THE BOOK OF ISAIAH #16              
The Throne Room of God – Isaiah 6  
THE THRONE ROOM OF GOD   

DATE: 12/14/2016 Wed.  

TEXT: Isaiah 6  

INTRODUCTION

Have you ever seen something that was totally awesome and left you almost speechless? 

Maybe it was one of the Natural Wonders of the World like the Grand Canyon or Niagara Falls

These things don’t even come close to what Isaiah saw 

Isaiah was given a vision of The Throne Room of God as the Lord sat upon the Throne of His Glory 

This is where we find Isaiah as we begin chapter 6  

This vision transformed his life after seeing this 

The prophet tells us What he Witnessed, How he Responded, and the Commission God Gave 

In fact, he reveals to us that when you spend time in the presence of God and behold His Glory, it will change your life 

You won't be the same

Every one of us should spend more time in The Throne Room of God, spiritually speaking 

Paul said in Hebrews 4:16 – …

“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need”

This is what we are going to do in this message 

We are going to take a look at what happens in the Throne Room of God as revealed to us by Isaiah 

And hopefully learn the lessons that he learned from his vision given to him by God

But first let me Introduce to you the Chapter … 

v. 1a – “In the year that king Uzziah died …”

The chapter begins with the notice of the death of Judah's Great King Uzziah, also known as Azzariah 

Outside of Kings David and Solomon, he was probably the most influential king in the history of the Jewish people up to that time 

He started to rule when he was just a teenager (age of 16) and continued for 52 years until he died around the year 739 B.C.

Under Uzziah's leadership, the Israelites prospered economically and militarily  

The people flourished on their farms and in their businesses 

Uzziah implemented a number of construction and public works projects

Almost everyone had a job …who wanted one 

The national defense was strengthened by beefing up the military

Everything was going great in Israel under Uzziah's leadership 

This prosperity, however, eventually led to pride 

Uzziah got cocky and arrogant, and God had to deal with him 

The king went into the Temple one day and presumed he could offer incense on the altar (a No-No)

This was something only the priests could do 

II Chronicles 26:16 tells us – “But when he (Uzziah) was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction: for he transgressed against the LORD his God, and went into the temple of the LORD to burn incense upon the altar of incense” 

81 priests stood against the king and rebuked him for what he did 

The rebuke did not go well with Uzziah and instead of repenting, he exploded with anger against the priests  

As he responded in his wrath, God smote Uzziah with leprosy 

And for the next 11 years, he was quarantined until he died 

The Lord, more or less, put the King in time out for violating what was to be holy

When Uzziah died, the nation began to go down spiritually   

The peace and prosperity that they had enjoyed for so long began to disappear  

It was replaced with sinful lifestyles, like greed, lying, drunkenness, arrogance, and injustice  

Things got so bad, the people started calling evil, good and good, evil (Isaiah 5:20) 

With the death of the king, and the beginning of the nation's decline, 

Isaiah's difficult prophetic assignment from the LORD began 

Lurking on the horizon, God's tool for chastening Israel was already beginning to gain power 

King Tiglath-Pileser III of Assyria had been reigning for 5 or 6 yrs. 

And now was attacking and conquering one city after another with horrific brutality 

His massive armies and sieges tore down wall after wall of the cities that were attacked 

Captives were literally skinned alive 

Heads were chopped off and stacked into piles 

People were impaled on sharp poles 

Psalm 137:8, 9 – “O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us” “Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones”

This was all done to instill fear in the region and motivate unconquered cities to surrender instead of fighting 

Eventually, Israel would feel the sting of the Assyrians  

Until that time, Isaiah was to preach and to warn the people, as we will see

Tonight I would like to begin to Take a Peek with Isaiah into …

“The Throne Room of God” 

