THE BOOK OF JUDGES #18
Going Down Leads to Turning Aside – Judges 14:7-9
GOING DOWN LEADS TO TURNING ASIDE

DATE: 3/23/2014 am 

TEXT: Judges 14:7-9

INTRODUCTION 

Jesus said in Luke 6:45 - “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh” 

What was Jesus saying? 

He was saying that the Condition of our heart is revealed in the Conduct of our life 

What we do on the outside is always a reflection of what we are on the inside 

I remember a fellow talking to me once and he used a curse word 

He caught himself and said - “Oops Preacher, I don’t know where that came from” 

I didn’t say it, but I knew where it came from 

It came out of the heart (intellect, emotions & will) 

If it wasn’t in him it wouldn’t have come out  

Do you know why a dog barks? 

It barks because it is a dog 

A dog is going to bark because that’s its nature 

He does what it does; because he is what it is 

You have heard the saying, you can take the pig out of the pig-pen, but you can’t take the pig-pen out of the pig 

You can clean a pig up, put on a pretty bow, perfume him, and call him Arnold, 

But the first chance it gets it will head for a mud-hole and the slop-bucket ... Why? That’s its nature

What it is on the inside results in what it does on the outside

What am I saying? Our Actions manifest our Attitude 

What we Do always reflect what we Are 

The Condition of my heart is always seen in the Conduct of my life 

As we continue looking at the life of Samson we see this truth illustrated in his actions 

Samson was a weak strong man 

He was strong physically, but was weak spiritually 

Over time what he was on the inside began to manifest itself on the outside 

I draw your attention to a statement found in v. 8  

I want you to take note of the words “and he turned aside” 

These words describe another movement in the life of Samson that carries him further from the Plans and Purposes of God  

From before his birth, Samson had been divinely set apart 

However, Samson fell far short of the Divine Design for his life 

We have being seeing this decline over the past few weeks and today I want look at his further decline

He turned aside! 

What a depictive statement of what was happening in Samson’s life 

As we shall see, he turned aside because he had been going down 

His Actions were due to his Attitudes 

His Actions on the outside ARE ALWAYS because of his Attitudes on the inside 

In this study I want to build my thoughts around the words “and he turned aside” 

