THE BOOK OF PROVERBS #34           
The Looming Perspective of Death – Proverbs 
LIFE OR DEATH, YOUR CHOICE
 Part Three – The Looming Perspective of Death

DATE: 7/24/2016 pm  

TEXT: Proverbs (various) 

INTRODUCTION

Life or Death is a choice everyone needs to make

You’d say that’s an oxymoron (a seeming contradiction)

Seeing we had no choice in our birth, nor will we have a choice when it comes time to die 

Proverbs 12:28 – “In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death” 

The Bible is talking about Eternal things, not temporal 

Man is created in the image of God 

And one of those ways is that we will live eternally somewhere 

Heaven or Hell / we need to decide where

Contrary to popular belief, not everyone is going to Heaven   

Everyone is living for the here and now 

Temporal – relating to time, brief  

In today’s society there is such an emphasis on Living 


-- Live for today 

-- Living for the weekend 

-- Living for self 

Luke 12:19 – “And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry”

If that isn’t today’s philosophy, I don’t know what is 

People are so consumed with living that they totally forget about dying 

It’s so sad that many never stop to consider that physical life is so brief 

James 4:14 – “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away”

I’d like to continue tonight with this thought …

“Life or Death – Everyone’s Choice” … and 

“The Looming Perspective of Death” 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

First, let’s look at …

I. PHYSICAL DEATH 

Physical death is an unpleasant reality for most

It is not something that people look forward to

Death by definition is a separation 

Physical Death is a separation from this life 

Physical death is the separation of the soul from the body

Psalm 90:10 – “The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away”

The body my cease to continue, but the soul is eternal 

Man will always live in some form of conscience awareness

In the great hymn by George Atkins … “Brethren We Have Met To Worship”

Verse 2 says Death is coming, Hell is moving 

This warning is to all men to beware!

Let’s look at 4 thoughts on Physical Death 

And what the Book of Proverbs (And other Books) have to say about it 

A. Everyone Faces Eventual Death 

Hebrews 9:27 – “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:”  


Death is coming, basically it is just around the corner according to Psalm 90:10 …

“The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years”

But that’s not what someone needs to be afraid of! 

It’s the Judgement to follow that we need to be concerned with 

Proverbs 27:20a – “Hell and destruction are never full;…”

Isaiah 5:14a – “Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure:” 

One doesn’t ever have to worry about there not being enough room for folks in hell

Proverbs 30:15b, 16 – “… There are three things that are never satisfied, yea, four things say not, It is enough:” “The grave; and the barren womb; the earth that is not filled with water; and the fire that saith not, It is enough” 

Physical Death is not going away any time soon 
 
B. Believers Look Expectantly Beyond Death

II Peter 3:13 – “Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness”  



Proverbs 14:32 – “The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath hope in His death”

And my hope is in nothing less than Jesus Christ and His Righteousness 

Matthew 5:10 – “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”  

C. Unbelievers are Not Prepared for Death 

Proverbs 16:25 – “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” 

Proverbs 11:7 – “When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish: and the hope of unjust men perisheth” 

D. The Wicked Invite Premature Death 

Proverbs 10:27 – “The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened”

Most likely this is due to their unhealthy life style 

And the risky behaviors that they participate in

Proverbs 2:21, 22 – “For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it” “But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it”

But of the Righteous it says …

Proverbs 4:20, 22 – “My son, attend to My Words; incline thine ear unto My Sayings” “For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh” 

PHYSICAL DEATH 

Then let’s look at …

II. SPIRITUAL DEATH                                                                              

Physical Death is a Separation of a life from this world   

More importantly Physical Death is the Separation of the Soul from the Body

Spiritual Death, on the other hand, is the Separation of the Soul of Man from God  

A. Unbelievers Are Already Spiritually Dead 

Genesis 2:17 – “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” 

The LORD warned Adam that the penalty for disobedience would be death - “thou shalt surely die” 

When Adam disobeyed, he experienced immediate spiritual death, which caused enmity with God 

Genesis 3:8 – “And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden” 

Later, Adam experienced physical death

Genesis 5:5 – “And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died” 

But they were made acutely aware of the awful reality of the presence of death in the murder of Abel by Cain 

Proverbs 21:16 – “The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding shall remain in the congregation of the dead” 

Proverbs 29:18 – “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he” 

Romans 8:6 – “For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace”

I Corinthians 2:14 – “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned”

B. Believers Are Delivered From Spiritual Death 

Proverbs 14:27 – “The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death” 

Again Proverbs 12:28 – “In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death”

Proverbs 10:2 – “Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death”



Proverbs 13:14 – “The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death” 

Romans 8:2 – “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death” 

Ever since Adam, the human race has labored under 

“the law of sin and death” 

But God in His goodness sent forth His Son to abolish the law of sin and death and establish 

“the law of the Spirit of life” 

I Corinthians 15:20-26 …

PHYSICAL DEATH

SPIRITUAL DEATH 

Finally, let’s look at … 

III. LIVING DEATH 

The Godless (Wicked) Life Leads to Eternal Death 

A. Its Basic Cause 

1. Spiritual Foolishness and Indifference 

Proverbs 10:21 – “The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for want of wisdom” 


Psalm 14:1 – “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 

Proverbs 19:16 – “He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his own soul; but he that despiseth His (God’s) ways shall die” 

Proverbs 9:18 – “But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her (the harlot) guests are in the depths of hell”

2. Refusal of Correction 

Proverbs 15:10 – “Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the way: and he that hateth reproof shall die” 

Proverbs 29:1 – “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” 

3. Rejection of God’s Salvation 

Proverbs 8:35, 36 – “For whoso findeth Me (Wisdom / Christ) findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD” “But he that sinneth against Me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death”

B. Its Evidence 

1. Deliberate Practice of Sin 

Proverbs 11:19 – “As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death” 

Proverbs 5:22, 23 – “His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins” “He shall die without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray”

2. Corrupt and Deceitful Speech 

Proverbs 18:21 – “Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof”

Proverbs 21:6 – “The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro of them that seek death” 

3. Immorality  

Proverbs 6:32 – “But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul”

Proverbs 7:26, 27 – “For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her” “Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death”

Of course we are again talking about the Harlot 

Proverbs 2:18, 19 – “For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead” “None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of life”

4. Violence and Crime 


Proverbs 1:10 -13 – “My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not” “If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause:” “Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit:” “We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil:” 

Proverbs 1:18, 19 - “And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives” “So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof”

Proverbs 28:17 – “A man that doeth violence to the blood of any person shall flee to the pit; let no man stay him” 
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LIFE OR DEATH, YOUR CHOICE  
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