THE BOOK OF PROVERBS #30          
What is Abominable to God – Proverbs 
WHAT IS ABOMINABLE                      TO GOD Pt. 3  

DATE: 5/22/2016 pm   

TEXT: Proverbs 

INTRODUCTION

We are continuing to look at things that God calls Abominable in the Book of Proverbs 

Christians would do well to take note of what God labels abominations 

Such things, be they actions, attitudes or objects, have no place in the life of a follower of Jesus Christ

The book of Revelation explicitly states concerning the New Jerusalem that God is preparing for His people … 

Revelation 21:27 – “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life”

Last time, we finished up the List of Things God Hates and are an Abomination unto Him found in Proverbs 6 

Tonight we will pick up with various other verses found throughout the Book of Proverbs that deal with things that are Abominable to God 

~~~Prayer~~~ 


I. A FALSE BALANCE AND FAULTY WEIGHTS  

Proverbs 11:1 – “A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is His delight” 

Proverbs 20:10 - “Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike abomination to the LORD”

Proverbs 20:23 – “Divers weights are an abomination unto the LORD; and a false balance is not good”

A. Dishonest Business Practices

We are all effected a lot more then we realize by Weights and Measures

Whenever you buy gasoline, the pump is metered 
 
At the grocery store, at the meat market, scales are used

Mailing a package, I mean I could go on …

Matter–of-fact, gov’t has a Dept. of Weights and Measures, just to keep things on the up and up 

You could say - Scales of deception are an Abomination to the Lord 

This refers to dishonesty in the market place where things were weighed on scales 

Crooked merchants sometimes had two sets of weights



Proverbs 20:10 - “Divers (different) weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike abomination to the LORD”
 
One for buying and one for selling  

The buying weights were heavier than they should have been, so that he got more merchandise than he paid for 

The selling weights were lighter than the standard, so that the customer got less than he paid for 

Deuteronomy 25:13-16 …

Humor: Every day, a certain farmer delivered a pound of butter to the baker, but the baker began to notice that the pound of butter was becoming smaller and smaller and smaller. “My goodness,” he thought, “I'm being systematically cheated.” So he reported it to the town constable. The baker and the constable went to the farmer's house, where the farmer was accused of shortchanging the baker. “But the butter I give him weighs one pound,” the farmer insisted. The constable asked, “What are you using for a weight?” “Why, the baker's one-pound loaf of bread,” the farmer replied. 

When we try to cheat others in our business practices, we will eventually reap what we sow

B. A Just Weight and a Perfect Stone 

God calls for a Just Weight or Perfect Stone to be used when measuring   

Proverbs 11:1b - “a just weight is His delight”

These stones gave honest, accurate measurements 


They would be the agreed upon Standard

The way we conduct our Christian life and business should be this way as well  

It should be honest and accurate  

Christian’s should be people of integrity because they are ambassadors of Christ 

Their actions should reflect the righteousness of God 

Integrity will build a business, for your customers will become your bill boards 

They will become your Yellow Pages 

By word of mouth, they will tell others of your integrity and the way you conduct your business 

Not only will the Lord be delighted with you, but also the people who do business with you

Why is it that when people donate to the church, they always donate their junk?  

A FALSE BALANCE AND FAULTY WEIGHTS  

II. THE FUTILE SACRIFICES OF THE WICKED 

Proverbs 15:8 – “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is His delight” 

Why are these sacrifices an abomination? 

The answer is they are a big FIB … That is …

They are “F” - fake, “I” - insincere, and “B” - blasphemous 

The heart of the wicked is not yielded to the Lord 

In fact, it is in Defiance 

The purpose of the sacrifice of the wicked is either to 

-- Make the sacrificer look good 

-- To ease his guilty conscience 

-- The sacrificer feels forced to make the sacrifice

But resents it  

This would be like someone giving you a Christmas present and saying … 

“Here! Take it! I didn't want to do this, but I didn't want to look bad, being the only one who did not give you a gift!” 

That would go over real big, wouldn't say? Ha! 

If someone did that with me I would tell them to keep their gift … I don't want it! 

The Lord is the same way … He wants our heart, our love, our genuine praise, and our obedience to Him

A. Naive Worship 

Let me say that someone can be a good person and do 

… all kinds of religious or good deeds, but if they have not received the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour …

And put their faith in Him for their salvation, 

Their efforts, deeds, or sacrifices are of no merit at all with God

Someone’s unwillingness to be saved demonstrates their willfulness and resistance toward God's plan of salvation 

Beloved, the spiritual condition of the worshiper determines whether or not the sacrifice or the worship is pleasing and acceptable to the Lord

B. Wicked Worship 

Proverbs 21:27 – “The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: how much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind?

In Ezra 4:3, we read that when Israel's enemies came to Zerubbabel and offered to help build the temple 

