THE BOOK OF HEBREWS #35    
The Work of Faith – Hebrews 11:7  
THE WORK OF FAITH 

DATE: 11/5/2014 Wed.   

TEXT: Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 6, 7  

“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith”       

INTRODUCTION

As we continue our study of the Book of Hebrews 11

We’ve seen so far … The Way (Faith Defined), Worth (Abel) and the Walk (Enoch) of Faith 

We now come to another of the heroes of Faith / Noah 

Noah preached for 120 years as he built the ark 

But he didn't have one convert 

Yet he persevered in the face of ridicule and opposition  

Why? To carry out the task that God had given him

James 2:17, 18 – “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone” “Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works”

Whether you realize it or not, we’ve all been given a work to do 


A work that can only be realized by Faith 

We can learn several valuable lessons from looking at Noah’s life of Faith 

Let’s pray and then look at … 

“The Work of Faith”

~~~Prayer~~~

I. THE “WARNING” – v.7a

“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear…”

The difference between Noah and the rest was simple faith 

Noah had the sense to believe God and take Him at His Word 

The Bible tells us he lived in exceedingly sinful times 

The people of Noah's day were desperately wicked and provoked the God of Heaven to anger

Genesis 6:5-7 – “And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually”
“And it repented the LORD that He had made man on the earth, and it grieved Him at His heart”
“And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth Me that I have made them”


In His Olivet Discourse, the Lord Jesus used Noah's day to illustrate what it would be like when He returned  

Matthew 24:37, 38 – “But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be” “For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark,”

Such phrases as … 

-- “the wickedness of man” 

-- “every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” 

-- “it repented the LORD that He had made man” 

-- “it grieved Him at His heart” 

… Reveal to us the sinful story of the days in which Noah lived 

Genesis 6:11, 12 – “The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence”
“And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth”

Like today, sin was rampant 

The depravity of man had manifested itself in all manner of sin and debauchery 

Yet, they repented not / they felt no remorse 


Instead they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage 

They laughed at Noah, rejected God, and woke up in Hell  

But not Noah 

He was a man of faith who took God seriously and escaped the judgment 

THE “WARNING” brought Fear  

II. THE “WORK” – v.7b

By Faith Noah … “prepared an ark” 

Noah's work was hard work 

But even in the midst of opposition … 

Noah's faith motivated him to do the work of God 

A. The ‘Commanding’  

Back in Genesis 7:5 we read – “And Noah did according unto all that the Lord commanded him”

This is the key to fulfilling the will of God  

Simply obey God 

Obedience is not always easy, but it is always commanded                                               
                                                                                                               It is always a matter of “thus saith the LORD”


Ill. A few years after the Battle of Waterloo, when the Duke of Wellington was the military hero of England, a group of fox hunters were riding down a country road. They came to a gate upon which a boy was sitting. One of the men said to the boy, "Boy, get down and open the gate!" The boy replied, "My master told me not to open this gate, and not to let anyone through it." The speaker rode up to the gate and pointing to a figure with gray hair and sitting tall and straight upon his horse said, "Boy that is the Duke of Wellington. Now, you better get down and open the gate!" The boy climbed down slowly, but he did not open the gate. He stood with his back to it, came to attention, gave a military salute, and said in a quiet voice, "I hope the Duke of Wellington does not expect me to disobey orders!"  The Duke of Wellington saluted, wheeled his horse, and rode off. As the Duke rode off he said, "If every lad in England were like that boy, Great Britain would whip the world." 

You know, if Christians had that attitude, we’d have this thing won already

Noah's faith is seen in his obedience  

He had the backbone to get the job done no matter who opposed him or what they said about him

The ‘Commanding’  

B. The ‘Revealing’  

Noah was warned by God “of things not seen as yet” 

Up to this point in history there had never been one drop of rain 

Genesis 2:5b, 6 – “… for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth …” “But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground”


Rain was unheard of until Noah started preaching God's coming judgment of a Great Flood

As Noah worked, he warned sinful man of his wickedness and urged him to repent 

For 120 years Noah faithfully warned of impending judgment 

