THE BOOK OF HEBREWS #15  
The Word of God – Hebrews 4:12, 13 
THE WORD OF GOD

DATE: 11/6/2013 Wed.   

TEXT: Hebrews 4:12, 13  

INTRODUCTION

The opening word “For” shows that these 2 verses (vs. 12, 13) 

… Are connected with the thought that precedes them 

Immediately after teaching about the sin of unbelief, 

He warns us that unbelief never goes undetected  

The word “Word” here is speaking of the Written Word  

That’s interesting, because that same word is used in John chapter 1 to identify Jesus Christ 

Vs. 1 – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” 
 
The writer points to -  

- The ‘Power’ of the Written Word  

- Our ‘Perception’ of the Living Word 

We find, in Scripture, an amazing correlation between the two

Let’s pray and look at these 2 thoughts found in this passage 


~~~Prayer~~~

I. THE “WORD DEFINED” – v.12 

The Power of the Written Word  

“For the Word of God is quick, and powerful...”

The Bible is the Inspired, Inerrant, (contains no mistakes) Infallible, (does not teach error) and Preserved Word of the Living God 

It is our Final Authority in all Matters of Faith and Practice  

The Bible reveals -  

- The Mind of God  

- The Condition of Man

- The Plan of Salvation 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the wonderful and glorious theme of the entire Bible 

All who Reject the Bible Message will be Judged by its Words  

There will be no escape! 

Those who Reject the Word of God will someday stand before the Author … 

Who will Judge them by its very Laws and Words 

Jesus said in John 12:48 – 

“He that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My Words, hath one that judgeth him: the Word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day”

The Word of God will be the Judge at the Judgment 

The Word of God is -  

A. ‘Powerful’ 

In all the records of history there has never been a book as Powerful as the Word of God 

-  It has been used of God to Reveal to millions the way of Salvation

-  It has been the Source of the Old-Time Revivals 

-  It’s the blessed Book that has Comforted many a hurting heart 

-  It is the Lamp that lets us See to walk in a dark and sinful world 

When the Writer of Hebrews describes the Word of God as “quick, and powerful”

He is saying that …

1.  The Word of God is Alive 

The Holy Spirit uses the word “quick” 

According to Webster’s 1828 the primary meaning of the word “quick” is alive or living  


This verse tells us that the Word of God is unique and a one of a kind Book 

Books aren’t alive; they are just leather, cardboard, paper & ink

- There is no other book like the Bible 

- There is no other book that can claim to be Alive and Living 

Moreover, the Bible repeatedly claims to be Alive 

John 6:63 – “It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the Words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are Life” 
 
I Peter 1:23 – “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever” 

Paul said in II Tim. 3:16 – “All scripture is given by inspiration of God...” 

The word “Inspiration” literally means God breathed or breathed out by God 

There seems to be a big issue today as to whether or not our Bible is a Living Book 

The argument is that Inspiration does not extend beyond the original manuscripts 

The problem with that idea is that no one has the originals 


However, we do not need the originals, 

Because God has Preserved His Word as He Promised He would  

Ps. 12:6, 7 – “The Words of the LORD are pure Words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times” “Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever”

God has Superintended His Word so that we have the very Words of God today

Of course we do not believe Bible translators to be inspired  

But we must realize that it was not paper and ink that was inspired either

Jeremiah 1:9 –“Then the LORD put forth His hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put My Words in thy mouth”

God has Inspired and Preserved His Words 

Don't fall for the idea that the Bible is only preserved 

So is a mummy, but its dead 

It was the Words that God Inspired and we have His Words 

If Inspiration does not extend beyond the originals then we have a Dead book 

The word “quick” is a present participle meaning … 

That the Bible is not only Alive, 

But that it is Continuously Alive 

It’s as Alive today as it was when God first breathed it out 

Not only is the Word of God Alive, but …

2. The Word of God is also Active

God's Word is further described as “powerful” 

The word “powerful” comes from the word from which our English word energize comes  

It carries the idea of being active and working 

“Effectual” - successfully producing the desired or intended result or having adequate power or force to produce the effect

I Thess. 2:13 - “For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the Word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the Word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe”

Because the Word of God is Alive, it is Powerful and Active 

Isaiah 55:10, 11 – “For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not 

…thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:” “So shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it”

Even as the showers from heaven give life to the earth below, 

So God’s Word will accomplish the same in the hearts of men 

Even as the showers soften the earth and provide life-giving moisture, 

So God has sent His Word to bring spiritual life in men 

It is part of His great mercy 

It is the water of life offered freely 

And just as the rains bring life to a parched soil, 

So the Word of God brings spiritual life to a thirsty heart 

It accomplishes that which God has intended, and it prospers that to which He has sent it 

God’s waters (i.e., His Word) are free and life giving  

They accomplish His will on the earth 


The word of God is Active, Working and Accomplishing His Purpose 

Because it is Active and Energizing, it brings life where there is death

Ps. 19:7-11 …

In Matt. 13 and the parables, the Bible is likened to seed which contains life that is able to germinate and produce fruit  

There is a powerful verse in Acts 19:20 that says – 

“So mightily grew the Word of God and prevailed” 

There is no force in earth or in Hell that can extinguish the Word of God 

-  Hell has tried and failed 

-  Liberal scholarship has tried, but without success 

- The Modern intellectual has launched many an attack, 

But the Old Book fires back … 

Luke 24:25 – “...O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken” 

Romans 1:22 – “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools”

Our Bible is Alive and Active, 


It is indeed a Powerful Book

‘Powerful’ …

B. ‘Penetrating’ 

“...sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow” 

The word of God is likened to a sword 

