THE BOOK OF JUDGES #17   
A Lion in the Way – Judges 14:5, 6  
A LION IN THE WAY  

DATE: 3/9/2014 pm  

TEXT: Judges 14:5, 6; Proverbs 26:13   

INTRODUCTION

In our last study we saw how Samson was beginning to go downward spiritually  

3 times in Judges 14 we read that Samson went down 

v. 1 - “And Samson went down” 

v. 5 – “Then went Samson down” 

v. 7 - “And he went down”

This was more than going down geographically 

It was a case of Samson beginning to go downhill spiritually 

In our last study we saw that someone always goes downhill spiritually when there is … 

- Deviation from the Will of God  

- Disobedience to the Word of God

- Distraction in the Work of God 

Going downward means that we are going backward in our Christian life


Proverbs 14:14a talks about someone being Backslidden -   

“The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways:”

When we talk about going downward in our Christian life, 

We always think it’s the young Christians, but that’s not always the case 

A lot of times it happens to those who have been saved for awhile  

Who have demonstrated some measure of spiritual growth  

You can’t go downward unless you have first gone upward 

Quote: One commentator noted - “It’s scary to realize that most of the people who failed in Scripture failed in the second half of their lives” 

Now, think about that statement for a moment 

Oftentimes, it’s the new convert that is on fire for the Lord 

But over time, it seems that the older we get …the colder we get 

Ill. A man was applying for a job in a machine shop. He was shown all the machines and told how each one worked. It was also pointed out to him the dangers that were involved in each job and in the operation of the machinery. He said, “I guess it is the newer workers that are often injured on the machines?” The man who was giving him the tour replied, “No, it is usually those who have worked here for a long time. They get used to what they are doing and that’s when they become careless. And when they become careless, that’s when they get hurt.”


- It’s those who have reached a certain level of maturity in their Christian life that begin to take things for granted 

- And when they begin to take things for granted, that’s when they take the things of God lightly 

- And when they begin to take the things of God lightly, that’s when they start to go downhill spiritually 

For some, spiritually speaking, their best days were yesterday 

- Yesterday, they were on fire for God 

- Yesterday, they were excited about the Lord, following Him, serving Him, and worshipping Him 

- The joy of the Lord filled their life 

But today, their Christian life is more Drudgery than a Delight 

It always happens when someone begins to go downhill spiritually


Tonight we are going to begin to look at Samson returning to Timnath to take the Philistine girl for his wife 

v. 5 indicates that Samson had convinced his parents 

In v. 3 they questioned him and tried to persuade him to marry according to God’s command 

But now, it appears they’ve consented to his request 


We not only see Samson going downhill, but his parents as well 

v. 5 tells us how Samson came to the vineyards of Timnath and met a lion

Proverbs 26:13 – “The slothful man saith, There is a lion in the way; a lion is in the streets” 

Be Careful; we may find - “A Lion in the Way” 

Let’s pray and then I’ll explain

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. THE “PLACE” 

The Place that Samson was Found 

We see Samson going “down” to the “vineyards of Timnath” 

As we’ve already seen, as a Nazarite, Samson was to have nothing to do with wine or strong drink 

He was not to eat nor drink anything that came from the vine 

If there was a place that Samson should not have been, it was the “vineyards of Timnath” 

For Samson, the “vineyards of Timnath” were 2 things - 

A. A Place of ‘Disobedience’

To be there was in direct Disobedience to God 

He was out of God’s will being where he was 

Did Samson know better? 

I have no doubt he knew exactly that the vineyard was out of bounds 

He knew what God had prohibited in his life 

He was in a place of Disobedience

Disobedience is being out of step with God 

Disobedience is always a person doing what they want rather than what God wants

Quote: The great Oswald Chambers said - “It’s not what we do that matters, but what a sovereign God chooses to do through us. God doesn't want our success; he wants us. He doesn't demand our achievements; he demands our obedience.”

