THE BOOK OF GALATIANS #22            
Walking Faithfully – Galatians 5:22, 23  
WALKING FAITHFULLY    

DATE: 2/17/2016 Wed.   

TEXT: Galatians 5:22, 23 

INTRODUCTION

As we continue to study the Book of Galatians chapter 5 and the thought of Walking in the Spirit and what it means

We come to the 7th virtue in the Fruit of the Spirit … Faith    

Faith takes God at His Word 

It is a … “God said it, and that settles it” … kinda Faith 

Faith does not question God 

There are no other grounds upon which to approach God 

There is no other avenue by which to live the Christian life 

It is all of Faith and nothing else 

Hebrews 11:6 – “But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him”

God never requires that we understand His Plan and Purposes … just that we Obey Him 

We should need no explanations  

II Corinthians 5:7 – “For we walk by faith, not by sight” 


Galatians 3:11 – “The just shall live by faith”

This again, is a word that requires action 

It is a Faith that produces Faithfulness 

Faith is often tried, but true faith endures regardless of the circumstances 

James 1:3 – “Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience”

The trials and tribulations of this world do not stop the Faithful 

II Thessalonians 1:4 – “So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:”

The Thessalonian believers had suffered a great deal of persecution for their Faith 

However, they had Faithfully endured the persecution and remained true to God 

Jesus said in Revelation 2:10 – “be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life”

Faith asks no questions, requires no explanations, and fears no consequences …it simply believes and obeys 

Faith is not only believing regardless of evidence, it is obeying regardless of consequences 

The word Faith is used 3 different ways in Galatians 

Galatians 1:23 refers to Faith in context of the Gospel

Galatians 3:14 refers to the Faith for salvation 

And our text refers to Faithfulness in fulfilling our Christian Duties 

Faithfulness is the Christian character produced by the presents of the Holy Spirit in a person’s life 

He enables us to be Reliable and Dependable 

There seems to be a short supply of Faithfulness today 

However, the Holy Spirit wants to make us Trustworthy and Reliable 

Faithfulness is doing our duty until our duty is done 

Every Genuine servant of God has been a Faithful servant 

Including the Lord Jesus Himself 

Hebrews 3:1, 2 – “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;” “Who was faithful to Him that appointed Him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house”

Let’s stand to read God’s Word and then pray

And think on this thought tonight 

“Walking Faithfully” 


~~~Prayer~~~ 

First, let’s look at …

I. THE “FAITHFULNESS” OF GOD 

If we are going to be able to be Faithful, it is because God is Faithful first 

God is always Previous 

II Timothy 2:13 – “If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful: He cannot deny Himself” 

He will always remain Faithful … even when we are not

And I’ll tell you what, I’m so glad He is!

(I’m so ashamed of my attitude at times)   

A. Faithful in Who He is 

God’s Attributes consist of such things as His Justice, Immutability, Omnipotence etc. 

Be assured, God is always Faithful in them 

Hebrews 10:23 – “Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for He is faithful that promised;)”  

Hebrews 11:11 – “Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised”

Deuteronomy 7:9 – “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, He is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love Him and keep His commandments to a thousand generations;”

1. He is Faithful during Temptation 

I Corinthians 10:13 – “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it”

2. He is Faithful during Trails

II Thessalonians 3:3 – “But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil” 

Jude 24 – “Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,”   

I Peter 4:12-14 …

Ill. Here’s a cute story in regards to God’s Faithfulness. A mother and her little 4 yr. old were preparing to retire for the night. The child was afraid of the dark, and asked the mother to stay with her. When the light was turned out, the child caught a glimpse of the moon through the window. “Mother”, the child asked, “Is the moon God’s light?” “Yes”, said the mother. The next question was, “Will God turn out His light to go to sleep?” The mother replied, “No, my child, God never goes to sleep” Then in child-like faith, the child responded, “Well, as long as God is awake, there is no reason then that the both of us should stay awake” 


Knowing that God is Faithful, in all that He is …

Should be a reassurance to us 

And will enable us to be Faithful as well 

Faithful in Who He is 

B. Faithful to His Word 

The Bible is our sole source for all we believe 

God has declared that His Word is greater even than His name 

Psalm 138:2 – “I will worship toward Thy holy temple, and praise Thy name for thy lovingkindness and for Thy truth: for Thou hast magnified Thy Word above all Thy name”

Psalm 119:86a – “All Thy commandments are faithful…” 

Psalm 119:89 – “For ever, O LORD, Thy Word is settled in heaven” 

THE “FAITHFULNESS” OF GOD 

II. THE “FERVENCY” OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

 Fervency – is showing passionate enthusiasm 

I’ve found throughout my walk with the Lord that most people are Fearful and not Faithful / Fervent 


Not that at times we aren’t all a little reluctant / hesitant 

But when someone is Fearful, it causes them to Freeze

The Faithful are always pushing ahead, trusting God 

Despite the Circumstances  

A. God ‘Requires’ Faithfulness 

Proverbs 20:6 – “Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?” 

God does not require talent 

He only requires our Faithfulness 

I Corinthians 4:2 – “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful”

1. In the Work place 

Colossians 3:23 – “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;”

2. To our Families 

Ephesians 5:25, 26 –“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it;” “That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word” 

Colossians 3:21 – “Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged”


3. In our Stewardship 

Luke 16:10-12 - “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much” “If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?” “And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your own?”

What the Lord is saying here is … as we are Faithful with this world’s goods (paying our bills on time, staying away from extensive debt etc.) 

We will be Faithful in spiritual matters as well 

4. In Church Attendance 

Hebrews 10:25 – “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching”

Some folks change churches like they change underwear 

I’ve often thought … What difference does it make which church you stay home from? 

B. God ‘Produces’ Faithfulness 

It is only as we yield to the Holy Spirit’s leading that we learn to become faithful 


Again, I’ve found that some of the littlest things prevent people from being Faithful 

So when someone is not Faithful, that is an indicator that they are not being led by the Spirit of God

Galatians 5:16 – “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh”

Romans 6:13 – “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God”  

The word “yield” means to continually give way to God 

The Holy Spirit is in our lives to make our character more like Jesus 

Faithfulness is the disposition of the Holy Spirit

THE “FAITHFULNESS” OF GOD 

THE “FERVENCY” OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

III. OUR “EXAMINATION” FOR FAITHFULNESS 

One day we will be Examined / Judged for our Faithfulness

Luke 18:8 – “I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”  

I Corinthians 4:2-5 …

A. We all Have Different Opportunities 

Matthew 25:14-21 …

The Truth is this …

The talents in this parable show that unequal gifts, if used with equal Faithfulness, will be equally rewarded 

We all have Different Opportunities 

B. We all will be Examined According to our Faithfulness 

Matthew 25:19 – “After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them”

We are not Called to be successful;  

We are Called to be Faithful 

Revelation 2:10 – “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life”

Revelation 12:11 – “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death” 

CONCLUSION

Faithfulness is not always easy, but knowing that, Christ has still called us onto Faithfulness

We have the Holy Spirit to accomplish this 

Perhaps, if we would just keep in mind the ultimate goal is to please the Lord … 

We would find it a little easier to remain Faithful in those most difficult of times 

Do you know the result of the Faithful Servant? 

Matthew 25:21 tells us – “His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord”  

God has called us unto Faithfulness and He has given us the indwelling Holy Spirit to accomplish it 

We need to Walk in the Spirit that we might not fulfill the lusts of the flesh 
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