Paul spoke of “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:” in Eph. 6:17

Notice in our text that the emphasis is on the Word of God being sharper than any man's sword

“…sharper than any two-edged sword”

The sword of man can only destroy the body, 

While the sword of God can penetrate to the soul 

(Soul/ heart = Intellect, emotion & will) 

“piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow” 

There is nothing that is beyond the Penetrating Power of the Word of God 

Like a man’s sword can cut a man into pieces 

Penetrating deep into the body 


So the Word of God can Penetrate deep into the innermost parts of a person heart 

Back in the book of Acts …

Peter contended with the religious crowd  

They were trying to stop him from Preaching the Word, 

The high priest said to Peter … 

Acts 5:28 – “Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us” 

Listen how they answered the high priest in vs. 30-32 

“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree” “Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins” “And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey Him”

They just keep pouring on the Word of God, and listen to the result … 

v.33 - “When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them”

The same thing happened on the day of Pentecost  

Acts 2:37 - “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the 

rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?”  

The Same thing happened when Stephen Preached 

The sharp edge of God's Word Penetrated their soul, 

Cutting deep into their hearts and convicting them of their sinfulness

Powerful, Penetrating …

C. ‘Probing’ 

Paul further describes the Word as – “a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”

“Discerner” comes from the word from which the English word critic is derived 

The idea is to examine, to test, to scrutinize 

It speaks of someone who is skilled in the art examination and evaluation

Ill. I recently had a State Trooper call me in regard to someone who put me down as a reference. This man was excellent at asking the right questions to get the answers he was seeking.   

We live in a day when men have become critics of the Bible, 

But it’s supposed to be the other way around 

The idea is that the Word of God rightly examines and evaluates …

…our thoughts and intents and delivers its judgment 

Notice that the Word of God goes straight to the heart 

We can only see the outward man

Samuel said in I Samuel 16:7 – “for man looketh on the outward appearance” 

Jesus said in Matt. 7:20 – “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them”

Solomon said in Prov. 23:7 – “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he...”

The heart drives the life and we can get some idea of a person's spiritual condition from their actions 

But the Word of God goes straight to the heart, probing into and scrutinizing its thoughts and intents 

The Word of God discovers and exposes sin in our hearts when we don't even know it is there 

Jeremiah 17:9 – “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”

Man is depraved at his very core 

Deep in the heart of man is wickedness beyond the imagination 

No wonder David, a man after God's own heart cried  

Ps. 139:23 - “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:”   

God takes His Word and Penetrates deep into the hidden recesses of the heart probing and analyzing our very thoughts and intents

“the LORD looketh on the heart”

THE “WORD DEFINED”

II. THE “WRITER DESCRIBED” – v.13

What is Your Perception of the Living Word 

The Writer of the Word of God is described as the One who has full knowledge of all things 

He sees everything and nothing can be hid from Him

“Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight...” 

A. ‘Manifestation’ 

I John 1:1, 2 – “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;” “(For The Life (Jh.14:6) was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)”

The word “creature” (in our text) refers to God's creation 

In all that God created there is not one person or thing that can hide from Him 


This speaks of Christ's absolute omniscience 

No one is going to escape His judgment 

Today we often hear of folks getting away with crime because of who they know or because of the work of a slick attorney 

But in this judgment the just and all-knowing God of the universe is on the throne 

There will be no slick lawyers, no loop holes, and no hung juries that can help someone escape 

The Judgment of God is Just, Pure and Righteous   

Every man will face his Creator and give an account of his life

Romans 12:14 – “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God”

B. ‘Examination’

Paul then says – “...all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him...” 

The word “naked” means to be bare, no covering 

This reminds us that our unconfessed sin will be exposed when we stand before God 

The word “opened” is a very stark work  

This word means to seize by the throat or neck  


It describes the soldier who takes the head of an enemy and pulls it back to expose his throat so that it can be easily cut 

This reminds us that we are under God’s Power and at His Mercy 

In Rev. 1:14, the Apostle John saw Jesus on the Isle of Patmos, he described the Lord's eyes as – “a flame of fire”

The eyes of fire speak of the Lord's penetrating ability to search the hearts and minds of man 

His eyes will search in judgment 

They pierce; they penetrate; they convict 

There is absolutely no person or thing that will escape His scrutiny 

Everything will be laid open and exposed before His eyes 

This is indeed a solemn thought! 

There is not one thing in our lives that He does not know about 

Prov. 15:3 says “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good”

Jesus knows everything! 

He knows all of the hypocrisy, bitterness, malice, backbiting, and wickedness of each individual 

Sinful man will get away with absolutely nothing 

It is a definite fact that God knows all about us 

Solomon said in Eccl. 12:14 – “For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil”

Imagine standing before the one Judge Who knows everything about you 

The Judge Who can read your mind 

He knows every detail of your life 

He knows every thought that ever crossed your mind  

He knows every word that ever fell from your lips 

He knows your every thought, weather it came out of your mouth or not! 

C. ‘Reckoning’

“... with whom we have to do” 

This is a reminder that we are going to answer to God  

There will be no escape 

Heb. 9:27 – “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:”

We may have cancelled a lot of appointments here in this life, 


But there is one appointment that we are going to keep 

We will face the God who created us

CONCLUSION


THE “WORD DEFINED”

THE “WRITER DESCRIBED”
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