THE BOOK OF JUDGES #27
Bringing Down the House – Judges 16:22-31 
BRINGING DOWN THE HOUSE 

DATE: 7/2014 pm 

TEXT: Judges 16:22-30

INTRODUCTION
 
We have now come to the closing scene in the life of Samson, the end of our studies of the Book of Judges 

Our studies of the Book of Judges has been through the lives of the Judges themselves 

The period of history addressed in the book of Judges is a period of time defined by lawlessness, rebellion and moral failure   

The whole attitude of Israel during the time of the Judges can be summed up in the words of Judges 17:6; 21:25 -

“In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes” 

As we close out the Book of Judges and Samson’s life 

We see, that’s how it’s been 

His moral failures were due to him doing what he wanted   

In Judges 16:31 it is stated that Samson “judged Israel for twenty years” (also 15:20)
	
The Scripture does not disclose all he does during those twenty-years, 

So perhaps there are other bright spots 

It would seem though; God has deliberately revealed his failures 

Why? … so we don’t make the same mistakes 

If this is the case, there is certainly much to learn 

Samson was a weak / strong man 

-- Through his great physical strength, he could defeat the enemy around him, 

-- But in his spiritual weakness, he could not defeat the enemies working on him  

-- There were times when he allowed the Spirit to control 

-- But for the most part, he walked in the flesh 

When we think about Samson, we think about the life that could have been! 

Appointed and Anointed by God to be the deliverer of his people … 

What he accomplished was only a drop in the bucket of what he could have done 

When the curtain closes on our life, what will it reveal?  

The Valuable, yea, Essential lessons, we can glean from Samson’s life are innumerable  

