THE BOOK OF JUDGES #26 
Hitting Bottom – Judges 16:4-21
HITTING BOTTOM

DATE: 6/22/2014 pm 

TEXT: Judges 16:4-21

INTRODUCTION 
 
We are nearing the end to our studies in the Book of Judges

We have been going through this Book by looking at the lives of the individual Judges

The last Judge we are looking at is Samson   

In the closing scenes of Samson’s life we are reminded that if you play with fire, sooner or later you will get burnt 

As the old-timers used to say - “the chickens always come home to roost” 

Time and time again we have seen Samson going down 

If you keep going down, sooner or later you are going to hit bottom 

In this, our next to last study, we see Samson finally doing that …

“Hitting Bottom” 

If there is one thing that we have seen demonstrated in the life of Samson; it’s God’s mercy 

How merciful God has been to Samson! 


And that over the course of more than twenty years 

(15:20) … 

God had been extremely merciful to this man 

-- Failure has been quite common in Samson’s life  

-- Failures that often put him in precarious positions 

Yet, God in His mercy intervenes and delivers him 

Moses declared in Deuteronomy 4:31 - “(For the LORD thy God is a merciful God;) He will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which He sware unto them”  

Perhaps no other single character of the Bible better portrays this Truth than Samson

“For the LORD thy God is a merciful God”

Job 11:6 states - “Know therefore that God exacts of you less than your iniquity deserves”

Thank God we don’t always get what we deserve 

Just think if we did

We have to say with the Psalmist in Psalm 57:10 - “For Thy mercy is great unto the heavens”  

God was very patient and merciful with Samson 

Yet, there comes a time when God’s patience and mercy reaches a limit 

God had shown His mercy to Samson numerous times and that mercy had delivered Samson from certain death 

