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DATE: 3/9/2016 Wed.   

TEXT: Galatians 5:24-26

INTRODUCTION

Christianity is so flawed today that most so-called believers haven’t a clue as to what it means to Walk in the Spirit 

They have no idea that they even have a New Nature and a Old Nature 

Colossians 3:9, 10 – “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;” “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him:”

Galatians 5:16 – “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh”

The spiritual life is not something we contrive, but it is something God gives 

After listing the nine characteristics of the Spirit-led Christian Paul says in v. 23 “against such there is no law”

These are qualities or Virtues that cannot be legislated by our own works 

Producing acceptable fruit and pleasing God is impossible by the works of the flesh 

However, if we will Walk in the Spirit, … 

By the power of the indwelling Spirit, as we surrender to Him … 

We will produce this fruit and walk so as to please God

Let’s stand to read God’s Word and then pray 

And think on this simple thought tonight 

“Our Spiritual Life” 

vs. 24-26 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. OUR “POSITION” – v. 24

The first half of v. 24 says – “They that are Christ’s…”  

This is referencing those who are saved and now belong to Christ 

Our Position is where we stand, our standing before God 

This is … 

A. A Statement of ‘Ownership’ 

1. We were Purchase By Christ 

I Corinthians 6:19, 20 – “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” 


“For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's”

There is a distinction made between “they that are Christ's” and they that are not 

The believer belongs to God 

We are “bought with a price”

I Peter 1:18, 19 – “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;” “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:”

Not everyone who claims they are a Christian, is  

The liberals teach the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man 

There is no such doctrine 

Jesus said to the lost – “Ye are of your father the devil” – John 8:44

Matthew 7:21-23 …

Someone must be born again to be a child of God

We’ve Been Purchase By Christ

2. We are now In Christ 

II Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new”

Ephesians 2:13 – “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ” 

So what does it mean to be “In Christ”?

We need to go back to Chapter 3:26-28 to find out?  

Paul is reminding the Galatian Believers of their new identity since they placed their faith in Jesus Christ  

To be “baptized into Christ” means that they have now identified themselves with Christ  

Having left their old sinful lives and fully embracing their new life in Christ

To be In Christ is to be Identified with Him

A Statement of ‘Ownership’ 

B. A Statement of ‘Position’ 

1. A Position of ‘Victory’ 

Although the negative influences like the Old Nature, the World and the Devil still exist 

They should no longer Dominate our Lives 

Romans 6:14 – “For sin shall not have dominion … 

…over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace”

Colossians 2:20 – “Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances”

II Corinthians 2:11 – “Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices”

Galatians 5:17 – “For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would”

2. A Statement of ‘Finality’

v. 24b - “…have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts”  

Paul explains that everyone who is In Christ has been crucified with Christ 

Galatians 2:20 explains it best …

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me”

The old nature is like a chicken with its head cut off 

It has been dealt a death blow, however it …

… continues to flop around the barnyard until its last nerve is stilled 

OUR “POSITION” 

II. OUR “PROMPTING” – v. 25

“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit”

The Spirit led Christian is exactly that (Spirit Led)  

Our marching orders come from God (His Word) 

A. We ‘Live in’ the Spirit 

Romans 8:10 – “And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness”

We may be in the Flesh Geographically, but not spiritually 

Spiritually we are in Christ 

Ephesians 1:3 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:” 

This is our Standing or Position and it does not change 

That is … IF you are in Christ 

Not only do we Live In the Spirit 

But we are also …

B. ‘Led By’ the Spirit 

Galatians 5:18 – “But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law”

If we are being led by the Spirit, then we don’t need to be under the Law 

Because the Spirit will guide us in what is right, good and true

And we will then … 

C. ‘Walk in’ the Spirit 

Since we are no longer slaves to sin we can walk a new course in life

1. A Guided Walk 

John 16:13, 14 – “Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will shew you things to come” “He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you”

2. A Worthy Walk 

Colossians 1:10 – “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;”



Ephesians 4:1-3 – “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,” “With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;” “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 

We need to watch out for any person or ministry that claims to be led by the Holy Spirit but acts contrary to the Word of God 

And beware of any movement whose sole focus is on the Holy Spirit and the gifts 

The Holy Spirit will always point to Jesus Christ and not Himself 

“for He shall not speak of Himself”

OUR “POSITION” 

OUR “PROMPTING” 

III. OUR “PRACTICE” - v. 26 

“Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another”  

Someone once wrote that the person who is truly led of the Spirit must be willing to wait as well as to go and to be prepared to be silent as well as to speak 

A. Humility – v.26a 

“Let us not be desirous of vain glory” 

Putting others first is a priority with God 

Paul warned the Philippians about this when he said, 

Philippians 2:3 – “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves”

[bookmark: _GoBack]To put others first is a work of the Holy Spirit and is completely contrary to depraved old nature 

The sin of being “desirous of vain glory” is a sin which causes a lot of trouble among Christians 

The phrase “vain glory” speaks of self-conceit and arrogance 

It describes someone who tries to appear as something more than he is 

It is like Simon in Acts 8:9 who went around “... giving out that himself was some great one:”

Vain glory is the sin of setting oneself above fellow Christians 

It is the sin of over estimating one's self-worth 

Paul warned in Romans 12:3 – “For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith”

This is nothing more than Pride 

Vain glory results in ...

B. Hurtfulness – v.26b 

“provoking one another, envying one another”

It is a fleshly work that promotes jealously and envy 

It leads to disruption and disunity 

It is a sin driven by pride and man thinking more highly of himself than he ought to 

Rather …

1. Forgive one another 

Ephesians 4:32 – “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you”

2. Rejoice with other 

Romans 12:15 – “Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep”

3. Don’t hold Offenses against others 

Ephesians 4:31 – “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:”

CONCLUSION

God expects every Christian to be Spirit-filled 

One who is filled with the Spirit will exhibit the fruit of the Spirit 

We are either walking in the flesh or in the Spirit 

The choice is ours 

Galatians 5:16 – “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh”
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