THE BOOK OF JUDGES #21
Turning the Foxes Loose – Judges 15:1-8
TURNING THE FOXES LOOSE

DATE: 5/4/2014 pm

TEXT: Judges 15:1-8

INTRODUCTION
 
Humor: There was this Quaker whose patience was tried. Quakers, as you know, are known for being passive. He was milking a cow. He got about half through when the cow kicked over the bucket. He quietly shook his head, picked up the bucket and started over. He had just about finished when the cow picked up her foot and deliberately put it in the bucket. He got a clean bucket and started again. This time she took her tail and swished it in his face. He quietly got up and walked around in front of the cow and looked her in the eye and said, “Thou knowest that I am a Quaker, thou knowest I cannot lose my temper. But if you don't stop, I am going to sell thee to a Baptist and he will beat the devil out of you.”

There are times when we want to get even, times when we want to retaliate 

When people do us wrong and mistreat us, our natural inclination is to get even 

When we are hurt we want to hurt the one who hurt us   

As we continue looking at the life of Samson, we see him retaliating against those who did him wrong 

In our text tonight we find Samson … 

“Turning the Foxes Loose”  

He does so as an act of revenge and retaliation 

I draw your attention to his words in v.7 – 

“Though ye have done this, yet will I be avenged of you, and after that I will cease” 

The word “avenged” speaks of a person holding a grudge and taking vengeance 

Samson was either ignorant of, or he ignored, God’s command in Leviticus 19:18 – 

“Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD”

The Apostle Paul said in Romans 12:19 – 

“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” 

Paul was quoting from Deuteronomy 32:35 where God said – 

“To Me belongeth vengeance, and recompence…” 

Vengeance may come Naturally, but it is never Proper  

Vengeance belongs to God and God alone   

Quote: Someone said - “When we ‘get even’ with someone, that is literally what we are doing—becoming even with them, that is, descending to their level in vengeance and losing whatever moral advantage we may have had” 

That’s so true 

When we seek revenge, we are acting just like the person who hurt us  

Quote: The Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antonius said - “The best sort of revenge is not to be like him who did the injury.” 