However, Samson failed to learn from God’s mercy …

Instead, he insists on living a selfish life  

A life that led to repeated violations of his vow  

Time and time again God showed mercy and delivered him, 

But there came a day when God did not step in and show His mercy 

Instead, he allowed Samson to reap the consequences of his actions 

Samson had gone down time and time again, and one day, he hit bottom 

Let’s pray and then begin our final walk with Samson 

Let’s think on this thought – 

“Hitting Bottom”  

~~~Prayer~~~

I. THE “LOVE THAT WAS DESCRIPTIVE OF” SAMSON

v. 4 - “And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah” 

What a Descriptive statement of Samson – 


“he loved a woman” 

We are now introduced to the 3rd woman that played a major role in Samson’s life  

As we have seen in the past, Samson’s greatest weakness were women  

They were his besetting sin  

They were the major reason for the constant downward spiral  

Now understand, it was not wrong for Samson to be in love with a woman  

Love between a man and woman is a God-given blessing  

In the beginning of time God said - “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him” (Gen. 2:18) 

Love between a man and woman are a part of God’s plan for the human race 

A love for a woman is not wrong  

But in Samson’s case, it seems that his love was often misplaced   

In the case of the woman at Timnath, it was more lust than it was love  

Also, his was often a case, of loving the wrong woman  

-- The 1st woman was a Philistine  

His marriage to her was strictly forbidden by God  

-- The 2nd was a prostitute, need I comment  

-- The 3rd woman is the only one of the 3 that we know by name  

We know little about her except that she was from the “valley of Sorek” 

This was an area near the hometown of Samson and was inhabited by both Jews and Philistines  

Whether she was a Jew or Philistine, is uncertain  

I tend to believe that, because of her association with the Philistines, she was a Philistine 

Her race is not important, though  

It’s her Actions and Attitudes that are  

She was certainly not the kind of woman that Samson should have let himself fall in love with  

The Bible says in I Corinthians 15:33 - “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners” 

In other words, if we associate with evil people, that evil will rub off and we tend to began to act like them 

The heart of Samson’s problems lay in the fact that he loved that which had been forbidden by God  

The heart of most problems in the Christian life is in loving things that God has condemned  

Look at what the apostle John says …

I John 2:15 - “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him”  

The love that Samson had for Delilah reminds us of 2 things 

First - 

A. A Love that is ‘Worldly’

Quote: Warren Wiersbe gives us this definition of the world - It “is Satan's system for opposing the work of Christ on earth. It is the very opposite of what is godly and holy and spiritual.” 

The world is a system of unholy Pleasures, Practices, and People that live and walk contrary to God’s holy commands  

Behind this system is Satan  

He is called the “Prince of this world” in John 12:31 

He is the great evil influence behind the world 

God’s command is that the believer is not to love this world or any of the things that are in the world  

However, there are many who name the name of Christ yet are still in love with the world  

Like Samson, it is a love that which has been forbidden and condemned by God 



Quote: A. W. Tozer said - “Christianity is so entangled with the world that millions never guess how radically they have missed the New Testament pattern. Compromise is everywhere. The world is whitewashed just enough to pass inspection by blind men posing as believers, and those same so-called believers are everlastingly seeking to gain acceptance with the world. By mutual concessions men who call themselves Christians manage to get on with men who have for the things of God nothing but quiet contempt.” 

Tozer was right 

Our Churches are full of people who sit on pews Sunday after Sunday and smile like saints yet live no different than the sinners around them the rest of the week  

I once heard someone say that you could tell what a person really loves by two books they keep - their checkbook and datebook  

What we do with our time and money tells it all 

When you consider that so little of our time and money is given to God, 

It is obvious that our greatest love is not on things above us, but rather on things around us

A Love that is ‘Worldly’ 

The love that Samson had for Delilah also reminds us of - 

B. A Love that is ‘Wanting’

Again, it was not wrong for Samson to love a woman  


What was wrong, was the woman he loved  

It would seem that the Jewish women didn’t appealed to him  

The love he had for an evil Delilah and the other women in his life … 

… Revealed a lack of love for women of true character

Again I John 2:15 - “If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him”  

John pulls no punches and makes it plain that if a love for the world is present; a love for God is absent  

If we are in love with the world and the things of this world, 

We do not love God with all our heart, soul, and mind 

A Christian is someone who belongs to Christ, 

And may I say, in their entirety  

Quote: Let me quote Tozer again - “the great majority of evangelical Christians, while kept somewhat in line by the pressure of group opinion, nevertheless have a boundless, if unavoidable secret, admiration for the world.” 

To have such an admiration for the world is like a husband or wife being unfaithful to their spouse 

Moses spoke of the wholehearted and single love that God’s people are to have for the Lord … 



He said in Deuteronomy 6:5 - “And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might” 

What’s interesting is …

Jesus, echoing the words of Moses in Mark 12:30 - 

“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment”

Our God is a jealous God; He will not share His children’s love with an ungodly world  

Neither Moses nor Jesus called for a casual love for God  

-- He is to be loved with all that we are  

-- It is a love that has no rivals  

-- A Christian is not to love the world! 

-- If so, our love for God is wanting  

One of Samson’s major problems was the love he had for those who were prohibited by God  

If only he had loved correctly, what a different story his life would have been 

Secondly, we not only see 

THE “LOVE THAT WAS DESCRIPTIVE OF” SAMSON 

But also - 

II. THE “LAW THAT WAS DISOBEYED BY” SAMSON

Perhaps the story of Samson and Delilah is the best known part of Samson’s life  

-- Movies have been made about their relationship  