Let’s listen carefully tonight … 

And let the final scene of Samson’s life 

… make an impression upon our hearts

Let’s pray and close this series, with this thought 

“Bringing Down the House”  

~~~Prayer~~~

First, we see - 

I. A “PUBLIC CELEBRATION”

v. 23a – “Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god” 

Dagon, means “little fish” and was one of the national gods of the Philistines  

It had the body of a fish and the hands & head of a man  

Its origins were found in Mesopotamia (Modern day Iraq)  

When the Philistines conquered the coastal region of Canaan they adopted Dagon as their chief deity  

Although its name means fish, it seems to have been the Grain or Storm god of the Philistines  

Later documents show Dagon to be the father of Baal, a deity often mentioned in Scripture   

The Scripture speaks of temples dedicated to this god located in Gaza (here in Judges 16) and Ashdod (I Sam 5)  



In v.23 we see the Philistines gathering to make a “great sacrifice” unto this deity 

The purpose of this celebration was the supposed victory by Dagon  

A victory that was in reality a result of Samson’s failures 

There are a couple of things this Celebration Reveals  

First, there is - 

A. The ‘Dishonor Samson Brought to the Lord’

The reason the “lords of the Philistines” called the people together is found in …

v.23b - “rejoice: for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand”  

These are the same “lords” that had persuaded Delilah to help them capture Samson back in v.5 

They have now accomplished their objective and they have called the people together to celebrate victory 

1. The capture of Samson was not seen by these “lords” as a personal victory  

But as a victory for their deity Dagon  

They said to the people – 

“Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand” 


Not only did the “lords” rejoice, but also “the people” 

v. 24 - “And when the people saw him, they praise their god: for they said, Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our country, which slew many of us” 

Samson’s capture was celebrated as a victory for Dagon  

To the people it was an indication that Dagon was superior to the God of the Hebrews  

2. David’s sin with Bathsheba 

… gave opportunity for shame to be brought to the name of God  

Nathan said to David in II Samuel 12:14 - “because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme”  

Samson, like David, gave the enemies of the LORD an occasion to dishonor God  

3. The ultimate end 

… of all sin (in the life of the believer) is the dishonor it brings to our Lord  

We must never forget what our failures do   

So often, when it comes to sin, our only thought is the personal consequences  


Yes, there will be personal consequences  

But that should not be our first concern  

Our first concern should be What it means to God! 

This should be our first and foremost concern

Unfortunately, that’s usually not the case  

Ill. I think of all the well-known religious figures of late, who have been disgraced by their sins, it gave the media an opportunity to have, as we would say, a Hay-day. They are the subject of jokes and were made a laughingstock to those who do not know the Lord. Their sins (not indiscretions, but sins) gave the enemies of the Lord an opportunity to mock Christianity. 

Sin is always serious, but that which is most serious, is the dishonor it brings to the Lord 

Furthermore, there was not only … 

The ‘Dishonor Samson Brought to His Lord’  

But there was also - 

B. The ‘Disgrace Samson Brought to His Life’

The people had seen Samson as their “enemy” and “the destroyer” of their country – v.24  

-- For years he had been the major threat  

-- For years he had been the thorn in their side  

They spoke of him as the one “which slew many of us” 

-- Now, the Conqueror was the Conquered  

-- The Mighty One was the Mastered One  

1. v.25 - “And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison house; and he made them sport: and they set him between the pillars” 

The word “sport” carries the idea of laughing, To make fun of 

The people wanted to mock and make fun of him 

They were entertained by seeing the great Samson in such a condition 

2. v. 26 says that a “lad…held him by the hand” 

Perhaps that which brought the greatest fun was seeing Samson led by a young boy 

The word “lad” in the Bible refers to a young boy  

What could have been more humiliating to Samson and more exciting to the people …

Than to see the one who had slain so many, now led about by a boy?

How humiliating it must have been to Samson to hear the people laughing and mocking   

The once proud Samson had nothing to be proud of now 

-- Not only had his actions Dishonored the Lord  

-- But they had also Disgraced his Life  

3. There are so many who can testify to the shame that yielding to sin has brought   

Sin always has consequences and oftentimes those consequences are the disgrace that is brought to their name and testimony 

Many whose ministry has been destroyed by sin can testify to the disgrace that results  

-- Like Samson, they know the shame that comes from a life dominated by the flesh 

-- Like Samson, we can bring shame to our own name … as well as the name of our Lord and others

This will happen … 

-- If we don’t Guard our lives 

-- And live a life that Honors and Glorifies God  

May we always strive to do those things that please Him! 

The price of sin is always expensive  

The Disgrace it brings, is a costly price to pay 

We not only see …  


A “PUBLIC CELEBRATION” that brought humiliation 

But also - 

II. A “PERSONAL RESTORATION”

