THE BOOK OF GALATIANS #16           
Walking in Love – Galatians 5:22, 23  
WALKING IN LOVE  

DATE: 12/2/2015 Wed. 

TEXT: Galatians 5:22, 23; I Corinthians 13  

INTRODUCTION

The Fruit of the Spirit is something that comes directly from God (You can’t manufacture this)  

It’s this Fruit that demonstrates; we are connected to the Vine 

John 15:1, 5 – “I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman” “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing” 

The Fruit of the Spirit is contrasted with the Works of the Flesh 

Works of the Flesh are done by a person’s own effort, whether he is saved or not 

However, the Fruit of the Spirit is produced by the Holy Spirit and only in the lives of those who belong to Him through Faith in Jesus Christ 

There is a strong contrast between the Works of the Flesh and the Fruit of the Spirit …

In that the Products of the Flesh are Plural v. 19 - “Works” 

Whereas the Product of the Spirit is singular “Fruit”


The Works of the Flesh are many, and ruined 

But the Fruit of the Spirit, although multi-faceted, is the singular result of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives 

In this message we will look at the first item mentioned in our list of the Fruit of the Spirit – “Love” 

The Bible has a lot to say about Love …

I John 3:16 – “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren”

I John 4:16 – “And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him” 

I Peter 4:8 – “And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins”

Young and old, rich and poor, believer and unbeliever all cry out for the same thing – Love 

Ill. Madalyn Murray O’Hair, founder of an organization called “American Atheists” vanished in 1995. When her diaries were discovered, they found that she often wrote – “I wish someone somewhere would please love me” 

