyes focused on the Finish line, we will finish our course where Christ waits to hand us a crown and say – 

“Well done, my good and faithful servant” 



THE "FALSE PERSUASION” – The Who, False Teachers

THE “PERILOUS LEAVEN” – The What, False Doctrine

A “FIRM CONVICTION” – Our Hope, The Cross 

OUR “FAITHFUL MISSION” - The Way, Staying on Task 
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