THE BOOK OF GALATIANS #18          
Walking in Peace – Galatians 5:22, 23 
WALKING IN PEACE  

DATE: 1/13/2016 Wed. 

TEXT: Galatians 5:22, 23 

INTRODUCTION

As we continue to study the Book of Galatians 

We are developing the thought of Walking in the Spirit and what it means 

So far, we have seen that when we are Saved and in Fellowship with God …

We will demonstrate certain behaviors or attitudes 

What the Bible calls the Fruit of the Spirit 

Paul list nine virtues that are produced as the Christian yields to the Holy Spirit 

This evening we will be looking at the 3rd item that is mentioned in v. 22 … “Peace” 

The World is longing for Peace - Peace of Mind, Inner Peace, and World Peace 

We hear about it every day 

Some seek peace in a pill, others in a bottle, but the more people seem to pursue peace, the more it seems to evade them 

The OT word for Peace is “shalom” 

It means a desire or prayer, that all is well  

The NT word for Peace means to bind together 

Peace is not merely the Absence of war 

It is rather the Presence of Jesus 

Peace is being in harmony with God’s Purposes 

Let’s stand to read God’s Word and then Pray 

I’d like to think on this thought tonight 

“Walking in Peace” 

Read vs. 22 & 23 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. PEACE “FROM ABOVE” 

Or, Our Positional Peace 

The Bible talks about 2 aspects of Peace 

 -- A Peace WITH God 

-- And the Peace OF God

While it might simply sound like semantics 

There is a vast difference between the two 

One delivers us from His Wrath, 

While the other delivers us from our Guilt 

The first comes by trusting Him for our salvation and the second comes from trusting Him for our sanctification  

A. Peace With God is Available 

The reason people are so restless today is because they don’t have Peace With God

Man’s sin have separated them from God 

Romans 5:10a – “For if, when we were enemies, 

Colossians 1:21a – “And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works”

Apart from salvation no man can be at Peace With God 

Isaiah 57:20, 21 – “But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt” “There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked” 

The lost man is an enemy of God and there can be no peace between the two except by the atoning work of Christ

Man is basically at war with God 

Not having Peace With God is unsettling 
 
But when someone come to Christ for salvation


They are …

“reconciled” – which means to end a dispute, to be back on friendly terms 

Romans 5:10b – “we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life”

Colossians 1:21b – “yet now hath He reconciled”

Romans 5:1 – “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” 

B. Peace is Available through Jesus Christ 

1. Jesus Desires Peace for Each of Us

John 14:27 – “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” 

2. Christ’s Peace is a Gift 

John 16:33 – “These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world”

3. Jesus Came to Make Peace  

Colossians 1:20 – “And, having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile 


all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven”

Guilt is the #1 destroyer of Peace 

But, Jesus died to remove that guilt 

Religion puts guilt back on its followers …

Telling them, that in order for them to be guilt-free, 

They must follow a set of rules, sacraments, and rituals

Which just leads to frustration / anxiety  

Jesus Christ made us free from the guilt and the shame of our sin 

He gave us the Gift of Peace through His sacrifice 

PEACE “FROM ABOVE” 

II. PEACE “FOR WITHIN” 

Or, Practical Peace 

This is the Peace OF God 

A lot of people have Peace With God because they are saved, 

But fail in having the Peace Of God 

Like I’ve already said …


Peace With God is the result of trusting Christ for Salvation 

Peace Of God is the result of trusting Him for our Sanctification 

This is the Peace of the overcomer, living by Faith 

Ill. Robert Gromacki wrote – “This peace is the legacy of Christ, totally foreign to the experience of the world. It is that inner calmness of emotions and thoughts which rests on the assurance that God is too good to be unkind and too wise to make mistakes”

A. Peace is a Grace of the Holy Spirit 

Peace is a disposition created by His presence  

And only the Holy Spirit can bring this God-Given Peace into every Believer’s Heart 

Romans 15:13 – “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost”

This is the Spirit produced Peace that is manifest in the believer who is totally surrendered to, and trusting in, Christ, no matter what is happening in his life 

No matter our circumstances we have certainty and assurance that God is in control

Romans 8:28 – “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose”

And again, it is because He has Promised / Faith 

Because our Peace is not affected by circumstances we can have peace in every situation 

B. God’s Peace is Beyond Description 

Philippians 4:6, 7 – “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God” “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” 

The word worry (“careful”) is derived from a German word which means to choke 

God’s Peace is a Great Blessing to those going through Trails 

1. God’s Peace is sustained by the Word of God 

Isaiah 26:3 – “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee”

Psalm 119:165 – “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them”

2. God’s Peace should Rule our Hearts 

Colossians 3:15 – “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful”

Confidence is the courage to be at ease 


PEACE “FROM ABOVE” 

PEACE “FOR WITHIN” 

Ultimately, God’s Peace will enable you to have Peace with others 

III. PEACE “ALL AROUND” 

Hebrews 12:14 – “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:”

Most of our Problems in life are people problems 

Yet Peace in the Heart of the Believer should be evident in  every relationship we have

Romans 12:18 – “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men” 

We are to live at Peace … 

A. In Our Homes 

1. With our Spouses 

I Peter 3:1-11 … 

2. With our Children 

Ephesians 6:4 – “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord”

B. In Our Church 

Colossians 3:15 – “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful”

I Corinthians 14:33 – “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints”

Romans 16:17 – “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them” 

Ephesians 4:3 – “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”

C. In Our World 

1. By Continuing to Preach Christ 

Ephesians 6:15 says that we should have our “feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of Peace” 

I Peter 3:15 – “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:” 

Because …

Romans 3:17, 18 – “And the way of peace have they not known:” “There is no fear of God before their eyes” 

People need the Fear of God in their Lives 


That they might have Peace With God 

2. By Praying for our Leaders 

I Timothy 2:1-4 …

The World’s leaders are hoping to bring Peace 

But throughout history they have failed miserably

The Bible promises that political leaders will promote Peace

But will never be able to bring it 

I Thessalonians 5:1-4 …

Only Christ can offer true everlasting Peace 

Because He is “the Prince of Peace” – Isaiah 9:6 

Therefore we need to be … 

3. Expecting the Return of Christ 

II Peter 3:10-14 …

CONCLUSION

When we Walk in the Spirit, we will have Peace 

-- FROM ABOVE 

-- FROM WITHIN 


[bookmark: _GoBack]-- ALL AROUND 

When unbelievers see our Peace, Joy and Love they will desire to know its Source 
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