Everyone, everywhere needs the Love of God

Let’s stand to read vs. 22 & 23 together  

~~~Prayer~~~ 


First, let’s try to understand …

I. THE “MEANING” OF LOVE 

First, as it’s …

A. Defined in ‘Language’ 

The Greek word here for Love is agape 

This refers to a Strong, Sacrificial Love 

Agape Love - is the deliberate effort, made with the help of God, to never seek anything but what is best for others 

… Even if they seek the worst for us! 

Ill. For Example, a mother gets up at 3:00 am to help her sick child, not because she feels like it, but because she has made a commitment 

She has made a Decision to Love 

Next as it’s …

B. Defined in ‘Scripture’ 

1. God is Love 

I John 4:8 – “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love”

2. God’s Love is Everlasting 

Jeremiah 31:3 – “The LORD hath appeared of old … 

… unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee”

The word “everlasting” means from vanishing point to vanishing point, from the beginning to without end 

John 13:1 – “Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that His hour was come that He should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end” 

Emotional love wears off 

Humor: A husband was coming out of anesthesia after a procedure in the hospital. His wife was sitting at his bedside, when is eyes fluttered, open, and he muttered, “You are so beautiful!” Flattered, she continued her vigil. Later he woke a second time and said, “You’re Cute!” “What happened to beautiful?” she asked. “The drugs are wearing off” he replied.   

Emotional Love wears off

THE “MEANING” OF LOVE 

II. THE “MESSAGE” OF LOVE – I Corinthians 13:1-8 

God knows that our Relationships are more important than our Accomplishment

He challenges us to grow in His Love for others

A. The ‘Helpfulness’ of Biblical Love – v.4a 

Biblical Love Helps both us and others 

“Charity suffereth long, and is kind;”

Here the Bible uses the term “Charity” 

Although Love and Charity are similar 

The word Charity is a very specific type of Love 

Charity specifically refers to the Love that we have toward other men (especially believers)  

(As compared to God’s Love for us or our Love for God)

Paul stresses that we are to walk “charitably” toward the weaker brother – Romans 14:13-15

He praised the (II) Thessalonians (1:3) because “the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth”  

In I Peter 4:8, 9 Peter told the believers, “And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. Use hospitality one to another without grudging”

Paul here, illustrates the Nature of Charity 

1. Love is Patience 

“Suffereth long”

This term is a reference to having Patience with people

To “suffer” means – to be adversely affected, …

… undergo something unpleasant, endure, to allow 

The word Patience in the Bible means –to take a long time to boil 

Love is slow to anger / waits on people 

Love Practices being Patience

We often wonder why there are so many trying situations in our lives?

The reason is, God is teaching us to Love thru long suffering 

The reason we are so impatient is because of our selfishness 

Because, personally we are negatively affected

We are inconvenienced / bothered   

Quote: “to dwell above with those we love, oh that will be glory, to dwell below with those we know, well, that’s another story”  

Romans 12:17 – “Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men”

2. Love “is Kind” 

Just as Patience will take (endure) anything from someone else 

Kindness will give anything to someone else 


Ephesians 4:32 – “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you”

I Peter 3:8 – “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:” 

To be “kind” means to be useful, serving, and gracious 

We see this exemplified in the early church of Jerusalem 

Acts 2:44, 45 – “And all that believed were together, and had all things common;” “And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need”
  
These aspects of Love should characterize all of our Relationships 

Starting in the Home and extending to the church and to our other involvements as well

The ‘Helpfulness’ of Biblical Love 

B. The ‘Humility’ of Biblical Love – v.4b

“charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,”  

1. Love is Not Jealous 

“envieth not;”

The Bible here uses the word “envy” 

… to desire something possessed by somebody else

Love is not anxious against someone else  

Love doesn’t feel resentment because of someone else’s advantage 

Love and Jealousy are mutually exclusive

We all face the temptation to be Jealous when someone else has something you would like 

But, if we act in the spirit of Love, we will be thankful for someone’s successes 

We will not resent them

Be careful not marginalize Jealousy 

Proverbs 27:4 – “Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?” 

It was because of envy Jesus was placed on the cross 

Mark 15:10 – “For he (Pilot) knew that the chief priests had delivered Him for envy” 

The opposite of envy / jealousy was the Love Jonathan show toward David in I Samuel 20

Love is not Jealous      

2. Love does not Boast 

“vaunteth not itself,”

To vaunt means to Boast 

Boasting – is overemphasizing one’s possessions or accomplishments

To Vaunt or Boast is to Brag 

Bragging is trying to make someone jealous of what you have 

Love Does Not parade its accomplishments

Love Does Not Boast   

3. Love is Not Arrogant 

The Bible says that Love …

“is not puffed up,”  

What does this mean? 

We’ve all seen a balloon that was not blown up? 

How big was it? 

It was pretty small and hardly noticeable 

But if you blow it up, what happens to the balloon? 

It gets much bigger, maybe ten, twenty times bigger and is much more noticeable


That's what it means to be puffed up 

It means you want people to notice you

It means - to be conceited, having an excessive estimation of one’s worth  

I Corinthians 4:18, 19 – “Now some are puffed up, as though I would not come to you” “But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are puffed up, but the power”

Arrogance is Big-Headed, but Love is Big-Hearted

Example: William Carey was a Missionary to India. Where he learned 23 languages and dialects and then translated the Scriptures into them. Was at dinner with some folks while on furlough in England when he was asked – “I understand you were once a shoemaker?” Carey humbly replied – “Oh no, I was never a shoemaker, I was just a shoe repairman” 

Just remember what usually happens to Big Balloons? / They get Popped! / Deflated 

The ‘Humility’ of Biblical Love 

C. The ‘Holiness’ of Biblical Love – v.5 

1. Love “Doth not behave itself unseemly”

“unseemly” means unbecoming, rudely 

The Corinthians were expects at this 

I Corinthians 11:21 – “For in eating every one … 

…taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken”

Bible Love Acts Graciously

Bible Love Speaks Graciously 

Colossians 4:6 – “Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man”

Most folks have no tact, they are just plain rude! 

2. Love “seeketh not her own”

Doesn’t Always have to have its own way 

“My way or the Highway” attitude 

Is able to concede to better ideas 

Philippians 2:4 – “Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others”

If something will benefit someone else and not you

3. Love “is not easily provoked” 

For some people, every little thing bothers them 

They are easily irritated / annoyed  

I Peter 2:23 – “Who, (Jesus) when He was reviled, (verbally attacked) reviled not again; …


… when He suffered, He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously:”

4. Love “thinketh no evil” 

Biblical Love does not harbor evil 

Biblical Love doesn’t keep records 

You are either a Scorekeeper or a Grace Giver 

The phrase “forgive and forget” is not found in the Bible 

However, there are numerous verses commanding us to “forgive one another” 

Matthew 6:14 – “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:” 

A Christian who is not willing to forgive others will find his fellowship with God hindered 

Matthew 6:15 – “But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses”

And can reap bitterness and the loss of reward 

II John 8 – “Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward”


THE “MEANING” OF BIBLICAL LOVE 

THE “MESSAGE” OF BIBLICAL LOVE 

III. THE “MANIFESTATION” OF BIBLICAL LOVE

The Manifestation of Biblical Love is Publically demonstrated in 2 ways … 

A. God’s Love was Displayed through Giving 

The supreme measure and example of agape love is God's love for sinners  

John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”

The greatest demonstration of Love this world has ever known is the cross of Calvary 

The evidence of His unwavering Love is the sacrifice of His Son for the sin of a lost world 

Romans 5:8 – “But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”

Christ's death demonstrated God's unconditional love for us 

Calvary's cross is the undeniable proof of God's love

B. Our Love is Displayed through Giving


The next Great Demonstration of genuine Love is the brethren's love for one another 

I John 4:7, 8 – “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God” “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love”

Our compassion for others, especially for the brethren, is the greatest proof of our salvation 

John 13:45, 46 – “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another” “By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another”

Our love and care of one another Gives the lost world a picture of God's love for them

1. Give your Time 

Exhibit Love / Action 

2. Give your Voice 

Tell others you Love them / God’s Love for them

3. Give your Forgiveness  

Show your Love by being quick to Forgive  

CONCLUSION



[bookmark: _GoBack]Paul’s exhortation on Love to the Galatians and Corinthians extends to us as well 

Christ put such emphasis on Love as a motivator for action that He said the world will know we are His disciples 

If? We have Love for each other 

John 13:35 – “By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another” 

May it be said of us as individual believers and churches 

That we Love each other and so love the world that we take them the Gospel 


THE “MEANING” OF BIBLICAL LOVE 

THE “MESSAGE” OF BIBLICAL LOVE 

THE “MANIFESTATION” OF BIBLICAL LOVE
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