Joshua 24:24 - “And the people said unto Joshua, The LORD our God will we serve, and His voice will we obey” 

May We, as God’s people, honor this Truth

A Place of ‘Disobedience’  

Secondly, the “vineyards of Timnath” were - 
   
B. A Place of ‘Defilement’

Being in that place not only meant that Samson was Disobeying God’s command as a Nazarite, 

But he was also Defiling his Nazarite vow 

Defile – to corrupt something, damage a reputation; to destroy the sanctity of something, to make something unclean  

As we will see in future studies, Samson will Defile every area of his Nazarite vow 

This will be the reason he loses his power 

The instructions for the Nazarite vow are given in - 

Numbers 6:7 - “Thou shalt not make thyself unclean” 

Being where he was, was an act of Defilement of his vow 

David’s prayer in Psalm 51:10 was - “Create in me a clean heart” 

Song: I think of the old song by Charles Tindley, Nothing Between – “Nothing between my soul and my Saviour, So that His blessed face may be seen; Nothing preventing the least of His favor; Keep the way clear! Let nothing between”

When there is Disobedience, there will come Defilement  

They go hand in hand 

Disobedience is sin, and sin Defiles the heart and life of the Christian 

Our Dedication can be spoiled by Contamination  

Anything outside of God’s will for our life Defiles our life 


Our prayer ought to be the prayer of David in -  

Psalm 139:23, 24 - “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” 

THE “PLACE” that Samson was Found 

But next, we see - 

II. THE “PERIL”

The Peril that Samson was Facing 

That Peril was a Lion 

When we find ourselves in the vineyard of Disobedience and Defilement we will always find Lions

I don’t mean real Lions, but the proverbial kind 

Let me give you a couple of lions that are always found in the way

These Lions can either Bring us Down or Bring us Back 

A. The Lion that brings us Down

The Vineyard represents the World 

The “World” I’m referring to is the culture and society of the ungodly or the “World” of the unsaved 

It’s a general synonym for the society of unbelievers 


The things of the World are exciting, attractive, entertaining, and fun 

Its commander-in-chief is Satan who is called not only the god of this World, but also its prince 

The devil is sharp and knows how to bait the hook with enticing allures 

The marquis of the World’s entertainments routinely are glitzy and bright 

However, the devil never advertises the alley out back where he routinely dumps people he’s done with 

II Corinthians 4:4 – “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them” 
  
John 12:31 –“Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out” 

Satan is the Lion that Lurks, to bring us down spiritually 

When someone is out of the will of God, they are always in danger of this Lion 

I Peter 5:8 - “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” 

Satan is a Lion and the World is his Vineyard in which he works to bring the Christian down 


Let’s think about this Lion for a minute

1. The Bible describes Satan as our opponent  

The word “adversary” in I Peter 5:8 describes an opponent  

The word “devour” literally means to swallow 

It speaks of how a lion would tear its prey from limb to limb and consume it  

I want you to understand that the devil wants to do more than just bother you  

I have heard people say that the devil has bothered them “all day” or “all week”  

His purpose is to do more, than just bother us  

Our Opponent wants to Destroy us 

2. Our Opponent is just waiting for an opportunity to devour us  

He “walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” 

Like a lion lurking in the bushes, he is just waiting for the moment to pounce and devour   

He is just waiting for a moment of weakness or carelessness  

As I said earlier, this world is the vineyard in which the devil walks about as a lion waiting for the moment to devour us  

This is one reason the Bible talks about the separation of the Christian from the world  

A Christian is in the world but is not to be a part of the world

John 17:15, 16 – “I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil”
“They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world”

The Vineyard was to be off limits for Samson, 

And likewise, the World is to be off limits for the Christian  

It was in the vineyard that Samson was confronted by the lion  

It’s when a Christian fools around with the world that they find themselves in danger of being devoured by the Lion 

The world is filled with temptations of various kinds that have one objective

To pull us away from God and pull us down spiritually  

James gave us a very depictive illustration of how the world seeks to bring us down  

We read in James 1:14, 15 – 

“But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away 

… of his own lust, and enticed” “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death”

