THE BOOK OF GALATIANS #26          
A Restorative Church – Galatians 6:1 
A RESTORATIVE CHURCH   

DATE: 3/16/2016 Wed.  

TEXT: Galatians 6:1 

INTRODUCTION

We now come to the last chapter of the Book of Galatians 

In Chapter 5 we have seen Paul applying the work of the Gospel to the Believer’s True Liberty 

Now in Chapter 6:1-10 we will see the Consequence of our Liberty / Freedom in Christ / The Gospel of Grace 

It is the Practical application of our Life in Christ 

Galatians takes a stand against work-based salvation

The Legalists were starting to infiltrate the churches  

Believers are not servants working for their salvation

But rather servants working out their salvation 

Our text tonight can help every Believer, every home, and of course, every local church 

For the mature believer, their focus should be on helping a lost world reconcile with Christ / soul winning 

II Corinthians 5:18 – “And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;”


But some of our time will also be spent helping those who are struggling in their Christianity / Discipleship 

The Local church is a body of Believers 

This concept assumes that we are to be of one mind and have a concern for one another  

It’s not God’s will that anyone fall / or go off into sin

But the truth is, it happens / And when it happens, how are we to handle it?   

So Paul teaches us how to properly response in times when a church member fails 

Again this verse assumes that someone who has failed will be repentant 

A church cannot restore someone who will not repent 

Luke 3:8a – “Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, …” 

So let’s stand to read God’s Word and pray 

And think on this thought tonight 

“A Restorative Church” 