Let’s not stoop to their level 

Solomon said – It is the little foxes that spoil the vine 

Let’s pray and then look at Samson and his actions of Revenge 

~~~Prayer~~~

First, look at - 

I. THE “RAGE HE SHOWED”

Revenge always issues from someone’s anger 

We find that’s what’s happening with Samson  

To understand what is happening in chapter 15 we have to go back to chapter 14 
 
Judges 14:19 – “And his anger was kindled”

The word “anger” is interesting 

It helps us to understand how angry Samson was 

The word properly means nose or nostril 

When used in our context it describes a person breathing rapidly 

He was so mad, we might say; he was blowing smoke out his nose 

I can just see him 

He’s red in the face, his eyes glaring, his fists clenched, and his nostrils are dilating as he breathes rapidly 

It makes me think of an angry bull 

The word “kindled” speaks of lighting something on fire 

If you remember he had been tricked into giving the answer to the riddle 

When he realized what they had done, he began to boil 

He was more than just ticked off 

He was boiling with rage 

First, notice how - 

A. The Actions of His Anger Were ‘Uncontrolled’

The end of Judges 14:19 says - “And his anger was kindled, and he went up to his father’s house”  

If you remember, he had gotten married and was celebrating 

As a part of the celebration, he gave his guests a riddle with a wager attached to it 

The guest coerce Samson’s wife to get the answer 

After realizing he was tricked he stormed out, and headed back home 


The point is, Samson was so mad and so filled with rage that he is not acting rationally, but impulsively 

His anger is controlling him rather than him controlling his anger  

Someone can get so angry that they lose control of their emotions 

We Do things, and Say things, we normally would not do or say 

For example, the courts have different degrees of murder 

- Murder in the first degree is murder that is premeditated and deliberate 

- Murder in the second degree is murder with malice, but without premeditation and deliberation  

Cain is an example of someone who committed murder in the second degree 

Cain had been angry with his brother for some time 

He let his anger seethe in his heart until one day, when they were out in the field, Cain in a moment of rage killed his brother 

He let his anger build up until one day it exploded 

When we see Samson, we see him filled with anger 

He leaves his own wedding and heads home 


The Actions of His Anger were ‘Uncontrolled’ 

Furthermore, we see that -

B. The Actions of His Anger were ‘Unchangeable’ 

v. 1 - “But it came to pass within a while after, in the time of wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid; and he said, I will go in to my wife into the chamber” 

Over time, Samson cools down and begins to rethink his actions 

He returns and comes with a peace-offering 

He brings “a kid” or young goat 

Obviously, he wants to patch things up  

However, the last statement of v. 1 says – 

“But her father would not suffer him to go in”  

Samson’s Father-in-law will not let him see her, Why? 

14:20 says - “But Samson’s wife was given to his companion, whom he had used as his friend” 

When Samson had stormed off, her father had given her to one of Samson’s companions from the wedding 

v. 2 - “And her father said, I verily thought that thou hadst hated her; …

… therefore I gave her to thy companion”  

When Samson had run off, his father-in-law had assumed that he no longer wanted her, so he married her off to someone else 

Time has passed, Samson’s anger has subsided and he now wants to pick up where he left off 

But he can’t 

The Philistine girl that he had married was now married to someone else 

Her father said in v. 2 - “is not her younger sister fairer than she? Take her, I pray thee, instead of her” 

He offers Samson her sister, but that is not who he wants 

Samson had misbehaved badly, and try as he may … 

… he could not change the outcome of his actions 

The damage was done 

It was irreversible and unchangeable  

- In a moment of anger we can say something that we will later regret  

- We can act in a certain way that later we feel guilty about 

We can do things that down the road we wish we had never done 

However, we can never unsay what we said …

… or undo what we did 

We do irreparable harm to our Testimony 

We do irreparable harm to our Relationships  

Quote: Someone has said - “An angry man is again angry with himself when he returns to reason” 

We lose control in a moment of anger, but the harm that we cause may never be undone 

THE “RAGE HE SHOWED” 

II. THE “REVENGE HE SOUGHT”

Once Samson realized what is going on 

His Desire is for Revenge 

He has to get even for what they have done to him 

Look closely at the Revenge he Sought 

First - 

A. The Feelings He ‘Vented’

vs. 4, 5 - “And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took firebrands, and turned tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails” “And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go into the standing corn of the Philistines, and burnt up both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the vineyards and olives”


Samson caught 300 foxes (How, I don’t know?) 

He tied them in pairs, tail to tail 

Then he tied torches (“firebrands”) to their tails and turned them loose in the cornfields of the Philistines 

You can picture the foxes running like crazed and frightened creatures, spreading the fire  

Soon the whole field was ablaze 

The feelings of anger Samson possessed were Vented in setting loose the foxes  

- Revenge (might I say) is setting the foxes loose  

- Revenge is getting even with those who have done us wrong 

- Revenge is making the one who hurt us pay for what they have done 

It’s being so angry that you turn the foxes loose on the one who did you wrong 

Ill. There is a story in the history of America’s westward expansion that few know. It’s about a mountain man and trapper by the name of John Johnson. He was characterized in the Robert Redford movie entitled Jeremiah Johnson. He is most commonly referred to as Liver-Eating Johnson. In 1847 his wife was killed by Crow Indians. As a result, Johnson determined to seek revenge for his wife’s killing. So he went after the tribe that did it. When he killed a Crow, he would cut out the liver and eat it, so the Crow would know who it was that was responsible for the killing; Thus the name Liver-Eating Johnson. Eating the liver was a symbolic way of completing the revenge killing. His vendetta would last for twenty-years.

