THE BOOK OF HEBREWS #33   
The Worth of Faith – Hebrews 11:4   
THE WORTH OF FAITH 

DATE: 9/3/2014 Wed.   

TEXT: Hebrews 11:4; Genesis 4; Philippians 4; I John 3         

INTRODUCTION (1st we looked at The Way of Faith vs. 1-3, 6) 

Beginning in v.4 and running throughout the remainder of the chapter, 

Paul draws upon the lives of several OT Believers to illustrate What True Faith is 

This section is often referred to as Heaven's Hall of Faith  

As we study these Heroes of Faith 

We discover that all of them had one thing in common 

In each case, Faith resulted in Action

James 1:22 – “But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves” 

Real Faith doesn’t begin until you start living it  

So, the first thing we are going to look at in Chp. 11 is … 

“The Worth of Faith” 

What makes Faith so Valuable?

Why is it so important that we have Faith? 

~~~Prayer~~~

The first thing I want to look at that makes Faith so Valuable, is that … 

I. FAITH “SAVES” – v.4a 

“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain…”

Paul takes us back to the beginning, Why? 

To teach us the importance of Faith 

We have a tremendous illustration of Saving Faith here 

We have here a comparison between Cain and Abel's offerings  

We are told that when it came time to approach the LORD

Abel brought “a more excellent sacrifice than Cain”

Let’s see why …

First let’s look at how …

A. Cain’s Offer, was ‘Rejected’ – Genesis 4:3, 5a 

God disapproved of Cain's offering, Why?  

“And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD”  “But unto Cain and to his offering He had not respect…”

(“Process of time” tells us that everyone must come to God on their own) 

The word “respect” comes from the Hebrew word that means to examine something with approval  

But God “had not respect”  

God did not approve of Cain's offering and therefore He did not accept it 

When we come before God we must come on His Terms  

Many have taught erroneously why (they think) God rejected Cain's offering 

They’ve taught it was brought with the wrong attitude

It’s obvious from the context that Cain's attitude was not right 

v.5 – “Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell” 

“wroth” – means extremely angry

But it wasn’t Cain wrong attitude that God rejected!   

The bottom line is that Cain brought a bloodless offering

God had set the precedent of the blood sacrifice 

Adam and Eve were clearly taught the importance of the blood when in Genesis 3:21 the Bible says – 

“the LORD God made coats of skins, and clothed them”

“Selah” - Let’s stop and think about this statement 

Cain and Abel grew up watching their father prepare and offer sacrifices to God 

The fact of the matter is that Cain's offering was a affront to God 

The ground had been cursed because of sin 

Genesis 3:17-19 …

Anything that came from the ground would be the product of man's sweat and toil 

What Cain brought was the product of his own work 

Cain expected to obtain favor with God on the basis of his own merit 

Cain rejected the blood and sought to be accepted by his own self-righteousness

Isaiah 64:6 – “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags;”  

God will not accept such an offering 

Genesis 4:6 …

The Bible is clear when it comes to the issue of sin 

Hebrews 9:22 – “that without shedding of blood is no remission” (forgiveness)

Not only did the blood have to be shed, but excepted 

Cain’s Offer was ‘Rejected’ 

B. Abel’s Offer was ‘Received’

“By Faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice…”

Notice that Abel's offering is called “a more excellent sacrifice” Why? 

Abel not only brought the right offering – “a sacrifice” 

But he brought of the best he had – “excellent” 

1. Abel's offering was a ‘Blood’ Offering  

The shed blood reminds man that he is a sinner and that there is a terrible price for his sin  

Abel came on God's terms  

The basis of Abel's offering was not works, but Faith 

We have 2 Brothers, 2 Sacrifices, but only 1 Salvation  

We know that Abel was a saved man  

Jesus called him “righteous Abel” in Matthew 23:35    

“That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar”

The ultimate difference between Cain and Abel was in their offerings (And yes, the heart of the offering) 

Principle, then Passion  

It was the blood that made the difference 

Abel was accepted because he offered to God a blood sacrifice  

God had not Respect because Cain rejected God's way and refused the blood atonement  

What a man offers God is a true indicator of what he really thinks of God 

A man and his offering cannot be separated 

Anyone who does not give to God and give on God's terms has a major heart problem

Romans 12:1 – “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service”

Abel came on God's terms and our text says that Abel obtained witness that he was righteous

II Corinthians 5:21 – “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him” 

Because he came by way of the blood, the Faith way  

The Lord had respect to Abel and to his offering  

Abel brought exactly what God required and as a result he stood justified before God  

Cain and Abel represent 2 kinds of people 

They represent the Lost and the Saved

The Religious vs. the Righteous     

Not our own Righteousness! 

They characterize those who stand upon their own works, 

And those who rest upon the finished work of Christ

The Righteousness of Christ   

Cain denied his lost condition and refused to accept the solution which God has provided  

On the other hand, Abel humbly acknowledged the fact that he was a sinner  

He trusted God and brought the required sacrificial substitute, 

And God on the basis of his Faith declared him righteous 

Ephesians 2:8, 9 – “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast”

