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     DATE: 1/24/2018 Wed.    
                   
TEXT: Isaiah 23     

INTRODUCTION 

If you can remember … 

The 12th chapter of Isaiah was a Song of Praise for the Lord and for His salvation, His forgiveness, His strength, His joy, His victory, and all the wonderful things He has done and will cont. to do 

And the 13th chapter of Isaiah began a series of messages about the destinies of the nations that surrounded the nation of Israel 

This chapter now ends this section in the Book of Isaiah 

(Isaiah 13-23) 

The focus of chapter 23 is upon the Land of Tyre, which is located in modern-day Lebanon 

Her Demise and Restoration are predicted  

What has been recorded for us here by Isaiah is a prophetical glimpse of the destiny of the Land of Tyre in the near / distant future 

The reason this chapter is important is because it again warns of the judgement that will fall on all who forget about God


Psalm 9:17 – “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God”  

God not only deals with individuals, but also Nations 

Understanding future events revealed to us in the Bible enables us to understand world affairs today 

And why certain things are happening in various countries 

The study of Bible Prophecy gives us insight into what is happening now in countries like Israel, Syria, Egypt, Turkey, Kuwait, Lebanon, Iraq, Iran, Russia, China, and many other nations 

Alliances or conflicts that occur in these nations are pieces of a puzzle which help us to understand what God is doing 

… Events recorded in the Bible in the books like Revelation, Daniel, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and here in Isaiah 

Tyre was a Phoenician city on the Mediterranean coast in what today is Lebanon 

It was a port city whose principal commerce was the
Trans-shipment of commodities through its harbor 

Tyre is also often mentioned with its twin sister city Sidon 

Another port city just north of it 

Tarshish is also named in this chapter and was a city or region which to this day is uncertain 


Thoughts of its location have ranged from Cyprus to Spain 

It evidently was also a port for sea-borne commerce

Tyre was a principal partner in maritime commerce with Tarshish 

Tarshish was the place the prophet Jonah was trying to get to 

Jonah 1:3 – “But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD” 

Isaiah warns the merchants of Tarshish to wail because their trading partner, Tyre, was about to be destroyed 

Chittim were the islands of the Mediterranean, possibly those of the Aegean Sea 

The thought is how that Tarshish would learn of the destruction from other mariners  

Sinful pride was the great offense of the city of Tyre 

In the days of Isaiah the prophet, Tyre was already an ancient city, having been founded more than 2000 years earlier 

It was a great commercial and shipping center, one of the major market centers of the world 



Maybe you remember the relationship that David had established with King Hiram, the ruler of Tyre, which was only about 100 miles north of Jerusalem 

II Samuel 5:11 – “And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons: and they built David an house”  

Because of the city’s excellent seaport, the best quality materials were shipped there from all over the world 

In our text, Isaiah is pronouncing God’s judgment on Tyre 

The great seaport city was to be destroyed due to its Hate for Israel, its Sinful Pride and the Wicked Lives of its citizens

Let’s pray and think on this thought … 

“The Ruin of Tyre” 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. THE “RUIN” OF TYRE – vs. 1-4 

Though Tyre was a great commercial city of Phoenicia, historians debate whether Tyre or Sidon was the main city of Phoenicia, as Sidon is considered the mother city of Tyre 

But in terms of commercialism, Tyre was the main city on the eastern Mediterranean until she was destroyed

It was said that the commerce of the whole world was gathered into the warehouses of Tyre 

First, we see that …  

A. She would be ‘Shattered’ – vs. 1, 3 

Tyre was “laid waste” according to v. 1 

“The burden of Tyre … for it is laid waste, so that there is no house, no entering in:”   

More details of this destruction is given in Ezekiel 26-28 

Her sins resulted in Divine judgment, and the city was completely destroyed by “many nations” according to  Ezekiel 26:3 -  

“Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up against thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up” 

These nations included …

- Assyria under Sargon and his successors 

- Babylon under Nechadnezzar

- The Greeks under Alexander 

Isaiah's prophecy would include all of them, as the prophecy is given for Israel's benefit as Tyre had turned against Israel 

