THE BOOK OF JUDGES #15 
A Judge is Born - Judges 13:1-25 
A JUDGE IS BORN
SAMSON 

DATE: 12/8/2013 pm  

TEXT:  Judges 13:1-25 

INTRODUCTION 

Today we begin our study of the last major judge mentioned in the book of Judges 

His name is Samson  

He is another Walking Contradiction

Let me explain 

Samson was a man destined for greatness 

Before he was born, Samson was chosen for a great mission by God 

His life is marked by great victories, but by even greater failures 

He was a man used by the Holy Spirit, but utterly ruled by the flesh 

Samson was the strongest man who ever lived, yet he was also the weakest 

Samson was dedicated to God before his birth, 

But dedicated to himself until the day of his death 

In the end, his weaknesses overcame his strengths 

He’s the sad consequence of demanding one’s own way 

Samson had a weakness for ungodly women 

He pursued this weakness with reckless abandon, 

Until God abandoned him to the way he chose to live his life 

Though the Lord worked in his life, 

Samson was determined to pursue his sin 

And he reaped the consequences of the decisions he made 

We can learn a lot from this puzzling man’s life 

In Hebrews 11:32 Samson is mentioned as a man of faith  

Yet his life displays Unfaithfulness 

Samson was undisciplined, undependable, and unpredictable 

He is a good illustration of the man in James 1:8 – 

“A double minded man is unstable in all his ways” 

Samson is a good example of what a believer should not be 

Yet, I fear, that he represents what many Christian’s are 

As we follow the life of Samson 

Let the Lord speak to your heart 

It might just be, that we will see some of him in ourselves

(Whether we want to admit it or not)   

