THE BOOK OF HEBREWS #40     
The Warfare of Faith – Hebrews 11:30-40   
THE WARFARE OF FAITH 

DATE: 1/21/2015 Wed. 

TEXT: Hebrews 11:30-40; Joshua; Judges      

INTRODUCTION

We’ve seen so far in Chapter 11 … 

The Way of Faith Defined, the Worth of Faith (Abel), the Walk of Faith (Enoch), the Work of Faith (Noah), the Willingness of Faith (Abraham), the Wonder of Faith (Sarah), the Waiting of Faith (In all of their lives) and the Withstanding of Faith (Moses)  

Now Paul turns to several other Old Testament events to further illustrate the power of Faith 

In vs. 30-40 Paul quickly moves through over 1000 years of Israel's history, highlighting several acts of Faith

As we look at these verses tonight I think of the Hymn … 

“Faith is a Victory” 

Let’s pray and tonight we will look at …

“The Warfare of Faith” 

~~~Prayer~~~






By Faith …

I. THE “OBEDIENT BECAME CONQUERS” – v.30

“By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days”

This account is found in Joshua 6:1-21

The ancient city of Jericho was a powerful fortress surrounded by 2 massive stone walls 

The outer wall was 6’ thick and 20’ high 

The inner wall was 12’ thick and 30’ high 

A. Israel had a Problem 

The men who had gone to spy out Canaan yrs. earlier were overwhelmed by the very sight of it!

Deuteronomy 1:28 – “Whither shall we go up? our brethren have discouraged our heart, saying, The people is greater and taller than we; the cities are great and walled up to heaven; and moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakims there”

These men saw it as impenetrable and rightly so 

Even from a military standpoint, conquering Jericho was an impossibility! 

However …

B. Israel had a Promise 


God told Joshua that He would give him victory over Jericho 

Joshua 6:2 – “And the LORD said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour”

And Fortunately … 

C. Israel had a Partner … God 

He now gives Joshua the instructions for taking the city

Joshua 6:3-5 –“And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days” “And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams' horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow with the trumpets” “And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight before him”

Certainly, these instructions made no sense to the human mind / Think about it! 

The priests and the soldiers were to walk around the city once a day for the first 6 days 

Then on the seventh day they were to march around the city seven times and the priests were to blow their trumpets 


They were to make a long blast and the people were to shout and the walls would fall down 

Joshua was a military tactician; a man of war trained in all the strategies of warfare! 

To believe that such a plan would work …

Joshua would have to lay aside his training and expertise and trust solely in the God who made the promise 

That is just what he did 

And when he did …

v.30 – “the walls of Jericho fell down...”

The key to the walls of Jericho falling was the Obedient Faith of the Israelites 

BY FAITH THE “OBEDIENT BECAME CONQUERS” 

By Faith … 

II. THE “OUTCAST BECAME CONVERTS” – v.31 

“By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace”

We find this account In Joshua 2

A. Her Condition 



We are told that in the city of Jericho, there lived a prostitute by the name of Rahab 

Many have attempted to smooth the edges of her life by asserting that she was not really a prostitute, but an innkeeper 

However, she is referred to as a harlot 4 times in the book of Joshua 2:1; 6:17, 22, 25 

And again in James 2:25 – “Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?”

(Where he also commends her faith, faith always works) 

She was engaged in a wicked lifestyle whereby she sold her body to men for money 

Her life was depraved and wicked 

She was indeed a harlot / On top of that she was a Gentile  

Humanly speaking again, she was a very unlikely candidate for the Hebrews’ Hall of Faith 

B. Her Condemnation 

On top of that …

She lived in a city that was slated for destruction! 

God had already determined that Jericho would fall! 


I’m sure the people of Jericho felt pretty confident and reasonably safe behind the walls of their city, 

But the sentence was already passed and they were doomed for destruction! 

The people of Jericho may not have felt that they were in any great danger, but they were doomed nonetheless!

C. God’s Compassion

But Rahab knew better 

Rahab had heard about the great victories that God had given His people 

Listen to what she says to the spies in Joshua 2:9-11 …

Rahab said, I know that the LORD hath given you the land 

Somehow she has come to know and believed the promise that God made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as well as to Joshua 

Her faith was proven to be genuine when she put her life on the line to protect the Israelite spies 

Rahab had heard of Israel's victories and by simple faith she believed on the God of Israel 

She forsook her dead pagan religion and embraced the true God of Heaven 

Her salvation was the result of her simple Faith 

She heard and took God at His Word 

By the grace of God, Rahab was saved and became part of the lineage of Jesus Christ 

Matthew 1:5 – “And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse;”

What a wonderful example of salvation 

God will save even the vilest sinner if they will by simple faith turn to and trust Him 

BY FAITH THE “OBEDIENT BECAME CONQUERS” 

BY FAITH THE “OUTCAST BECAME CONVERTS”
 