How grateful I am that God is Merciful and Forgiving  

Who among us has not failed the Lord? 

We fail Him daily, and thank God, there is forgiveness for those who do  

Numbers 14:18 - “The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression” 

Psalm 85:2 - “Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all their sin” 

God is a Forgiving God 

Samson’s self-will left irremovable scars on his life  

And in this closing scene we see the mercy of God, once again  

v. 22 - “Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again after he was shaven” 

Over time, his hair, the symbol of his Nazarite vow, began to grow back  

In the Restoration of Samson we are reminded of 2 things  

A. The ‘Possibility’ of Restoration


It has been said that Failure does not have to be Final   

There can be Restoration in a life that has been marked by Failure  

As a pastor, one of the greatest joys I have, is seeing those who had one time Failed God …

… Over time get back into God’s work and become effective servants for the Lord  

Some of the best workers are those who had made serious mistakes earlier in their life  

Quote: Moody used to say “the only way to keep a broken vessel full is to keep it always under the tap.” 

I have seen lives broken by sin, but they made things right with God and there after stayed under the “tap” 

Song: “He Didn’t Throw The Clay Away. The first stanza says: Empty and broken, I came back to Him A vessel unworthy, so scarred from sin. But He did not despair, He started over again, And I bless the day, He didn’t throw the clay away. Refrain says: Over and over, He molds me and makes me, Into His likeness, He fashions the clay. A vessel of honor, I am today; All because Jesus didn’t throw the clay away.

Aren’t you glad God doesn’t throw the clay away? 

It’s true that sometimes what we do and where we serve is affected by our failure 

But, the hair can begin to grow again!

God can restore a fallen believer and continue to use them for His honor and glory  

The ‘Possibility’ of Restoration

Next, we see - 

B. The ‘Process’ of Restoration

Note carefully that “the hair of his head began to grow again” 

His hair was not restored overnight 

Like everyone, hair grows a little each day 

The Restoration of his hair was not immediate, but was a Process 

I’m a firm believer in restoring those who have fallen 

Galatians 6:1 - “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted” 

The word “restore” here speaks of the setting of a broken bone 

Those who have been overtaken in a fault, fallen into sin, are not to be shot like a horse with a broken leg 

They are to be Restored 

Whereas, I firmly believe we ought to seek to Restore those who have fallen … 

I also believe that we should not put them right back into the work as soon as they repent 

I think there needs to be some time for healing and spiritual growth in their life 

God’s forgiveness is immediate when someone repents, 

But Restoration is a Process 

The broken bone is put into a cast and heals over a period of time 

We must also Remember, that Restoration is not Removal 

Someone can be Restored, but it does not mean that there are not Consequences to our sin 

Quote: John Butler said, “God restores enough to encourage every saint who has grievously failed, but He does not restore all things lest men take too light a view of sin.”

Although Samson experienced Restoration, 

The Consequences of sin were not removed 

For example, 

-- Sin cost him his Eyes 

When he was led to the two pillars he was still without his eyes 

-- Sin cost him his Freedom 

He was still a prisoner of the Philistines and when he was led out before the people, he was led from the “prison house” - v. 25  


God in His Mercy and Forgiveness did not Reverse the Consequences of his sin 

Ill. I remember how in 1998 Carla Faye Tucker, convicted of murder, was executed. She was the first woman to be executed in the U.S. since 1984 and the first in Texas since the Civil War. During her time in prison she was saved and had a wonderful testimony of God’s saving grace. I read her testimony and felt that she had had a genuine conversion. Individuals, political leader, and scores of people sought to stop her execution. Even religious leaders got involved, including the Pope and Jerry Falwell. As one who believes in the merits of the death penalty, I confess I was bothered by the efforts of religious leaders to stop her execution. I remember thinking; yes, she has been saved and her life bears fruit to her salvation. But nevertheless, her salvation, and the fact that God had forgiven her, did not remove the consequences of what she had done. She had taken another life, and according to the Scriptures, her death was justified. If being saved was grounds for stopping execution, every person on death row would have a religious experience.

It may take years for someone to earn back the trust and confidence of others that was destroyed by failure

In some cases, the consequences may, as I said earlier, limit how and where someone can serve  

Case in point: a pastor who divorces his wife and marries the woman he was having an affair with, can serve God again, win souls, and bring glory to God through his life, but he should never serve as a pastor again 

Yes, there are often irreversible Consequences 

But thank God there is Restoration 

The hair can begin to grow again, Hallelujah! 

God Does Not throw the clay away! 

A “PUBLIC CELEBRATION” 

A “PERSONAL RESTORATION”  

Finally, let’s look at - 

III. A “POWERFUL VINDICATION”

Apart from his relationship with Delilah (which led to these events) 