Let’s stand to read God’s Word – vs. 1-13 …

~~~Prayer~~~ 

First, let’s look at …

I.  WHAT ISAIAH “WITNESSED” – vs. 1-4 

God gave Isaiah a glimpse of The Throne Room of Heaven 

It’s a peek that only a few men throughout history have seen, 

Such as Daniel, Ezekiel, and the Apostle John in the book of Revelation 

His description leaves us with a sense of awe, reverence, seriousness, silence, and adoration

A. The ‘When’ of the Vision 

Again “In the year that king Uzziah died”

At some point in the year that the King died, Isaiah had this vision

Uzziah, prior to his demise, had a great impact upon Israel and especially upon Isaiah  

So much so, that his death affected Isaiah greatly  

However, this vision would prove even greater in regards to its effect upon Isaiah’s life  

B. The ‘What’ of the Vision 

1. The Person – v. 1b 

The vision was of the Lord

It says - “I saw the Lord” 

Note the spelling of the word “Lord” 

It is referencing the pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus Christ 

The word “Also” indicates that Isaiah may have been looking too much at man and not at God  

-- First we see God “Sitting upon a throne”

The Bible has a lot to say about Thrones 

But, basically, a Throne is the Seat of the Sovereign

God’s Throne is a Place of Power and Authority 

God’s Throne is a Place of Majesty and Honor 

God’s Throne is a Place of Mercy and Grace 

God’s Throne is a Place of Justice and Judgement  

It is God that is the Preeminent One 

Isaiah needed this reminder when Uzziah died

Who’s sitting on the Throne of your Life?   

-- Second we see “His train"

The train was the hem of a robe that was worn 

In Isaiah's day, the robe was a symbol of a person's status 

Kings of old wore elaborate robes to signify their majesty and authority 

The longer the train or the back hem of the robe, the more powerful the king  

The phrase “Filled the temple” 

Shows the greatness of the Glory of the Lord 


Here the thought likely is a metaphor of the Glory (Splendor and Magnificent) of God 

The fact that the Lord's train filled the temple was another indication of His power, victory, greatness, authority, strength, and majesty

Notice that … 

-- The Lord is “high and lifted up” 

I Recall Paul’s statement in Philippians 2:9 – 11 – 

“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a Name which is above every name:” “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;” “And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” 

You either bow to Him now in humility / salvation   

Or you will bow to Him later in Judgement

But either way, men will bow!   

2. The Protection – v. 2

“Above it [the throne] stood the seraphims”

The seraphims are an angelic creature  

And they hovered over the Sovereign Lord and gave protection and reverence 

The word “seraphims” is not a translation and literally refers to flaming ones

Only here in Isaiah 6 are these angelic creatures called by this name  

Several notable things are said of the seraphims  

-- First their Wings 

“Each one had six wings”

It also says they have faces and feet 

The seraphims were human in appearance except for the wings

They evidently were spaced on each side of the Throne with one pair of wings outstretched above the Throne 

Their earthly counterparts are found in the golden cherubim designed into the Tabernacle and Temple 

There is little question that these are angelic creatures that are specially created and assigned to stand above the Throne of God in heaven 

-- Second their Work  

“With twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly”

By – the – way …

I think this is one of the places people get the idea that all angels have wings 

“Twain” – with one pair, it says … 

-- They “covered (their) face”

The face offers more than a set of features, it conveys the emotions, intent, and identity of the whole individual 

This is described, doubtless, to denote the reverence and awe inspired by the immediate presence of God

-- They “covered (their) feet”

Because it was so easy to soil one's feet, to 
cover them up was representative of hiding a person’s defilement

The seraphim stood covered, or as if concealing themselves as much as possible, 

In illustration of their nothingness and unworthiness in the presence of a Holy God  

-- They “did fly”

This is talking about their ability to hover over the Throne of God

Now if these pure and holy seraphim showed so much reverence in the presence of God …


What about you and I? 

Assuredly their position should reprove our presumption when we rush thoughtlessly and irreverently into His presence  

And should teach us to come into the presence of God with worship and deep humility

The Bible tells us in Rev. 4:9-11 that when these creatures break out in Praise to God 

That everyone fell on their face  

3. The Proclamation – v. 3 

“And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory”

It is apparent that at the Throne of God in
heaven the seraphims regularly announce this    

This closely parallels what is recorded in Revelation
4:8 

This is John’s description of the Throne of God in the vision he was given 

It is remarkably similar to that which Isaiah wrote  

-- First let’s look at the Purity in the Proclamation  

“Holy, holy, holy” 


Significant here is that God is ascribed as being holy three times 

Some have assumed this points to the Trinity

That certainly is possible 

However, what also may be in view is the complete Holiness of God as His Primary and Prevailing attribute of Deity 

He is Holy!

The word translated “Holy” has the sense of God being set apart or separate from sin 

Implicit in Holiness is sinlessness

It might be added that Holiness is absolute Purity

Another implication of God’s Holiness is that He not only is sinless but that He also will judge sin 