He basically said, “You have nothing to do with us to build a house unto our God” 

These people didn’t want to help, they wanted to hurt 

Wicked people often seek to appease their conscience by making donations or offering assistance to the Lord's work, but this is abominable to God

Worship that is Naive is bad enough, 

But worship that has evil intentions is absolutely atrocious 

These are those who are described in the Book of Jude 

Worship without repentance is “going through the motions of futility” 

Worship done with the intention of corrupting others or furthering wickedness is horrific to the Lord 

The depths to men's sinfulness are without bound 

Quote: Albert Einstein, in a lecture given in 1948, spoke of the nature of man in relation to the world: “The true problem lies in the hearts and thoughts of men. It is not a physical but an ethical one.... What terrifies us is not the explosive force of the atomic bomb, but the power of the wickedness of the human heart”

Let me say that religions today have the idea that religious sacrifices can be offered for any offense without genuine repentance or submission to the Lord 

God makes it clear this ain't gonna happen! 

Without Christ in our hearts, our righteousness is a pile of filthy rags in the site of God 

Isaiah 64:6 – “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away”

C. True Worship 

“but the prayer of the upright is His delight” 

True worship is Brought by those who are Bought 

I Corinthians 6:20 – “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's”

They are Saved, Sold out and Serving God 

With all their heart, soul and might 

Psalm 51:16, 17 – “For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering” “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise”

A FALSE BALANCE AND FAULTY WEIGHTS  

THE FUTILE SACRIFICES OF THE WICKED 

III. FAITHLESS, FALSE-HEARTED PRAYERS 

Proverbs 28:9 – “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination” 

The phrase “turneth away his ear” means to depart, to avoid, to turn aside or away 

This verse describes the person that deliberately refuses to listen or follow God's Word 

This was a problem in the lives of God's people all throughout Scripture

Zechariah 7:12 – “Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, …

… and the Words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in His spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts”
 
Psalm 50:17 – “Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest My Words behind thee”

Matthew 13:15 – “For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them”

It’s not that they Can’t; it’s that they Won’t 

A. Tuning Out 

We have heard people say that people who don’t listen are Tuned Out  

God's people have often tuned out from listening to God’s Word

Yet, they have the audacity to pray to the God they are ignoring 

Such thinking reveals a confused person that does not understand the seriousness of their sin and the futility of their efforts 

It reveals an attitude of hypocrisy 

The Lord does not listen to these kinds of prayers because they are frequently selfish and demanding  

They are contrary to His Will and His Word 

God does not listen to our prayers if we intend to go back to our sin as soon as we get out of church 

If a man is willfully deaf to God's instructions, then the Lord is deaf to his prayers, unless it is a prayer of repentance 

If you want the Lord to listen to you, you must listen to Him first 

The unrepentant prayer of the godless man that will not listen to God's Word is an abomination to the Lord

Psalm 66:18 – “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:”

Isaiah 59:2 – “But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear”

Story: Years ago, some students at Princeton University, played a joke on one of the professors. He was one of those old bugologists, and he had specimens of all the bugs in the world in his frames and boxes. The mischievous boys got the legs of one bug and the body of another and the head and wings of others, and put them together as if nature formed them, and then they laid it on the professor's table and asked him what kind of a bug it was. The old professor looked down at the specimen and said, “Gentlemen, that is a humbug.”

We too, are humbugs, when we claim to be something we are not 

When we are not real or genuine, when we proclaim something we are not, we are a hypocritical humbug 

When we say we love the Lord and His Word, but don't read it or go to church to hear it preached, something is just not jiving 

As the troubled astronaut once said – “Houston, we have a problem!”

B. Tuning In  

[bookmark: _GoBack]So how … do you … listen to, the preaching of God's Word? 

Instead of Tuning Out, we need to Tune In  

We need to have the attitude that the Berean Christians had in …

Acts 17:11 – “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so”

They heard Paul with extremely receptive minds 

They did not listen scornfully, raising their own opinions, objections, or foolish questions against his preaching 

They wanted to hear; they wanted to believe; they were thankful they had a man of God to declare the Scriptures to them and received the Word of God with readiness, eagerness, and zeal of mind 

They searched the Word of God daily 


This is how you grow spiritually 

Learn the Word and put it into practice 

CONCLUSION

We’ll close there 

A FALSE BALANCE AND FAULTY WEIGHTS  

THE FUTILE SACRIFICES OF THE WICKED 

FAITHLESS, FALSE-HEARTED PRAYERS 

All are an Abomination to God 




















Page | 1 

WWW.CORNERSTONEBIBLEBAPTISTCHURCH.COM
Page | 12 