Every echo, of every blow, of Noah's hammer was a warning that God was about to the destroy the earth 

Yet, no one heeded the message 

They just laughed at the crazy ole' preacher and went on their way 

While the world laughed at him, God honored his faith and put his story down in the eternal Word of God 

Noah had an obedient faith and so must we! 

If every Christian were like Noah and did according unto all that the Lord commanded him, 

We would once again see revival sweep our land

THE “WARNING” brought Fear 

THE “WORK” showed Faith 

III. THE “WINNING”  - v.7c

“… to the saving of his house…”

This is a reference to Noah's family 

The rest of the world laughed him to scorn, 

But he stayed on target and finished the work  

Why? Because the price of quitting was too great 

He may have Not have been able to lead his neighbors into the ark 

But he could lead his family 

Noah's wife, his 3 sons and 3 daughters-in-laws were saved as a result of Noah's faith 

This in no way implies salvation by proxy 

Salvation is a personal matter and every sinner must come to Christ for forgiveness 

However, the Bible does teach Household Salvation

What do I mean by Household Salvation?  

Paul said to the Philippian jailer in Acts 16:31 -  

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house”

Paul told the Corinthians believers in I Cor. 7:14 – 

“For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy” 

What does all this mean? 


Paul wasn't saying that the spouse and children of a Christian were automatically saved 

This would be contrary to the teaching of Scripture concerning personal accountability 

Every individual needs to personally respond by faith to the Gospel

What about those who have never heard the Gospel? 

Romans 1:19, 20 …   

God is only obligated to give light to those who have responded to the light given 

The words, “sanctified” and “holy” carry the idea of being set apart 

With one of the spouses saved, the unsaved partner and the children are set apart for a special work of conviction through the testimony of the Believer 

The saved spouse's changed life stands as a testimony to the fact that God saves and changes sinners 

I Peter 3:1-7 …

This doesn't guarantee their salvation but does assure us that if we are serious and live all out for the Lord, 

That others will take notice and at least have a better testimony of God's life changing power

The problem with most folks is their Lukewarm Christianity 

Noah's faith did not save his family, 

But it pointed them to the God who does 

Because Noah believed, his family believed

THE “WARNING” brought Fear   

THE “WORK” showed Faith  

THE “WINNING” of our Family 

IV. THE “WORLD” - v.7d

“…by the which he condemned the world…”

Proverbs 14:1; 53:1 – “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good” 

Noah's faith in God condemned the lost world around him 

When Noah believed and obeyed God, his life became a condemnation of those who didn't believe and obey 

This is why the world hates true Bible believing Christianity

Quote: In his book, "The Secret of Christian Joy," Vance Havner said – “Let it not be forgotten that a twice-born and Spirit-filled Christian is always a contradiction to this old world. He crosses it at every point. From the day that he is born again until he passes on to be with the Lord, he goes against the current of a world forever going the other way”

When a believer lives as the light he is supposed to be, 


His life exposes the sinful deeds of those around him  

This is why the world hated Jesus 

John 3:19-21 … 

The Christian who lives for God will always be a condemnation to the world 

The believer's life ought to always be lived in such a way 

THE “WARNING” brought Fear   

THE “WORK” showed Faith  

THE “WINNING” of our Family 

THE “WORLD” was Foolish

CONCLUSION – v.7e 

 “…and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith”  

Noah's walk with God was obvious 

Peter called him a preacher of righteousness 

II Peter 2:5 – “And spared not the ancient world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;”

Living Righteously should be a part of the believer's life



There are 2 types of Righteousness talked about in the Bible  

1. There is a Positional Righteousness 

Everyone who comes to Christ by faith is declared to be righteous 

2. Then there is a Practical Righteousness 

That is daily putting off of the old and putting on of the new 

This is daily dying to self, forsaking sin and living unto the Lord 

Colossians 3:9, 10 – “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;”
“And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him:”

Paul is referring to Noah Positional Righteousness here 

Because Noah, by simple faith, took God at His word, 

He – “became heir of the righteousness which is by faith” 

God justified Noah because of his faith in Him 

Such a faith characterized Noah's life 

Such a Faith should characterize our lives!

THE “WARNING” brought Fear   

THE “WORK” showed Faith  

THE “WINNING” of our Family 

THE “WORLD” was Foolish
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