Sin will never abide forever in His presence 

The most important attribute of God is His Holiness

And God calls us unto His Holiness 

II Peter 3:11b – “what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness” 

I Peter 1:16 – “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy”
  
-- Second, the Praise in the Proclamation  

“The whole earth is full of His glory” 

Most people are spiritually blind, and cannot see the Glory of God in the earth  

Therefore they do not, or will not, honor God 

But it is there none the less  

Psalm 19:1 – “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth His handy work” 

As we continue to look at Isaiah’s Vision, we see …

4. The Power – v. 4a 

“The posts of the door moved at the voice of Him that cried”

As the angelic voices proclaimed the Holiness of God 

The very Temple of Heaven begins shaking 

The awesome Power of the Holiness of God is implied 

Though the preceding verse speaks of the seraphims
crying out … 

v. 5 would indicate that Isaiah catches a glimpse of God Himself seated upon His throne 


And that likely is the voice he hears here 

“for mine eyes have seen (and heard) the King, the LORD of hosts”

This describes the Power of the Word of God

Hebrews 4:12 – “For the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”

Note also as the Almighty spoke, the very Temple of Heaven is also filled with smoke 

5. The Praise – v. 4b 

“and the house was filled with smoke”

Smoke in the Bible is sometimes associated with Judgment or Wrath 

Implicit may be the gathering wrath of a Holy God against the unholiness of His people Israel 

But Smoke (or Clouds) are also used symbolically to denote the Glory of God 

The Praise and Honor of God was so great that it kept all others from the Temple when He was in it 

Exodus 40:35 – “And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud 


…abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle”

This is likely the only place where there is true holy smoke 

WHAT ISAIAH “WITNESSED” 

Next, let’s look at …

II. HOW ISAIAH “RESPONDED” – vs. 5-7 

Notice that this vision really upset and troubled Isaiah

So as the prophet ponders what he is seeing and hearing, 

He cries out … “Woe is me!”

A. His ‘Concern’ – v. 5 

This vexation was a result of some very important concerns Isaiah now has 

Let me note those concerns (for they are very important)  

1. His Condemnation – v. 5a  

“Woe is me! for I am undone”

In catching a glimpse of the infinite Holiness of the
Almighty God … 

Isaiah could only moan, “Woe is me!” 

All his righteousness before God was as nothing 

He was immediately convicted of the sinfulness of his wretched condition 

The word translated as “undone” has the sense of someone being cut off or perishing  

When Isaiah catches a glimpse of the Holiness of God … 

He was made instantly aware of his own sinfulness
and its Condemnation 

He realized he was Condemned, ready to face the Judgement of a Holy God 

His Condemnation 

2. His Contemplation – v. 5c  

“Mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts” 

It was a foregone conclusion that if someone saw God they would die  

This idea was something all the early saints believed 

Exodus 33:20 – “There shall no man see Me, and live”

-- Jacob felt this way 

Genesis 32:30 – “And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved”


-- Gideon also felt this way 

Judges 6:22 – “And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the LORD, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord GOD! for because I have seen an angel of the LORD face to face” 

-- Samson's parents feared this consequence of seeing God 

Judges 13:22  - “And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God”

Not to mention men like Moses and John 

Until someone sees their true condition before a Holy God and repents of that condition they will not / cannot be saved! 

3. His Confession – v. 5b 

All he could do was cry out “I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of
unclean lips”

All he could do was confess what he really was

-- His Defilement 

“I am a man of unclean lips” 

If the lips are unclean, so is the heart 

Matthew 12:34 – “O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? …

… for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh”

The whole man is defiled  

-- His Dwelling  

“I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips” 

We can all say this, for today the foul mouth is almost the norm

Isaiah first saw his own iniquity; then he saw the iniquity of the society in which he dwelt

B. The ‘Cleansing’ – vs. 6, 7 

“Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:” “And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged”

Whether the Angelic Being placed a real coal on Isaiah lips or not, doesn’t matter 

What matters is what happens when he does 

Sanctification toward God requires many things  

But none so important and needed as Holiness  

So Isaiah is cleansed for Sanctification (service)    

-- First we see the Agent in the cleansing – v. 6a  

“Then flew one of the seraphims unto me”

No sooner had Isaiah confessed his sinfulness … 

Then God sent an agent to do the cleansing 

I John 1:9 – “If we confess our sins, (our part) He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (God’s part)

The Holy Spirit of God cleanses our Heart 

-- Second the Action in the Cleansing – v. 6b, 7a 

“Having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken … from off the altar;” “he laid it upon my mouth and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips” 

Fire in the Bible is a picture of the Judgment of God upon sin to cleanse and remove it 

The animal sacrifices were burned with Fire