Note some of the aspects of the destruction … 


1. No Houses 

“Laid waste, so that there is no house”

The destruction of Tyre was to be complete 

Nothing would be left standing  

2. No Harbor 

“There is … no entering in”

Tyre was all about her harbor, 

Her harbor was what made the city famous 

The harbor would be so badly destroyed that ships no longer could enter into Tyre to unload their goods

3. No Harvest  

v. 3 - “The harvest of the river, is her revenue"

This is talking about the wheat which came from Egypt 

It was called the “seed of Sihor”

“Sihor” is the name given to one of the branches of the Nile River Delta 

There would be no shipping of the harvests anymore 

It says that she is the “mart of nations” 


“mart” is short for market

Tyre was the market place of the nations 

Kinda of like Walmart or Amazon  

B. She would be ‘Silenced’ – v. 2 

“Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle”  

Part of this important commercial city had been built on an island that lay about a half-mile offshore from the main part of the city 

In Isaiah’s day, the Assyrian king Sargon conquered the city on the mainland but could not take the island port of Tyre 

Sometime later, Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon attacked the city, but failed to take the Island 

Only Alexander the Great was able to conquer the offshore island (332 B.C.) 

He did this by building a causeway from the mainland 

After he reached the island, he utterly destroyed it and the harbor 

Subsequently, the city was rebuilt, because in the book of Acts we see that a church was firmly established in Tyre – Acts 21:3-6

Yet from the time of Isaiah until the time it was rebuilt, the city was attacked time and again, suffering the … 

… judgment of God because of its people’s defiance and rejection of the Lord

The noise of a busy commercial port would be silenced as a result of the ruin of Tyre which would leave the place without a port and without busy commercial traffic

C. She would be brought to ‘Shame’ – v. 4 

“Be thou ashamed, O Zidon” 

The destruction of Tyre would bring shame as retribution from God always does

1. To the People  

Zidon (often spelled Sidon) was the mother city of Tyre and the capital of Phoenicia 

The destruction of Tyre would shame the entire nation, 

Zidon as the capital represented the nation 

Proverbs 14:34 – “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people”  

Interestingly, the infamous Jezebel was the daughter of the King of Sidon

2. The Problem 

v. 4- “I travail not, nor bring forth children, neither do I nourish up young men, nor bring up virgins”

The problem was that Tyre had no way to recover  

With everything gone, the country had no means of trade with the outside world  

Barrenness in Bible times was a great problem 

There would be now a total lack of regard for these people because of its failure 

D. Pride does that 

Jesus mentions Tyre and Sidon in Luke 10:13, 14 and Matthew 11:20–24, comparing them with several cities in which He had performed miracles 

These cities of Israel had been blessed with Jesus’ presence, preaching, and power, yet they had not repented 

Jesus pronounces woes on them, stating that Tyre and Sidon, given the same opportunity, would have turned from their wickedness and been saved – 

Luke 10: 13, 14 - “Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes” “But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment, than for you…” 

Therefore … v. 16 – “He that heareth you heareth Me; and he that despiseth you despiseth Me; and he that despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me” 


Jesus used the pagan cities of Tyre and Sidon to highlight the way God’s chosen people refused Him  
                                                                                                                   The Israelites of Jesus’ day believed themselves to be  righteously following God, yet they did not recognize God in their midst 

Jesus, in essence, shamed Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum

They, who were supposed to be God’s representatives on earth, refused to listen; yet pagan cities would have quickly repented 

Jesus’ comments demonstrate the importance of following the Lord from a genuinely humble heart 

God’s desire is for His Word to be known and believed, with the result that people are transformed 

Luke 6:46 – “And why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” 

To reject the light we’ve been given is to remain in darkness 

To spurn the grace of God and reject the Saviour is to receive the due penalty for our sin 

And just like Tyre … Pride will bring Shame, will Shatter our lives and cause us to become Silence 