By Faith …

III. THE “ORDINARY BECAME CHAMPIONS” – vs. 32 – 40

Paul now calls the names of men from several periods of Israel's history 

The list is comprised of men from … 

The period of the Judges, the Kings and the Prophets 

A. Courageous Stand –v.32 

“And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson,  and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the (other) prophets:”

These are noted for their Courageous Stand

In this list are those who did not always excel in the things of God 

They failed at times, in part, to live up to God's standard 

But the one thing they had going for them was Faith 

God never Excuses our Faults, but He does Honor our Faith  

1. Gideon 

When Gideon is first mentioned in Scripture, he is hiding 

Fearful and Faithless, we see him hiding behind a winepress, threshing wheat 

What God did with Gideon ought to be a great encouragement to all of us  

-- Gideon wasn’t a Prophet 

-- He wasn’t a Preacher 

-- He wasn’t a Bible Scholar 

-- He wasn't a man of great Position 

-- He wasn't a man of Power or Prestige 

-- He was not in the Priestly line 

Gideon was simply an ordinary man who God used in a great way 

As Gideon threshed his wheat the angel of the Lord appeared to him and said …

Judges 6:12 – “The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour”

Gideon had trouble believing what he heard 

The “mighty man of valour” part probably concerned him

But his questioning focused on the statement … 

“the LORD is with thee”

Judges 6:13 - And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all His miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt? but now the LORD hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites”

Like many today … Gideon had missed God's presence in the midst of his troubles 

He thought that God's presence would eliminate his problems 

The blab-it and grab-it, religion of the prosperity gospel crowd teaches this foolishness 

But the Bible teaches just the opposite   

Gideon thought that the Lord had forsaken His people  

He asked – “Where are all the miracles? We have heard about them, but we haven't seen any” 

God gives Gideon a striking revelation 

Judges 6:14 – “And the LORD looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee?”

God gave him His Word, and this became the basis for Gideon's Faith 

Gideon took an army of just 300 men and led them to victory and delivered Israel from the oppression of the Midianites 

2. Barak 

Barak's history is found in the Judges 4  

Barak refused to fight against Sisera unless Deborah went with him 

Judges 4:8 – “And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will go: but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not go”

Yes … Barak had simple Faith, but it was a Faith in a great God 

God honored his Faith 

Deborah went and Barak fought the Canaanites and defeated them 


Judges 4:16 – “But Barak pursued after the chariots, and after the host, unto Harosheth of the Gentiles: and all the host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword; and there was not a man left” 

3. Samson 

The story of Samson is one of the saddest in all of Scripture 

Samson was raised up to deliver His people from the hands of their enemy 

However, his desire for pleasure and women led him off course and ruined him 

His was a life of wasted Promise, Power, & Potential 

Time and time again, Samson yielded to his flesh 

As a result he ended up a prisoner of the Philistines 

The flesh always makes a prisoner of us 

Judges 16:21 – “But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house” 

Here we see Samson Blinded, Bound, and Burdened as a result of his sinful life 

There is no such thing as playing with sin and getting away with it 

Samson had made choices that ended up ruining him  

Quote: Billy Sunday said – “Samson was a giant in stature and a baby in self-control” 

It was not the Philistines who destroyed Samson 

It was Samson who destroyed Samson 

Proverbs 13:15 assures us that “the way of transgressors is hard”

We do not know all of the details as to what took place between God and Samson during his last days 

However, it seems that he repented … because we see the return of his strength 

Judges 16:28 – “And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray Thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes”

It seems that Samson realized, finally, that he had to stop trusting in himself 

He had been brought to the realization that his strength was dependent upon God

Judges 16:29, 30 – “And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with his right 
hand, and of the other with his left” “And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. …

… So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life” 

Samson was raised up by God for the sole purpose of defeating the Philistines 

Though he had enjoyed some victories 

He certainly failed in the calling and purpose God had for his life 

Here sits Samson in a Philistine prison, chained, with his eyes burned out! 

He comes to the end his life and he’s a prisoner of the people that God had put him on earth to defeat 

But he did get a hold of God in those last moments and God did grant his request for power 

The Bibles says – “So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life” 

It is never too late to turn back to the God of the second chance 

Regardless of his past failures, Samson's Faith is recognized and honored by God 

4. Jephthae