The closing scene of Samson’s life is also one he is best remembered for   

We read in v.26 - “And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them” 

Blind, Samson asks the lad to help him find the two main pillars that support the temple 

And having placed his hands on the pillars … 

We read in v. 28 - “And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray Thee, and strengthen me, I pray Thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes” 

Finally we see Samson turning to God in sincerity  

(What could have been, if only he had the same humility and dependency sooner!) 

Being at the bottom, he had nowhere to look, but up 

He recognizes that God is the source of his strength  

There is no self-sufficiency now  

He now understands that it was God that had given him strength all along  

We read in vs. 29, 30 - “And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left” “And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein so the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life” 

In the final act of his life, he accomplished his greatest feat 

Even though he had slain numerous Philistines previous  

The number he slew in this final act, far exceeds that  

When I look at this scene I see far more than just Samson getting even  

It was not Samson who brought the house down  

It was God! 

If it had not been for the Lord, this feat would have been impossible  


It was God who brought down the house  

There is far more going on here than Samson vindicating himself  

It was a vindication of the God of Samson 

Ultimately it was God who had been dishonored by the Philistines 

-- Yes, Samson’s actions had given opportunity for the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme  

-- Yes, it was Samson’s sin that led to his capture 

But Who did Samson Represent? 

They had celebrated what they thought was a victory by Dagon 

But God is a jealous God - Exodus 20:5; 34:14 

He will share His glory with no one, especially the pagan nations of the world 

What we see here is God having the final say 

He empowered Samson for one final time and in doing so 

Brought judgment on those who belittled and dishonored Him 

In the multitude that was slain in the final act of Samson 

We see God’s … 


A. Judgment on the ‘Government’ of the Philistines

One day all the nations of the World will be judged 

Matthew 25:31-33

But here we see God judging only one 

1. Great was the slaughter! 

How many were in the temple, is uncertain  

We know that there were at least 3,000 on the roof or the balcony that surrounded it 

v.27 – “Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof about three thousand men and women, that beheld while Samson made sport” 

This verse also tells us “the house was full”

There were possible as many inside  

Whatever the number, thousands died when the temple came down  

Among those that died were the “lords of the Philistines” 

These were the ones that had called for this celebration  

Again, these were the rulers of the Philistines 


They were among the multitude that had gathered to offer a “great sacrifice” to Dagon

In v. 30 we read that “the house fell upon the lords” 

In one single sweep, God struck a mighty blow against the government of the Philistines  

2. Greenbrier Resort

Several years ago I read about a bunker that is located at the Greenbrier Resort just outside of Lewisburg, W.V. 

The bunker was a 112, 544 square-foot secret bunker built by President Eisenhower as a place where the members of Congress could be hid and protected in case of a Nuclear attack on the U.S. 

In those days there was a fear that such an attack could happen and if so, Washington would be a target 

Guests at the Greenbrier never knew that such a facility existed 

3. The Gov’t Gone

Can you imagine the chaos that would happen in this country if suddenly all our national leaders were gone? 

Humor: Well, now that I think about it, it might be the best thing that could happen to this country 



The whole Philistine system of government would have been in shambles with their leaders dead  

God brought the house down on the government of the Philistines  

No nation mocks God and gets by with it 

Judgment on the ‘Government’ of the Philistines

Furthermore, God brought -

B. Judgment on the ‘god’ of the Philistines

As we’ve seen, the sacrifice offered to Dagon and the public celebration by the people … 

Was the Philistine expression that Dagon had triumphed over the God of Israel  

The capture of Samson was a testimony that Dagon was superior to Samson’s God  

However, when God brought the house down …

He removed any doubt as to who was really God 

Moses reminded the people, of how in Egypt, God had proved that He alone was God  

Deuteronomy 4:35 - “Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that the LORD He is God; there is none else beside Him” 

When the dust of the house of Dagon cleared, 


The God of Samson and the Hebrew people stood alone  

He had shown that “He is God; there is none else beside Him” 

There were 2 great things that were demonstrated when God brought the house down  

1. First, that He is a God of Mercy  

The restoration of Samson was a testimony that God Forgives and Restores  

Bless the Lord! 

2. Secondly, that He is a God of Might  

The Power that had been seen in Samson life was once again demonstrated 

Samson was a weak / strong man  

May we learn from both his weakness and strength  

Judges 16:30 – “And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life” 

A “PUBLIC CELEBRATION” 

A “PERSONAL RESTORATION”  

A “POWERFUL VINDICATION”
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