The words “drawn away” speak of baiting a hook or setting a trap 

The purpose of the bait is to entice, to draw the prey to the hook or the trap  

Once the prey is caught in the trap it too late 

There are 5 Steps in Temptation – 

- Step One – The Enticement / the presentation of sin, or the invitation to sin / this is outward 

- Step Two – The Realization / that what is being offered is a temptation to sin  

- Step Three – The Struggle / over whether or not to yield to the temptation / this is inward  

- Step Four – The Lust  / or strong desire to give in to the temptation / this again is a willful act 

- Step Five – The Sin / the act of actually committing something that is contrary to the Word of God 
 
This world is filled with many things that appeal to our flesh  

Satan uses these temptations to draw us away so that he can devour us 



That’s why James said in James 1:16 - “Do not err, my beloved brethren”

That is why Christians should stay out of the vineyard  

It is not only a place of Disobedience and Defilement, 

But it is also a place of Destruction  

It’s a place where there is a lion waiting to devour us

The Lion that brings us Down

B. The Lion that brings us Back

Quote: Warren Wiersbe asks the question - “Did God send the lion as a warning to Samson that he was walking on the wrong path?” 

Was this lion a warning from God that Samson was in the wrong place? 

A place of Disobedience and Defilement  

It very well could have been!

God has His ways of getting our attention! 

As Christians, you can’t get out of God’s will and not expect God to intervene 

He loves us to much 

God often sends a lion to get our attention in order to bring us back into His will 


God sends his lions to say to us - “You’re in the wrong place!”

I think of Jonah 

He’s the classic example of someone running from God 

When Jonah ran from the will of God, He sent a storm  

God’s storms can come in various ways to bring us back  

Let me also be very clear here and say that the bad things that happen in our life are not always a sign of God’s displeasure 

Oftentimes, the storms that come our way are for the purpose of building us up 

Yet, there are times when God sends a storm to bring us back

I guess the only one that knows that, is you 

Quote: One writer said - “We may meet with trouble in the path of duty, but we must expect to meet with it in the way of transgression” 

Another familiar image in the Bible is that of the sheep and the shepherd 

Occasionally a shepherd would have a lamb that would wander away from the flock 

Remember when we looked at the 23rd Psalm? 


The shepherd would often pick up a rock, or his rod, and throw it in the direction of the lamb to startle it and get it to run back to the flock 

Sometimes God throws rocks in our direction to get us to run back to where we should be 

When Samson drifted from the will of God he was warned with a lion 

You can expect a lion when you get out of God’s will and get away from God 

The roar of the lion can be a frightening thing 

Yet, God’s intention in sending his lions is to cause us to run back to Him 

Maybe there is a lion roaring at you today 

Maybe you are not where you should be with God, 

Is God is trying to warn you, bring you back to where you should be? 

Maybe He is trying to get you out of the vineyard!

THE “PLACE” that Samson was Found 

THE “PERIL” That Samson was Facing  

The Last thing I’d like to think about is - 
 
III. THE “POWER”

The Power that Samson was Filled with 

There are a couple of things here also

We see the Source & Force of His Power  

A. The ‘Source’ of His Power

Notice carefully the opening words of v. 6 – 

“And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him” 

The source of his power was the Spirit of the LORD 

The power that He displayed was not his own 

This power was given him by God  

His physical strength was a spiritual strength 

In fact, each time you find Samson doing some great feat that involved his physical strength, you will read that the Spirit of the Lord came upon him 

His power was God’s power, and apart from God’s power, he was like any other man 

What he did was not by his own ability, but the ability imparted to him from the Spirit of the Lord 

Zechariah 4:6 – “Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the LORD of hosts”  

So often Samson is depicted as this great Big muscle man, 


But the great secret of this strength was not his physical strength, but the power of God resting on him 

One of the most important lessons we can learn as a Christian is, that being what we should be and doing what we should do, is never by our ability 

Regardless of how long you have been saved or the level of your spiritual maturity, it is never in our self 

We are not saved because of anything we do 

Why do we think that after we are saved that our living as a Christian depends on what we are or what we do? 