Proverbs 16:18 – “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall”  


THE “RUIN” OF TYRE

II. THE “REPORTS” ABOUT TYRE – vs. 5-9 

The Ruin of Tyre was made known through-out the world 

And the Effect of the Report and the Substance of the Reports are given here

A. The ‘Painfulness of’ the Report – vs. 5, 6 

“Sorely pained at the report of Tyre … howl” 

Tyre's demise was not good news for businessmen 

It would have caused a lot of pain, distress, and dismay

Many would have lost a lot of money 

I think of a similar occurrence that happened in the Book of Revelation 18:8-12 …

B. The ‘Perplexity from’ the Report – vs. 7, 8 

“Is this your joyous city … Who hath taken this counsel against Tyre?” (Who did this? v. 9) 

Those receiving the reports would have been puzzled that such a thing could happen to such a great and prominent city 

C. The ‘Providence in’ the Report – v. 9 

“The LORD of Hosts hath purposed it”


We find the answer given here as to who could do should a thing 

God brought about the destruction of Tyre 

He used nations, such as Assyria, Babylon, and Greece to bring the judgment upon the land, but He was behind it all

D. The ‘Purpose’ in the Providence  

v. 9 - “To stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into contempt all the honourable of the earth”

The purpose was twofold … 

1. To condemn pride 

“To stain (pollute) the pride of all (their) glory”

God has no use for pride 

Whenever the pride of man becomes strong, 

The judgment from God will be certain

Psalm 10:4 explains that the proud are so consumed with themselves that their thoughts are far from God 

“The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all (any of) his thoughts”

This kind of haughty pride is the opposite of the spirit of humility that God seeks 

Matthew 5:3 – “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”  

The “poor in spirit” are those who recognize their utter spiritual bankruptcy and their inability to come to God aside from His divine grace 

The proud, on the other hand, are so blinded by their pride that they think they have no need of God or, worse, that God should accept them as they are because they deserve His acceptance 

2. To show contempt for world honor 

“To bring into contempt all the honourable of the earth” 

Worldly honor is nothing 

Tyre was honored by the world for its commercialism, its achievements 

But such honor was vanity as far as God was concerned 

The only honor that lasts is honor that God gives 

Therefore let us honor God above all else 


THE “RUIN” OF TYRE

THE “REPORTS” ABOUT TYRE 



III. THE “REPERCUSSIONS” FROM TYRE – vs. 10-14 

Some of the results of the destruction of Tyre are stated 

Some of the results are experienced by Tyre and other results are experienced by other nations

There were Repercussions on both Tyre and the other nations who worked with Tyre 

I’ve said this before, and I’m saying it again 

“What we do affects a lot more people than just ourselves” 

“Therefore be careful of the choices you make” 

A. No ‘Power’ – v. 10 

“No more strength”

After the judgment that came upon Tyre, the city had no more strength to defend itself 

Any nation could overpower it 

Sin weakens; it never strengthen 

B. No ‘Peace’ – v. 11 

“He shook the kingdoms”

Judgment brings chaos not peace 

Sin destroys serenity 


Wickedness causes war

C. No ‘Pleasure’ – v. 12 a

“Thou shalt no more rejoice”

Destruction / Judgement is never a happy event  

Judgment from God will take all the joy out of life 

Evil does not foster enjoyment 

“than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” 

D. No ‘Place’ – v. 12 b 

“Arise, pass over to Chittim; there also shalt thou have no rest”

The inhabitants of Tyre would find no welcome place to live after being driven from their homes 

They were homeless and unwanted, and they could blame their sin for their situation 

Refugees are always unwelcomed guests

We see that today in the plight of the Syrian refugees  

E. No ‘Prospect’ – v. 13 

Here Isaiah compares Tyre’s destruction

Tyre was going to be destroyed just as Babylon had been destroyed by Assyria 

“the Chaldeans” is another name for Babylon 

The ancient city would be attacked, sieged, and utterly ruined 

Only wild animals would inhabit it 

F. No ‘Port’ – v. 14 

“Howl, ye ships of Tarshish; for your strength is laid waste”

