THE BOOK OF PROVERBS #17      
The Influence of Wisdom – Proverbs 8:12-21   
THE INFLUENCE OF WISDOM 

DATE: 9/27/2015 pm 

TEXT: Proverbs 8:12-21 

INTRODUCTION

A lot of things can, and do, influence our lives  

To be influenced means to be affected by someone or something …

Either in a good way, or in a bad way   

Therefore praying for Wisdom and being around and involved with Wise people will affect you in a positive way

The Bible, Mature Christians, are always assets 

Whereas being around fools does just the opposite 

Psalm 1:1 – “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful” 

Let’s stand and read vs. 12-21 

And think on this thought 

“The Influence of Wisdom” 

Read vs. 12-21 

~~~Prayer~~~

The first thing Wisdom can do is make us …

I. “VIRTUOUS” – vs. 12, 13 

Virtue - The inherent / built-in quality of something and its affect on something else 

II Peter 1:3 – “According as His divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him that hath called us to glory and virtue:”  

In this case it’s Wisdom 

So to understand the Virtue of Wisdom, let’s look at 3 thoughts in our text  
 
A. Where Wisdom ‘Dwells’ – v.12a  

“I wisdom dwell with prudence” 

Wisdom and Prudence are twin sisters 

The word “prudence” means good sense / foresight 

A Wise person will have godly sense 

(We might call it common sense) 

“prudence” brings wisdom down to earth, 

Makes it practical, and relates it to the everyday concerns of life 

This was illustrated in Solomon’s life in I Kings 3:16-28

He is famous for the wisdom used in resolving a conflict between two women 

… who were fighting over the same baby, each claiming the child as her own 

I Kings 3:25 – “…the king said, Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one, and half to the other”

Obvious the real mother wouldn’t allow that to happen! 

B. What Wisdom ‘Does’ – v.12b  

“I … find out knowledge (understand) of witty inventions” 

“witty inventions” – the inventor of wit, those who think they are smart, quick wit, a smart mouth  

Another thought is how wisdom is not only Prudent, but Discerning and Discrete

Discerning - To see or understand the difference; to make distinction; as, to discern between good and evil, truth and falsehood, what’s right and wrong  

And at the same time … 

Discrete - selecting the best means to accomplish a purpose; circumspect; cautious; wary; not rash 

C. What Wisdom ‘Detests’ – v.13 

“The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate”  

Proverbs 9:10 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom”

Wisdom hates evil; which is Pride, Arrogancy and the Froward mouth (a smart mouth) 

God draws a line in the sand when it comes to these 

On one side of the line are evil, pride, arrogance, evil ways, and evil words 

On the other side of the line stands Wisdom 

Wisdom deliberately and categorically disassociates itself from all the things on the other side of the line 

People who practice them are not wise; they are fools 

WISDOM CAN BE “VIRTUOUS”

Wisdom can be …

II. “VICTORIOUS” – vs. 14-16 

Victory will come to those who seek Wisdom 

I am / I want to be … on the winning side 

Getting Wisdom asap, assures a successful life 

A. In ‘Speed’ (readiness) – v.14a 

“Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom”

The thought here is how someone wanting Wisdom will receives godly advice quickly  

A Wise man will receive godly advice from others 


Proverbs 1:5 – “A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:”

Proverbs 10:8 – “The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating fool shall fall” 

“Prating” – means to talk in a silly way and at length about nothing important

Children do this all the time 

Proverbs 22:15a – “Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child;”

But it’s pretty sad when we see adults do this 

Proverbs 12:15 – “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise” 

Fools don’t like it when they are criticized 

The words “sound wisdom” has the sense of efficient or successful 

The idea is how that Wisdom not only receives
advice but is efficient and successful with it  

As a result, Wisdom understands problems and therefore has great strength of position in life 

It’s ability to quickly discern and distinguish situations  

The ability to separate the truth from falsehood 


B. In ‘Strength’ – v.14b  

“I am understanding; I have strength”

Wisdom gives “understanding” which is a realization of the meaning of things 

I Chronicles 12:32 – “And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do;” 

The word “understanding” here means to have insight or to act with prudence 

According to Strong’s Concordance, it comes from a root verb that means to separate something mentally, and distinguish its parts

It’s the ability to dissect a situation  

The word reflects the Process of intelligence and wisdom, even cunning and skill 

In other words, this is not just an understanding of the facts, but a skillful analysis of what something truly means with its outcomes 

Having “understanding” makes one strong / confident 

“I have strength”

Some people are busy bodies in other people’s business because they are fearful and think they need to know everything that is going on 

In reality they have no “understanding” 

They think, just because they know something about someone else that they have an advantage 

But Biblical “understanding” finds it “strength” in the Wisdom God has given   

And the assurance that God will see the situation thru 

C. In ‘Supremacy’ – vs. 15, 16

“By me kings reign, and princes decree justice” 
“By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth”

If there is one thing a man must have if he is to occupy a position of authority over other men, is Wisdom 

A Wise Leader will reign, with the affection of his people 

David's sense of honesty and fair play made him a popular king 

No doubt Solomon had often observed his father on the throne 

Solomon had seen David weigh issues 

Solomon had heard David ask penetrating questions 

