THE BOOK OF PROVERBS #25          
The Words of Wisdom – Proverbs 10 
THE WORDS OF WISDOM    

DATE: 4/3/2016 pm  

TEXT: Proverbs 10: 6, 11, 13, 14, 31, 32 

INTRODUCTION

The last time we looked at the Book of Proverbs we were in Chapter 10 

This chapter marks the beginning of the next major section of the Book of Proverbs 

To this point, the focus has largely been philosophical, addressing the benefits of wisdom versus the bitter consequences of sin 

Now, the book becomes more practically focused, 

Emphasizing the stupidity of sin and the wisdom of righteousness 

The focus on practical righteousness increases  

Whereas in the first nine chapters of the book, there has been some continuance of context; 

Now, the format becomes largely lengthy lists of often unrelated proverbs or wise sayings 

The one thread of continuance found throughout, however, is the wisdom of doing what is right and the folly of sin

First, we looked at the Subject of Wealth found here


Tonight we continue in chapter 10, but this time we will be discussing the subject of Words 

The Bible, as a whole, has a lot to say about our Words, our Mouth, and our Talk 

Talk reveals our character, or lack of it 

What comes out of our mouths is an indicator of what is already in our hearts 

Matthew 15:11, 18, 19 – “Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man” “But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man” “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:”

