BOOK OF HEBREWS #19
Baby Christians – Hebrews 5:11-14
BABY CHRISTIANS

DATE: 12/11/2013 Wed.

TEXT: Hebrews 5:11-14 

INTRODUCTION 

Quote: Someone has said that - “you are only young once, but you can stay immature all your life” 

Unfortunately, there is a lot of that in Christianity today

Those that are saved, and have been saved for years, but Remain Spiritually Immature 

Quote: It has been well said that- “the conversion of a soul is the miracle of a moment, but the growth of a saint is the work of a lifetime” 

Spiritual growth needs to be a Continual Process of a Christian’s life 

It should never stop 

No matter how far we have come in our Christian life, 

…we always have much further to go 

The tragedy is that many have never really gone anywhere in their Christian life 

They are a child of God, but a child of God who has remained as a child spiritually, a spiritual baby 

In Hebrews 5:11-14 the writer speaks to this spiritual tragedy 

In our text we find the 3rd of several warnings that are found throughout the Book of Hebrews 

- The 1st warning about Spiritual Neglect was found in 2:1-4 

- The 2nd warning about Unbelief was found in 3:7-19 

This 3rd warning is about Remaining Spiritually Immature 

Let’s pray and think on this thought 

“Remaining Spiritually Immature” or “Baby Christians”

~~~Prayer~~~

First, we see - 

I. THE “STATE” OF SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY

We see that State described in v.11 

The writer says - “Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing” 

We see that their Immaturity was Manifested in 2 ways 

First, we see - 

A. Their ‘Ability’ 

The words - “Of whom” take us back to v. 10 and the writer’s discussion of Melchizedek 

The writer was about to compare Christ as a High Priest to Melchizedek who was also a high priest 


In v. 11 he pauses, because he knows that those to whom he is writing would not be able to comprehend or understand what he was about to say  

He states - “Of whom we have many things to say” 

He wants to explain to them about how Melchizedek prefigures Christ and how Christ is a superior high priest, 

But he is aware they may not understand what he would be saying

He explains that what he has to say is “hard to be uttered” 

The word “uttered” means to lay forth 

He is saying that what he has to say would be hard to explain or to lay it out before them in such a way they would understand 

The difficulty was not that it could not be explained, 

But it would be hard to explain to them, because they lacked the ability to understand 

To say it in a simple way, he knew that what he was about to say would be over their heads  

Ill. There are some things that we could discuss among ourselves as adults with understanding. Yet, if you tried to discuss the same thing with a child it would be a different story. It would be beyond their ability to understand. 

One of the ways spiritual immaturity manifests itself 


…is in an inability to understand and comprehend spiritual things  

I have heard people say this about a preacher – 

“He was too deep for me” 

Some of the old time preachers were that way 

In most cases it’s not the preacher though, being too deep to understand … 

But the listeners being too shallow in their understanding 

As we look closer we see that there was a reason for the lack of ability to understand 

The writer explains the real reason for their inability to understand 

It was -  

B. Their ‘Apathy’ 

The writer says they are “dull of hearing” 

The words literally mean you have become sluggish or Slothful in your hearing 

The word “dull” comes from the words meaning no and push 

There is no push 

It speaks of apathy and a lack of enthusiasm   

Hebrews 6:12 translates the same word as “slothful”

The writer is describing apathy and a lack of enthusiasm towards learning  

It was not that they were intellectually deficient  

But instead, that they really didn’t want to be bothered 

I have (at times) heard some dull preaching 

It’s no doubt that I have done some myself 

But more than often, it is not a case of dull preaching but rather dull hearers 

The ability of the people to understand was greatly inhibited by the apathy to understand 

They were lacking a desire to learn  

The truth is, every Christian is where they want to be in their Christian life 

We have gone no further in our Christian walk than we have wanted to go 

People say - “I wish I knew more about the Bible” 

Yet they never pick up their Bible  

Interesting Fact: F. R. Webber, wrote a massive three-volume set called A History of Preaching in Britain and America. In it, he tells of one of the curious by-products of one of the Great Awakenings as a sudden interest in the ability to write shorthand. According to Webber – 


“Men and women studied shorthand in order that they might take down the sermons that were stirring the English-speaking countries. 
This had happened once before in Scotland, and it made its appearance once more in all countries where the influence of the Awakening was felt. It was not at all unusual to see men with a portable inkwell strapped about them, and a quill pen thrust over an ear, hastening to join the throng assembling on the village green.” 

Webber was describing the desire to learn on the part of the people  

When this desire is lacking  

It manifests itself in Spiritual Immaturity

THE “STATE” OF SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY  

Furthermore, we see - 

II. THE “STAGES” OF SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY

Look at v.12 -  

“For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat” 

The writer describes the Stage of their Immaturity by describing where they should be, and where they actually are  

First, he speaks of - 

A. A ‘Natural Progress’

When I use the word Natural, I’m talking about Normal 


The writer speaks of “when for the time” 

- He is describing the length of time they had been saved 

- The length of time they had been under the preaching and teaching of the Word of God 

Considering, how long they had been saved, 

…They should have been at a Stage in their Christian life that showed considerable growth and maturity

Considering how long they had been saved, the writer says “ye ought to be teachers” 

Their spiritual maturity should have been at a place where they were leading others into maturity, 

Teaching others the things of God and the Christian life 

They should have been mature believers rather than spiritual babies  

The idea is that there should have been a natural process of spiritual growth in their life 

