THE BOOK OF JUDGES # 22
Sad Confessions – Judges15:9-12 
SAD CONFESSIONS

DATE: 5/11/2014 pm 

TEXT: Judges 15:9-12; Hebrews 12:15 

INTRODUCTION  

On one occasion Jesus said to the Pharisees … 

Matthew 12:34 - “O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” 

Simply put, Jesus was saying, what you talks about is what’s in his heart  

Whatever’s in the heart, is revealed by the mouth 

If we’ll listen to a person talk, we’ll learn what is important to them 

We’ll learn what they believe and how they feel 

As we continue looking at the life of Samson 

I want to look at 3 statements that are made in our text 

I want to call these statements “confessions” 

Because, in making these statements, they allow us a look into the heart   

The background to these statements are found in v. 8 

“And he smote them …and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock Etam” 

(review what has happened in vs. 1-8)

The expression “he smote them hip and thigh” describes a wrestler, taking down his opponent 

We’re not told how many, but we’re told it was a “great slaughter” 

Afterwards, we’re told that he retired to “the top of the rock Etam” 

The word “top” is a reference to a cave in the rock, a natural stronghold 

I Chronicles 4:32 speaks of Etam as being located in the area occupied by the tribe of Simeon 

Perhaps Samson went there just to get away 

But more than likely, he expected retaliation from the Philistines  

And if he was expecting retaliation, he wasn’t disappointed 

v. 9 - “Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and spread themselves in Lehi” 

The Philistines were not about to let Samson get away with what he had just done

The phrase “spread themselves” speaks of coming in great numbers 

How many, again, we don’t know 


There’s no doubt, several thousand – v.15 

It was their turn to get even 

With this setting, I want to draw your attention to 3 statements (or Confessions) made here 

2 of these confessions are made by the children of Israel and 1 is made by Samson 