-- It has been the subject of writers and composers  

The scene of Samson having his hair cut is perhaps the best-known in the entire Bible

It is right up there with Noah, Moses, David, Jonah etc.    

I once heard a message on getting a haircut in the devil’s barbershop  

Not a bad title for the story 

Everything that we see happening finds it roots in Samson’s broken vow  

Let’s look a little closer at the story  

First, there is - 

A. Delilah’s Interrogation – vs. 5 - 18

v.5 - “And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may bind him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver” 

1. The “lords of the Philistines” were the chief rulers of the Philistines 

Most likely the men that ruled over the 5 main cities they occupied 

…Philistia, Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, and Gath 

After all the havoc Samson had caused these people, 

The “big-guns” decided something had to be done  

He had been a thorn in their side long enough  

2. They come up with a plan to learn the secret of Samson’s strength  

They approached Delilah to find that secret  

These lords knew already where Samson’s weakness laid, though not his strength 

Samson’s reputation for being putty in the hand of a pretty woman, I’m sure was well-known  

If they where to find out the secret to his strength, 

… Using a woman was their best chance 

3. They each offered Delilah “eleven hundred pieces of silver,” for a total of 5,500 shekels 

They were making her an exorbitant offer if she succeeded  

At today’s prices, this amount would near 1 Million $ 

How could she pass that up! 

4. They inform her that their aim is not to kill Samson, 

But “bind” (capture) and “afflict” (torture) him  

She begins to try and get Samson to tell her his secret  

We see this on 4 different occasions has she interrogated him about where his strength was 

Samson was deceptive in his answer on the first 3 occasion, 

But finally gave up his secret on the 4th 

Let’s look at how Delilah tries to get Samson 

5. We read in v.6 - “And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee” 

On this 1st occasion she simply asked him what the secret of his strength was  

His answer was … v.7 - “If they bind me with seven green withs that were never dried, then shall I be weak, and be as another man”  

There are different ideas as to what these “withs” are

a. One commentary refer to them as tendons from an animal freshly slaughtered 


b. Another said they refer to green bowstrings or tent cords 

The same Hebrew word is used for the same elsewhere in the Scriptures (Job 30:11; Ps. 11:2) 

Whatever it means, it was not the answer that revealed the secret of his strength  

We read in vs. 8, 9 - “Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green withs which had not been dried, and she bound him with them. Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. And she said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he brake the withs, as a thread of tow is broken when it toucheth the fire. So his strength was not known”

6. Delilah knew that Samson had deceived her so she tries again 

And on the 2nd occasion  

We read in v.10 that - “… Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou mightest be bound” 

This time she is more intense in finding the answer  

She tells Samson she knows that he lied to her the first time  

Yet, he tells her another lie 

We read in v.11 – 

“And he said unto her, If they bind me fast with new ropes that never were occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as another man”

This time he tells her that if he is bound with new ropes that had never been used, then he would be as any other man 

We read in v.12 - “Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him therewith, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And there were liers in wait abiding in the chamber. And he brake them from off his arms like a thread” 

Samson snapped them as if they were nothing 

I wonder what happened to those Philistines?  

7. On the 3rd occasion you can sense the built up of anger in Delilah’s words 

v.13a - “And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: tell me wherewith thou mightest be bound”  

Yet, he lies to her again, v.13b - “And he said unto her, If thou weavest the seven locks of my head with the web” 

He tells her that if she would take the seven locks 

(apparently Samson wore his hair in braids) 

And integrate them into the fabric that was being woven on a loom 


… Then secure them to the loom with a pin, 

He would now be as weak as any other man

She is foolish again to believe him

We read in v.14 - “And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee,
Samson. And he awaked out of his sleep, and went away with the pin of the beam, and with the web” 
                                                                                  
It’s obvious that this is nothing but a game to Samson 

… Who by now thinks he is invincible

But none-the-less she makes one more attempt  

8. On the 4th occasion she makes an appeal to his emotions 

We read in v.15 - “And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine heart is not with me? thou hast mocked me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength lieth” 

She knows that she is his weakness 

So she accuses him of Not loving her 

Day after day she questioned him and begged him to tell her his secret  

v.16 - “And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, 

… and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death” 

Let me give you my translation of the words “so that his soul was vexed unto death” 

She nagged him day and night until she nearly drove him crazy 

The Bible has a lot to say about a nagging woman 

Proverbs 21:9; 25:24 – “It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman in a wide house”

Proverbs 21:19 – “It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and an angry woman”

Proverbs 27:15 – “A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike”

Finally, he breaks down and tells her the secret

(There is no doubt why)  

We read in v.17 - “That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother's womb: if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man” 

At last she and the lord’s of the Philistines get the answer they want  


Delilah informs the Philistines that she has finally got the real answer and they bring her the money they had promised

v. 18 - “And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he hath shewed me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in their hand” 

All that we see happening is another example of how the world, the flesh, and the devil are persistent in their attacks and attempts to destroy the effectiveness of every Christian 