Ill. I think of the matter of physical growth. A baby is born into this world. If things are normal, that baby immediately begins to grow. As each week, month and year goes by there will be obvious expressions of that growth. The same should be true spiritually. If we have been saved for a long or extended period of time, there should be the evidence of spiritual growth.
                                                                                                             I John 2:13 describes this natural progression  

John says – 

“I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known Him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father” 

John speaks of 3 levels of normal spiritually growth

(Using the natural order of things) 

There is “little children,” “young men” and “fathers” 

- As there is a natural order of physical growth …

- There is a natural order of Spiritual growth  

If a person has been saved for years, there should be evidence of spiritual maturity

A ‘Natural Progress’
 
Secondly, the writer speaks of - 

B. A ‘Needful Progress’

Considering how long they had been saved they should have been teachers 

Instead, the writer says in v. 12 - “ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat” 

Instead of being spiritually mature and teaching, 

They were spiritually immature and needed to be taught 

The writer speaks of how they needed to be taught … 

“the first principles of the oracles of God” 

The words “first principles” has a variety of meanings 

- In Grammar it means the letters of the alphabet, the ABC’s  

- In Physics it means the four basic elements of which the world is composed  

- In Geometry it means the elements of proof like the point and the straight line  

- In Philosophy it means the first elementary principles with which the students begin  

Considering how long they had been saved, they ought to have been teachers  

But instead, they were in need of being taught the ABC’s of the Christian life 

Considering how long you have been saved, where should you be in your Christian life? 

Where are you in your Christian life? 

Are you a teacher, or are you in need of being taught 

The writer describes how they had actually backed up in their Christian life 

The words “are become” indicate there had been a time 


A time when they were actively involved in their spiritual growth

Philippians 2:12 – “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”  

We are to be growing in Grace 

II Peter 3:18 – “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and for ever. Amen”

They had actually “backslidden” 

Proverbs 14:14 – “The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways:”

The sad fact was that they had drifted backwards  

When it comes to the Christian life, someone is either going forward or going backward 

There is no such thing as holding ground 

If someone does not continue to grow spiritually they will lose ground 

He says they had “become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat” 

He indicate that one time in their Christian life they had been able to eat strong meat but now they were back on the bottle 


A baby does not come to need milk 

He is born with that need 

The only person who comes to need milk, to need baby food, is one who has gone back to childhood 

Instead of becoming more mature, they were slipping back into spiritual infancy 

If you do not Progress, you Regress 

Quote: R. Kent Hughes says: “The truth is, there is simply no such thing as a static Christian. We either move forward or fall back. We are either climbing or falling. We are either winning or losing. Static, status quo Christianity is a delusion!”

THE “STATE” OF SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY

THE “STAGES” OF SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY 

Notice thirdly -

III. THE “SYMPTOMS” OF SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY

The Spiritual Maturity of a believer is revealed in many ways 

Likewise, Spiritual Immaturity manifests itself in various ways 

The writer speaks of both the Symptoms of Spiritual Maturity and Immaturity 

What are the symptoms of spiritual maturity and immaturity? 


First, the writer speaks of Immaturity and how it is seen in 

A. The ‘Undertaking’ of Spiritual Things

The writer speaks of them as being “unskillful” 

The word speaks of someone who is inexperienced 

Maybe you have gone in a store and when you were checking out, there was a trainee present 

Someone would be by their side telling them what to do

Immature Christians are like an inexperienced worker 

Why do certain Christians live and act as they do? 

They are spiritual babies 

The live like they are, inexperienced in the Christian life

Secondly, the writer speaks of spiritual maturity and how it is seen in -

B. The ‘Understanding’ of Spiritual Things

We have already seen how they lacked the ability to understand spiritual things because of their immaturity 

Now the writer describes how the mature are able to understand 

- The immature are characterized by “milk” 

- But the mature are characterized by “strong meat” 


The diet of a person says a lot about their spiritual maturity or immaturity 

Whereas, the immature need to learn the A.B.C’s of the Word of God, 

The mature feast on the deeper truths 

He speaks of the mature as being of “full age” 

These words literally mean full grown 

It is a word used for adults 

The immature are characterized as “babes,” 

The main point of the writer is that those who are mature have the ability to understand spiritual things  

He says that by “reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil” 

In the life of the mature, the things of God are observed and followed in their life 

The word “exercised” is a word that spoke of a runner training and practicing 

The idea is that the mature continue to learn and become skillful in observing the teachings of God’s Word 

Unlike the immature, they are able to understand what is right and what is wrong 



Within every Church there are those who are immature and mature 

There are spiritual babies and there are spiritual adults

The problem is that we have folks who think they are mature when they are not  

The problem is we have folks that have never progress beyond babes 

You don’t have to wonder who’s who 

They are revealed by their conduct 

Next week we are going to look at the Danger to these immature believers 


THE “STATE” OF SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY

THE “STAGES” OF SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY 

THE “SYMPTOMS” OF SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY
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