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THE DISCIPLINES OF WISDOM   

DATE: 11/22/2015 pm 

TEXT: Proverbs 9:7-18 

INTRODUCTION

This is the last chapter before the book of Proverbs begins a series of pithy sayings which contrast good and evil

This chapter contrasts wisdom (good) and folly (evil) but in a more extended manner

In the first 6 verses we have seen Wisdom building a spacious house of 7 pillars, where she has prepare a great feast 

We looked at her House, her Hospitality and her Help 

Tonight we begin to look at the Disciplines of Wisdom in vs. 7-18 

Discipline is the ability to control and direct ones behavior 

Heeding to the Wisdom given by the Holy Spirit will enable you to do this

Let’s stand to read these verses and then pray and think on that Thought 

“The Disciplines of Wisdom” 

Read vs. 7-18 

~~~Prayer~~~ 


I. THE “CONFRONTING” – vs. 7-9

No one likes Confrontation (To confront, or be confronted)

But the day will come when you will be / or will have to  

When that time comes, what will be your Response? 

How will you handle it? 

When that time comes, the response to that need will vary greatly  (Depending on the situation) 

In vs. 7-9, the writer of Proverbs examines the Response to the use of Wisdom  

He gives us some wise comments on what you can expect and do in the use of Wisdom 

I can guarantee you will be glad that you prayed for Wisdom ahead of time / prudence 

James 1:5 – “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him”

A. The ‘Experience Required’ – v. 7, 8a  

“He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot” “Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee:” 

First, let’s look at 2 words here …



Reprove - to speak to somebody in a way that shows disapproval of something he or she has done

Rebuke - a reprimand or expression of criticism or disapproval

The Bible talks about 2 types of persons here 

First, the …

Scorner – a person who reacts to counsel with contempt or distain 

Haman’s attitude toward Mordecai in Esther 3:6 

King Zedekiah and his princes hated the prophet Jeremiah for telling them the truth in Jeremiah 38 

Then, the …

wicked man – someone with total disregard for justice, righteousness, truth, honor, virtue; is evil in thought and life; depraved; sinful; criminal

Malachi 4:1 – “For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch” 

The Bible says 3 things will happen when you try to correct certain types of people 

1. Shame – they will try to embarrass you  

2. A Blot – injury, they could try to hurt you  

3. Hatred – intense hostility 

Psalm 36:2 – “For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful”

The Scorner / Wicked man thinks his way is right 

Proverbs 18:19 – Someone “offended is harder to be won than a strong city: and their contentions are like the bars of a castle” 

These types of people don’t receive correction well 

The Wisdom is, knowing When or When Not to, correct someone  

Experience is the only means by which we will be able to know 

Proverbs 26:4, 5 –“Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him” “Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit”

My advice is don’t 

The lost don’t want to hear what you have to say 

Because, what you have to say is right (I hope)

Our tendency is to want to correct everything

(Now I’m not talking about giving out the Gospel) 

If you do correct this type, you will certainly find out who you are dealing with 

(Be warned, you may not like what you see!)   

B. The ‘Exhortation Heeded’ – v.8b 

“rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee”

The results of rebuking a Wise Man are quite different

Good people will not scorn a good message 

They will receive the message and honor the messenger 

We see an illustration of this in Peter's acceptance of Paul's rebuke 

After endorsing the principle that Gentiles did not have to become Jews in order to become Christians

That is, Christians are free from the Law as a system

Peter went back on his publicly-stated position 

He had withdrew himself when certain from Jerusalem came up to Antioch

This reversal of his position caused considerable consternation and concern in Antioch and Paul took Peter to task for his hypocrisy, inconsistency, and betrayal  

Galatians 2:11-14 …

Peter, being a wise man, accepted the rebuke humbly, loved Paul for it, and later spoke of him in terms of genuine affection 


II Peter 3:15 – “And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;”

Unfortunately my experience has been …   

Most churches reflect more the scorner mentality than the wise man mentality today  

The reaction of most church members to the message of the Bible is a negative reaction

C. The ‘Expectation Desired’ – v.9

We all have certain Expectations 

expectations - a confident belief or strong hope that a particular event will happen

For the Believer, it is that others will learn from God 

“Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning” 

Let’s look at 2 words here …

“Instruction” – to teach by way of example  

“teach” – the ability to impart knowledge 

We see 2 types of people here …




“The wise man” – is able to make sensible decisions and judgments on the basis of personal knowledge and experience, sensible, showing good judgment 