We are like Samson! 

Our ability to live as a Christian is the ability that God gives us through the power of the Holy Spirit 

Ephesians 5:18 tells us to “be filled with the Spirit” 

The verb “filled” is a very interesting word that was 
used to describe the wind filling the sails of a ship 

Think about the image of a sailing ship for a moment 

Here’s this great mast ship designed and built for a specific purpose—to carry cargo or passengers 

It can be a ship built by the finest and most reputable ship builders in the business, but it is powerless to fulfill the purpose for which it was designed until the wind filled the sails 



No wind and it would do nothing but float in the harbor 

It was dependant on that which was outside itself in order to fulfill its purpose 

In ourselves we are a ship powerless to fulfill God’s purpose for our lives 

There are a lot of people out there Floating their own boats 

There are a lot of people trying to blow a lot of hot air to get those boats to move

But when the wind of the Holy Spirit fills our life, then we are able to Be what we should Be and Do what we should Do 

The ‘Source’ of Power

Next we see - 

B. The ‘Force’ of His Power

v. 6 tells that when the lion roared against Samson – 

“he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand” 

The word “rent” means to tear apart 

For the average person, the lion would have ripped them apart 



The lion would have pounced on them and ripped them to pieces  

Ill. Take the African lion for example. It is perhaps the most familiar predator with its long flowing mane. 
The male Lion weighs anywhere from 300 to 500 pounds and when it leaps on its prey it brings them down with its crushing weight. Its great canine teeth are set far apart in its square jaw that locks together like a vice. The molars are transformed from grinders into incisors, and are so strong they can crush bone.
Its paws are so large and it claws so sharp that when it strikes they are like a hook and dagger that tears, cuts, and rips. 

Proverbs 30:30 – “A lion which is strongest among beasts, and turneth not away for any;”  

No ordinary man would stand a chance against a lion without a weapon 

The Bible is specific and wants us to understand that Samson had no weapon when confronting the lion

“he had nothing in his hand” 

The Bible is telling us that with his bare hands he handled this lion as if it were nothing more than a kid  goat  

Again, where did his strength come from? 

It came from the Spirit of the Lord that came upon him   

By the power of the Holy Spirit he was able to kill the lion with his bare hands 

God is both the Source and Force of the Power we find here   

CONCLUSION

Now, in closing let me ask a question about what we see happening here 

Why did the Spirit of God come mightily upon Samson when he was in a place he should not have been? 

He is in a place of Disobedience and Defilement, yet experiences God’s Power in his life  

How can that be; when we know that God does not fill a dirty vessel?

1. Many writers that I read said, it was because of God’s grace and mercy / I don’t doubt that for a minute!  

He did not deserve what God did for him 

It was only an act of God’s mercy that he was spared from the attack of the lion 

You can be sure that it was not endorsement of what Samson was doing, 

We should never think that God will bless us when we are out of His will 

However, God always shows His grace and mercy to us 

2. I believe that the reason God gave him power was to teach him the secret to overcome in life 

It was God saying in His Grace & Mercy to Samson – 



“Samson, you are getting out of My will. You are taking a path in life that is not according to My plan and purpose for your life. Samson, there is a way you can be what I have called you to be and a way to do what I have destined you to do, and that is by My Spirit”

Listen to what the Bible says in Galatians 5:16 – 

“This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” 

The secret to overcoming the flesh is walking in the Spirit  

- The flesh takes us to the vineyards of Timnath  

- The flesh pulls us out of the will of God  

- The flesh leads us to disobey God  

- The flesh brings us face to face with lions in the way  

Walking in the Spirit enables us to overcome when otherwise we would be overwhelmed 

Where are you today? 

Are you walking in the Spirit or walking in the vineyard? 

I encourage you to remember that there will always be 

“A Lion in the Way” 

THE “PLACE” that Samson was Found 
THE “PERIL” that Samson Faced  
THE “POWER” that Samson was Filled with 
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