Let’s pray and then look at these 3 Confessions

In what I’m calling …

“Sad Confessions from the Rock Etam” 

~~~Prayer~~~

Let’s begin with the first Confession made by the children of Israel
 
In this first Confession we see …

I. A “BOUND LIFE”

This large number of Philistines showing up, caused some consternation in Israel  

v. 10 - “And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against us? And they answered, To bind Samson are we come up, to do to him as he hath done to us” 

There is no doubt a great amount of Fear here  

Even though they were told that they had not come for them, but Samson  

There was still fear that they might take their anger out on them 

Somehow they knew where Samson was 

So we read in v. 11 that - “three thousand men of Judah went to the top of the rock Etam” to talk to Samson 

3000? Really, Why? (Do you think they were afraid of him?)

It’s in their conversation with Samson that we have the first statement that I want to consider 

They said to Samson in v.11 - “Knowest thou not that the Philistines are rulers over us?”

What a tragic confession - “We are ruled by the Philistines” 

Think about what they are saying… they’re saying -   

A. Their Life is ‘Dominated by The Enemy’

The word “rulers” describes how they were under the Domination of the Philistines 

What a tragic state for God’s people to find themselves, 

Dominated and Controlled by their enemy 

The children of Israel had once lived in Egyptian bondage 

But God had delivered them and brought them “out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand” - Exodus 32:11b  


- He had brought them out of Egypt and into the land of Canaan, the Promised Land 

- He had brought them out of a life of being overcome 

To a live a life as overcomers 

When they confessed to being ruled by the Philistines... 

They confessed to living beneath their spiritual privilege as God’s children   

God did not bring them out in order to be dominated by the enemy 

He brought them into the land of Canaan that they might live victoriously over the enemy

The Philistines represent our spiritual Enemies 

A believer is always living beneath their spiritual privilege when they are living a life that is dominated by the world, the flesh, and the devil  

Romans 8:37 -“we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us” 

I John 5:4 - “For whatsoever is begotten of God overcometh the world, and this is the victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith” 

II Corinthians 2:14 - “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ” 

The Bible is very clear, that as Believers, we can live victoriously, 

Rather than Dominated by our spiritual enemies 

Quote: Someone has asked - “Should a Christian expect and experience constant triumph, every day and all day, over sin and self? Is the victorious life really practical, or is it just an attractive subject for conference gatherings and an in interesting topic for discussion? Is it merely a pet theme for extremists and fanatics, or is there actually a sane, Biblical experience of practical triumph within the reach of every believer, irrespective of temperament, circumstances, environment, or changing times and conditions?”

The answer to that question is YES! Absolutely YES! 

No believer has to live ruled by the Philistines of this life   

We can, and should, live victoriously over them 

Rather than Dominated by them  

Their confession not only spoke of … 

A Life ‘Dominated by the Enemy’  

But also -

B. A Life ‘Displeasing to the Lord’

There was a Cause for the children of Israel being ruled by the Philistines 

In Leviticus 26, God made it clear what would happen 

Leviticus 26:14, 15, 17 -“But if ye will not hearken unto Me, and will not do all these commandments; And if ye shall despise My statutes, or if your soul abhor My judgments, 

… so that ye will not do all My commandments, but that ye break My covenant…I will set My face against you, and ye shall be slain before your enemies: they that hate you shall reign over you”

God’s promise was that if they obeyed His commandments, He would protect them from their enemies and be their defense  

On the other hand, if they disobeyed Him, He would allow their enemies to overcome them 

The children of Israel were ruled by the Philistines because they had not hearkened unto the voice of God 

When we began our study of Samson we looked at Judges 13:1 which plainly states the reasons why the Philistines were ruling over them 

“And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years” 

They had displeased God and He took His hand off them

If we do not honor God in our life and obey His Word 

We will find ourselves dominated by the world, the flesh and the devil 

Sin always leads to Slavery 

Disobedience always ends in Domination 

If we are not living in victory; sin is always the reason 

If we are pleasing the Lord in all we are, we can expect to overcome the spiritual enemies of our soul 

The Confession they made was -  

“Knowest thou not that the Philistines are rulers over us?” 

WHAT A “SAD CONFESSION” 

IT’S THE CONFESSION OF A “BOUND LIFE”  

Now, let’s look at the second confession that is made  

This one is made by Samson 

It’s the Confession of - 

II. A “BITTER SPIRIT”

The men of Judah asked in v. 11 - “what is this that thou hast done unto us?” 

Notice Samson’s response  

“And he said unto them, As they did unto me, so have I done unto them” 

In our last study we saw how the actions of Samson were motivated by Revenge 

First, He set the fields on fire because he lost his wife

Then he kills the Philistines who killed his wife and father-in-law  


The Bible tells us in v. 8 he - “smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter”  

He had let them know his intention in v. 7 - “Though ye have done this, yet I will be avenged of you” 

The anger and bitterness he held in his heart is revealed in the statement - “As they did unto me, so have I done unto them” 

He says - “They got what they deserved” 

Samson’s confession is that of someone who possessed a Bitter Spirit 

What he had done, had not been motivated by carrying out God’s plan of judging the Philistines, 

But rather by the selfish agenda of getting even with them  

It has been well said that what life does to us depends a great deal on what life finds in us 

Samson as been going downhill spiritually 

Considering the attitudes he has previously demonstrated, 

It’s not surprising that we find such a Bitter Spirit 

If we are not careful, when something goes wrong, it can leave us with a Bitter Spirit 