Therefore we need to be careful what we let in 

Because what we let in, never goes away easy 

This won’t be the last time we will look at this subject 

Let’s pray and think on this thought tonight …

“THE WORDS OF WISDOM”  

~~~Prayer~~~ 

First, let’s look at …

I. “VIOLENT” WORDS – vs. 6b, 11b, 14b 


As we draw near to the end of the age we see society becoming ever more violent 

(personal vindictiveness, random shootings, street gangs, riots, Isis etc.) 

The Bible said it would be that way, II Timothy 3:1-5 …

The contrast here is between the talk of the righteous and the talk of the wicked and their outcomes 

Righteous talk produces blessings, but wicked talk brings judgment 

The phrase “Violence covereth the mouth of the wicked” 

… is repeated twice here 

Not only does it speak of the evil words of the wicked 

But also of the judgment that comes upon the wicked for their evil mouth

Violent words are …

A. ‘Fierce’ – v. 6b

People who are violent are often Fierce / aggressive / intense

“violence covereth the mouth of the wicked” 

“the Wicked” – godless / no concern for /with/or about God 


“Violence” - the use of physical force to injure somebody or damage something

“Covereth the mouth” – could mean several things

-- They could refer to Deception 

The words of the wicked seek cover, to keep anyone from finding out their evil intention 

A smoke screen  

-- These words could refer to a Description  

Violence is characteristic of all the wicked say and do 

Their lips and lives are centered in and covered by violence  

-- These words could further refer to Disgrace 

The violence of the wicked will come back as judgment on them and shut their mouths one day in silence and shame 

‘Fierceness’ 

Violent words are …

B. ‘Furious’ – v. 11b 

Violent people are often Furious, extremely or violently angry / Which often leads to Death 

In contrast …

“The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life:”

Again we see the same phrase …

“violence covereth the mouth of the wicked” 

When something is repeated it is done for emphasis 

The Holy Spirit want to make a point / importance 

Proverbs 22:24 – “Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go:”

Proverbs 29:22 – “An angry man stirreth up strife, and a furious man aboundeth in transgression”

‘Fierceness’ 

‘Furious’

C. ‘Failed’ – v. 14b 

The thought is simple 

Wise men keep their mouths shut / Fools don’t  

Though we might know something, there are times when it is better to not say anything 

Fools open their mouths and blab only to show they are fools 

A big mouth leads to trouble 

“the mouth of the foolish is near destruction”

“near”  - A lot closer then he thinks / realizes 

“the Mouth of the foolish” 

This does not refer to someone who has no intelligence 

But someone who speaks without first thinking or without thoughtful consideration 

They blurt out what they cannot take back  

They say things better left unsaid

The unthinking, unrestrained mouth of the foolish says the wrong things and sooner or later they get them in trouble 

Failure to tame the tongue causes trouble

“VIOLENT” WORDS  

The darker it become the brighter our lights should show 

II. “VENOMOUS” WORDS – vs. 18, 31b, 32b 

Venomous – Poison, malice, spite or vicious hostility 

The Character of Venomous Words 

A. ‘False’ Words  – v.18 

“He that hideth hatred with lying lips,” 

It is bad enough to hate, but to lie about it makes it worse 

(politicians know what this is all about)

“and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool” 

A Slander is a false statement meant to damage someone reputation 

God calls both acts … foolish / despicable 

B. ‘Froward’ Words – vs. 32b, 31b 

1. “the mouth of the wicked speaketh forwardness”

People are what they are 

And the Bible says that out of the heart the mouth speaketh 

Froward – is someone difficult to deal with, stubbornly disobedient or contrary, distorted   

The warning is …  

2. “the froward tongue shall be cut out”

People will one day be judged for their Distorted views 

“VIOLENT” WORDS  

“VENOMOUS” WORDS

III. “VERBOSE” WORDS  - vs. 8b, 10b, 19a  

Verbose means Wordy / over doing it 

A. A Prating Fool – vs. 8b & 10b 

Again we have a phrase repeated very close together 

“a prating fool shall fall” 

Remember this is done to show emphasis / important 

The first half of v.8 says – “The wise in heart will receive commandments” 

Meaning a wise man will accept orders 

Implied is, that a fool will not

A Fool doesn’t like to be told what to do  

Furthermore, a Fool will do nothing but complain when given orders 

The word “prating” literally refers to someone’s lips 

“Prating” – means to talk in a silly way and at length about nothing important 

The thought is how fools are mouthy 

And their mouth gets them in trouble 

The phrase “shall fall” actually has the sense of being thrown down

A person who continues to back talk over orders given winds up being thrown out (of a job or even worse)  


B. A Multitude of Words – v.19a 

“In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin”

The more you say the greater the opportunity to put your foot in your mouth 

Solomon warns against having too much to say 

In talking too much there is the danger of exaggeration 

As the time is stretched out there is the possibility of stretching the truth 

There is also the danger of stealing time from others which they could put to more profitable use

“The talk of the lips leadeth only to penury” / poverty   

Too much talk is like bobby pins: their plentiful supply makes them cheap 

The more one talks the more opportunity there is to say something wrong and cause regret 

Remember, one day you will give account of ever idle word 

Matthew 12:36 – “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment”

“VIOLENT” WORDS  

“VENOMOUS” WORDS

“VERBOSE” WORDS  

Lastly, we have …

IV. “VIRTUOUS” WORDS  - vs. 13a, 31a, 32a 

Virtuous – high moral integrity 

When Solomon uses the words “lips” & “mouth”

He is letting us know that a wise person thinks out what he says 

Virtuous Words are …

A. ‘Prudent’ – v.13a

“In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found”

Prudence – having good sense in dealing with practical matters, carefully considering consequences 

Words are valuable, let’s not just throw them out  

Virtue is valuable, though many seem to reject it 

“Understanding” – the ability to separate things out 

It speaks of discernment 

It knows what is necessary and concentrates on it 

Those who have understanding know when to speak and when to be silent 

They know What to say, How to say it and When to say it 

Thought, always precedes, talk 

A person who possesses understanding may “speak his mind, but he minds what he speaks”

Virtuous Words have …

B. ‘Perception’ – v.31a

Perception is again the ability to discern 

And then to … bring forth wisdom 

“The mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom”

The “just” person is a saved person  

They’ve been justified by the Finished work of the Cross 

Romans 3:24-26 …

The virtuous person uses God’s Wisdom 

Taught to him by the Holy Spirit 

Virtuous Words are …

C. ‘Pleasing’ – v.32a

“The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable:”


Because they know & walk with the Lord 

What they have to say is Appropriate and Appreciated 

It is Pleasing and Profitable 

Abigail knew what was right and restrained David from doing wrong in I Samuel 25:25-32

The words of the just are welcomed / pleasing 
 
CONCLUSION

There is an old saying – A Word to the Wise is sufficient 


“VIOLENT” WORDS  

“VENOMOUS” WORDS

“VERBOSE” WORDS  

“VIRTUOUS” WORDS  

What kind of Words will you use? 
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