Solomon had observed that David consulted with his counselors and referred to the Book of the Law 

Solomon had noticed the upward glancing of the eye when David was perplexed and felt special need of the wisdom from above 

Solomon had often marveled at his father's impartiality and passion for truth and justice

A justice often tempered with mercy 

As in the case of Mephibosheth

No wonder David was called …

“a man after God's own heart”

On the other hand …

A man who makes foolish decisions and hands down unfair or unfounded sentences will soon earn his people's hatred

As in the case of Rehoboam, Solomon’s son  

I Kings 12:1-15 … 

WISDOM CAN BE “VIRTUOUS”

WISDOM CAN BE “VICTORIOUS”  

Wisdom can be of … 

III. “GREAT VALUE” – vs. 17-21  

A. ‘Whom Wisdom Loves’ – v.17

“I love them that love me;” 

Wisdom reciprocates properly 

Evil gives evil for good 

There is a warning to them who do …

Proverbs 17:13 – “Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house”  

But Wisdom is just and gives good for good, love for love

True Wisdom goes beyond even this 

Matthew 5:43-48 …

“and those that seek me early shall find me”   

We do not have to wait until we are old to seek Wisdom  

The older we get, the more set in our ways we may become 

The sooner we start looking for Wisdom the better  

Joseph, Samuel, David, Solomon, Josiah, and Daniel all sought wisdom early in life 

Consider Samuel 

Even before he was born he was the subject of importunate prayer 

When he was born Hannah I Sam. 1:20 – “called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked him of the Lord”

When Hannah brought Samuel to Eli she said – “For this child I prayed”  


For this child she never ceased to pray 

Hannah gave her little boy back to God just as soon as he was able to dress himself, comb his hair, and run around the house 

When she handed him over to Eli, she redoubled her prayers 

And little Samuel sought the Lord early 

He loved the Lord and the Lord loved him 

And little Samuel found the Lord, or rather the Lord found him 

Samuel responded early to the spiritual education the old priest gave him 

Soon he knew as much as Eli about the burnt offering, the meal offering, the peace offering, the sin and trespass offerings, the table and the showbread, the golden lampstands, the golden altar, and the veil 

Soon he knew much more than Eli 

As his young heart opened to divine truth, and as his godly mother prayed to water the seed as it was sown, little Samuel heard something Eli never heard

Samuel heard God call and speak to him by name

And just like the Saviour … 

Samuel grew in favor with God and man and God was with him 

Soon all Israel knew that God, who had been silent so long, was talking again  

The dark days of the judges were about to end 

People called Samuel “the seer” because he was able to see into the hearts of men and into the heart of God

“I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me”

B. ‘What Wisdom Lavishes’ – vs. 18, 19

Whom you Love you Lavish  

“Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness”  

Wisdom gives in abundance, and is generous 

The riches offered by Wisdom are “durable” 

Other riches have a habit of disappearing, but Wisdom once acquired, cannot be squandered

The kind of riches spoken of here is not dollars and cents but riches of godly sense 

If a man has godly common sense, he is a wealthy man indeed 

A wonderful thing about godly Wisdom is that it eventually brings true prosperity and honor 

The wealth produced by Wisdom …


(though not necessarily monetary in nature) is enduring and it is right  

In other words, Wisdom will produce true and long-lasting prosperity that is grounded in that which is right 

The wealth of the world is often elusive and rests upon an unrighteous foundation 

It comes with trouble and often evaporates quickly

“My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver”

“My fruit” – that which is produced

(And by-the-way fruit is to be enjoyed)   

The wealth of Wisdom is better than vast amounts of money 

For with godly Wisdom come peace, quietness and genuine happiness 

The wealth of the world usually is devoid of all of those 

The wealth of the world comes with anxiety, trouble and unhappiness   

C. Where Wisdom Leads – vs. 20, 21  

“I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:”  



Again, the synonymous relationship between Wisdom and Righteousness is made clear 

Godly Wisdom always leads someone to walk right 

The word “lead” means to go or to walk 

Someone who is Wise walks in the paths of righteousness, because that is where Wisdom leads

Furthermore, Wisdom leads in making right decisions 

The word “judgment” means right decisions

I don’t know about you, but that’s what I want 

“That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures”

Once again, the greater thought is how that true godly Wisdom will, in the long run, produce material prosperity 

I can attest to that 

The word “treasures” literally means treasuries 

In modern language, it would approximate the idea of a bank account

Godly Wisdom is Practical and ultimately Productive 

CONCLUSION 

Having declared God's truth, 


Wisdom now calls for a decision, as all faithful heralds must do 

How people respond to God's message is a matter of life or death, and it's impossible to be neutral  

vs. 35, 36 – “For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD” “But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death” 

Wisdom calls for a sincere life-changing decision that involves turning from sin (repentance) and turning to Christ (faith) 

If the decision is real, it will result in a commitment to the Lord that leads to meeting with Him daily, like a servant at the master's door 

Those who reject God's truth sin against their own souls  

Those who hate God's truth are heading for eternal death 


THE VIRTUES OF WISDOM

THE VICTORY OF WISDOM 

THE VALUE OF WISDOM  
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