Let's begin by looking at the details surrounding the birth of Samson 

Let’s Pray and then I want to preach on the thought - 

“A Judge Is Born”

~~~Prayer~~~

I. THE “ANNOUNCEMENT” OF SAMSON’S BIRTH – vs. 1-5

Let’s take a quick look at Chp. 12 before we do   

v.1 - As in the matter of Gideon and his victory over the
Midianites more than 100 years earlier, 

The Ephraimites once again are jealous of a neighboring tribe 

Their petty jealousy is amazing in that they were willing to go to war over not being invited to participate in the war 

They therefore threatened to burn down Jephthah’s
House, with him in it 

It can be surmised that Ephraim came with at least 50,000 men because when the battle was over, 42,000 of them were dead 

vs. 2, 3 - Jephthah reminded them how that he had his hands full with the impending battle against Ammon  


Moreover, he says that he did request help from them 

Though there is no other record of this, there was no denial of the same by Ephraim 

In any event, Jephthah notified them how he took his life in his own hands and God gave him the victory 

He therefore asked why they were upset 

v.4 - Ephraimites then insult Jephthah’s Tribe and Jephthah decides to respond with force 

vs. 5, 6 – After the majority of the Ephraimites’ invading force is killed, the remnant tries to cross the Jordan River
and are killed

The Ephraimites thus paid dearly for their pride, jealousy,
and insolence 

v.7 - Evidently after the civil war with the Ephraimites, the
rest of Israel recognized Jephthah as judge over the entire nation

His rule lasted for six years at which time he died 

vs. 8-14 – In these verses the sacred writer recognizes the Judges that ruled between the time of Jephthah and Samson   

Let’s now begin looking at our text 

In 13:1 we find Israel falling away from the Lord; again 

We see here, the beginning of another cycle of sin 


The cycle of sin is defined – Judges 2:18, 19  

The stages of this cycle - sin, oppression, repentance, deliverance 

To Deliver Israel and bring them to Repentance 

God intends to rise up another Deliver / Judge 

In v.2 we find the Announcement of Samson’s birth 

A. It Was ‘Heavenly’ – v.2, 3 … 

A man by the name of Manoah had a wife that was barren (unable to have children) 

She was visited by “the Angel of the LORD” 

The Angel tells her that she would give birth to a son  

This promise is later confirmed to her husband in vs. 8-14 

In v.5 Samson's mother is told that he will be used of the LORD to deliver Israel from their enemies 

Who is this “Angel of the LORD”? 

We have every reason to believe that this is a Pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ 

In v.18 Manoah asks the Angel about His name 

The Angel replies that His name is “secret” 



This is the same word that is translated “wonderful” in Isaiah 9:6! 

So, this is, what is known as a Christophany  

Jesus Christ, stepping out of eternity and into time  

(Why? To bring good news to a hopeless couple) 

This is not the only time Jesus showed up in the OT

- He appeared to Hagar in Gen. 16 & 21

- He appeared to Abraham in Gen. 18 & 22 

- He appeared to Jacob in Gen. 28 & 32

- He appeared to Moses in Ex. 3; 23 & 33 

- He appeared to Joshua in Josh. 5 

- He appeared to Gideon in Judges 6 

- He appeared to Isaiah in Isa. 6 

- He appeared to the 3 Hebrews Boys in Dan. 3 

- He appeared to Daniel in Dan. 6, 7 & 10 

- He appeared to Zechariah in Zech. 1, 2, 3 & 6 

Samson's birth announcement was not the only one to come directly from Heaven 

- Abraham learned about Isaac through such an announcement in Gen. 17:19 

- Zacharias, a angel came and told him about the impending birth of John the Baptist in Lk. 1:13  

-  Mary and Joseph learned that Jesus Christ was coming through a similar method in Lk. 1:3; Matt. 1:20, 21 

Quote: The commentator Warren Weirsbe said, “When God wants to do something really great in His world, He doesn't send an army but an angel” 

I don't know about you, but I’m thankful that our God knows exactly What we need and When we need it  

Another reason we know this angel was the Lord is because He received the worship of Manoah and his wife 

vs. 19-21 - He accepted the sacrifice they offered  

v. 22 - Manoah's declaration is also revealing 

“And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God” 

By the way, I love the reaction of Manoah and his wife  

vs. 6, 7 - When she hears what the angel tells her, 

She immediately goes and tells her husband 

When he hears her story, he doesn’t say – 

“Woman, you've lost your mind!” 

But rather …

v. 8 - The first thing he does is pray to the Lord and he asks the Lord to send the angel again

This tells me 2 things about Manoah and his wife 

- One is that they had a relationship with the Lord

- Second, is that they had a good, strong marriage 

It is sad when couples allow heartache and bitterness to steal their love for God, and for one another 

Your best friend in the world, outside of Jesus, should be your spouse! 

The Announcement of Samson’s Birth …

Was ‘Heavenly’

B. Was ‘Hopeful’

According to v.1 Israel had once again turned their backs on the Lord 

Because of their sins, God allowed them to be oppressed by their enemies 

This sad situation has been going on for 40 years 

The announcement of the birth of a deliverer in v.5 would be welcomed by the nation of Israel 

-  They would be reminded that God had not forgotten them 



-  They would be reminded that God had a plan to revive them and to restore them to His favor 

By the way, God always has a plan! 

It may look like the world is spinning out of control  

But, that is just how things look 

God has a plan, and He is always busy at it  

You can trust Him to do what's right and to do what's best