Let’s Pray and look closer at this statement 

~~~Prayer~~~

First we see -  

I. THE “CAUSE” 

The “Cause For” Turning aside

Let’s review where Samson is 

He’s in the vineyard of Timnath 

As a Nazarite, he was to have nothing to do with the vine and products of the vine 

The last place you should have found Samson was in a vineyard, but that’s where we find him 

What is he doing in Timnath? 

He’s moonstruck over a Philistine girl 

This is troubling in light of the Command of God not to inter-marry with the pagan nations

Let’s review his actions a little closer 

First, when it comes to the Cause of Samson turning aside 

We see -  

A. The ‘Direction’ of His Life

In v. 7 we find a statement that we have seen in our other studies 

We read the words - “And he went down” 

This is the 3rd time in Judges 14 that we have seen these words 

We saw them in v. 1 where we read - “And Samson went down to Timnath” 

As well, in v. 5 we read - “Then went Samson down”

As we saw, this speaks specifically of a geographical direction 

However, it is also depictive of a spiritual Direction he was taking 

We’ve saw this in vs. 1-6, in our last study we saw that God sent a warning through the lion that meet him  

But God in His mercy had delivered him 

Yet, Samson is not aware of his downward path 

What was happening in Samson’s life often happens in ours

We find ourselves going downhill spiritually 

Instead of going forward, we find ourselves going backwards 

A question each of us should ask ourselves is - 

“What is my relationship to the Lord in the Present compared to what it was in the Past?” 

Song: A. J. Gordon wrote the great hymn entitled “My Jesus I Love Thee” and in it he says - “If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus tis now” 

Can we say that our love for the Lord is as great or greater today than yesterday? 

Or is it possible that there was a time in the past that we loved Him more than we do now?

The Bible says of the Church of Ephesus in -  

Revelation 2:4 - “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love” 

Ephesus was a great church; by the way, the Apostle John pastored it for many years 

What was happening to the Church of Ephesus? 

They were going downhill spiritually  

It’s possible, like Samson; that a person can go downhill spiritually and may not even realize it? 

Shouldn’t we examine ourselves to see if we are living by faith?

Samson was headed contrary to God’s Will 

What Direction are you headed in?  

Are you headed in a Contrary Direction?

The second thing that I want you to see that Caused Samson to Turn aside is - 

B. The ‘Deviation’ of His Life

Going down always ends up in turning aside 

Again, note the words in v. 8 - “and he turned aside” 


As we will see, this movement in his life involved further steps away from God’s plan for his life 

It involved actions that led to the Desecration of his Nazarite vow 

When he turned aside, it was more than taking a side trip, 

But a path that took him outside of God’s will 

A path of disobedience to the commands of God for his life 

If someone is going downhill spiritually, it always leads to that someone turning aside 

You can bet on it, and I’m not a betting man

It’s like I said in the very beginning 

The condition of our heart is always revealed in the conduct of our life 

We all know of someone who at one time served God, loved God, and honored Him in their life, 

But now they are nowhere to be found 

What happened? I’ll tell you what happened ….

At some point they begin going downhill spiritually and in time they turned aside and turned away from God 

Note the first four words in v. 8 - “And after a time” 

No one Just turns aside and walks away from the Lord 

It’s a process that happens over a period of time 

For example, you take someone getting out of Church 

They don’t just get up one Sunday and make the decision to quit Church 

No, not at all! They began missing a service here and there, and over time it becomes more and more, until one day they were completely out  

When our hearts get cold, it happens over time  

When we get out of God’s will, when we get out of fellowship with God, when we get away from God, it is always a progressive decline in our life 

- That’s why every day we must meet God and spend time with Him 

- That’s why we must not let a day go by that we do not take time to pray and read God’s blessed Word 

- That’s why when the Church doors are open we ought to be in God’s house 

It is a matter of keeping our heart hot 

It is a matter of keeping ourselves close to the Lord 

When we began to go downhill spiritually it … 

Always, always; end’s up with someone turning aside! 


The second thing I want to think about is not only 

THE “CAUSE FOR” TURNING ASIDE 

But also -

II. THE “CONTAMINATION” 

The “Contamination From” Turning Aside

As a Nazarite, Samson had taken certain vows 

In Numbers 6:4 we find that the time of a Nazarite’s vow were known as the “days of his separation” 

Any violation of the vows a Nazarite, as stated in Numbers 6:7, made a Nazarite “unclean” 

The violation of the vows was a Contamination of one’s life

Over the course of Samson’s life he would violate every aspect of his vows 

Before us is the first of those violations 

Samson had been going down spiritually, and now we see him turning aside, 

And when he turned aside, 

…it led to the violation of his Nazarite vow and the contamination of his life 

Look with me closer at what we see happening here


First, there was -  

A. ‘Temptation’

I am sure you have heard the saying – 

“he that lies down with dogs gets up with fleas” 

Temptation is a reality of life, and if we put ourselves in tempting situations, we are only asking for trouble 

If we lie down with the dogs we will always get up with fleas 

Samson was a man who was strong physically, but he was weak spiritually 

We began to see his weakness manifested here 

We find him Tempted and yielding to that Temptation 

We read in v. 7 - “And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well” 

There are 2 things we see going on here 

1st Samson was in a Place where he should not have been 

2nd He was around a People he should not have been around  

Do you know why we often find ourselves tempted? 

It’s because we put ourselves in tempting situations 


There are places & people that only invite & invoke temptation 

Again, we find Samson in Timnath, a border town, largely inhabited by Philistines 

Here was a place occupied by people who had no respect or reverence for the God of Israel 

This Place and These People where not good for Samson

Let me give you 2 things you should always remember concerning temptation 

1. There are places we should flee from  

It was in Timnath, a place that Samson should have never been, that he became infatuated with the Philistine girl 

His desire to marry her was in direct disobedience to the command of God 

