THE BOOK OF HEBREWS #37
The Wonder of Faith – Hebrews 11:11, 12   
THE WONDER OF FAITH 

DATE:  12/10/2014 Wed. 

TEXT:  Hebrews 11:11, 12      

INTRODUCTION

Sarah is one of two women mentioned in this chapter 

The other is Rahab in v.31

The account of Sarah’s life …

Begins in Gen. 11:29 – 

“The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai” 

Ends in Gen. 23:2 – 

“And Sarah died in Kirjatharba; the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her”

To read of Sarah in the Old Testament we would not necessarily conclude that she was a woman of great faith  

However the New Testament shows a different side of her

I Peter 3:5, 6 – “For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:” “Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement”


The Old Testament is about the law and the law points out man's failure 

The New Testament, however, magnifies God's Grace  

Grace doesn't focus on failure 

Sure Sarah failed, but she didn't remain a failure 

She obviously got things right and is now seen by Paul as a great woman of faith 

Tonight we want to look at – 

“The Wonder of Faith” 

Wonder - amazed admiration or awe

I’m certain that Sarah, along with her husband stood in awe of God 

Ps. 33:8 – “Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him”

I’d like to show you Sarah’s Faith 

~~~Prayer~~~

First we see that Sarah had a … 

I. “FOLLOWING” FAITH 

v.11a - “Through faith also Sara herself…” 

Please take note of those two words – “Sarah herself” 


This tells us that Sarah had faith in the God Who promised 

She wasn't piggybacking on Abraham's faith, 

She had faith in God the same as he did 

(The Holy Spirit uses the word “also” to connect what has been said about Abraham in the previous verses)                                      

Understand that Sarah stepped out in faith with Abraham  

She left everything just the same as Abraham did 

For 67 years she wandered through those deserts with her husband 

Most women wouldn't have done that 

(Many men have married themselves out of the ministry and into misery) 

Abraham had a great vision and Sarah shared that vision 

She followed her man wherever he went, looking for the city whose builder was God 

She was a godly woman of great faith 

Sarah had “FOLLOWING” FAITH

Unfortunately Sarah also experienced a … 

II. “FALTERING” FAITH 

Before you become too critical of Sarah … 


Let’s remember how often we falter in our faith as well

Let’s remember to give everyone the benefit of the doubt   

A. The Falter 

Falter means to lose confidence, to become unsure and hesitant 

It has been some time since God had made His promise 

Gen. 12:2, 7; 13:15, 16; 15  

After 10 years in Canaan Sarah was still barren and there was no son 

So in Gen. 16, Sarah instigated a backup plan to help God out in giving them a child 

Sarah gives Hagar to Abraham  

Rather than trusting and waiting on God for the promised miracle, she resorted to her own reasoning 

This was a carnal attempt to fulfill the promise of God  

As a result Ishmael was born  

However God rejected and sent him away  

God does not need, nor will He accept, the unbelieving works of the flesh for His purposes  

After the Ishmael episode, God graciously reassured Abraham and Sarah of His plan to provide (through them) the promised seed  

Now at this time Abraham was about a hundred years old and Sarah was ninety 

When Sara heard that she was going to become pregnant and have a baby at the age of ninety, 

The Bible says that she laughed within herself  

Gen. 18:12 – “Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?”

B. The Benefit of the Doubt 

Sarah's faith faltered, but let's remember …  

Sarah laughed, but so did Abraham   

Gen. 17:15-17 – “And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be” “And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her” “Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?” 
 
Also, let's keep in mind that she had been roaming around that desert for years   

Add to that to the humiliation of being barren  

In that culture a childless woman bore a reproach  

We don't want to make excuses for failure, 

… but let's face the facts, Sarah was faltering   

Yes, Sarah's faith faltered a few times, 

But let's remember that these are rare occurrences in a life that was predominantly marked by great faith  

Circumstances can sometimes affect our faith  

You will recall the man who brought his son to Jesus for healing  

Jesus said unto him in Mark 9:23 – “If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth” 

The father answered Jesus in v.24 – “... Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief” 

Sometimes that same thing happens to us  

We believe and have shown faith in our Lord, 

But in a moment of weakness or distraction, our faith falters 

Sara had “FOLLOWING” FAITH

Sara also experienced “FALTERING” FAITH 

Lastly Sarah had a … 

III. “FLOURISHING” FAITH

v.11 - “Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she 


… was past age, because she judged Him faithful Who had promised”

This is an amazing account of God's grace  

Despite the fact that Sarah wavered in her faith, 

God remained faithful  

God did not have to scrap His plan and come up with another  

II Tim. 2:13 – “If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful: He cannot deny Himself” 

Because God abideth faithful, He kept His promises to Abraham and Sarah 

Sarah “... received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age”  

This is where Divine ability meets and overcomes human inability

“.... because she judged Him faithful Who had promised” 

Sarah's faith had been restored and she firmly believed what God said  

She laughed at the idea of having a baby at her age, 

But she didn't continue laughing! 

God challenged her with the startling question when He comforted her in Gen. 18:13-15  


“And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old?” “Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son” “Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh”

Nobody likes to be comforted with their sin

“Is any thing too hard for the LORD?” 

What a heart piercing question! 

Sarah got things right with God and her faith flourished  

That is genuine faith 

Sara had “FOLLOWING” FAITH

Sara also experienced “FALTERING” FAITH 

Which caused her to have “FLOURISHING” FAITH

In … CLOSING

We see that Sarah’s Faith was also … “FRUITFUL” 

v.12 – “Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable” 

From Abraham and Sarah's faith a nation came into existence 


It can be seen for certain that God was pleased with Sarah's faith  

I'm glad that God forgets the Failures and see the renewed Faith of His people  

By Faith Sarah was transformed from a barren woman to a rejoicing mother 


“FOLLOWING” FAITH

“FALTERING” FAITH 

“FLOURISHING” FAITH

“FRUITFUL” FAITH
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