Romans 8:28 – “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose”

THE “ANNOUNCEMENT” OF SAMSON’S BIRTH

II. THE “ARRANGEMENT” OF SAMSON’S BIRTH 

A. The ‘Miracle’ – v.3

“And the angel of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son” 

God came to an unnamed woman and promised to open her womb 

In that society barrenness was considered a curse  

Barren women carried a shame and a stigma that we cannot begin to imagine 

Barrenness was often seen as the judgment of God against a home

In that culture, every young woman wanted the same thing …

- They all wanted to be a mother who would bear many sons for their husbands 

- They also wanted to be the woman through whom God would send the Messiah 

To be barren crushed both these dreams

To be barren in that culture also 

-  Meant that a woman was always exposed to the danger of being divorced by a husband who wanted sons 

-  It meant that when her husband died, she would be alone and destined to a life of poverty 

-  No man would willingly marry a woman who was known to be barren 

It was a hard, harsh life

We see here the Grace & Mercy of God

God came to Manoah’s wife and … 

- Promised her that she would have a baby 

- Promised her that she would have a son 


- Promised her that her son would Judge Israel 

She received a Tremendous Promise!

To her, it was nothing short of a Miracle! 

1. Interesting Thought -  

Why is it that God chooses to emphasize the complete life of some people in the Bible? 

That is, we see them from Birth to Death

Why the great emphasis on the birth?   

- Babies are weak 

- Babies are helpless 

- Babies are absolutely dependent upon adults for all their needs 

Yet, when God has a great work to do, 

He has often sent a baby into the world through which He will accomplish His work

That, I guess, is just God’s way 

I Cor. 1:26-28 …

Think about it …

- When God chose to commence His wonderful plan of the Nation of Israel, he sent Isaac to Abraham and Sarah in Gen. 21:3  

- When He would deliver Israel from Egypt, He sent Moses to Amram and Jochebed in Exodus 6:20

- When God would revive a spiritually dead Israel, He sent Samuel to Hannah and Elkanah in I Sam. 1

- When the time came to save the world from sin, God sent Jesus to Mary and Joseph in Lk. 2:7

2. Another Interesting Thought – 

This passage also reminds us that God cares about people who others see as insignificant  

Manoah and his wife were just two unknown people living out their lives in Israel 

God knew who they were and He knew what they needed and what they wanted

3. The Great Truth – 

He knows about us too! 

You may think no one cares about you and about what you face in life 

That may be true from a human perspective, 

But there is a God in Heaven Who has His eye on your life 

He is intimately aware of your circumstances and He cares about you 

In His time, He will reveal His plans for you / your life

Matthew 6:26 – 

“Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?” 

B. The ‘Mandate’ – vs. 4, 5a … (v.14) 

Samson’s Mother is commanded to abstain from wine, strong drink and from anything unclean 

She is then told that her son is to - 

“be a Nazarite unto God from the womb” 

This command is repeated to Manoah, Samson’s Father in v.14 

1. The Nazarite Vow

The Nazarite vow can be found in Numbers 6:1-8 …

This vow was in most cases a voluntary vow that could be made by a man or a woman 

While this vow was in effect, they were wholly dedicated to the Lord 

This vow was usually taken for a short period of time, typically 30 days, while they performed some sort of special service for the Lord 

The Apostle Paul took part in the Nazarite vow on at least two occasions


Acts 18:18 – “And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow” 

Acts 21:23, 24 

While this vow was generally voluntary 

Some were bound by the vow for their whole lives 

Among those were 

- Samuel - I Samuel 1:11 

- John the Baptist – Luke 1:13-15

- Samson - Judge 13:5b

Samson was to be a Nazarite from his mother's womb  

That is, his entire life was to be consecrated to the Lord 

He was never to eat the fruit of the vine, drink wine or strong drink 

He was never to touch a dead body 

He was never to cut his hair or shave his beard 

As we will see, Samson violated nearly every part of his oath! 


Samson knew the code, but he never got the concept  

Samson never got the idea that the Nazarite vow was not merely some do’s & don’t, 

But it was “unto” the Lord 

He was to separate himself from those forbidden things and “unto God” alone 

2. Truth to Consider – 

-  Let's not be too hard on Samson 

A lot of believers never get it either 

They know the Code, but we fail to grasp the Concept

- When the Lord saved us, He purchased us unto Himself 

I Cor. 6:19, 20 – “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's” 
 
But, how many actually live that out in their lives? 

- Like Samson, we have trouble living that kind of life 

- Like Samson, we continually defile ourselves with the forbidden things of the world 

- (And) Like Samson, there will be a price to pay 

C. The ‘Ministry’ – v.5b

“and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines”

The baby that was coming into the family of Manoah and his wife would be the next Judge of Israel 

Most would never think about developing a child into such a responsibility 

Too much time

We would have selected a full grown man, a military man, trained to fight and hardened by battle 

That's not what God did 

He choose this child from birth to be Israel’s next Judge 

Here’s the Truth

As parents, we have the responsibility of raising our children for the Lord  

You never know who God as sent you! 

Give those children every spiritual advantage so they become the men and women God sent them here to be 