The ships of Tarshish speak of the great merchant ships which no longer would find a port in Tyre

[bookmark: 21_a23isa1_18]Again, Tyre’s destruction would cause these merchantmen, who represented the world, to weep over the economic loss 

The word “strength” probably refers to the strong economy of Mediterranean countries 

Note that this section closes just as it opened, with a warning that Tarshish should howl because of the coming judgment and destruction of Tyre - vs. 1, 14

When God’s judgment fell upon Tyre, the known world of that day was humbled 

The day is coming when our world will also be humbled 

God forewarns us: the day of judgment is coming 



Either we humble ourselves now, or God will humble us later  

We will either bow the knee before Christ now, or we will bow the knee on Judgment Day 

The choice is ours  

If we reject or deny the Lord, defying His name in this world, He will humble us 

No defiant person will escape 

Any person who refuses to acknowledge God’s Son, will be humbled 

God loves His Son above all else, so much that He will never tolerate abuse of Christ’s name 

If a person walks through life defying and cursing the Lord’s name, there is no chance this person will ever escape the hand of God’s judgment 

This person will come to the end of life and suddenly be snatched into the next life, still continuing in his defiance, unbelief, and cursing 

And he will continue to be separated from God forever 

God will reject the person because he never bowed the knee to humble himself and acknowledge Jesus Christ as God’s Son, the Saviour of the world 

CONCLUSION 


THE “RESTORATION” OF TYRE – vs. 15-18 

Tyre was promised restoration, but not until after her judgment has caused a change of heart

Genuine Repentance is always God’s means to Restoration 

1. The Moment – vs. 15-17  

v. 15 - “Tyre shall be forgotten seventy years”

The hope of Tyre’s restoration was prophesied by the prophet Isaiah 

Once Tyre was destroyed, the city that had once been a commercial giant among nations would be forgotten 

It would no longer be an international hub for shipping, trade, or business dealings 

From the perspective of international business, the city would lie dormant for 70 years 

From about 700-630 B.C., the Assyrians ruled over Tyre and refused to allow the city to recapture its former commercial glory

But at the end of the 70 years, about the time Assyria’s power began to decline, Isaiah predicted that Tyre would rise from the ashes of economic devastation 

Using pictorial language, he said that Tyre would be like an old prostitute who seeks once again to ply her trade by singing songs to attract former customers -              v. 16 

No doubt Isaiah was also picturing a worn out but proud city seeking to regain its former glory 

But note, it would be the Lord Himself stirring up Tyre to once more become a world-wide economic center for commercial shipping

“that the LORD will visit Tyre,” 

Just like the old prostitute, Tyre would again commit fornication with other nations by carrying on selfish, immoral, and dishonest business dealings 

“and she shall (re)turn to her hire, and shall commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world upon the face of the earth”

Although not all business dealings are illegitimate, some are 

When people with depraved hearts engage in any enterprise, they tarnish the undertaking with their sinful dealings 

Thus it would be with Tyre 

Many of its commercial dealings would be honest, but some would be corrupt 

2. The Manner  - v. 18 

However, note the wonderful promise God made to the citizens of Tyre 



Looking way ahead, the Lord promised the city and its citizens full restoration 

When? In the future kingdom of the promised Messiah 

“In that day”, Tyre’s wealth will be holy, set apart for the Lord 

The most wonderful thing will happen when Christ rules upon the earth: wealth will no longer be hoarded 

Wealth will be used to eliminate all poverty, hunger, homelessness, unemployment, disease, and lack of education all over the world 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Wealth will be used in the most profitable way possible to make sure everyone can live a productive, fruitful lives that are completely free of economic suffering 

Tyre’s wealth will be used to help meet the needs of the world


THE “RUIN” OF TYRE

THE “REPORTS” ABOUT TYRE

THE “REPERCUSSIONS” FROM TYRE

THE “RESTORATION” OF TYRE
