THE BOOK OF JUDGES #25 
Our Besetting Sin – Judges 16:1-3 
OUR BESETTING SIN

DATE: 6/8/2014 pm 

TEXT: Judges 16:1-3; Hebrews 12:1 

INTRODUCTION
 
The last few messages about Samson have been encouraging 

But, that is short-lived as we enter Judges 16  

We again find him falling back into the same sins that had disappointed us earlier  

You could say that it is the same song, second stanza, but still off key 

We are often reminded that Samson’s life is an example of what could have been  

Having been chosen of God to deliver Israel … 

Samson was a skeleton of what he should have Been  

I believe that God equips every believer to serve Him according to His will for our life  

Yet, sadly, many, if not most, will live their whole Christian life without realizing what God could have done with them and through them  

Our Churches are full of Christians who have no idea what God’s will is for them 

(And in most cases, nor do they care)  

They will never fulfill their God-given purpose 

Although most people have vast potential and could do extraordinary things   

Yet most people won’t  

They just sit in front of the TV and treat life as if it will go on forever

The will of God gives every believer the vast potential to …

- Do things they otherwise never could have done 

- To be a person they normally could have never been  

Yet many believers will never realize what they could have done for God (until they get to heaven) 

Judges 16 again will show why Samson will never live up to his vast potential

And if not careful, why we may never reach our potential    

Let’s look at 3 reasons why

Let’s pray and then look at “Our Besetting Sin”

~~~Prayer~~~

First, let’s look at …

I. THE “PROBLEM SAMSON EXEMPLIFY” 

v.1 - “Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there an harlot, and went in unto her” 

This is the 2nd X we see Samson having woman problems  

The First was the woman in Timnath (14:1), and now a harlot in Gaza 

v. 1 exemplify a statement made by the writer of Hebrews in 12:1 – 

“let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us” 

The writer of Hebrews is describing -

A. A ‘Distinct’ Sin 

1. You will note that the writer speaks of “the sin” 

It is a definite article indicating one particular sin  

Sin can come to us in many forms   

But in Hebrews 12:1 the writer is talking about a particular sin 

He is describing the one that seems too dominate   

2. This “sin” seems to be a particular sin 

In Samson’s case, his Besetting Sin was women  

The lust of the flesh was the one particular sin in which he was the weakest 

As for us, this one sin may vary from person to person 


- What may give me the most trouble may not be a real problem for you  

- What gives you the most problem may not really be a struggle for me 

3. Whatever the sin though, 

We need to realize and remember that there is an area in which we are susceptible and vulnerable  

It may have its roots in the life we lived before we were saved or just a part of our makeup   

But none-the-less there is “the sin” that we must constantly and carefully guard against 

The writer describes this sin as not only 

A ‘Distinct’ Sin   

But also - 

B. A ‘Defeating’ Sin 

1. It’s describes as “the sin that so easily besets us” 

“besets” – means to be affected by, harassed, surrounded and overwhelmed 

This sin is the sin that easily and quickly trips us up as we run the race of life  

This statement is talking about the sin that so easily entangles us or causes us to stumble  


It entangles our feet and causes us to fall 

2. This sin is our Nemesis

Something that continues to oppose us and cannot easily be defeated  

It is the one thing that keeps knocking us down  

I’ve known people who have sought God for deliverance   

They were sincere and there was not a ounce of hypocrisy in their sorrow and repentance  

They ask God to forgive them and then go on  

But then, that same sin pops back up   

There are dozens of areas in which they have no problem, 

But this one thing keeps tripping them up and bringing them down

I’m so thankful for Proverbs 24:16a – “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again:” 

3. We saw Samson and the woman at Timnath and all the problems that it caused   

Then, for a short time we saw him try to live right  

But now again, we find a woman bringing him down  

Women were Samson’s Besetting Sin  

4. As long as we are in this body of flesh 

We will have problems with the flesh  

That is why it is indispensible that we walk in the Spirit  

Galatians 5:16 - “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” 

When the Spirit of the Lord came upon Samson he was victorious   

When he walked in the flesh he fulfilled the desires of the flesh 

5. The same is true for all of us  

If we walk in the Spirit we will not walk after the flesh

Every day we must kneel at the cross and die to the flesh and walk in the strength and power of the Spirit 

We must die to self to be able to walk in the Spirit 

Galatians 2:20 – “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” 

Ill. In Greek Mythology, Achilles was the son of King Peleus, Achilles was the greatest, bravest, and most handsome warrior in his army. The story is told how, has a child, Achilles was dipped by his mother into a river with magic powers.  

Achilles became invulnerable in every part except his heel. The small part untouched by the water was vulnerable. It was in the heel that Achilles was struck by an arrow and killed.

We all have our “Achilles heel” 

A ‘Distinct’ and ‘Defeating’ Sin 

It is that area in which we are most vulnerable  

It’s Our Besetting Sin 

It’s that problem area of our life  

We not only see …

THE “PROBLEM SAMSON EXEMPLIFY”

But also - 

II. THE “PERIL SAMSON ENCOUNTERED”

v. 2 - “And it was told the Gazites, saying, Samson is come hither. And they compassed him in, and laid wait for him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying, In the morning, when it is day, we shall kill him” 

When Samson yielded to his flesh and went into the harlot at Gaza it placed him in great danger

When we yield to the flesh it always exposes us to certain dangers  

When we find Samson in Gaza we find him about 45 miles from his hometown in the southernmost city of the Philistines  

Someone may wonder why Samson was so far from home?  

Did he think that he would never be recognized and that no one would know about his sin? 

Whatever the case, the enemy learned of his presence and sought occasion to kill him 