Bitterness greatly affects our relationship not only with others, but also with God 

Let’s look at Hebrews 12:15 where we are warned … 

“lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled” 

First, let’s think of - 

A. The ‘Germination’ of Bitterness 

The writer of Hebrews speaks of bitterness “springing up” 

The words carry the idea of germination or growth 

At first there is only a seed in the ground 

That seed germinates and springs up as it’s nourished  

The rain falls and the sun shines on it 

The same is true of bitterness 

If we dwell upon what has been done to us, keep thinking about it, rather than laying it before the cross, 

It’ll only grow and grow until it manifests itself in a heart filled with bitterness 

Quite often when we have been done wrong it consumes us 

It’s all we think and talk about 

It’s constantly on our mind 

This only allows bitterness to germinate or spring up in our heart 


We must treat any mistreatment or wrong-doing as a weed in the garden 

We must pluck it up by the roots 

We must treat bitterness as an enemy of our heart 

Just as we would, a weed, to a healthy and beautiful lawn or garden 

If we water it and fertilize it, it will grow until it takes over our heart

The writer of Hebrews speaks of this when he describes

The ‘Germination’ of Bitterness 

He speaks of that “bitterness…springing up and troubling us” 

This is …
 
B. The ‘Agitation’ of Bitterness

The word “trouble” speaks of how bitterness disturbs, distresses, and troubles us 

It will create great Agitation of heart 

Bitterness pushes out good things such as joy and peace, 

And fills the heart with anger, revenge, and hatred 

Where once there had been joy, now there is nothing but a restless and disturbed heart 

Quote: Dr. S.I. McMillan in his book None of These Diseases gives a vivid description of a heart filled with bitterness. He writes: “The moment I start hating a man, I become his slave. I can’t enjoy my work any more because he even controls my thoughts. My resentments produce too many stress hormones in my body and I become fatigued after only a few hours’ work. The work I formerly enjoyed is now drudgery. Even vacations cease to give me pleasure … the man I hate hounds me wherever I go. I can’t escape his tyrannical grasp on my mind. When the waiter serves me porterhouse steak with French fries, asparagus, crisp salad, and strawberry shortcake smothered with ice cream, it might as well be stale bread and water. My teeth chew the food and I swallow it, but the man I hate will not permit me to enjoy it … the man I hate may be many miles from me, but more cruel than any slave-driver, he whips my thoughts into such frenzy that my innerspring mattress becomes rack of torture.”

Bitterness always Destroys the one who is bitter 

It, as Dr. McMillan said, makes us a slave to the one who hurt us 

Bitterness allows that person to continue hurting us 

It is obvious that Samson was a man filled with rage over what had been done to him 

His actions, although used of God to carry out his purposes, were the actions of a man who was filled with nothing but feelings of revenge 

When he carried out his revenge, his response was, they only got what they deserved 

What a Sad Confession on his part 

What a Sad Confession on our part if we feel the same 

In that last statement we not only see …

The Confessions of - 

A “BOUND LIFE” 

A “BITTER SPIRIT”   

But also the Confession of - 

III. A “BARREN SOUL”

The 3rd statement is found in v. 12 

“And they said unto him, We are come down to bind thee, that we may deliver thee into the hand of the Philistines” 

Notice very carefully the reason the 3000 men of Judah came to the top of the rock Etam 

It’s made clear in their statement - “We are come to bind thee, that we may deliver thee into the hand of the Philistines”

Perhaps this statement is as much a commentary on the spiritual Barrenness of their soul as any that has been made to this point 

What does it say about them? 

First, notice - 

A. Their ‘Alliance’

When it was learned that the Philistines had come to capture Samson, 


The men of Judah, Samson’s own people, Aligned themselves with the Philistines 

Quote: As Warren Wiersbe said - “This is the only time during Samson's judgeship that the Jews mustered an army, and it was for the purpose of capturing one of their own men!” 

- What a sad commentary on the spiritual barrenness of their soul

- What a tragic confession on their part that they were aiding the enemy 

It’s always sad when those who name the name of Christ join with our enemies and enter into their activities and participate in their purposes and plans 

(Deprogramming for independent Baptist) 

Perhaps what causes the greatest damage to the cause of Christ are those who profess to be Christians but practice anything but a Christian life  

Humor: I think about a man who got up in a revival meeting and said - “I've not been what I ought to be, I've robbed & stole things, I've gotten drunk, I've told lies, I've cursed with my tongue, but thank God there is one thing I have never done. I've never lost my religion”

That’s the kind of religion that gives a black eye to the cause of Christ 

When we Align ourselves with the enemies of Christ, it is a commentary of a heart that is spiritually Barren

Their ‘Alliances’   


Lastly, we see -

B. Their ‘Defiance’

We know Samson is not spotless or without fault  

But none-the-less he was the man God had appointed to be their deliverer  

Obviously, the men of Judah cared less who and what Samson was  

To bind him and turn him over to the Philistines was an act of Defiance 

It was a Rejection of what God wanted to do for them 

There is so much that God wants to do for His people 

To reject His Purposes for our life reveals a lot about the condition of our heart 

- It reveals how utterly spiritually barren our soul is 

- It says that the spiritual has no place in our life 

- It declares that we have no room for God 

I see this Sunday after Sunday 

You put before the people of God, the Claims of God  

And it goes in one ear and out the other 

It is as if there is no concern or care about what God asks 

There is a deaf ear or dead heart, I am not sure which 

But there is definitely Defiance to the things of God 

It’s like they say - “My life is mine, I will do with it what I want”

What Sad Confessions we find on the rock Etam!

What Sad Confessions we find in Churches today!  


A “BOUND LIFE” 

A “BITTER SPIRIT”   

A “BARREN SOUL”
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