Following Delilah’s Interrogation we see - 

B. Samson’s Desecration – v.19 

We read in v.19 - “And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from him” 

Here we read of the most costly haircut ever given  

To prove that the cutting of his hair would leave him weak, 

She personally begin to “afflict” (torture) him  

The proof was now evident

“and his strength went from him”   


The great tragedy in the whole scene is the Desecration of his Vow to God 

Let me explain … 

We have seen throughout our studies that his Nazarite vow involved several aspects  

1. For one, a Nazarite was not to come into contact with the vine or any product of the vine  

When Samson went down to the vineyards of Timnath he violated this aspect of his vow 

By the way, the name “Sorek” (v.4) means a vine 

Once again we find Samson in a place that was forbidden by God

2. Next, His Nazarite vow prohibited him from coming into contact with anything dead 

When he returned to see the carcass of the lion and reached in to remove the honey the bees had made, he violated and desecrated another aspect of his vow

3. Perhaps the most notable aspect of his Nazarite vow was the cutting of the hair 

We read in Numbers 6:5 - “All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no razor come upon his head: until the days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the LORD, he shall be holy, and shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow” 

Allowing the hair to grow was an outward expression 

That said to others, 

This individual is totally consecrated to the Lord  

The contact with the vine and carcass were more of a Personal matter between a Nazarite and God  

The hair was more of a Public matter, a testimony to others  

Samson has now violated every aspect of his Nazarite vows  

That is what makes the cutting of his hair so significant  

It is as if it were the last straw, 3 strikes you’re out!   

He has now disobeyed God in every area where he was to be totally consecrated to God 

How sad when a believer disobeys God  

God’s call is for a holy life for His people  

The command of God to His people was – 

Leviticus 20:7 -“Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God”  

As a Christian, we are to be a reflection of the One who lives within us

Peter quotes Leviticus 20 in I Peter 1:16 – 

“Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy”


But all too often, Christians live far beneath God’s desire for our life  

Like Samson, we are called to be different  

But we allow our life to be desecrated by the world around us 

As we see in Samson, 

Disobedience and Defilement are never without consequences as seen in the final statements of this scene

We’ve seen -   

A “LOVE THAT WAS DESCRIPTIVE OF” SAMSON 

THE “LAW THAT WAS DISOBEYED BY” SAMSON  

But also - 

III. THE “LOSS THAT WAS DEVASTATING TO” SAMSON

Samson after going down so often in his life 

Now Hits Bottom—as we would say, Rock Bottom 

And when he hits, he hits hard!  

We have seen him at low moments, but this is the lowest  

He can’t go any further down  

The chickens have come home to roost  


Once he had broken and violated that final aspect of his Nazarite vow … 

We now see the serious consequences that followed 

First, we see -

A. His ‘Powerlessness’ – v.20 

Some of the saddest words in the Bible are found in            v. 20 

“And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him” 

As on the other occasions, Samson, when awakened assumed his invincibility   

Yet, this time there was something missing

“the LORD was departed from him”

1. The tragedy of all tragedies is for God to take His hand off our lives 

Time and time again we have seen how the Spirit of the LORD came upon Samson, empowering and enabling him to perform mighty deeds  

But this time, the Spirit of the Lord DID NOT come upon him! 

He was indeed like any other man  


He was powerless! 

2. Powerless and he didn’t even realize it  

There are Churches and Christians who are going through the motions Sunday after Sunday and day after day doing what they do in the energy of the flesh  

They think of themselves as “great Churches” and “great Christians,” 

Yet not aware that the Spirit of the Lord is nowhere near them 

3. We must never forget that God is our only source of power  

Every great deed of physical strength that Samson performed was due to God’s power upon him 

Without that power he was as any ordinary man 

If we are to be effective in God’s work, His power is indispensible 

If we work in the flesh, we only get what the flesh produces, which is nothing of eternal value 

It is only when we work in the Spirit that we get that which is spiritual  

How sad, that we work and are not aware that the Lord’s power is not with us

His ‘Powerlessness’ 

We also see - 

B. His ‘Helplessness’

In the past, the Philistines could bring their thousands against Samson and when the smoke cleared, Samson stood victorious  

But with the final desecration of his Nazarite vow things took a drastic change  

We read in v.21 - “But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house” 

-- Overnight a life of coming and going as he pleased 

Turns into a life of bondage and imprisonment 

-- Overnight the person who had spent his life insulting and humiliating others becomes the object of their humiliation 

-- Overnight a man with the highest conceivable calling, the divinely commissioned agent of deliverance for Israel, 

Is cast down to the lowest position imaginable  

Grinding flour for others in prison 

Samson's sun has set!

Those words say it all  


The Overcomer is now the Overcome  

The Victor is now the Victim  

He has Hit Bottom, 

And like Humpty Dumpty, great is his fall  

Blind and Bound he is helpless and the judge of the people is now a lowly grinder of grain  

Hebrews 11:25b – “the pleasures of sin (are but) for a season;” 

And Samson’s season of living after the pleasures of the flesh had come to an end 

There has been so many lessons to learn from the life of Samson  

They all reach their climax in this closing scene  

We are reminded that God is merciful and His mercies are distributed with great patience  

But there is an hour when His patience reaches a limit  

We are also reminded that we may go through the motions of religious exercise, 

But when God is not with us, we are useless to the Kingdom of God 

We are just spinning our wheels 



Spirit of the Living of God, give us ear to hear what the Spirit saith!


THE “LOVE THAT WAS DESCRIPTIVE OF” SAMSON 

THE “LAW THAT WAS DISOBEYED BY” SAMSON  

THE “LOSS THAT WAS DEVASTATING TO” SAMSON
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