As we look at the actions of the enemy we can glean a couple of lessons about the spiritual enemy that every believers faces  

First, there is - 

A. The Enemy’s ‘Methods’ 

1.  v.1 says that Samson - “saw there an harlot” 

He put himself in a place that exposed him to his besetting sin and he wasn’t long before he found himself yielding to that temptation 

He entered into the path of the wicked and was soon tempted   

When we put ourselves in tempting situations  

We are only asking for trouble 

2. We read in v.2 that the Gazites - “laid wait for him all night” 

The enemy of the Believer; is the world, the flesh, and the devil 



They are constantly watching and waiting for an opportunity to attack us  

They are waiting for us to let our guard down 

Again, Samson was in a place where he should not have been  

He was in Gaza, a stronghold of the Philistines  

When we go to places that we should not be 

We open ourselves to the threat of being attacked by the enemy  

Proverbs 4:14, 15 - “Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men” “Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away”                

Psalms 1 …

3. As well, we read that the Gazites “were quiet all night”  

The enemy does not always make his presence known 

He’s stealth, he flies under the radar   

The enemy is very deceitful  

Sin is so subtle that is makes us think there is no danger  

Sin says - “No one will ever know,” or “nothing will ever happen” 

Sin is always quiet about the consequences

Numbers 32:23 – “Be Sure your Sin will find you out”

Those as just some of the ‘Methods’ of the Enemy  

Next, when it Comes to the Perils we Encounter 

We are reminded of - 

B. The Enemy’s ‘Motive’ 

1. Their motive is made quite clear in the words 

At the end of v. 2 - “we shall kill him”  

They wanted to get rid of him … for good  

2. The spiritual enemies of the believer want more than just to slap us around  

They want to destroy our testimony and our ability to be an effective witness for the Lord  

The Bible says in Romans 6:23 that “the wages of sin is death” 

The price for sin is always death  

Sin will try to make you think it will make you happy 

But in the end it always brings death  

If Someone names the name of Christ they are the target of the Enemy                                                                                                    

It brings death to a joyful heart, a peaceful soul, a happy marriage, an effective ministry, and a admirable testimony 

They will watch and wait until the opportunity arises to destroy you

THE “PROBLEM SAMSON EXEMPLIFY”

THE “PERIL SAMSON ENCOUNTERED”

Last of all we see -

III. THE “PROMISE SAMSON EXPERIENCED”

We cannot avoid temptations 

Matthew 18:7 – “…for it must needs be that offences come;”  

But we do not have to be a victim of temptation  

God has given us a wonderful promise that even in the face of temptation we can be victorious  

I Corinthians 10:13 - “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it”

Temptation is a common experience for all believers 

But God always provides a way of escape that we may overcome temptation  


As in previous situations, we have seen how God mercifully delivered Samson  

Once again, we see God, in spite of Samson’s foolish ways, delivering him from the enemy  

There are a couple of final lessons we can learn here

First, there is - 

A. A ‘Consciousness’ of the Danger 

v.3 - “And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight” 

For some reason, Samson doesn’t sleep 

Somehow he was aware or sensed that he was in danger  

I can only imagine it was God warning him 

For whatever reason, Samson is conscious that something is up  

1. The first step in defeating temptation is a consciousness of temptation  

Sad is the day when we get to the place where we are numb to sin and the enticement to sin  

The Bible speaks of it as a conscience “seared with a hot iron” in I Tim. 4:2  

The idea is getting to the place where we are numb to the influences and effects of sin 

2. When we feel the first pull of temptation 

That is when we must act  

Quote: I think it was Moody who said  – “we cannot stop a bird from flying over our heard, but we can prevent it from building a nest in our hair” 

The moment we start having those thoughts and feelings is the moment we must take steps to prevent ourselves from yielding to temptation 

It is moment when we need to look for the way of escape 

It is the moment we must be aggressive in prayer and faith! 

The problem though, is we are Scripturally ignorant 

Matthew 21:42 – “Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures”

Matthew 22:29 – “Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God”

John 5:39 – “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of Me”

II Peter 3:5 – “For this they willingly are ignorant of, … the Word of God

3. The phrase “a way of escape” in I Corinthians 10:13 

Is formed by the definite article and a singular noun 

In other words, there is only one way of escape  

What is that way? 

The promise is - “God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able” 

God Himself is our way of escape  

As we Look to Him, Cry out to Him, and Depend on Him 

We are able to escape and overcome the temptation that threatens us 

Through Him that is Faithful

II Thessalonians 3:3 – “But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil”  

A ‘Consciousness’ of the Danger

 Through the faithfulness of God we see -  

B. A ‘Conquering’ of the Danger

We read that Samson “took the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of an hill that is before Hebron” 

Here we have described another great display of the strength that Samson possessed 



Samson lifted the doors off their hinges, pulled up the posts that held them, as well as bars that braced them, put them on his back and carried them 35 miles away, and that mostly uphill  

Again, by the strength that was given him by God he was delivered from the danger that he faced  

Once again, God in His mercy delivered Samson

CONCLUSION 

There is a lot to learn from the mistakes and failures of Samson  

There is also a lot to learn from his deliverances  

It is only by God’s power and strength that we can overcome our enemies  

Romans 8:37 declares “more than conquerors through Him that loved us” 

May we learn from both the good and bad in Samson’s life 
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THE “PERIL SAMSON ENCOUNTERED”

THE “PROMISE SAMSON EXPERIENCED”
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