Proverbs 1:5 – “A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:”

“The just man” – fair and impartial, does in accordance with what is morally right, reasonable 

Proverbs 20:7 – “The just man walketh in his integrity:”

“integrity” - the quality of possessing and steadfastly adhering to high moral principles and standards

Proverbs 24:16a – “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again:” 

A just man is not perfect, neither are any of us 

But a just man as enough sense to …

-- Get up 

-- Get Right 

-- Go on  

The Bible says 2 things will happen when you try to teach these types of people

1. “he will be yet wiser” 

2. “increase in learning”

God just wants what is best for all of us 

THE “CONFRONTING”  

II. THE “CHARACTER” – vs. 10-12

Both the Rationale and the Reward of Wisdom are stated here in this section

A. The ‘Principle’ of Wisdom – v.10a

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom:”

We have seen this thru-out Scripture 

Proverbs 1:7 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction” 

Job 28:28 – “And unto man He said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding”

Psalm 111:10 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do His commandments: His praise endureth for ever”

True Wisdom is spiritual 

True Wisdom does not come from self-betterment  

But from honoring God and knowing truth about holy matters 

In our contemporary society we are so concerned with safety; 

… safety on the highway, safety in the home, security in old age 

We carry insurance for all these things, and we make sure our premiums are paid up 

And that’s the right thing to do 

But what about eternity? 

Why aren’t we making plans for that? 

Do we have insurance for that? 

How foolish it is to live this life without God! 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”

B. The ‘Profit’ of Wisdom – v.10b, 11 

1. We gain Understanding  

The teachable man learns that he who would really live must know the Word

“… the knowledge of the Holy is understanding”

Our understanding of God comes to us thru His Word 

The Saviour is the Living Word  

The Scriptures are the Written Word

2. We gain Long Life, Now and for eternity  


“For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased”

-- The Promise of Long Life is Given to Children

Exodus 20:12 – “Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee” 

Ephesians 6:1-3 – “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right” “Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)” “That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth”  

-- The Promise of Long Life was Given to Israel 

The promise of wealth, health, and a long life was part of the Old Testament covenant with Israel 

Deuteronomy 28:1-14 …

-- The Promise of Long Life is Given to the Believer in the New Testament as well

In the New Testament, which views everything from the resurrection side of the cross, death is no longer a threat   

So length of days in terms of a long natural life is no longer as important 

The promise of a long life on earth is replaced by the certainty of eternal life 

Although the Jews had a hope of Heaven 

Hebrews 11:10 – “For he (Abraham) looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God” 

They really looked for their blessings in this life  

They were, and are, God's Earthly People 

The blessings that dominated their thoughts were material, physical, temporal, and conditional

As Spirit filled believers living in the church age, 

We are God's Heavenly People 

Our focus is not on the land but in the Lord 

Our blessings are spiritual, heavenly, eternal, and unconditional 

The Old Testament related everything to a place 

The New Testament relates everything to a person  

Under the Old Testament covenant the Jew had to be in Canaan 

Under the new covenant the believer is to be in Christ 

All our blessings are in Him 

It was right and proper that God should promise long life to an earthly people 

… who were obedient and faithful 

But because of Calvary we are seated with Christ in the Heavenlies and we can look beyond this life to the life to come 

Before Calvary a Hebrew was entitled to expect long life on earth, if he lived according to God’s divine wisdom  

Made clear to him in the Old Testament Scriptures  

Our perspective, our wisdom, is higher, holier, and happier than his 

The ‘Profit’ of Wisdom 

C. The ‘Personalness’ of Wisdom – v.12 

“If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it”

Wisdom is either received or rejected on a personal level 

It is not something that someone else does for you 

No one can live my life for me; I cannot live your life for you 

We make our own decisions, for better or for worse, and we live with the consequences, good or bad 

You cannot be wise for me; I cannot be wise for you 

A wise man can give us sound advice and share the benefit of his knowledge, experience, and accumulated wisdom, …

… but he cannot make us take his advice

“A man persuaded against his will is of the same opinion still” 

1. The People Profiting from Wisdom 

Sometimes the Bible uses the word “nevertheless” to indicates that good advice has been given but not taken 

For example, the word is used in the story of the twelve spies in Numbers 13