However, he let temptation blind him to God’s command and all he cared about was fulfilling his own desires 

Let me put it this way 

A person who has trouble with alcohol does not want to hang out in a bar 

A person who has trouble with pornography has no business lingering around the magazine rack 


Humor: Remember the Hee-Haw episode where the fella said to Doc Campbell, “I broke my arm in two places.” He replied, “Then stay out those places!”

There are not only, the Places we should Flee from  

But also - 

2. There are people we should fear 

Timnath was a place he should not have been and the Philistine girl was a person he should not have associated 

I know that young people don’t always understand why parents are so hard about who they hang around with 

They think their parents are just being mean 

But that is not the case at all 

Parents know that certain people will have a negative influence on you 

The Bible says in I Corinthians 15:33 - “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners” 

Let me give you my translation of what that verse is saying 

“You hang around bad people and you will do bad things”

In v. 7, we actually have the second time Samson visited Timnath 

- v. 1 says that the first time he went down to Timnath he “saw” her 

- The second time, in v. 7, we read that he “talked” to her 

- Then in v. 8 we see the third time that he went to Timnath 

We read - “And after a time he returned to take her” 

Do you see the progression? 

- The first time he was only tempted  

- The second time he went even further  

- And the third time he yielded to temptation  

You can’t avoid temptation, 

But if we keep putting ourselves in tempting situations 

We can only expect to get up with fleas 

v. 7 says “she pleased Samson well” 

That is how temptation works 

Temptation is that which appeals to our fleshly desires and seeks to get us to fulfill those desires outside of God’s commands and God’s will 

The simple truth of the matter is; Samson was more interested in what pleased him rather than what pleased God 

Gratification was the key word in Samson’s actions, not Glorification 

He was not thinking about Glorifying God in what he did 

He was a man who was ruled by his senses 

Secondly, I want you to see, not only a scene of -  

‘Temptation’ 

But also a scene of - 

B. ‘Desecration’

To Desecrate means to insult something holy, damage something sacred 

As I said earlier, this is the first thing Samson did that violated his Nazarite vow 

When Samson returned the third time to take the Philistine girl as his wife, the Bible tells us  

vs. 8, 9 - “and he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion” “And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating” 

In our last study we saw how the lion meet Samson when he was in the vineyard 

Samson then killed the lion with his bare hands 

Now he returns to Timnath, and for some reason, 

…he takes a detour to see the lion he had killed 

What seemed like an innocent sidetrack was actually a violation of his Nazarite vow

1. The lion itself was considered unclean 

Leviticus 11:27 - “And whatsoever goeth upon his paws, among all manner of beasts that go on all four, those are unclean unto you: whoso toucheth their carcase shall be unclean until the even” 

The lion was a beast that was not to be eaten and its carcass was not to be touched 

2. As a Nazarite, Samson was not to have contact with anything that was dead 

Look at Numbers 6:6 - “All the days that he separateth himself unto the LORD he shall come at no dead body” 

A Nazarite was not to touch anything dead, but furthermore, was not to come near that which was dead 

Samson found that the bees had used the dried out carcass for a hive and store honey 

Samson took the honey and as he did, violated his Nazarite vow by coming in contact with the dead carcass 

It was an Act of Desecration 



First, there is the Temptation and then there is Desecration  

Things that are Displeasing and Dishonoring to God 

When someone goes down and turns aside the outcome is always the same

THE “CAUSE FOR” TURNING ASIDE 

THE “CONTAMINATION FROM” TURNING ASIDE

The final thought that I want to look at is - 

III. THE “CHARACTERISTICS”

The “Characteristics Of” Turning Aside 

There are many characteristics of turning aside  

But I want to point out just 2 that are illustrated here 

First, notice - 

A. The ‘Scope’ of His Sin

v. 9 says that Samson “came to his father and mother, and he gave them, and they did eat” 

The honey, being in the lion, would have been considered unclean 

Samson not only Defiled himself, 

But he Defiled his parents as well   


When we sin there are 2 things we often forget 

1. That our sin always has personal consequences  

2. That our sin affects others 

We forget about how this will affect our Spouses, our Children, our friends, and our testimony  

When we eat sin’s honey, others often eat of its Defilement as well  

Secondly, there is not only - 

The ‘Scope’ of His Sin  

But also -  

B. The ‘Silence’ of His Sin

v. 9 continues - “but he told not them that he had taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion” 

This is the second time he did not tell his parents about his actions 

In v. 6 we are told that after he killed the lion “he told not his father or his mother what he had done” 

Since the lion was an unclean animal, he did not tell them what he had done 

And since the honey came from the carcass of the lion,  he once again failed to tell them what he had done

In short, he was trying to hide what he had done 

Is that, not what we always do? Sure it is! 

We always try to hide our sin 

However, I remind you that we never completely hide our sin 

We may hide it from those around us, but we never hide it from the One above us 

Whether or not Samson’s parents ever knew about what he did, God knew, God always knows

CONCLUSION  

Let me close by asking, where are you spiritually? 

Are you going downhill spiritually? 

Have you turned aside, got out of the will & Fellowship of God? 

Have you been flirting with temptation, or have you already become the victim of temptation? 

If so, God is waiting for you to return 

He will forgive those who have failed 

The Bible says in I John 1:9 – 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 

Let me share with you the words of the song entitled Guard Your Heart: 

“The human heart is easily swayed, And often betrayed at the hand of emotion. You dare not leave the outcome to chance. You must choose in advance, Or live with the agony, Such needless tragedy. Guard your Heart, Guard your Heart. Don’t trade it for treasure. Don’t give it away. Guard your Heart, Guard your Heart, As a payment for pleasure, It’s high price to pay”

If we don’t guard our heart, it may be you, that will be turning aside 


THE “CAUSE FOR” TURNING ASIDE

THE “CONTAMINATION FROM” TURNING ASIDE

THE “CHARACTERISTICS OF” TURNING ASIDE
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