What would make a man go to such extremes, Revenge! 

With Samson, he vented his feelings by burning up the crops of those who did him wrong 

The Feelings he ‘Vented’ 

But there was also - 

B. The Feelings He ‘Voiced’
Notice in v. 3 how Samson justifies his behavior 

We read - “And Samson said concerning them, Now shall I be more blameless than the Philistines, though I do them a displeasure” 

The word “displeasure” means harm 

Samson intended to harm them 

He wanted them to pay for what they had done 

He claims that his behavior is justified 

He speaks of being “blameless” 

He is saying that he is absolved of all guilt for doing what he did 

I have found that people driven by anger most often convince themselves that it is alright when they take steps of Revenge 

I have heard people say - “Well, I am not going to let people run over me”


We may make ourselves feel better about the wrong we do, but wrong is always wrong 

It does not matter how we spin it, or seek to justify what we do 

As we saw in the beginning, vengeance is never our right 

Vengeance belongs to God and to God alone  

THE “RAGE HE SHOWED” 

THE “REVENGE HE SOUGHT”

Last of all, let’s think about -

III. THE “RESULTS HE SUFFERED”

When someone seeks Revenge, they never escape without personal consequences 

Quote: Louis XIV of France, said of the starving hordes who were clamoring for bread, “Let the people eat grass.” In a few years the people dragged his son to execution with his mouth stuffed full of grass. Vengeance always comes back to bite the person who was vengeful.

Quote: A Chinese proverb says - “He who seeks revenge, digs two graves” 

Quote: Someone else has said - “Revenge proves its own executioner”

Samson got Revenge but it was not without Consequences  

Let me point out 2  


First, there was - 

A. The ‘Defilement of a Life’

Let me go back to a verse I gave a few weeks ago that applies here 

The Bible says in Leviticus 11:27 - “And whatsoever goeth upon his paws, among all manner of beasts that go on all four, those are unclean unto you: whoso toucheth their carcase shall be unclean until the even”

The law of God declared that any animal that walked on paws was considered unclean 

They were not to be eaten, and especially, their carcass was not to be touched 

Foxes would fit into this category 

The instrument of Samson’s Revenge was an animal that was declared unclean 

Quote: It has been said that if you throw mud you always end up with dirty hands 

This is not the first time Samson has Defiled himself 

Samson has defiled himself in many ways 

Once again he comes in contact with that which has been declared unclean 

As a Nazarite, he was to especially be concerned about anything that would Defile his Consecration 

He throws mud and dirties his own hands in the process

Revenge always leaves us with dirty hands, or to be more specific, a dirty heart 

Revenge embraces such attitudes as: hatred, bitterness, and animosity 

These things Defile the heart 

Like Samson, we may reason that we are blameless, 

But Revenge always leaves us dirty 

Secondly, we not only see 

The ‘Defilement of a Life’ 

But also - 

B. The ‘Death of His Wife’

v. 6 - “Then the Philistines said, Who hath done this? And they answered, Samson, the son in law of the Timnite, because he had taken his wife, and given her to his companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her and her father with fire” 

Revenge always breeds others to act in Revenge

One of the big headlines in the inner cities is “Revenge Killings”  

The ones Samson sought Revenge against, sought Revenge against him 

They carried out their Revenge by burning his wife and her father to death 

Their actions remind us that Revenge always affects others 

I think of Hebrews 12:15 - “Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled” 

Take note of the closing words of Hebrews 12:15 – 

“thereby many be defiled”

The writer is saying that bitterness always affects others 

Samson carried out his Revenge but in the end, lost the very thing he wanted 

His wife! She became a consequence of his own vengeance 

We may want to hurt others, but we always end up hurting innocent people in the mean time  

Quote: Someone has said - “It costs more to revenge injuries than to bear them” 

Samson is a good example of the truth of that statement 

May we learn from his example 




THE “RAGE HE SHOWED” 

THE “REVENGE HE SOUGHT”

THE “RESULTS HE SUFFERED”

Page | 1 

Page | 12 


THE BOOK OF JUDGES #21

 

Page | 

1

 

 

 

TURNING THE FOXES LOOSE

 

 

DATE: 

5/4/2014 pm

 

 

TEXT: 

Judges 15:

1

-

8

 

 

INTRODUCTION

 

 

 

Humor:

 

There was this 

Quaker

 

whose patience was 

tried

. Quakers

, 

as you know,

 

are known for being passive

. 

He was milking a cow.

 

He 

got about half through when 

the cow

 

kicked over the bucket. He 

quietly shook his head, picked up the bucket and started 

over

. He had 

just about finished when 

t

he

 

cow

 

picked up her foot and deliberately 

put it in the bucket. He got a clean bucket and started again. This time 

she took her tai

l and swished it in his face. He quietly got up and 

walked around in front of the cow and

 

looked her in the eye and

 

said, 

“

Thou knowest that I am a Quaker, thou knowest I cannot lose my 

temper. But if you don't stop, I am going to sell thee to a Baptist an

d he 

will beat the devil out of you.

”

 

 

There are times when we want to get even, times when we 

want to retaliate 

 

 

When p

eople do us wron

g and mistreat us, our natural 

inclination 

is to get even 

 

 

When we are hurt we want to hurt

 

the one who

 

hurt

 

us 

 

 

 

 

As

 

we continue looking at the life of Samson

,

 

we see him 

retaliating against those who did

 

him wrong 

 

 

In 

our text tonight 

we 

find Samson … 

 

 

“T

urning the 

F

oxes 

L

oose

”

  

 

 

He does so a

s a

n act of revenge and retaliation

 

 

 

I draw your attention to his words in 

v

.

7

 

–

 

 