v.28 - “Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there”

It was Caleb and Joshua who said we are well able 

v.30 – “And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it”

2. The People Punished because of a lack of Wisdom

The Bible tells us that the majority of the people believed the report of the 10 

Numbers 14:10a – “But all the congregation bade stone them with stones” 

Caleb and Joshua’s advice was sound

“If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself:”

But their advice was spurned

The majority said … 

Number 14:2 - “Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt!” … “or would God we had died in this wilderness!”

God gave them what they ask for (Be careful) 

Numbers 14:29 – “Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you, according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured against Me”

“but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it”

THE “CONFRONTING”  

THE “CHARACTER” 

III. THE “COUNTERFIETING” – vs. 13-18 

Evil likes to look good in order to pass as such, and thus gain more victims  

The last section of this chapter shows evil counterfeiting itself  

Since Wisdom was personified as a woman in v.1, 

“her,” “she” in the first part of the chapter, 

…so evil is also characterized in the Female gender 


Part One of the book of Proverbs closes with Solomon's fifth and final portrait of a Foolish woman 

Having described the Discipline of Wisdom, he said …

“A foolish woman is clamorous: she is simple, and knoweth nothing” 

She may have a pretty face, but she has an empty head 

She may have physical appeal, but that is all she has 

Any man forced to live with her would soon become bored with her 

Her interests are shallow 

Clothes and cosmetics, to fashion magazines and gossip columns, to trash and trivia

A. The ‘Character’ –v.13 

“A foolish woman is clamorous: she is simple, and knoweth nothing” 

3 things are said about the Character of this woman 

1. She is “foolish” 

Psalm 14:1 – “The fool hath said in her heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good” 

Proverbs 14:1 – “Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands” 

“Plucketh” - The word means to pull down in pieces 

It describes something being taken apart little by little until nothing is left 

This woman breaks down her house with her selfish attitude, her uncontrolled temper, her neglected management and her lack of support for her husband 

2. She “is clamorous:”

Clamorous – demanding attention, loud, noisy, angry 

This clamorousness is like rock and rap music

It’s like fingers on a chalkboard  

3. “she is simple, and knoweth nothing” 

Sin is not wise but (excuse me) … stupid 

She does not portray wisdom but wickedness 

Some think they are so clever and know-it-all 

But they are only corrupt and fooled 

B. The (Non) ‘Construction’ – v.14 

“For she sitteth at the door of her house”

There is no mention of her building her house, as in 

v.1 – “Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars:” 

No 7 pillars here 

Proverbs 14:1a – “Every wise woman buildeth her house”   

No laborious work, just ease, luxuriousness, and wantonness 

Her house is like the one built on sand in Matthew 7 

This counterfeit fails to duplicate the house of wisdom 

C. The ‘Calling’ – vs.14, 15 

If you remember, Wisdom sent out invitations to call people to her feast 

The wicked woman of folly also calls to others to take of her wares 

1. The Site of her Calling – v.14

“For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high places of the city,”  

She occupied the places where there were the most people and the greatest possibility of persuasion

They advertise on TV, internet, in magazines on shelves in stores etc. 

Her invitation was given to the same people as were solicited by Wisdom

2. The Shamelessness of her Calling – v.15 

 
“To call passengers who go right on their ways:”

These words indicate people who were minding their own business  

They were Not looking for trouble / But it was looking for them 

Wickedness would detract from righteousness by advertising right next to it / No shame 

She is shameless 

She calls out to those who pass by 

Many avert their eyes and stoically keep on their way

But other are caught in her siren snare  

D. The ‘Communication’ – vs. 16, 17

This is what she Says to them  

“Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: and as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him,” “Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant”

As we close out chapter 9 we see a clearly discernible, planned, and deliberate contrast between Wisdom and Wickedness

Both are out on the streets 

Both can be seen in the high places soliciting … 


… those who pass by to come to their respective houses

But none of what she says is true, it is all a lie 

E. The ‘Condemnation’ – v.18 

This is what she Doesn’t Say to them 

“But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell”

CONCLUSION


THE “CONFRONTING” 

THE “CHARACTER” 

THE “COUNTERFIETING” 



“THE DISCIPLINE OF WISDOM” 

Is to Discern between Good and Evil 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hebrews 5:14 – “But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil”


















Page | 1 

WWW.CORNERSTONEBIBLEBAPTISTCHURCH.COM
Page | 19 