Galatians 6:1 – “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted” 


~~~Prayer~~~ 

First, we see …

I. THE “REALITY OF FAILURE”  

“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault …”

The word “brethren” is found over 200 times in the NT 

It is a term that is applied to those who are born into the family of God / Born again 

Yes, the tragic possibility of failure does exist in a Christian’s life 

No believer is a 100% fail proof 

Here we see that it is possible for a Christian to be “overtaken in a fault”

I Corinthians 10:12 – “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” 

A. The ‘Affronts’ of Satan 

Satan is always looking to bring harm to God’s people by overwhelming them in temptation or catching them in a vice 

I Peter 5:8 – “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” 
 


The word “overtaken” means overwhelmed by or caught up in 

Sin will always catch us off guard / blind-side us  

Numbers 32:23 says “…be sure your sin will find you out” 

Those who have been “overtaken” are Christians who fall into sin / not necessarily on purpose 

That is Why it is so important to Walk in the Spirit

The ‘Affronts’ of Satan  

B. The ‘Aftermath’ of Temptation 

The word “fault” carries the idea of trespassing or crossing the line

Again the folks Paul is talking to here have a profession of Faith 

They have heard the gospel and have received Christ as Saviour 

Yet they are “overtaken” and have fallen away 

Many of them where faithful to church 

They used to – 

Faithfully attend / Some even preached / Others taught in Sunday-School / Some ushered / Some sang 


But at some point they were “overtaken by a fault” 

Let’s not forget that our God is the God of the second chance and he wants erring Christians restored

THE “REALITY OF FAILURE” 

II. THE “RESTORATION OF FORGIVENESS” 

To Restore means to bring something back to an earlier and better condition

As Believers we are to Restore Fallen Christians to God’s original intent for their lives

We do this by offering forgiveness

3 thought here …  

A. The ‘Prerequisite’ – The Who  

“… ye which are spiritual”

Here is the requirement for those who want to help the backslider 

The job isn't for just anyone; rather, it is for those who are spiritual 

What does it mean to be spiritual? 

Paul has already given us the answer

1. Someone who is walking in the Spirit – 5:16 


2. Someone not practicing the works of the flesh as described in 5:19-21

3. The fruit of the Spirit is evident in our life – 5:22, 23 

The point is, we cannot restore someone to a Spiritual walk if we are not walking in the Spirit

Romans 15:1 – “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves” 

The ‘Prerequisite’

B. The ‘Process’ – The What 

“… restore such an one” 

As I said earlier, the word “restore” is a powerful and picturesque word  

It carries the idea of repairing, mending and returning to a former state 

It was a word that was commonly used to describe the setting of broken bones 

The word implies care and healing 

A broken bone does not heal instantly 

The setting of a broken bone requires much wisdom and work 



Restoring a fellow believer will involve hard work, care and time (accountability) 

Jesus restored Peter after he had denied Him

Working with him, specifically after His resurrection 

Mark 16:7 – “But go your way, tell His disciples and Peter that He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you” 

The angel singled out Peter - Why? 

Peter had fallen (He denied the Lord) 

John 21:15-17 … “Lovest thou Me?” 

Jesus also restored the woman taken in adultery 

Jesus forgave her and restored her through His Compassionate love 

It is not your and my place to pass judgement on these people!  That’s God’s place

The Christian Army is the only army in the world that shoots its wounded! 

II Corinthians 2:7 – “So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow” 

We should not add more guilt to the fallen 


Only the Holy Spirit can convict someone of sin 

Our job is to love and Restore them 

The ‘Process’  

C. The ‘Prudence’ – The How 

“… in the spirit of meekness”  

There is a caution here 

We have already learned that meekness is a fruit of the Spirit 

“Meekness” is someone who is contained and gentle 

It does not mean that we are to be a wimp 

Jesus was meek, but He stood for truth while at the same time reaching out to the hurting 

We must be meek, but at the same time we cannot compromise the truth in order to appeal to the backslider 

Let us also remember that it is not our job to punish the erring believer, but to help him up 

We are to get him back on his feet and back in God's will 

-- Help the sinner recognize his sin 

-- Help restore the sinner to fellowship 

Ill. A pastor related this story about a young man who after getting saved strayed from the Lord. After the young man was restored, the pastor asked him what being away from the Lord was like. The young man said it seemed like he was out to sea, in deep water, deep trouble, and all his Christian friends were on the shore hurling biblical accusations at him about justice, penalty, and wrong. But there was one brother who actually swam out to get me and would not let me go. I fought him, but he pushed aside my fighting and grasped me and brought me to shore. By the grace of God, he was the reason I was restored. He would not let me go!  

THE “REALITY OF FAILURE” 

THE “RESTORATION” OF FORGIVENESS” 

III. THE “REASONING OF THE FAITHFUL”  

Isaiah 1:18 – “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: …”

God wants us to use Reason, the ability to think thru something, based on truth 

In the case of Restoration, there should be … 

A.  The ‘Consideration’ 

“…considering thyself,”

We must take extreme caution when we deal with erring brethren 

Every one of us is inclined to the snags and snares of sin 

It is easier for us to get drawn into their sin than for us to draw them out 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We must be careful / not prideful 

The word “considering” means to weigh the possibilities before deciding 

I Timothy 4:16 – “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee”

We must all be diligent to continually guard our own purity 

B. The ‘Caution’ 

“lest thou also be tempted”

1. Don’t think it can’t happen to you 

Proverbs 16:18 – “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall”

2. The Bible is littered with the lives of the fallen 

I Corinthians 10:11, 12 – “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come” “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall”

3. Our reliance needs to be again on the Lord 

Galatians 5:16 – “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh”



I Corinthians 10:13 – “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, Who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it”

CONCLUSION

We all fight the flesh and its many temptations 

The reality is that we will all fail at some point in our Christians lives 

To what extent we fail, is up to you 

If we are walking (daily) in the Spirit, the failures will be less pronounced

… Because you have asked the Holy Spirit to guard against them

Because we are sensitive to our own battles, we needs also to realize that others are struggling as well 

Therefore we need to be quick to forgive and help Restore those around us 

We need to mend them up, that they may be useful to Christ again 

And in the process to be careful of our own personal walk with God 

Considering that we can be tempted as well   


Let’s all of us determine to be A Restorative Church 


THE “REALITY OF FAILURE” 

THE “RESTORATION” OF FORGIVENESS” 

THE “REASONING OF THE FAITHFUL”  
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