Raise them for the glory of God! 


It's the least you can do for them 

It's the least you can do for the Lord!

THE “ANNOUNCEMENT” OF SAMSON’S BIRTH

THE “ARRANGEMENT” OF SAMSON’S BIRTH 

III. THE “ACCOMPLISHMENT” OF SAMSON’S BIRTH

A. The ‘Realization’ of His Birth – v.24a

“And the woman bare a son,” 

God kept His promise and the baby was born just like He said he would be 

Just to remind you, God always keeps His promises! 

He cannot lie 

Heb. 6:18 – “it (is) impossible for God to lie” 

Numbers 23:19 – “God is not a man, that He should lie; neither the son of man, that He should repent: hath He said, and shall He not do it? or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good?” 

Titus 1:2 – “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;” 
 
He will stand by every promise He has ever made

Romans 4:21 – “And being fully persuaded that, what He had promised, He was able also to perform” 


II Cor. 1:20 – “For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us” 

1. His Name

“and called his name Samson”

This happy mother named her new baby “Samson” 

The name literally means like the sun 

His name means sunny

Those early days of Samson's life must have seemed like a ray of heavenly sunshine  

They had waited so long for a child

Little did Manoah and his wife know that one day their little “Sunny Boy” would turn from the light he was dedicated to and walk most of his days in darkness

2. Our Responsibility

We do not know the future, but we must do our best with them while they are small - 

To “bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” 

This is also a reminder that we can do our best and our children may still not turn out right

Unfortunately Samson’s parent’s doted on him 


They gave him everything he wanted and it backed fired on them 

They may have followed the letter of the Law in keeping him away from the things God said were off limits, but …

- They failed to instill the Law of God within his heart 

- They failed to cultivate within Samson a love for God and for righteousness 

Those two things would have changed the way Samson's life played out 

We do our children no favors when you bow to their every whim 

- They need to know that there are boundaries  

- They need to know that there are limits 

- They need to hear the word “no” every now & then 

It won't kill them; it might just salvage their lives! 

Proverbs 19:18 – “Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying”

Proverbs 23:14 – “Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell”

B. The ‘Relationship’ of His Birth – v. 24b 

“and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him”

We are told that Samson grew and that “the Lord blessed him” 

1. Samson’s Relationship with God 

We are told that the other Judges were used by the Lord 

We are told that they had the Spirit of God come upon them for special times of service  

But nowhere do we find this statement made about any of the other Judges of Israel 

It indicates that God's hand was on this young man in a special way

How sad it is to see Samson's failure to live up to his fullest potential in the Lord

2. Our Relationships with God 

How sad it is when we fail to do the same 

Through the Holy Spirit we all have a special relationship with God 

He has a special plan for each one of His children 

Our duty is to be where He wants us, doing what He wants us to do  

When we are … 

We will see Him accomplish through us those things for which He saved us 

There is no higher glory in life than to be the person God saved you to be  

And to be doing the things God saved you to do

C. The ‘Reward’ of His Birth – v.25 

“And the Spirit of the LORD began to move him at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol”

1. Samson’s Availability 

We are told that God began to “move him” 

That phrase means to thrust, to impel, to push 

It conveys the idea that God, through the Holy Spirit, began to impress Samson to fulfill his destiny 

He used him in those early days in a localized ministry within the borders of the inheritance of the tribe of Dan, of which Samson was a member 

The point is, Samson was available to the Lord in those early days and God used him! 

He got off to a good start! (reminds me of King Saul)

2. Our Availability

It has been said that “the greatest ability is availability” 

If we are saved, living for Him, and we make ourselves available to the Lord … 

… He can use us for His glory, where we are 

I think it would be a good thing if we borrowed a page from Isaiah's life where he said in Isaiah 6:8 – 

“Here am I; send me,”

God is still looking for some people He can “move”  

He is still looking for some servants who are willing and available vessels

II Timothy 2:21 – “If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work”

CONCLUSION

We’ve looked at a lot of different thoughts in this message

What are to do with all this information? 

Let me offer a couple of suggestions 

1. Look at your relationship with the Lord 

Is it all it should be? 

Are you completely sold out to Him? 

Are you as available to Him as you should be? 

Are you even saved?

2. Look at your relationship with the Holy Spirit  

When He moves you, do you respond in humble, swift obedience?

3. Look at your relationship with your children  

Are you raising them for God? 

Are you giving them every spiritual advantage possible?

Or are we limiting their exposure to the Word of God 

4. Look at your relationship with your spouse  

Is your spouse your best friend?

INVITATION

If the Lord has spoken to you on any level, the place to deal with Him is at this altar  

If He is calling, you need to come, right now 

I would remind you that obedience honors the Lord!
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