Believe it or not Fire as Cleansing Properties   

-- Third the Announcement of the cleansing – v. 7b

“Thine iniquity is taken away and thy sin purged” 

God does not leave us in doubt about our cleansing 

Those who say you cannot know if you are saved or not … 

Don’t know the Scripture 

Matthew 22:29 – “Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God”  

I John 5:13 – “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God”

Concern over our sin and shortcomings will only be comforted by knowing it can be cleansed away  

WHAT ISAIAH “WITNESSED” 

HOW ISAIAH “RESPONDED”

III. GOD’S “COMMISSION” TO ISAIAH – vs. 8-13

With the vision and cleansing having taken place, 

We now see God calling Isaiah to Service 

Many want to serve God apart from the Vision (truly knowing God) and the Virtue of Holiness / Sanctification   
 
A. The ‘Proclamation’ – v. 8

Having been Purged of his sin, Isaiah says “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”

God sought for a man to stand in the gap to speak to His rebellious people 

Someone must be willing to go, no questions asked 

“Then said I, Here am I; send me”

In at least three ways, Isaiah submitted to the call to serve the Lord  

-- First he was unselfish - “Send me” 	

Isaiah did not pass off the responsibility to others and selfishly seek exemption, but he spoke for himself  

-- Second he was unencumbered - “here am I” 

He was ready and prepared; nothing would keep him from serving (The Apostle quit their jobs) 

We must always be this way if we are to serve God

We must be constantly ready for His call  

-- Third he came unconditional – “Send me” 

There are no conditions attached to this submission 

This showed faith in the Lord for his care

Matthew 8:21, 22 – “And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father” “But Jesus said unto him, Follow Me; and let the dead bury their dead” 

Whether or not God uses us in a Full Time capacity 

The willingness must be there   


B. The ‘Problem’ – vs. 9, 10 

After the Call, Isaiah was given a Commission  

This Commission involves the basics for service for anyone 

“And He said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not” “Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed”

This is an ironic statement, for the people would hear Isaiah and see him but would not understand his message

Most people today hear the message but they do not understand it, and they do not care if they do not understand it; the message is not important to them  

And since they do not want to understand, God is not obligated to give them any more 

What more do people want? 

-- He’s given His Word the Bible 

-- He’s sent forth His men, the Prophets and Preachers 

-- They have Conscience

-- They have Creation

-- Most importantly He sent forth His Own Son 

I don’t know what else to tell them  

Jesus referred to this problem in Matthew 13: 14, 15 

[bookmark: _GoBack]“And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:” “For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them”

“A person persuaded against his will is of the same opinion still” 

C. The ‘Period’ – vs. 11, 12 

“Then said I, Lord, how long? And He answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate,” “And the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land”

Isaiah asks God how long he must serve in this way

That is, give a message that is rejected 

The answer was “Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant... and the land be utterly desolate... and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land”

This would require a great amount of faithfulness, 

Because it is not easy to preach the truth and be constantly rejected 

Sooner or later people will start to compromise the message so they will be accepted, 

But Isaiah was told to preach his unacceptable message until all the church people had left 

People must realize that the important thing is to be faithful to the message, not to be popular and accepted 

It is more important for a preacher to be faithful to the Word rather than to grow a large church congregation

D. The ‘Promise’ – v. 13 

As we close out this chapter two important promises about the future are given 

1. The Promise of Retribution 

“Yet in it shall be a tenth, and it [retribution] shall return, and shall be eaten [experienced]”

The immediate fulfillment of this Promise was the coming Judgement upon Israel 

“and it shall return” is talking about a future day of Judgement for Israel 

Clearly foretold is that a “tenth” shall return  


Specifically what the “tenth” represents is not clear  

The immediate antecedent is of the land 

But the greater context is of the dispersion of the  people of Israel 

What the tenth represents numerically may simply be that only a small fraction of those deported would
return 

That certainly was true in Nehemiah and Ezra’s day  

It is still true today, because Jews are dispersed all over the World and not in their Land 

2. The Promise of Restoration 

“…as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof”

Just as a great tree casts forth its seed in acorns and only a few new trees spring forth, so it would be with Israel 

The day was coming when they would be allowed to return from their long foretold dispersion, 

But it would be just a fraction of what they once were 

The storm clouds of God’s judgment were gathering against the sin of His people


CONCLUSION

From this chapter, we find the importance of spending time in the throne room with God 

If we are going to be faithful to the Lord in serving Him, 

Then it is vital that we maintain a close walk with God
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GOD’S “COMMISSION” TO ISAIAH


THE THRONE ROOM OF GOD 
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