Abel's offering was a beautiful picture of salvation through Christ  

Salvation is by grace through faith and our acceptance before God is only through the blood of Jesus Christ  

The Lord Jesus, the Lamb of God, took man's place on Calvary's Cross, bearing the penalty of our sins  

Anyone who desires to be saved must come on God's terms and that is by the blood atonement 

Not only a ‘Blood’ Offering

2. Abel also brought the ‘Best’ Offering 

He did not bring a scrawny and sickly lamb  

He brought a firstborn; the finest and the fattest  

The Bible declares that the sacrificial lamb was to be without blemish 

Exodus 12:5 – “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats:” 
 
This was True and Pure Worship by Faith  

Nothing was too good for the Lord  

Abel knew What God Required and by Faith he Worshipped 

Abel showed God’s Worth to him by bringing his best processions 

Philippians 4:15-19 … 

Genesis 4:4 – “And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering:” 

Abel's sacrifice was different, in that …  

He brought of the first of the flock and the fat thereof  

“Firstlings and fat” is referring the best & healthiest

It is further declared in Leviticus 3:16 that “…all the fat is the LORD’S” 

“the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” – John 1:29 

There is no other way

What is the Worth of Faith? 

FAITH “SAVES” 

It’s Faith that opens up the door to Eternal Life 

II. FAITH “SUFFERS”– v.4c 

Now let’s go to the end of v. 4 

“and by it (his faith) he being dead … yet speaketh” 

The Lord Jesus tells us when we decide to live by Faith, we will suffer 

John 15:20 – “Remember the word that I said unto you … If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you;”

What value is there in Suffering? 


You see it’s in suffering that we draw closer to God 

Philippians 3:10 – “That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death;”

A. The Cost of Living by Faith - Genesis 4:8 

“And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him”

I wonder what that conversation was all about   

Abel was the first martyr 

Because of his Faith, “and by it” … Cain slew him 

However, Cain's first crime wasn’t the murder of his brother, it was rebellion against God! 

Cain knew that God required a blood sacrifice and refused to bring it 

Genesis 4:6, 7a – “And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?” 
“If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door…” 

When God refused his works, Cain wasn’t too happy! 

Cain then decides to take it out on Abel 

He couldn’t take it out on God 

That's usually the way it is

Luke 6:22 – “… men shall hate you, and … separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake”  

Those who rebel against God generally hate those who walk with Him

The Cost of Living by Faith

B. The Right Kind of Faith - I John 3:12

The Bible tells us exactly why Cain killed Abel 

“Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous” 
 
Abel is called righteous  

Cain is said to be “of that wicked one”

The Right Kind of Faith will Cost you something 

But so will not having faith (just at a later time) 

I think of the Rich Man of Luke 16

Abel's example shows us that obedience to God often comes with a high price 

Abel was willing to obey God, no matter how great the price was that he would have to pay

There is a Great Worth to Faith  



Quote: Abel would have agreed with Jim Elliot who said, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose”

FAITH “SAVES” 

FAITH “SUFFERS” 

There’s one more thing that reveals Faith’s Value 

And that is …

III. FAITH “SPEAKS” - v.4b 

“by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts:” 

Cain murdered Abel, but he didn't Silence his Faith 

Genesis 4:9, 10 – “And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother's keeper?” “And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground” 

Since that day, and all down through the ages … 

God has proclaimed to the world that Abel was a Faithful and a Justified man 

The story of his Faith is recorded in the eternal Word of God 

Even Death couldn't silence his Faith

Ill. Missionary Justin Levine in Nepal related this story in one of his update letters. 


One day a few months ago I had to run some errands around town, and on my way back home I saw my Tibetan teacher sitting on the side of the road. I stopped over to have a chat with him, but he was already in conversation with another Tibetan man. That Tibetan man was really surprised that I spoke Tibetan and so he started chatting with me. Right in the middle of our conversation, he stopped and told me that I remind him of his friend and that I looked just like him. It was very random, but he started describing his friend. His friend many years ago used to visit him in his shop and he used to tell him about Jesus and his great love for him and try to convince him to turn from Buddhism. He said that unfortunately he and his family died in a plane crash in Nepal. He said that that man really loved him. He couldn't remember his name, but I asked him if it was Joe Collins. He said, “Yes, that was him!” He then relayed to me all of the things that Bro. Collins had taught him, and I then agreed and told him that I am a Christian like him and I know about him, and that all the things he taught were true. When you spend you your life telling people about Jesus' love, your legacy never dies and people, whether they become Christians or not, will not forget you! 

Likewise, may our Faith testify of God's Grace and Goodness long after our tongue has been silenced by death

CONCLUSION

What will your life testify to? 

FAITH “SAVES” 

FAITH “SUFFERS” 

FAITH “SPEAKS”


THE “WORTH” OF FAITH
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