Jephthah is another interesting character 

The story of Jephthah is found in Judges 11 


The first two verses tell us that Jephthah did not get a great start in life 

Judges 11:1, 2 – “Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour, and he was the son of an harlot: and Gilead begat Jephthah” “And Gilead's wife bare him sons; and his wife's sons grew up, and they thrust out Jephthah, and said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our father's house; for thou art the son of a strange woman”

Jephthah certainly was no child of privilege  

Being the illegitimate son of a harlot, his brothers resented and rejected him 

However, Jephthah went on to become a Judge of Israel 

A lot of folks let their past ruin their future 

But here is a man who came from behind and was used of God to deliver His people from the Ammonites 

God considered Jephthah to be a mighty man of valour 

When the Ammonites threatened to destroy Israel, God chose Jephthah to lead the Israelites into battle  

Jephthah answered God's call and led Israel to victory 

5. David 


David is one of best known characters of the Bible 

He was the youngest of the 8 sons of Jesse 

He was the greatest of Israel's Kings 

He is a prominent figure in the history of the world 

David was a warrior 

He was the courageous young man who slew the Philistine giant—Goliath of Gath in I Samuel 17 

His weapon was a simple sling and stone 

Every other soldier in Israel was afraid, including the King   

But with an unwavering faith in God … David was victorious against Goliath 

David went on to become a great man of war and Israel's beloved King 

David's life is another reminder of God's grace 

Though he had ups and downs, 

God honored his Faith 

Twice David is called “a man after God's own heart” 

I Samuel 13:14 & Acts 13:22 

6. Samuel


Samuel was the first prophet since Moses 

I Samuel 3:20 – “And all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the LORD”  

He was the last Old Testament Judge 

Samuel had a remarkable life  

He was born as an answer to his mother's prayer  

He was dedicated to God before his birth and as a child began his training for service  

His life was marked by Faithfulness and Fruitfulness 

The only negative mark was some of his children 

7. The Prophets – end of vs. 32 - 34 

“…and of the prophets:” “Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions”

The prophets of old are mentioned along with their works

a. Some “subdued kingdoms” by Faith 

Joshua did that when he led the Israelites in conquering the Promised Land 

Joshua 6 -13 

David did … 

… as he conquered the nations surrounding Israel 

II Samuel 5:4-25; 8:1-14

b. The phrase “wrought righteousness” speaks of performing righteous acts  

Elijah's defeat of the prophets of Baal was certainly a righteous act

I Kings 18 

c. Others “obtained promises” 

Abraham and Sarah were promised a son and God gave them Isaac 

God gave His people the Promised Land 

d. Others “stopped the mouths of lions” 

-- Samson tore a lion to pieces with his hands 

Judges 14:6  

-- As a shepherd boy, David saved a sheep from the very mouth of a lion 

I Samuel 17:34-37  

-- Daniel survived the night in a lion's den  

Daniel 6:21, 22 

-- Those who “quenched the violence of fire” 


No doubt refers to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego who refusing to bow down to the King of Babylon were protected by God 

Daniel 3:1-25

-- David “escaped the edge of the sword” when he faced Goliath and King Saul 

I, II Samuel 

e. v. 34  -Many others “out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens” 

This would include some who were already mentioned like Gideon, Barak, Jephthah and David  

f. v.35a - “Women received their dead raised to life again...” 

-- Elijah raised the widow's son 

I Kings 17: 17-24 

-- Elisha raised the son of the Shunammite woman 

II Kings 4:8-37 

Some are noted for their Courageous Stand, 

While others for their ...

B. Cruel Sufferings 



1. v.35b - “and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:”

Many were offered their freedom in return for their concession 

Yet, they endured suffering “not accepting deliverance” 

All they would have to do is recant their faith and go free  

The 3 Hebrew boys 

However, they looked beyond the grave to that glorious resurrection day

2. v. 36 – “And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment...” 

This would include … 

-- Joseph - Genesis 39:20  

-- Samson –Judges 16:25  

-- Jeremiah – Jeremiah 20:7   

-- Micaiah – II Chronicles 18 

3. v. 37a – “They were stoned...” 

Stephen – Acts 7  


4. v. 37b - “Others were sawn asunder”  

This was a cruel method of death  

It’s said that the Prophet Isaiah died this way

5. v. 37c - Some were “tempted” 

Again Joseph comes to mind  

He was tempted by Potiphar's wife – Genesis 39 

6. v.37d – “slain with the sword”

7. v. 37e – “... they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;” 

David wandered about in the wilderness and mountains when he fled from Saul - I Samuel 22-24  

Elijah wandered also when he had to flee from Jezebel - I Kings 19

8. v.38 – “(Of whom the world was not worthy:)” 
they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth” 

These faithful saints spent their lives in mountains and caves and rightly so for the world was not worthy of them  

The idea is that this world is not a good enough place for God's people 

CONCLUSION – vs. 39, 40 
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